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tt is regretted that it has been impossible to publish the evidence given 
before the Indian Cotton ConiTnittee earlier owingjto the transfer of the Secre- 
tary to other duties in August, 1918 For convemence of reference, the evidence 
has been classified under the three heads. Agricultural, Irrigation and Com- 
mercial Volumes I and II contain the AgriculturalEvidence, Volume III the 
Irrigation Evidence and Volumes IV and V the Commercial Evidence The 
evidence of a witness will, therefore, be found in one or other of these 
volumes according to its predominatmg character The references in black 
type in the written statements aie to the questions issued by the Committee 
which are prmted at the commencement of each volume Thus “ (SO) Local 
trade customs ” shows that the paragraph is a reply to question 30 A glossary 
of the more common vernacular terms used in the evidence is appended 


F NOYCE, 

- - Seoetary, 
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Glossary of the more common vernacular ternis used m the evidence 


Amm 

Subordinate official ot the Irrigation Department 

Arat 

Commission 

Aratya 

Commission agent 

Arhar 

Pigeon pea (Gajanus indictts) 

Bajra 

Bnlruah millot {Penmsetum typhotdeum) 

Eama 

Village shop keeper and money lender 

Barani 

Land dependent on ramfall 

Bhata 

Latentio soil m the Central Provinces 

Bhindi 

Lady’s finger {Hibiscus cseulentus), a vegetable 

Bhusa 

Cmshed straw 

Bigba 

A land measure, usually about three eighths o£ an acre 

Bora 

Bag of impressed cotton of varying w eight, generally five maunds 

Chan 

Great millet {Sorghum vulgare) grown as a fodder crop 

Chaudhn 

A headman 

Dalai ' 

Broker 

Deshi 

Indigenous 

Doora 

Bag of unpressed cotton oE varying w eight, generally five maunda 

Ghats 

Hills 

Gwar, gwara 

Field vetch (Cyamopsxs psoralioides), a fodder crop 

Han 

Cnltivatmg tenant m Smd 

Inam 

Land held on favourable terms or free of land revenue 

Juar 

Great millet {Sorghum villgare) 

Kamdar 

Fieldman subordinate m the Agrioultural Department 

Han 

Weight of lint obtamed from unit weight of ungmned cotton 

'Kanungo 

Subordinate revenue official m charge of a group of villages 
known as Revenue Inspector in Madras and Circle Inspector 
m Bombay 

Kapas 

Ungmned cotton 

Karbi 

Dry juar fodder 

Eanam 

Village accountant 

Khanf 

The autumn harvest 

Khurpa 

Hand hoe similar in shape to a trou el 

Killa 

Square of land usually equal to 1 J acre in area 

Kodo, kodon 

A millet {Paspalum scrobiculalum) 

Kumhu 

Bulrush millet {Pemmetum typhoidcum) 

Kunbi f 

A cultivator 

Kutki 

A pulse {Doltchos bifiorus) 

Lakh 

One hundred thousand 

Mahajan 

Money lender ^ 

Makki • 

Maize (Zoi mays) 

Malgozar 

Landholder m the Central Provmces 

Mandi 

, Market 

Methi 

Fenugreek (Trioondla foenum grcceura) 

Moth 

. A pulse {Phaseolus aconiiilohus) 

Mukhtiarkar 

Revenue officer in charge ot a laluKa (q v ) in Smd 

A pulse {Phasedus mungoj 

Mung 

Patel 

Village headman 

Patwan 

Village accountant 

Phutties 

, Ungmned cotton Kapas , 

Rabi 

The sprmg harvest 

Em 

T mt. 

Sahukar 

, Money lender 

Sailab, Sailabi i 

Land irngated by floods or percolation from a river 

San 

Hemp {Grdalarta juncea) 

Senji '■ 

A fodder crop [Mehhlus parvi flora) 

Shaftal 

A fodder crop {Tnfohum resupinaium) 

Tahsd 

Revenue sub division of a district “ 



( Vi ) 


(tahsildar ^ 

Officer m charge of a taM, talul or taliila (q v ) 

Taint, talnka 

Revenue sub division of a diafnot 

Til 

Sesamum {Sesamum tndtcum) 

Tona ' . 

An oil seed {Brassica campeslrtes) 

Tur 

Pigeon pea [Cajanus tndicm) 

Urod 

A pulse (Phaseolus mvnffo) 

Varagn ' . , 

Bulrush millet {Penmselvm iyphouhum) 

Zaildir , . . 

A rural notable appomted by Government The head of a 
Zad or Circle of villages 

Zamindar 

A landowner , m the provmoes visited by the Cotton Committee 
generally a peasant propnetor 

> 
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Questions issued tiy the Committee. 

I — AGMcuLTonAi. Experience 
(< i) “ Dcshi " short staple cotton 

1 Inirhat cotton gromng districts liwo you been stationed ind for what ponod m eich ? Have you 
been in actual touch with cotton cultivators ? 

2 What varieties of desJii short staple cotton aro grown in the distnots with which j ou arc acquainted ’ 

3 What IS the average size of holdings m which cotton is grown and what proportion of tho holding is 
under cotton ? 

What are tho average yields and profits per acre t 

6 What rotations aro followed and what manures if any, aro applied ? 

6 How does tho return to the cultivator of tho different varieties of desht short staple cotton compare 
with the return from (o) desht long staple cotton, (6) other desht, crops (c) exotic cottons ? 

7 Does the area under dssht short staple cotton fluctuate at all largely in tho districts with which you aro 
acquainted, and if so, is there any special reason for this ? Is there any possibihty of an increase under desht 
short staple cotton and if so, what are tho factors which would limit that increase ’ 

8 To what uses is tho seed put 1 Is any seed selection practised and, if so, on what principles ? Is 
seed selected for sowung specially hand ginned ? 

9 Please add any remarks you consider may be helpful to tho Committee on tho general economic state 
of tho cotton growing districts with which you aro acquainted 

^ 17 — rip'\sc SCO note enJ ot Section (c) licJou 
(6) “ Desht ” Long Staple cotton 

10 In what cotton growing distnots have you been stationed and for what period in each ? Have 
you been in actual touch with cotton cultivators ? 

11 What aaneties of desht long staple cotton arc grown in tho districts with which you arc acquaint! d ’ 

12 What IS tho aa orago size ot holdings in which cotton is grown and what proportion of tho holding is 
under cotton 7 

13 What are tho average yields and profits per acre ot different varieties of desht long staple cotton 
of which you have had experience ? How do these compare with those of (o) desht short staple oo' ton, (6) 
other desht crops, (c) exotic cottons ’ 

14 What rotations are followed and what manures, it any', are applied 

16 What, in your opinion, are tho special conditions which would affect any increase m the area under 
desht long staple cotton in the districts with which you are acquainted, e g , length of ginmng season, imga 
tion avadable, chmatid considerations, competition with food crops, limitation owing to necessity of observing 
rotations, labour supply, etc ? 

10 Do you consider that, in the cotton growing tracts wnth which you are acquainted, tho right varieties 
of desht long staple cotton are being pushed in the right districts or whether still superior types could be 
introduced ? 

17 What measures would you recommend to prevent the mixmg ot desht long staple cotton with (t) 
desht short staple cotton, (tt) exotic cotton (o) in the field, (6) in the factory ? 

18 To what uses is the seed put 7 Is any seed selection practised and, it so, on what principles “> Is 
seed selected for sowing specially hand ginned 7 

19 Please odd any remarks y ou consider may be helpful to the Committee on the economic state ot 
tho cotton growing districts with which you are aquainted 

^ V B — Please see note at end of Section (c) below j 

(c) Exotic cotton 

20 In what cotton growmg districts have you been stationed and for what period in each ’ Have you 
been in actual touch with cotton cultivators 7 

21 What varieties ot exotic cotton are grown in the districts with which you aro acquamted 7 

22 What IS the average size of holdings in which cotton is grown and what proportion of the holding 

is under cotton 7 , 
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Q^^STIO^s issurn bv tiif Committee 


[Conlinttcd, 


23 What ate the average yields and profits per acre of the different vanctira of exotic cotton of wlncli 
you have experience ! Hoir do these compare -mth those of (a) des7ti short staple cotton, and [h) dahi long 
staple cotton, (c) other deshi crops. 

24 What rotations are followed and what manures, if any, are applied I 

26 What in your opimon, are the special conditions winch would affect any increase in the area under 
exotic cotton in the districts with v Inch you are acquainted, c g , length of ginning season, irrigation availahlc, 
chmatio considerations, competition with food crops, limitation omng to ncccssitj of observing rotations, 

lahom the cotton growing tracts mth which j ou are acquainted, the right varieties 

of exotic cotton are being pushed in the riglit districts or whether still supenor types could bo introduced “i 

27 What measures would you recommend to prevent tlio mixing of exotic cotton with (t) dceTii short 
staple ooton, (n) deshi long staple cotton (n) in the field, (5) in the factory ? 

28 What IS your opinion os to the desirability of importing seed direct from America or Egypt ns required 
03 against relying on selected seed grown in India ? 

2D Please add onj' remarks you consider may bo helpful to the Committee on the economic state of the 
cotton growing districts with which jou are acquainted ? 

& Jl— Tho CommlUco would be obllBod If jon iioiild rIvc them i our ilown as to the b'st orRonbitlon for hnndlluj: collon fii joir 
nroilnce Under this head jou inlcht consider research In fonnexton with improaement of the plant catabllslimenl of seed farms for 
the production of linptoa cd seeds district stag necessnrs nnd the rcRulntlon of hns Ing agencies nnd ginning fnctorics 


II — ConraimciAi, Asrucr 

30 Give, as fully as possible, an account of local trade customs with which you aro acquainted in regard 
to the marketing of the cotton crop, in particular as regards any systems of agency, advances, futiiro buying 
or contracts 

31 IVhat are the commercial names of the various grades of cotton wath which y on aro acquainted nnd 
from what sreis do they coma Do you regard them as suitable and, if not, what alterations would you 
suggest ? Can you suggest any means by which tho commercial names could bo standardized, i c , of securing 
that the same name should bo used for tho same cotton from whatever locality it conies ? 

32 What do you consider is tho best form of buyang agency 7 

III — Statisticai* 

33 Do you consider that tho cotton forecast, as at present publmlitsl, is sufficiently accurate ns far as 
your province is concerned ? If not, can you suggest any' way in winch it could bo improx cd ? 

34 Can y on suggest any methods by wliieli tbo statistical information pnblisbcd by Gox cnimont in 
legatd to cotton other than tho forecasts, e g , tho cotton press return, could bo made of greater uso to the 
cotton trade ? 

35 What aro your views in logard to tho daily publication of Lixorpool and Bombay cotton prices at 
up country markets ’ 

IV — JLxKorvcruKE 

(o) Omntng and pressing 

36 What class of gins and presses do you uso nnd how many haa o you in y our factory ’ 

37 Wiiat IS tho size of tho halo produced by your factory ? 

38 What IS your opinion as to the relative merits of saw and roller gins ! 

39 Have saw gins been successful with Indian cottons and, if not, what is the objection to thorn ? 

40 Have you experienced any difficulty in obtaining factory’ labour ? 

41 Do y ou find the condition in which raw cotton reaches y our factory m am avay objectionable and, 

it so, what remedies avould you suggest 1 , 

42 Assuming that it were found possible to replace any largo quantity of diort staple cotton by long 
staple cotton, would any substantial alteration in your macliinorv be necessary' ’ 

y B — Tile Committee woiilil lie obliged Si xiij informotloo \ou c.xn the tlicm in Te-’iid to tho gciicrol queslion of long rermts eliort 
staple cotton nnd nlso in rcgnrd to nnj experlcnci. jou Into lind In handling niij non stnpli. cotton 


(6) Spinning and Weaving 

43 What counts ate spun in your factory and what is your principal market ? 

44 Do you find tho condition in which cotton reaches your factory in any way ohjoctionable and, if so, 
what remedies would you suggest 7 

45 What, in your opimon, avould bo the effect on the cotton market generally if any largo proportion 
of the short staple cotton at present grow n in India w ere replaced by long staple cotton ? 



Y — Gestoxt 

46 Does your experience indicate that buy’crs in the past have been prepared to cnoourago the growth 
of improved cottons by offenng a premium for them ’ 

47 Do you consider that tho water rates charged have any effect on tho cnltnator s proferonco for a 
particular crop ? 

so consider tliat any’ changes aro called for in the schedule of water rates at jircsont in force J 

4J Do \OH consider that the tenure on which land is hold in the tracts of which yon have oxperienco 
m my way affects tho extension of cultivation of cotton 1 


VI — ^Irmo mox 
(For Pimjah iwlnrxsfs oidg ) 

o'^porienco vou have had of irrigation in geneial and in particular of irrigation 
1 der c nals Have yon any experience of canal irrigation assessment woik ? 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


3 


QUESIIONS ISSOtD B\ THE CoMJUlThE 


lOonhmied 


61 Has it been jour experience that cultivators prefer ivheat to cotton as an irrigated crop ? If so 
what IS the reason for the prrforcnco ? 

52 (a) What is the critical period in regard to the water supply in the canals of which you have ex 
perienco ? How would this bo affected if there were an increase in the irrigated area under cotton bctu een 
April and October ? 

(6) When is cotton natored and what is the volume of water required per acre at each watering 1 
(c) Please furnish statistics for the channels of which j ou have had experience shoiving — 

(») the average flow of the channels month by month throughout the year 

(it) the average monthly area of each crop irrigated under the channels It will be sufficient 
if the average for the last throe j ears is given 

Tlie maximum carrying capacity of the channels should also be stated 

53 (o) Are there any periods dunng which the supply in the rivers would bo sufficient for a large 
expansion of the area under cotton to utilize which the canals could properly be enlarged wath duo regard 
to finanoial considerations ? If so, please give figures for the canals of which you have experience 

- (6) How would such an enlargement of the canals affect the area under wheat ’ 

54 (o) To what extent could the duty of w ater on the canals of which you have experience be improved 
by equalising the distribution of the supply between the upper and lower outlets on the distnbutaries ? 

B — In tbc Punjib tliH process is tecbnlc'iUj knoun as the * rfmodclling of outUts 
(li) To what extent could modules bo used to effect this purpose ? 

(c) It the distribution were equalized, what additional irrigated area would accrue? What crops 
would bo grown on this additional area ? 

55 Docs the supply in the rivers increase gradually in spring and decrease gradually in autumn or are 
both the inoroase and decrease sudden ? In either case what is the effect on the cultivator’s preference for a 
particular crop ? Please furmsh, it possible, a diagram wath statistics illustrating your reply for the canals 
of which jou have experience 

50 (a) In cases in which canals carry a supply for irrigation durmg the summer months only, would 
it bo possible for the sowings and final waterings of cotton to bo carried out by irrigation from woUs ? Do 
you know any tracts in which such a combination of irrigation from wells and canals would be feasible in the 
case of American cotton ? 

B — Vractiean cotton twiulrcj wntcrlng follom — ' 

(0 riwt mtcrlng "betwetn StorcU 2jtU and 5ta> &l!i 

<ii) Tlirco watering! between the time when tlio lloacra begin to ajipear wbicli U between Jnlj COUi and AiifcUat 10th and the 
end ot September 

( 111 ) V Dtth and llnat watering in Oetolrer 

(o) To what extent do wells exist in the areas commanded by the canals of which you have experience 
and what steps are required to extend tho irrigation under them in those areas ? 

(r) Have you any experience of tube wells and do you consider that their use would bo valuable in 
this connexion ? 

(fZ) Do you consider that it would bo possible suffioicntly to improve tho canal system by tho cons 
truotion of weirs ot in other ways so os to obviate tho use of wells 1 
(c) Can you give an idea of tho cost ot such on improvement in the canals and the time it w ould 
take to oarr^ out as compared with the cost of the construction of tho requisite number ot wells 
and time it woidd take ? 

67 In case it wore found possible to increase tho size ot canals and consequently the irrigated area under 
cotton, wllat addition to gross ro\ enue at present rates for water would you expect ? Pleaso illustrate your 
reply from tho statistics furmshod in answer to other questions 

58 Can you give a rough estimate of the average area of each crop grown on a holding of 100 acres ? 
How aro these areas affected by the water supplj", tho necessity for groiving a fodder crop and of preserving 
siiitablo rotations of crop ? Would any proposal you have put fonvard bring about an alteration in these 
areas ? 

59 Have you any experience in regard to tho lining ot canals ? Do you consider it a practicable measure ? 

GO Can you give a rough estimate of the probable cost ot linmg canals in terms of acreage irrigated ? 

How does this compare with tho acreage rates ot cost of tho canals in thoir present condition 1 

61 If it should prove desirable to enlarge a canal, could this bo carried out in conjunction wath hning ? 
How would you propose to provide for tho existing irrigation whilst tho work of enlargement and lining was 
being carried out ? 

62 What effect would tho linmg of canals have on seopago problems and the rise m the subsoil water 
table ? To what extent would tho expenditure involved be justified on^thoso grounds ? 

63 To what extent would tho limng of canals improve tho supply (o) in tho summer months, (6) in the 
winter months ? Would the expenditure invoUo be justified by tho impiovement, if any, effected under 
this head ? 

64 Do you consider that the water rates charged have any effect on the cultivator’s preference foi a 
particular crop ? Do you consider that any changes are called for in the schedule of w ater rates ? 

VI — InnioATiox 

[For tininesses from Promnees other than the Punjab ) 

65 Pleaso state what experience you have had of irrigation in general and m particular ot irrigation 
under canals Ha\ o you any expcricnoo ot canal irrigation assessment w ork ? 

66 When IS cotton watered and what is tho volume ot water required per acre at each watering ? 

67 Has it been your experience that cultivators prefer wheat to cotton as an irrigated crop ? If so, 
what is tho reason for tho preference ? 

68 Does tho supply m the rivers increase gradually in sprmg and decrease gradually in autumn or are 
both tho mcrease and the decrease sudden ? In either case whot is tho effect on the cultivator’s preference 
for a particular crop ? Please furnish, if possible, a diagram with statistics illustrating your reply from the 
canals of which you have oxporionco 

B 2 
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C9 (o) To M hit extent do 170113 exist in the areas commanded by the canals of -wliioh you have experience 
and what steps are required to extend the irrigation under them in those areas ? 

(i) Have you anj expcrienioe of tube wells and do yon consider that their use would be valuable in 
this connection ? 

70 Do you consider the existing water rates charged for cotton suitable ’ If you can give statistics 
to explain your answer, please do so 

71 Can. 5 ou give a rough estimate of the average area of each ctop grown on a holding of 100 acres ? 
How are those areas affected by the water supply, the necessity for growing a fodder crop and of preserving 
suitable rotations of crops ’ Would any proposals you have put forward bring about an alteration in these 
areas ? 

72 Do you consider that sufficient water is available for a considerable increase in the area of cotton and, 
if BO, why 18 a larger area not irrigated f 

73 Isit your experience that cultivators prefer desAt cotton to American cotton 7 If so, canyon explain 
their reason for the preference ? 

74 Is it your experience that the canal regulations create any difficulties in regard to the irrigation of 
American cotton ? 


I —United Provinces. 

'1 

Upper India Chamber of Commerce 


Examinfd at Caavspore, November 2xd, 1017 


tf'rtflen sfatemeni 

Proceedings of a Conference of representatives of the local Cotton Mills held at the Ujqier India 
Chamber of Commerce at 8 A M , on Tuesday, the 9th October 1917, to discuss and draft replies to the 
question issued by the Indian Cotton Committee 

PnrsFNT^ 

The Almr JIills Company, Limited 
The Elgin hlills Company, Limited 
The Victoria Mills Company, Limited 
The Swadeslu Cotton Mills Companv 
Secretart of the Cliamlier acted as feecrefan 
to the Confei enco 

3871 Preainhli — Tlie questions issued by the Indian Colton Committee were read and replies were 
drafted to such of the questions as appeared to be competent to the interest represented The questions under 
the bead 1 — Agricultural Experience were not touched upon 


Mr T Smith 
Mr T D Edelston 
Mr A A Black 
Mr A Hoisman 
Mr T G ll\an 


II — Commercial Asrrer 

3872 (30) Local trade customs — ^In Cawnpore, the local gmners buy the f opus which comes into the 
market in carts, at so many seers per rupee The consuming nulls buj cotton from the gmners or from cotton 
merchants The price is governed by Bombay and Liverpool A certain amount (3,24,000 maunds in 
191G) of Japas comes in by rail The hulk of this is imported by gmners Ralli Brothers are 
considerable purchasers in the Caivnpore Market and the Japanese have now come in strongly also The 
business of the Cawnpore Market may be said to be entirely “ spot ” 

3873 (31) Standardization of commercial names — The grades here are broadly divided into 
(a) Dw7ii, which includes all cottons from Bengal and the Punjab, and (6) the longer stapled Dcccant which 
comprises all the various grades grown in Central, Western and Southern India The dcshi types are graded 
by numbers rising by halves from 5t to 7 

(2) Wo do not consider that standarization on American lines would he possible m India The name of 
the place whore the cotton is gioivn counts for so much with the Indian dealer who handles the cotton that it 
becomes practically a standard m itself Standardization would lead to the dealer mixing to attain a stand 
ard of quality and this is to be deprecated Manufacturers prefer to do the mixing themselves Wliatever 
the name of the cotton, manufactureis buy on sample 

3874 (32) Buymg agencies — We have no definite workable proposals to make for the elimination of 
the middleman who handles the cotton between the grower and the consumer 

III — Statistical 

38/5 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — ^Tlie present forecasts, wlule m our experience 
sufficiently noourate, would gam greatly in value if issued with greater promptness and we suggest that thea 
could be still further improi ed if experienced responsible officers were detailed to tour in the cotton growing 
districts to view the growmg crop and to collect accurate first hand information of the condition of the crop 
and to make it rcadih aaailable 

387G (34) Improvement of other statistical information — Press return? and returns of cotton received 
in mills based on the voluntary submission of returns bv presses and mills are valueless The submission 
of these returns should he made compulsory 

3877 (36) Pubhcation of Liverpool and Bombay prices — ^Cotton dealers in Cawnpore are m constant 
receipt of telegrams giving the Liverpool, American and Bombay prices 


TV — AlAMJFACTtfBE 


3878 (43) 

fives to 20ys 


( 6 ) Spinning and Wmxnng i 

Counts spun and market for yarn and cloth — The counts spun m Cawoipore range from 
Inc principal market is the United Provinces 
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3879 (44) Condihon of cotton — Cotton armes at Caivnpore well pacl^od anti tv ell pressed I"it 
Uoeoan cotton, m particular, gives ovidonco of bad picking, bad ginning ii\d n high percentage of impurities 
and frequentlj of an admixture of inferior cotton 

3830 (45) ESeot in cotton market of replacement of short staple cotton by long staple — It would have a 
beneficial effect if the present short staple cotton in India were replaced bj a longer stapled indigenous 
cotton 

V — QEXrEBAI, 

3881 (46) Attitude of buyers to Improved cottons — Our experience indicates that buv ers m the past hav c 
been piepared to encourage the growth of improved cottons bv offering a premium for them 

Aknexube I 

LHter from the Upper India Gliamher of Commerce, Caimpore, to the Deputy Director of Agriculture, Central Circle, 

Caicnpore, dated April 10, 1917 

We are in receipt of your No 0938 of the 22nd instant and note that you have received a better offer 
than ours for the K22 cotton you had for sale 

We note that on the basis of the prices mentioned by us m our letter of the 19th March, K22 would bo 
slightlj more profitable than Aligarh white flowered cotton, by which we presume you mean slightly more 
profitable to the cultivators, and in tius connexion we should have been interested to loam what comparativ e 
V alue the buyer of the K22 would place upon these two sorts of cotton 

Generally speaking, in our opinion, the whole question of the cultivation of these new types of cotton 
requires very careful consideration, and we tlunk also that the Department would be well adv ised to obtain 
the opinion as a whole of the cotton mill owners of Cawnpore, as to the relative merits of the various new 
types, not only as compared with one another but as compared with ordinary dcshi 

We would like to make it clear that though spmners would naturally prefer to got a better cotton, still 
until a better typo, such as K22, is available in largo quantities, wo and spmners generally are satisfied to go on 
usmg ordmaiy good deshi We have no desire, in fact, it would be disastrous to us, to see the supply of deshi 
largely cm tailed in favour of an interior type such as the Ahgarh wlute flower, for reasons w Inch w o deal with 
below 

We understand that the cultivation of Aligarh white flowered is now being earned out on a comparativclv 
largo scale, and that efforts are bemg made by the Department to still further extend its cultivation, and wo 
may say at once that this cotton is entirely unsuitable to the needs of Indian spinners — an opinion which 
IS shared with us by other local mdl owners and managers The fibre is very short, and exceptionally harsh 
and coarse, characteristics which arc, we believe, accentuated in years of scanty rainfall From the spinner’s 
point of view, the solitary good feature about the cotton is its good colour but, generally speaking, colour is 
only a secondaiy consideration with spinners in the case of short stapled cottons 

Wo believe that in deciding to extend the cultivation of this cotton, the Department ‘akes largely info 
consideration its high ginning percentage coupled with the fact that since up till the introduction of Aligai h, 
the difference m quality between the various grades of deshi has not been large, the cultivators m any particular 
district have realized much the same price, namely that of the lowest quality for all their Lnpas whatever the 
quality 

In this connexion, however, it should bo remembered that when cotton prices are normal, the difference 
in value between ordinary deshi and fine deshi is only' a few rupees per maund, from which it is clear that the 
difference to the cultivator per maund of hapas is really very small indeed 

As the sortmg out of the better qualities only commences to take ^ce after the hapas has left the ciilti 
vator’s bonds, the resultmg appreciation m value as the cotton passes through the hands of the aralyas 
the ginners, and the balers, benefits only those middlemen Obviously, therefore, the temptation to tlie 
cultiv ator to grow the low class but high vicldmg cotton is veiy great, but it must bo remembered that 
if cotton which the ultimate buyers, namely, the spinners, can only use in small quantities be 
grown on a large scale, the first result, so far as the cultivator is concerned, wiU be merely to depreciate tno 
standard of value upon which the price he obtams for all qualities is based It is true that this may be com 
pensated for at present by the fact that the cultiv vtor of Ahgarh produce a larger quantity of lapas from a 
given area than his neighbour who continues to grow deshi, but if and when the production of Aligarh 
begins to seriously curtail the outturn of deshi, it seems to us inevitable that, since spinners must have deshi 
its value yvill appreciate so much as compared to that obtamablo for Aligarh that the cultii ators themselves 
who still have deshi to sell ynll commence to realize a price sufficiently high to more than compensate for 
its lower vidd, yvlulo those who have something better than deshi to sell, such as IC 22, wall be still better 
off By this time however it may be the work of years to eradicate the seed of the inferior cotton, because as 
yvo understand it, the chief difficulty which has confronted the Department in every attempt to introduce 
ncivty'pes of cotton has always been to prevent mixtures of seeds and to stop the cultivation of the older 
types This bemg so, yve presume it yvould be even more difficult to revert to deshi or to substitute another 
neyy type for one which had already been yvidelv distributed and encouraged by the Department 

Apart from the cultivators’ interests, however, yve, as spinners, can onlv mow with verv grave apprehen 
Sion the prospect of any considerable mcrease in the production of the Ahgarh, firstly , because except to a verv 
limited extent, and even then only when the weather is most favourable to spuming, it is useless to us, and 
secondly because, as stated ahoy e, it seems to ns that a large increase m its production must inevitably tend 
to raise the price of the land of cotton which we yvant and can use, and may ultimately drive us to obtaming 
our supphos from outside the United Provinces 

There is another very serious aspect of tlus matter also which concerns the cultivators equally with the 
spmners and that is the fear that the Aligarh may bo used to adulterate deshi and other better cottons 

It IS of course avoll known that adulteration of the sort is earned out and, notably m the case of Hitig 
anghat, oertam sorts of staple cottons are noyy avoided by spinners for this reason It is wo thmk more than 
probable that adulteration may bo carried out even noiv in places where Ahgarh and deshi are grown in close 
prokimity , ]ust asavas the case a foiv vears ago when it yyas found that des/it was bemg used to adulterate the 
American and Dharwar, of yvhich theDepartment was promoting the groyvtli 

Even however if no such adulteration is now practised, it is certain that this method will ultimatclv bo 
adopted, whether by the grow era or the ginners, or both, in order to get nd of excess and unsaleable quantiUt s 
of Aligarh, and tlus yve have no doubt the Department would be no less anxious to avoid than yve ourselves 
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It therefore, we think necefcsars' on o\ery ground for the Department to give this matter their very 
venous consideiation, because obviously jour activities, houcver beneficial they may be at present to the 
cultivators, should not bo allowed to injure the local spinning industi v , if for no other reason than that this in 

its turn must reflect upon the cultn ators , , , , , , ^ 

Indeed, so far from attempting to further increase the spread of Aligarh or other similar inferior types, 
we are of opimon that the time has now arrived for you to consider whether it would not be in the best 
ultunato inteiests of the cultivators to curtail their growth, and endeavour to encourage the growth of K22 
or other similar sorts mstead 


Proceeflmgs oS a Conference with the Upper India Chamber of Commerce 


Pbesent on EFTiA-Lr or tub Chamber op Covimfrce 


Mr A 

Horsman 

Swadeshi Cotton Mills Company 

Jlr A 

Horsman (Jiinioi) 

Swadeshi Cotton hlills Company 

Mr T 

Smith 

Muir AIills Company, Ltd 

Mr A 

A Black 

Victoria Mills Company’, Ltd 

Tffr B 

West 

Victoiia Mills Company, Ltd 

Mr S 

H Taylor 

Elgin hlills Co , Ltd. 

Mr J 

G Ryan 

Secretary 


3SS2 (Prestdeiil ) The Chamher From what we have seen of Aligarh wliiFe flow cred cotton, it is very 
coarse witli no staple in it though it has a good coloui We think therefore that the policy of the Agricultural 
Department in puslung the cotton is a bad one The cotton is not as good ns the ordinary Bengals The 
Cawnpore mills will not touch it at all On the other hand it has a maikct The Japanese buy it for special 
purposes So far as India is oonoenied, it is a had policy to push such a cotton Wo w ould not take any 
more of it Wo should prefer to ho w ithout it Mr Leake’s IC22 is generally liked by tho mills Iiere There 
IS not any largo cjuantity of it jet It is a really good cotton It spins Ifi’s quite well Its staple is quite 
good from our point of view The length is J to Jths inch 

3883 Mr Simth — ^The last lot w as very good, tho best wo have seen so far The mills hero are moving 
' in the direction of consuming longer staple cotton Tho proportions are half to half in some mills and tliree 

fifths deshi to tw o fifths Deccan cotton m others 

3884 Mr Tatjhr — In the Elgin mills, the proportion is six of longer staple to one of desh 

3886 Mr Blacl — ^Tho proportion of long staple cotton used has gone up lately since the war 

3886 Ifr Taylor — We consider ns staple cotton, cotton the staple of which is at least an inch 

3887 Mr Blacl — ^If Mr Leake could bring up liis K 22 to an inch m staple, ev eryhody would be fighting 
for it 

3888 The Chamher — K. 22 is not on a commercial basis yet Though you may have heard from some 
unbelieveis that the Cawnpore people won’t pav as much for 1C22 as for deshi, we are of opinion that that is 
not the case Tlieio will be no difficulty in absorbing all the cotton of this variety which can be grown, m the 
mills here 

3889 Mr Horsman — ^Tlic mills would take all they could get up to 60,000, or 100,000 bales Wo like 
it immensely 

3890 Mr Smith — We would buy K 22 at tlie price at which a similar cotton could be purohased else 

whore The price would be satisfactory ' 

3891 Mr Taylor — I have had experience of the ordmary Cnwoipore American 1 bought it for tliree 
vears In the first and second years it was quite good, but in tho third year it began to fall off Tho yield 
was particularly small The yield tho first year was about lour hundred bales, in tho second year it was a 
little less Four hundred bales w as the largest quantity that w e have had in any one year It has been falling 
off smeo then and the quality has not been so good 

3892 Mr Smith — It used to come in in small parcels winch gave an infinity of trouble We want cotton 
marketed in big lots The Agricultural Department sells direct to the mills That arrangement is satis 
factors so far as it goes 

3893 Mr Taylor — ^I think the premium paid was a rupee pei maund (100 lb) over No 7, the best deshi 
cotton in the local marl et 

3894 Mr Smith — We don’t flunk that Aligarh white flowered is replacing deshi in tracts from which v\e 
used to get deshi before It is not affecting the supply of deshi At least, so far it is not j et visible 

3895 The Chamher — ^We hav e stated in our wTitten evidence that w e consider that the standardization 
of names on American Imes is not necessary and that the name of tho place becomes a standard by itself 
Some years ago, Mr Johnson, of this Chamber, urged tho authorities to adopt measures to prevent deteriora- 
tion duo to infenor cotton coming into an area which was growing cotton of a highei quality It might per 
haps be possible to adopt that suggestion by prolubiting the movement of cotton m anything but fully pressed 
bales but that might bo expensiv e and troublesome We believe it is the practice in the Bombay Presidency 
to carry cotton in horas oi docras If that w ere piohibited, it might piev ent the mixing w Inch is complained of 
There is a great deal of mixing in cotton but it is diffitnlt to detect now 

3896 Mr Horsman — A fan quantity of Harpalpur (Bunddkhaiid) cotton may be mixed wutli colfon 
from Harda and Mardha 

3897 There are different ways of mixing There is the mixture of short staple wath long staple , then 
there IS mixing with dirt and water Short staple cotton is not watered Dirty cotton is mixed with other 

cotton Graded cotton is mixed w itli finer graded cotton There are tw o sj stems of arbitration in Bombay 

one for staple and one for grade There is either a rebate for defective quality or the cotton is rejected 

3898 Mr Smith — There is no system of arbitration in Cawnpore and no difficulties aiise 

3898 ifr Horsman — Cases are sometimes sent to Bombay for arbitration 

3900 The Chamher — M e consider Mr Leake’s lino ol experiment as the most promising and jt is probabh 
hotter than attempts to cstahlibh Cawnpore American i j 

fr- As to forecasts, Messrs Ealh Brothers have Ircqucntlv pointed out the inacomaoy of the forecasts 

p ^ Po^ition to pouit out Bucli inaccuracies as it IS not in touch with exports 

390- Mr ^’nith Tiie returns from cotton presses should bo sent m regularly At present they are 
of no uso to us To be of any v aluo they must be made compidsoiy and complete 
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3003 Mr llorsman — ^People can please themselves m regard to their submission at present I£ they 
M ore tompulsorj as in Americ i, thej ' m onld bo useful Tho\ u ould give inform ition in regard to India to tho 
aiorld outside 

3001 Mr Taylor — ^Tliero' are sea eral reasons \\ hioh add to the difficrdtj of making the so called Amoncan 
cotton from tho Punjab a success here llio Punjab Agricultural Department presonbes that wo should 
go and buj our on n lapas there , have it ginned and pressed under our on n supervision This is hardly w orl 
able for an mdiaidual firm Tins is in regard to tho cotton nhioh tho Punjab Agrioultural Department 
guarantee as gron n from pure seed Anything a\ c got don n of the so called Punjab Amenoan from the Punjab 
lias, in ovorj case been mi\ed In some cases it has been n orso than in others If n o could get onlj pure 
cotton there n ould bo a a orj big demand for it, I am sure Tho cotton n ould be liable to be rejected ontirela 
if it n ore mixed 

3005 Mr Smtlli — 1 tried to get a press in the Punjab (Lj allpur) to gm mj cotton for me, but could not 
got it done I purchased some cotton through a respectable agent last j ear I purchased about one thousand 
fi\c hundred bales 

3006 (Ifr Wadta) — Jlfr Smith — I can think of no alternative to licensing ginneries Assuming that thov 
ncro licensed, you noiild then bo able to exorcise a certain measure of control That might bo tho solution 
If ginneries Mere licensed, one of tho conditions of licensing should bo that any damping of cotton in those 
ginneries should be folloiied by foifeiture of tho license I aiould certainly' rcoommend that 

3907 The Chamber — ^Wo should say flagrant and repeated oases of damping should bo penalised both 
in gms and presses Wo u ould extend that to deliberate ndidteration m flagrant cases m which a man mixes 
dedn cotton \iith Cainiporo American or K 22, or Aligrah uhite flowered cotton with K 22 and brings down 
tho quality of the w hole Wo w ould make tho resen ation that tlic mixing should be fraudulent if an attempt 
bo made to sell the mixture as a bettor quality Wo arc aw arc that up to 1876 there w as a Cotton Frauds Act 
in this country which was repealed on the mam ground that the Inspectors under that Act were not honest 
If gimicries were licensed and damping and adulteration of cotton were made penal, tho same difficidtics 
might arise again M o do not think that legislation w ould improi o the moraliti of inspectors w hen y'ou have 
a \ cnal lot of men to deal w ith 

3908 Mr Smith — do not think that damping was included in (hat Act, but adulteration came under 

It 

3909 The Chamber — arc rather inclined to think th it a distinction might bo made botw ecu adiiltera 
tion and damping It is impossible to legislate to present a man from mixing good and bad cotton 

3910 Jfr Smith — I think that damping could bo controlled o made a representation to tho Govern 
nient of India that damping should bo tho subject of legislation It should bo controlled at tho presses Thoio 
IS no object m w itcnng lapas vs the damp has to be got out boforo ginning 

3911 The Chamber — M o liav c no sy stem of testing for iiioisliiio but luiow of the testing houses at H vv ro 
m 1 ranee 

3912 Mr Taylor — V testing house would only bo useful foi specific tiscs us fir as we aic oonterned 
The test would bo on tho basis of absolute dryaicss 

3913 Mr Ilor'imnn — A testing Iioiiso is a good idea, but whether it would pay is another m itfcr If a 
testing houso were established in Bombay tho cotton might get damjior on tho w ly to Bombay' llio best 
remedy to prevent damping and adulteration is for tho mills to join togcthei and to gin iiid picss their own 
cotton llathr vs and Agra can join w ilh Cawnporc and gin and prcs-> thou ow n cotton for thcnisclv cs That 
IS ono way of getting cotWn pure The nsk of fluctiiatioiis would hvvo to bo taken but theio would not be 
much loss 

3914 Jllr Smith — 'i here was one mill at Cawnporo which tried to gm its o in cotton ilioy had to give 
It up and to sell the gimiing jilant It did not prove a siiccts-, 

3916 Mr llorsman — I think it w ould pay the mills to do ns 1 hav o iiggested The oxistoiico of pools 
c luses the mills to pay more for their cotton but makes no dilTcrcnco to tho cultiv atoi-s The nulls pay for tho 
gins and presses that don’t worl 

3916 Mr Smith — ^Ihc mills pay part but m nil probabilitv tho giowcr also gets less 

3917 The Chamber — ^I\'’o would welcome any practicable scheme for breaking up gimiing and pressing 
jiools 

3918 Mr Smith — The mixture of unginned cotton w itli ginned cotton is fairly frequent 

1919 Mr Blacl — ^Any mixture to a largo extent of unginned cotton with ginned cotton would lead 
to tho rejection of tho halos ' 

3920 Mr Smith — 'The licensing of ginneries and the withdrawal of the hcenso unless a gin is actuallv 
working ns w ell as tho standardization of ginneries is a matter requiring thought Tho standardization of 
ginneries might load to tho standardization of cotton mills 

3921 to an export duty on cotton, this Chamber has recommended an export duty on raw cotton 
Wo arc m favour of such a duty and wo thin! that this reveiiuo should be canimavl ed for tho iihprovoment 
of cotton I ancashiro would ultimately benefit from such a measure 

3922 (Mr Hodyhnson) — Mr Smith — ^No pure American cotton is used m Caw nporc R vUi Brothers aro 
fairly large purchasers of cotton grown in this district They buy on samples 

3923 Mr Blacl — ^If a farmer has a small quantity of long staple lapas, ho sells it to tho ginneries Ho 
simply sells tho lapas Tho guinones sell the cotton to Rallis 

3924 Mr Smith — Rallis buy /apas from the middleman who has bought it from the cultivator They 
got it ginned Most of tlioir cotton goes to Bombay 

3925 Mr Horsman — ^I doubt if Rallis w ould giv o a sulfioicnt price to encourage tho grow th of long staple 
cotton unless a largo quantity was forthcoming » c , not less than 1,000 bales 

3926 Mr Smith — Tho Chamber of Commerce has its own arbitration rules but disputes aro veiy few 
ind tlioy aro generally settled by tho members themselves We deal with very rcspeetablo firms ind it woidd 
bo a senous matter for them if their names were taken off oiu lists Theio is no future market in Cawnpoie 
In the event of bad weather and crop reports, spot prices go up straight away and tho price goes on rising 

3927 Mr llorsman — Sinco tho last rams the price of ordinary desht has gone up by Rs 4 and Rs 5 
per hundred pounds, i c , about } 1 a lb 

1928 Mr Smith — Cawnpore American comes in m small cxpoiimental lot" and is giving evidence 
of deterioration It is still in in oxpi niiiont vl stage Wo shall t vko it, theie is no doubt about that In the 
ovent of largo quantities of long stvplo cotton being grown in this district as well as in Indi v genorallv, there 
is no doubt that a large proportion would bo used by the Indian nulls vnd a laigo proportion would bo 
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avitUUo for export J.vpan ould come in Agreeing that Dancaslmc iv oiild be quite glad to spm Indian 
cotton '“4ro ifcLs been spinning Anicnoan. if it could got it ^anly clean, the fairlj clc.in m a ^cry anknard 

provision , 

d920 Punjab American spins 21’s very aatisfactorily 

3930 Mr Taylor —I have spim 30’a out of it 

3931 (Mr Bobcrls ) Mf Taylor — ^Tho staple of Punjab No 4 F \\'\h not us good lust >cir as pitvious 

a ears Wo had no difficult} in biyiiig it , , , t i . . 

3932 jPr Smith — I nos confronted nitli tlio difficulty of getting the cotton pinned, but I managed to 
cot It till ouch a very respectable finn n ho purchased it and pot it ginned Last year, the Caunporo \incritaii 
nas aery badly ycllon in parts and there nas yery little of it Wo had to got a rebate on one or tno parcels 

There nas not 100 biles of it , , n 1 1 i i 

3933 (ilfi Wadta ) The Chambo — The Japanese buy distinctly good cotton in this neigh bourliootl 

Rallis bought stained cotton last year to send home Aligarh yihilo floncred cotton Mould not yiorl yicU 

on tho condenser system , „ i m . .i 

3931 [President ) The Chamber — The Chamber supports tho idea of an export duty and tiiinks that tlio 
rcyciiuo thus obtamed should bo earmarked for cotton dcyclopinont in India 

3935 Tlio Chamber of Commerce has already ndiocatcd that tho agriculttnal staff slioiild bo brought 
up to necessary strength A Central Controlling Cotton Bureau consisting of botanists, agrieidtunsts and 
rqircsentatucs of the trade might bo a good plan This idea seems to bo a yciy sound one but mo should 
like to gno mature consideration to tho subject 

3930 In Its Resolution regarding an export duty foniardcd to tho Coy eminent of India, the Clianibcr 
has advocated a iiiodciatc cess and has ayoidcd specifying a partimilar niiioiint 

3937 Mr Smith —Tho oess might bo on a sliding scale 

3938 The Chamber — In conclusion, m o think that tho trade should h vy c some control of cotton dc\ clop 
iiicnt 


The United Provinces Chamber oi Commerce 

Exasum-d at CAyy>ronr, Novimhiu 3rd, 1017 

WrtUen, sta'cmenl submittal by Mr Jai Ham Dos?, reprcscniahi c oj the United ProLincrs Chamber of Commrrcc, 

Catiifpore 

I — AonicuLTUKAi Lari nirsci 
(a) “ Dcshi ” short staple cotton 

3939 (1) ExpenenoD — I liayo been in touch generally yyith most of the cottons gronn in tho I’unj ib 
and in particular Mith the ones gronn in tho distncts of Lyallpur and Jbang I hayo been to a ycry great 
extent in actual contact yvitU tho cultivators 

3940 (2) Varieties — Tho dcslii cotton groan in these districts is only of one variety , but there are somo 

tracts in the Lahore and Ludhiana distncts yylierc more than one y anety is found Tho hilar of tho Lahore 
distnot IS fairly good both in staple and strength, but tho ycry best of all tho cottons of the north IDcihi) 
IS the Peshawar cotton ' 

3941 (3) Size of holdings — ^Tho ayerage holding in the Umtod Proynnccs is something like ten to 
twenty bighas Of tho yvliole holding, three fifths arc giy on to the rabi crop and tyvo fifths to tho } hanf Of 
tho Iharif half of the ayailablo land is given to tho cotton cultii ation It therefore means that nearly tuenty 
percent of tho m hole holding is given to cotton In tho Punjab, a higher percentage is gi\cn to tho cotton 
ciiltiy ation Of late, there has been a Goi ornmont circular that tho m heat soinng may bo encouraged and at 
more than one place I hay e heard it from the persons m the line that they hay o been promised higher amount 
of yvater (irrigation) for the yylieat crop and haao kept an extra portion of land for the Boinng of that crop 
I yvonder if they have been satisfied m itli all that they seem to have heard on tho point 

3942 (4) Yields and profits — ^Tho ordinary yncld of hapas per aero of land y ants yiith tho soil, manure 
and tho y anety of cotton It also depends on tho weather conditions, but, taking all tho circumstances into 
consideration, tho yield in an average year of the deshi cotton in tho Punjab arriyes from nine to tuclyo 
maunds per acre, but in the United Provinces the ay orago is eight to nine niaunds Tho United Proynnccs 
cultivator does not seem to undergo tho same labour ns the Punjabi does, and it sotnia that ho does not 
sonously take to operations to increase the return 

(2) The cotton is sown in tho bcginmng of May and the soMiiig goes on till sometimes late m that month 
the American seed cotton being sown a bit earlier In the United Pronnccs, the cotton is som n at tu o differ- 
ent penods and is named jethu and asarii, after the months in y\ Inch it is sow n Tho fii-st is only som n in tho 
irngated area or whenever there are some earlier sliouers of rain Tina year there vins in general a good 
supply of water from the canals and but for the inclemency of the yycathoi at a later period tho cotton yueld 
tlus year would have been quite a record 

(3) It is of course very difficult, if not practically impossible, to calculate the piofits Mitli regard to 
any particular crop All the yield in cotton is the outcome of most of tho other pi oduco yy Inch tho cidtiy ator 
has to put in to build up tho crop Of course, if by tho profits, tho idea is to ascertain tho price that tho 
cotton fetches, then, leaving tho year 1914 out of consideration, the av ornge for the last years has been Rs 9 8 
to Rs 10 per maund in tho Punjab for tho deshi cotton This vyas the I an puce Tho extinction of tho 
dcshi ynll of course bo very harmful to the industry in general 

3943 (5) Rotations and manures — ^In the Punjab, tho land is ploughed some three or four times, 
as this IS believed to give a better return After first ploughing and hnrroMing a herd of cattle, preferably 
goats and sheep, are mode to sit there for some time Tho duration of this depends on tho time av ailablc 
before sowing At times when there are rams, the manure (cow dung) is apphed, and this is tho only Innd 
of manure that is applied in tho United Pronnccs In tho imgated area in tho Kasiir tahsil'of the Lahore 

Distnot and in several other places whore there are some wells tho yvater wliioh is lathor salty, is made 
very great use of Infact when the cultivators find that there is some deficiency in tho soil due to tho shortage 
of the mamm they begin watering their fields with the salt water of the wells and they find the crop allright 
The cotton fields as a matter of fact reqmro not much of the w ater and in fact an and sort of soil is the most 
useful for the same ^It reqmres very giadual watonng and sometimes it is very difficult to ascertain tho extent 
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of the dryness of the crop A sudden and a bigger flow therefore sometimes proves very harmful Watenng 
by wells is good, but then the area thus irrigated is very small and if tube well arrangements be made they 
Mill very likely prove \eiy useful But then the grave difficulty sets in as to the management of the 
meohamcal contrivances in the affair The individuals cannot maintain and pay a quahfied mistn and 
CO operation is something quite foreign to them If, of course in the agricultural colleges, side by side inth 
the agnoultural traimng the students be given some mechanical traimng, the difficulty may to some extent 
be overcome 

(2) In the United Provinces, the hardu orbing cultivators try to manure the land very well and sow 
potatoes and thereafter tobacco and thus they make the land ready next year for the cotton crop 

'3944 (6) Comparative returns — Cotton ns compared with the other crops does jield a fairly good 
return The other crops along with this are malLt (maize), barley, pulses, and sugarcane Of these, the 
last named one is the most paying, but then it can only be had m either the irrigated 
area or at places u here there is plenty of water The oil seeds also yield a fairly good return, but then of late 
there have been reports to the fact that they are not to be encouraged in the irrigated area 

3945 (7) Condition affecting merease in area — The orea under the desTii cotton has of late 
greatly fluctuated since the introduction of the long stapled exotic cotton, t c , American in the Punjab and 
the Egyptian in Sind There is not much hkelihood of a revival of the short stapled deshi cotton cultivation 
since these^xotio cottons wherever they have been hvbndised have also fetched a higher pnee There is only 
one fear that the cultivators are beginmng to thinl,. that these exotic cottons, and in particular the American 
one, are a prey to the attacks of the boll worm 

3940 (8) Uses of seed and seed selection — Seed is only ntibsed to feed the cattle as this is beheved 
to bring about a better flow of the milk with a higher percentage of the fat in it Seed selection is generally 
made and fine cotton (lapas) is reserved by the cultivators and is hand ginned The cultivator finds it to 
suit the soil but this affair is only Imown to him and he cannot demonstrate it In certain localities seed is 
pressed for the oil to adulterate ghee (clanfied butter), but tins is only done in a very few cases In the 
gins most of the factory oivnors are so very careless about the maintenance of the quahty that they try to 
get the maximum gam with a very small amount of investment The seed is greatly damaged in the open 
air and sometimes in the gins itself Tlie cnltivator is inchned to behove that the seed get greatly heated in 
the roller gins, and thus loses its germinating quahties I cannot personally vouch for it one way or the 
other 

' II — CommerciaIi aspect 

3947 (80) Local trade customs — ^The trade customs with regard to the marketing of the cotton 
differ with different localities In fact there is no general rule and every one looks to Ins own gain and con 
vemenoe In certain cases advances are made to the cultivators and thus their produce is secured This 
IS the work of the commission agents who are doing the banking simultaneously In some cases the produce 
IS sold by the cultivators in the open market through some commission agents (lacJii arat) Sometimes the 
standing crop is bouglit This may in some cases be done by the factory owners, particularly in the localities 
where there is greater competition At places where there are factory pools, this practice is being indirectly 
practised 

(2) The cultivator has to face a great difficulty at practically every step and has therefore no idea to 
either improve the condition of the field or the quality of the crop, for no sooner is the crop av ailable than 
he IS forced, oven much against his will sometimes, to part with it If some adequate financial facilitj be 
afforded lum, there is every likelihood of a better prospect In the first place, the time of the collection of 
the revenue is bad and may be changed and then there are some logislativ e changes that may be affected 
vv herein a Ipt of good can result If nothing else, at least tins might ho done that the village co operative 
banlcs be made to advance on the socunty of the produce 

in — Statistioai, 

3948 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — ^The cotton forecasts ns pubbshed these davs are 
fairly good and are of some use to the dealer But if these forecasts be not left to the sw eet wall of the palicnrt 
(subordinate revenue official) and preferably if this department bo entrusted to the care of some responsible 
authorities, the matter can bo greatly improved 

3949 (34) Improvement of other statistical information — ^With regard to the gimung reports, 
there must be some sort of penalty imposed on the firms winch fail to comply with the requirement of sub 
nutting their report in due time 

3950 (35) Publication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — The pnbhcation of the Liverpool repoi t in 
the up country market will in general bo useful 

V — Generat 

3951 (46) Attitude of buyers to improved cottons — The buyers are at all tubes prepared to pay any 
reasonable premium for the good quahty of the cotton ns well as the / apas and there is no denying the faet 
that the good Amencan cotton is commanding a higher pnee In fact last year there was quite a record 
in the price w hen something like Es 19 per maund were reahsed at an auction 

3952 (48) Desirability of alteration in water rates — There is in general a complaint that the water 
rates are rather heavy, and looking at the returns of the investments in the irngation theie is every 
certainty tint the rates can very easily be reduced if desired In the interests of the cultivator, as well as in 
the interests of the mercancile commuiuty, this sort of reduction would be most desirable 

Written statement sitbmtUed hy Mr Sn Sam Khanna, representative of the United Provinces Chamber of 

' Commerce 

rV — ^Mamteaciuee 
(6) Spinning and weaving 

3953 (43) Counts spun and market for yam and cloth — The counts spun in my factory vary from lOs to 
22s and sometimes to 34s 

3954 (44) Condition of cotton — The qualities of cotton used by mo are — 

(a) Deshi short staple cotton 
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(6) Deshi long staple cotton 
(c) Exotic cotton 

In order to deal -n-itli eacli oi tbo three q^uahties it wU he necessary to give an idea -what difficulties we 

experience in each vaiiety m, , , „ x, 

3956 PificuUtei ni ePahno with " desht ” short staple eollon —This head covers all cotton grown in the 
United Provinces and Piinjah with the exception of the exotic variety grown m these provinces and long 
staple cotton grown m some of the districts of the North West Prontier Province 

{2) There are two sowings done m the United Provinces The early sowing is done in the irrigated areas 
t e , where canal water is avadahlo at the first shower in the month of Juno and the farmers depend chiefly 
on the canal water for watering before the propei monsoon sots in The second or the late sowing is done 
when the monsoon is fairly established after two or three" good showers 

(3) The cotton sown early benefits largely if, by chance, the monsoon turns out to bo a failure but it not, 
the crop being sown early begins flowenng and the pods begin appearing 3 ust at the time when the other late 
sown cotton wants ram badly and the result is that with timely rain the cotton sown early is either entirely 
ruined or damoge to a great extent is done, injuring both the staple and the colour, to say nothing of the 
poor yield This happens almost every year and I would suggest that some amtable steps be taken by the 
Agricultural Department to induce the farmers interested in sowing at the different periods to regulate their 
sowing time so that the bad result experienced by the early sower be avoided 

(4) The second stage is the handhng of the cotton by the ginneries Hero all (luahties of J apas are pur 
chased and mixed without the least trouble being taken of keeping good quality cotton "separated from the 
bad The buyers of / apas, who are cither interested in the export trade or spinmng mills take a good deal 
of care and do not allow indiscriminate mixing The gins are very often in such a bad condition that the 
people responsible for working them, mostly look to the outturn and entirely waive the point of koepinu them 
in good condition, so much so that the setting is sometimes deliberately altered to cut the seed in order to 
increase the production at the expense of injury to cotton 

(6) The third stage comes in the pressing of cotton Here again cotton is subjected to the treatment of 
artificial damping before pressing in order to increase the weight 

(6) The cotton under this head is iwed in spinning low counts for hand looms up to 14s or 16s, and is 
oommercially called Bengal variety 

3956 Diffieidhes in dealing with “ desht ” long staple cotton — ^This includes all the other quahties grown 
10 India with Indian seed and coaersa very wide range of varieties of cotton when looked at fiom the 
spinner’s point of view This cotton is used by the mills for spinmng ICs to 24s and also as far as 305 

(2) The defect m tius vanety is niamlj the leaves that stick to cotton and make it (hity The farmers 
in the distncts n here this variety is grov n arc in the habit of picking lapas from the ground after it has dropped 
'from the plants and got mixed uith the dry leaves which stick to the fibre so nnieh that it becomes almost 
impossible for the spinners to get nd of them entirely in spite of the very rigorous treatment to which they put 
the cotton before spinning Sometimes this defect is visible in cloth also and makes its appearance bad 
It IS a matter of great pity that owing to the farmers sticking to the prevalent custom, they spoil cotton to 
such an extent that percentage of loss becomes a great burden to the spinner From experience, I can 
confidently say that if this custom were by some means stopped, the spinmng qualities of tlus class of cotton 
would improve matenally, as the cotton in this case would not be subjected to the same recurring process of 
cleaning in order to get nd of the dirt and the injury done to the fibre would bo stopped It_would not 
be out of place to mention here that some varieties of cotton although possessing the best spuming qualities 
are so dirty that the loss does not in many instances amount to less than fifteen to twenty per cent 

(3) The second great detect in some districts whore this quality is grown is the most abommable system 
of watermg loose cotton before pressing In some of the Berar districts, bags of loose cotton are spread out 
in the afternoon preaioua to baling on ground which has been completely wetted by water A second 
layer of bags is stacked over this and tins layer of bags is watered to dripping point and this process is con 
tinued tiU the stacking is finished and then a thick piece of gunny soaked m w atcr is spread on top of the lost 
layer and the stack allowed to remain in tins manner until the morning when the cotton is taken out of the 
hags, well mixed, and then pressed In some places, a special man is deputed to water the stack by means of 
a hose pipe twice during the night, once at about 12 o’clock and again at 4 o’clock in the morning, say an 
hour before the mixing commences This procedure, while making the purchaser of the cotton a very heavy 
loser in weight, discolours the cotton and weakens the fibre and thus the original qualities m the cotton are 
not maintained Although numerous attempts have been made by the different merchants and the Chambers 
of Commerce agamst this practice, nothing so far has been done tow ipo out ontirela this defect I am strongly 
of opinion that nothing less than strong legislative measures w ould compel the doers of this iiiisoh of to abandon 
this malpractice The Government of India have not up to now thought it necessary to legidate m this 
behalf and suggestions have been put forward for the establishment of sample houses where cotton could 
be tested and a suitable alloy ance determined to bo paid to the purchaser for the defect This, I have not the 
least doubt, would work satisfaetordy for some time, but lookmg to the continual shortage of the world’s 
cotton crop to meet the demands of the cotton mills increasing continuallv every year without a oorrosponding 
morcase in the area under cotton, tho position of jnills w oidd become very critical and, instead of buying 
cotton on the basis of sample houses, thev w oidd have to content themselves w itli whatever cotton they' would 
get Taking for granted that the position of the spinner would not get so serious by keeping tlie cotton crop 
apace with the additions m the number of new cotton mills, there crops up another difficulty to which there 
does not appear to me a solution Tho merchants w ould start fixing tavo rates for the same class of cotton ona 
with the sample house survey certificate, the price for which will be fixed higher than for tho cotton without 
such a certificate Tlus w ould oontmue for some time and gradually there would be more transactions with- 
out tlio survey certificate than w ith the certificate This w ould again help those people addicted to the 
nofanous habit of tampering with cotton and thus tho system woidd slowly dwindle dowm to almost nothing 
I have seen in some markets tho very same sort of thing happening and the sales w ithoiit survey certificates 
becoming more popular than the ones with certificates 

(4) Under these circumstances, I very stiongly urge that the malpractice now current in the districts 
where this cotton is grown cannot ho stopped witliout proper legislative measures being adopted 

3957 Difficnllics in dealing with exotic cotton — This variety is mainly grow n from Amerioan and Egyptian 
seed in some portions of India The quality so far produced has been very snooessful and I think that, ivitli 
proper care of tho fields as tho preparing manurmg, and sowing, the quality would not only bo maintained 
but improved Tho greatest care must ho taken to arrange for separate ginning of this variety to avoid 
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the miMng of bcod and pcnodioallj, say, o\orv two or tliico years’ tlio seed must bo changed by fresh imports 
from America and Egj pt Seed farms m smtablo places must bo established for distributmg seed to tho farmer 
Arrangements should also bo made cither through tho Agiioultural or tho Revenue Department to give suit 
able duections and hints to fanners foi tho piopor handling of this variety ; 

'195S (45) Effect on cotton market of replacement of short-staple cotton by long-staple — The leplaoe 
ment of tho short staple cotton by that of long staple would ha\ o a veiy peouhar effect on the cotton 
market Tho price of long staple cotton i ould go hand m hand w ith the price of cotton of tho same quality 
grovn m Amcnci Tlio countries that at present depend on most of thorn supplies from America 
w ould look to India to supply their w ants, it not in full, at least for a portion It w ould chiefly depend on the 
quality of cotton grown, how the foreign merchants come into India and try to purchase this cotton If 
this cotton w oidd bo able to roplaoo considerably tho American cotton, I am afraid India would see very high 
prices as tho mam competitoi would bo Japan, who on account of its near situation, would try to capture a 
good quantify , unle'is some protectii o measures w ere adopted by Government to safeguard tho mterosts of tho 
Indmn mills and which I would strongly advocate 

Messrs Jai Rui DvS and Sni Ram Ejionva, representatives of the Umted Provmces Chamber of Commerce 

called and oxammed 

T)59 {Prcsukiit ) Mr Jat Ham Das — ^I am a cotton iiiorchant I bring lapas from middlemen and gin 
It my self I do tho selling and my paitnci docs tho gimnng I find n mixture to a great extent m Amencan 
cotton Rut it tho Goaenimeiit auctions in flic Punjab tho percentage of mixture is announced before 
hand I belonged to Ly alljiur originally I buy extensively in tho Punjab, but do not buy to any great extent 
111 tho United Provinces 

3DC0 (Mr Tl'adia ) I find much damping in tho cotton that I buy from tho villages Tho damping is 
sometimes dono intentionally Tlio / apas is brought in in big carts Tho upper layers of tho cart are not 
damped It is gcncrallv in tho middle layers that i c find the damp cotton In such cases wo out tho price 
There is some adidtcrition with Icaics and dirt, but all these facts are taken into consideration when wo fix 
tho jirico of tho cotton purchased I gin my self and sell tho cotton to the mills hero or send it to Karachi 
and Bombay Tho adulter it ion and damping and niixuig of cottons both ginned as wcU as lapas could be 
stopped 111 two ways It could bo stopped by foiming co operative ginneries with a vioiv to keepmg up a 
proper standard of gmnmg otliorw iso legislation is tho only remedy 

3901 JIv gins w ork under a pool arrangement both nt Ly allpur and Chuk Jhumra Tho pool is only a 
ginning liool "'nd not a buyung pool M\ partner is Malik Mathuradas at Lyallpur 

3902 I do not know w licther w o got a comparatn cly better price for mixed cotton than for pure American 
cotton m Bombay Tho reason for tho mixing that goes on is that, m tho Punjab, Anlcrioan cotton is fetching 
a a cry lugh price in comparison with dcslit and the mixture takes placo in order that the desit which is mixed 
with a certain quantity of American may bo passed oil ns American and thus fetch a higher price This 
mixture is dono fraudulently Mixmg with dcsii docs not improve tho colour of Cawnporo Ameiacan 
My cotton sent down to Bomb ly is subject to suivcy there as any body olso’s Wo do busmoss in Bombay 
through our commission agents and our cotton is subject to ill tlio conditions of tho market m Bombay 
induihng arbitration. Heavy penalties arc at times imposed by tho aibitrators foi miTing but up tiU now 
wo have noicr had any occasion to resort to arbitration 

390 J I haao stated m my wTittou evidence th it tho cullnator has to face great difficulties practically at 
c\ try step and is tlicroforo unable cither to improve the condition of tho field or tho quality' of tho crop Tho 
reason for tins is that tho moment tho cultivator finds his crop ready in ooiiios tho demand for levenue and rent 
Ho IS thereforo in a hurry to throw it on tho market and tho foremost idea that enters mto his mind is that 
his crop should bo tho aery first one to enter the market and so to brmg him a price ^better or otherwise 
IS no question) In his hurry' ho docs not look to tho quality of liis article, but ho is only anxious to get 
into tho market as quioUy as possible Ho cannot store it ho must part with it to meet tho demands for 
Tent and rovonuo H some adequate financial facilities w ero afforded to tho oultiv ator, prospects would 
bo better H nothing else is done, at least tho villago oo operative banks might bo asked to advance money on 
tlio security of produce Tho time for tho collection of revenue must bo changed There are somo other 
changes requir^ m tho law For instance, tho idea is that tho current y ears produce of tho cultivator is 
hablo to forfeiture for any arrears of lont of tho previous year It would bo beneficial if tho law wore 
altered so as to make tho cmrent year’s crop only liable to forfeituro for the present year’s revenue or rent 
only Tho time for tho collection of rci eiiuo is too close to fho time w hen tho cotton is ready Tho revenue 
falls duo m May and Juno and tho second coUootion is some time m January Tho tmio vanes m different 
districts Tho cultivators should bo able to got loans from co operative banka to pay thorn revenue and to 
enable them to hold up their produce. 

3964 Thoro aro a number of mtormcdianes between the cultivator and tho ginnor Usually two It 
all depends upon tho custom of tho market Somolimes tho ouUn ators bring their produce mto tho market 
and sell it through tho ooninuEsion agent Tho coimiiussion agent is always there The commission agent 
only gets his commission, sometimes eight annas and somolimcs twelve, and somo moidental charges 

3905 (President ) Tho cotton forecasts as they aro at piesont are fairly accurate Tho w ork is dono by 
tho patuans These men sometimes go roimd the villages and sometimes they do not They do not report 
tho condition of tho crop exactly, but they smiply say wliether tho crop is good or bad If tho statistical work 
Wore taken away from tho patwaiis and placed under tho control of responsible authorities, it is bound to do 
a lot of good 

3906 'Tho submission, of gmnmg and pressmg loturns should bo oompulsoiy for all ginneries and presses 

3067 Tho publication of Liverpool market prices w ould bo useful to tho zammdars as w ell as to the dealers 

but, under present conditions tho Bombay market reports would bo more useful I doubt, however, if the 
cultivators aro m a position to realize tlioir importance and tho girmer and middlemen got to Imow their 
contents m other w ays 

3968 (Mr Boherts ) My Company is tho Lyallpur Sugar Company Wo also act for Messrs Tata’s 
I do not know how many bales wo pressed last y car All tho bales did not go to Bombay, but some came 
to Cawnporo For a maund of ginned cotton delivered hero, I got Rs 40 to 43, but later on I was offered 
Rb 48 when 1 had no cotton to supply That into was offered after tho rams In 1014, I got only Rs 16 
to Rs 17 for a maund of 100 lbs of cotton delivered hero but that w as an abnormal year I have never 
bought any Cawnporo American In my opimon, Punjab American is better My experience with the 
local miUs is that they are qmto satisfied with Punjab Amencan I get it ginned at Chuk Jhumra 
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3DC9 Mr Sn Pam Khanna —I ngreo Tho Pimjib Aincno m is not mixed 

3970 Mr Jai Pam Das —I ITix o not got a fnotoiy m tlio Low oi Liin Do ib Colon} , but 1 mn contem 

whotlior I got a bettor niarlat for Punj vb American in Bomb ij tinn in Cawnporo, it depends 
upon circumstances Sometimes there is a better market in Bombay In ]3omba} w o deal w itli commission 
agents hero ivo deal dircotlj w ith the nulls The ipnlitj of the Punjab American crop is keeping up x cry w dl 
There has been no deterioration I think last xcai’s crop was better than tliat of tho star before lliat 
was tho opinion gixcn bj the Flgin Mill» Tlio cotton was purchased moslh from the auctions feomc was 
purchased from cultivators too Tho opinion of tho rojimirfars in rcgirdtotho \mencan cotton is fax our 
ible loanietoCvwnpoio m 1913 lhaxohnd cxporioiico in Lxnllpur forhoxtii xtvrs I used to get a 
considerable quantity of American cotton from Jti mg District I think that auctions might bo successful 
heic I see no re ison against it 

3972 {Mr Henderson ) I know Amciican cotton is being grown here in tho United Proxinccs, but I 
have nexor dealt in it In my opinion Punjab American is better than Ciwnporo American I haxe heard 
that It sells at a preiiiuim of Re 1 ox ei deshi This premium is n6t siifboitnf, in the Punjab w c arc getting a 
jirioo of about Rs 17, whereas tho pneo of dedn is about Rs 12 

3973 Tho extinction of desh cotton would bo hirmfiil to tho cotton industry in goncnl "My reason for 
fe vying that is that long staple cotton is gciicrallx xveal in strength and unlt-.s dcifii cotton is mixed witii 
Amcuoan, tho lattoi is not sufrioicntly strong 1 haxe not any person d oxp'rieiicc is a spiniur 

3974 (Mr IlodgUnson ) Colton Ucs under cox oi in mv gmmng faetonea It depends on wcithcr 
conditions as to whotlior tho weight increases 

3976 (President ) Mr f>ri Pam khanna — I am a spinner As to duiiipiiig and adulteration tho cotton 
13 sold by tho cidtixator m small quantities to zatntndars x\ ho again sell it to jictty niorcliiints, who sell to tho 
mills through tho ara/ya The cultix at or damps the cotton to a ocrlvm extent He sometimes docs it deli 
boiatcly and Bometimes it is packed w ct Ho docs not w orrj much about the condition of tho cotton handed 
ox 01 to tho potty merchant The intcrmcdmncs also do not xvorry and max add more moisture It often 
happens that cultiv vtors, when orosaiiig a rixor, throw xvator on the cottiii in their carts This is not so 
bad now as it used to bo two or three ycaia ago Thogiimcncs pay lower jirico foi such damped hapas I do 
not deal m lopas and cnimot, tlicicforc, siy exactly xx ho is ri sponsible for this damping I think it is 
mostly tho giimorics who are responsible for damping before pressing and it u Bomolimcs done by tho 
owner of la pas 

3976 I buy b vies on s implo and open uji tho b vies before biix mg When x\ o got the bales from a respect 
able firm wo do not worry much Wo open two to tlirco per cent and bomcliniesas much as fixe per cent. 
Last y car I bought some Punjab American from Lx vllpiir I sent for a baniplo of Caw nporc American but w as 
too late to got It as tlicio was only a xerv biiiall siippU In nix opinion, on the whole, there xiovild bo a gnxat 
market for long staple cotton it tho growing was looked iftcr properly It would suit nix bu-iiicss 

3977 (Mr irudin ) Wo spin up to 22s from the dcs/ii long st vjile Me use rfes/n long staple coming from 
Deccan for these counts I mean by desht long staple Westerns and Oomrv, Tho Desht cotton hero is no 
good for 20s My personal opinion is that, if desht cotton xxcro rcjilacotl bx long staple, tho prices xivould bo 
regulated on tho basis of Aiucncan There xxould bo great competition in biciiriiig cotton and tho result w ould 
bo that tho Indian mills xxould suffer and tho only xxax to axoid this iisk xxould bo to adopt protcotixe Icgisla 
tion in tho mtercsts of Indian mills I have not discussed tho matter with my Chamber Mv mill is tho Ram 
Chand Guisahaimal Cotton Mills Co , Ltd , Luoknovx I have 9,000 spindles and no loonib 

3978 In addition to damping and mixing, particles of pod and Icvf slick to tho fibre oxen after cotton 
IS ginned This is duo to bad picking in tho first inslanco 

3979 I haxe not considered what land of legislation would bo most Buitible I think that legislation 
xxould stop mvlpracticcs I should say that sample houses would not work You would bond in your sample 
there, and a cci-tam rebate xv ould bo fixed if tho cotton xx as found adulterated Tho i esiilt w ould bo that, oxx mg 
to rebates, tho merchants would get annoyed and they xxould sax that tho would not sell any cotton on tho 
condition of its being surveyed in tho sample house Then the result w ould bo that people w ould buy xx itliout 
tho aid of tho sample house and thus it w lU bo a failure It is a bad jinvctice to adulterate any thing before 
it comes to tho market and I should thml that bomc piinishiiicnt m tho sliapo of fmo or bomclhing of the lund 
should bo imposed for such an ofTcncc I think tho gimicrs and presses are tho mam culprits It would bo 
smtablo if ginneries and presses xxcro licensed and the commission of the offence of adulteration wore followed 
by tho penalty of xxithdrawal of tho license 

3980 (Mr Hodglinson ) Tho sample from tho bales is gonciolly taken from oiio of the ends In the case 
of a mci chant of good reputation, it is only nccessaiy to open one bale If mix defect is found, bales are opened 
up to five per cent feomotiincs an extia icbato is obtained xxhen faults arc found at tho centro xxlicn tho 
whole halo has been opened out iSamplcs taken from tho soft side arc good in appcaiiincc It is from tho 
boft side at the end that the sample is taken WV do not t vko any b implo from tho middle 

3981 (Mr Poherts ) I got Punjab Amoiican I am quite satisfied w ith it and I get it pure Tho pneo 
that I pay for it is Rs 41 8 or Rs 42 I puichoscd it tluough JIi Jai Ram Das I luxe also bought on 
forward contriots I haxe found it svtisfiiotoiy oxcejit that the ginning is bid to a very small extent 

3982 (Mr iradta ) I haxe bought cotton from tho Cculrnl Proxinoes I haxe no oxpeiionoo at all of 
the damping there, but I haxe hevrd from persons who haxe been mohargoof factories there that every press 
as a rule piaotiocs damping 


Mr. J N COCOLAS, Cawnpore 

Exaaiikld at CAXXhrOBL, Novlmblu 5tu, 1918 
' ' Written statement ^ 

I — ^AOKICXILiUIlAL EXPEBIEXCE 

3983 Qeneral — Tlie only icmaik I wish to make m this connexion is that tho establishment of seed farms 
wi(h a view to distributmg seleotod seed on a largo scale to oidtixators would do more than anythm" else to 
improve tho quality, class and staple of cotton growing in these districts The Agricultural Department m 
Cawnpore have succeeded in growing deshi cotton of a most excellent quality, and I seo no reason xvhv this 
Btaudaid should not bo perpetuated ^ 
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II — COMMEKCIVL ASIECT 

3984. (80) Local trade customs — The sjstem followed is that middleincn, as slated, cirt the lapas 
doiv n to the central markets m here the daily arrivals aro bought up by the trade and distributed to the i arious 
giiming faotories of the place There is practically no dealing in futuies in lapas Advances to cidtivators 
are made entirely by/commission agents {aralyas) «> 

3985 (31) Standardization of commercial names — The commercial names of cotton are ericep 
tionally suitable since they clearly state ivhere the cotton comes from No alteration should bo made and 
any attempt at standardization under one name u ould be fatal 

3986 (32) Buying agencies — It is impossible, in my opinion, for any organisation to bo formed uliioh 
could handle any' appiooiablo quantity of the crop of these Provinces and consequently the present system 
uhereby the middlemen collect the Lapas fioni the \illage markets and cart it to the central markets iviU have 
to oontmuo so long as the present ginning arrangements exist 


in — Statistical 

3987 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — ^Tho only possible impioiement in the cotton forecast 
would be loss delay m publication after it is uorked out 

3988 (34) Improvement of other statistical information — Unless statistical returns aie made compulsory 
they aro useless 

3989 (35) Publication of Livcrpoool and Bombay prices — Present publication is ample 

IV — ^MANlTFACTUnE 
(a) Ginning and pressing 

3990 (38) Type and number of gius and presses — I have in my tu o faotories Platt Brotliei-s double 
and smgle roller gias 90 double roller gins in Caunpote, 34 single roller gins m Kanauj and one Nasmyth 
Wilsons hydtaulio press in each factory' 

3991 (37) Size of bale — The size of the bale is SO'xlO'xlV" 

3992 (38) Saw gms versus roller gms — ^I have never had any experience of saiv gins, but I prefer the 
single roEei to the double roller gins 

3993 (40) Factory labour — Labour is getting very scarce and more diflSoult to obtain 

3994 (41) Condition of cotton — ^Very often the condition of lapas is objectionable as it is brought 
in the markets m a very damp condition, uhioh fact not only' rums the class of the cotton but it sorioudy 
damages the staple Cidtivators slioidd be taught to pick their lapas crop during the day m an absolutely 
dry condition and not early m the mormng u hen cor oicd m ilh dc\i as it is the practice in these districts Buyers 
of the rau cotton [lapas) should also oombme and heavily penalise damp goods whilst full prices should be 
paid for dry lapas 


Mr J N Cocolas called and examined 

3995 {President ) I liar e a good deal of experience of the Umted Provinces I think K 22 is a very 
good cotton The mills u oidd use i ery big quantities of it, if they could get it They are importing it from 
Ujjam uhore it has done very well It has a staple just imder an inch but I cannot say what counts it can 
spm up to The quality is aery good, Aligarh wluto flower cotton was sent to a spinnei m Bombay who 
said that ho was accustomed to spin cotton with two ends and not with one end It is a good cotton as 
regards colour It is mostly bought mixed If it came in by itself in big quantities, the Japanese might buy 
it on account of its colour, but the spmnera in India w ould not touch it It might have an extensive value 
as gun cotton There is another kind of cotton in these provinces, w Inch comes from the eastern part and 
IS called manoa It comes in in May and June from Gorakhpur side It gives a very poor outturn, its ginning 
peicentnge being as low as 22 It is very white and aery harsh and aery short in staple It is very good 
for mixing with wool I have seen very little Cawnpore American The Agricultmal Depaitmont takes 
it all up and it goes straight to the mills , the staple is satisfactory, bein^ver an inch in length 

3996 I am a ginnor and a trader in cotton, that is to say, I gm for myself and for nobody else I am 
a direct buyer The cultivator sells his cotton m small quantities to the village bania who sends it to the 
aralija and then it comes to the marl ot If prices are low and the crop is big, the cotton comes in in a beauti 
tid condition, but if prices are high and the crop is low, the condition is exactly the reveme In a rismg 
market, the buyers do not out prices as they aro glad to take what they can got Kapas comes m so very 
hot that if one puls one’s hand into a number of carts, it would bo blistered In the first place, the cultivator 
picks yarly in the moining when the dew is on the plant and ground The cotton is brought to the middle 
man who starts watering the gioimd and after placing the lapas on the wot ground coven, it with a gunny 
which ho also waters The lapas is left there and is allowed slowly to absorb all the moisture This causes 
fermentation of the oil in the seed A gicat amount of deliberate watering and adulteration goes on It 
IS difficult to say' how it can be stopped by legislation as it is the small man who does it Sometimes a deduc 
tion IS made from the price of every bundle for water The buyers combme to do this and it goes on for two 
01 three days when the combination breaks up There is very keen competition 

3097 I considoi the trade names of cotton v cry siutable High class and high quality of Harda cotton 
IS sometimes exported and delivered in Europe against sales of Broach I do not see any way of stopping 
this It IS not very difficult- to tell ordinary Harda cotton from Broach Foi tluee years I was a cotton 
broker m Bombay It w as a common practice to put marks on the end of the bales so that they could bo 
removed when the cotton anived m Bombay If bides w eio marked on the centre under the hoops, the marks 
coulifcnot possibly be removed In Gw ilior State, orders liav o been issued that no bale is to leave Ujjain 
unless it IS marked by the press either “ Pure Ujjain ” oi Ujjain mixed ” Cotton used to bo brought into 
Ujjam from Indore and exported and sold as Ujjain cotton Bales of cotton or loose cotton imported from 
Indore and exported again from Ujjain or pressed m Ujjam are not marked “ Pure Ujjam ” but “ Ujjain 
mixed” The rides were introduced last year , 

3998 I consider the multiplication of seed farms necessary as the sweepings of factones are now given 
out as seed. In consequence of this multiphcation of seed farms there should be a largo increase of the 
agricultural staS 
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3999 I consider that the information contained in tho cotton forecast is q^uito good and fairly accurate 
and that its pubhoation is necessary in order to help the tndc The dates aie ^luto smtahle, provided tho 
forecasts arc actuallj issued on those dates Ginning and pressing leturns are of no use unless they are made 
compulsorj Otherwise the faotories put any figure they IiLc and submit the returns or not as they IiLo 
The cultn ators u ould not understand Bombay and Liverpool prices, if they were put hip in the local markets 
There is no buyer who is without telegraphic information from Bombay 

4000 I am inohntd to take the new that the stopping of damping of cotton hes in tho hands of the trade 
Tlio trade must comb ne, but the stopping of damping of lapas is in the hands of the villager There is no 
damping of lint in Cawnpoie I consider it impossible to legislate m regard to damping, because I do not see 
u ho IS goinr' to supervise A good deal of damping goes on in Berar Attempts to stop it would only mean 
bribery of the factorj owner The faotoiy owners will not take any trouble to stop tho watering of cotton 
by tho owners There are factories in which steam pipes have been put into tho cotton opener in order to 
enable f he cotton to absorb moisture whilst passing through tho opener This is a very good way of damping 
cotton There is only an opener foi rui tho opener is not used for 1 apas This is the practice in Central 
India, in the Central Provinces, m tho Borars, in the Nizam’s territory and various other distncts If the 
Lapas IS wet, it cannot be ginned The percentage of moisture put in by these steam pipes is about two to 
three per cent 

4001 {Mr Henderson ) It is a mistake to distribute a high gmmng cotton like Ahgarh white flower It 
IS good for the cultn atoi because ho gets a bigger outturn per acre, but it has no spinning value The seed 

15 spreading lapidly and is helping to spoil othei cottons It is spreading in tho Umted Provinces and in tho 
south of the Punjab There is no cotton like it in tho Central Provinces It would spoil tho trade name of 
any distnot in which it w as introduced as it is so short in staple I am very much against the distribution 
of any seed of that class of cotton K 22 is a very good cotton I do not know w hat outturn the cultivator 
gets from it 

4002 I buy cotton both from imgatcd and non irrigated tracts That from the non irrigated tracts 

16 bottci in colour but not so good in strength as that fiom the irngated Tho desht in the imgatcd tracts 
has a stronger staple, but is of bad colour The reason is that in irrigated tracts cotton is sown early and 
matures whilst the monsoon is on Cotton from imgatcd tracts was brought into the market this year as 
eaily as 2Gth August 

4003 I am in favour of work being carried on to improve tho staple of deshi cotton. There is a big 
demand for it I have no deahngs in Amcncan cotton The mills buy it I have seen Punjab 4-F It is 
a very good cotton, but it has different lengths of staple and is mivcd X would prefer K 22 being grown than 
American The price of Amenoan, is Rs 20 above Broach in Bombay, and it would pay tho cultivator if 
ho could get an equal pnee here There w ould be a vciy big market for K. 22 I do not tluhk that Amenoan 
would do as well round Cawnporo as K 22 If tho Agncultural Department guaiantced tho staple and yield 
of Caivnporo Amenoan, I should have no objection to it being pushed the longei the staple is, the better 
Wo import long staple cotton from tho south, i e , from Bijapur, kimptas, Miraj, Northerns, Westerns, etc 
Unless you keep up solootion of seed, exotics deteriorate The Cambodia of last ycai had detciiorated from 
what It was its first jear That might bo duo to mixing, but I cannot say defimtoly whether it is so am 
therefore in favour of indigenous cotton K 22 should get a piemium of Rs 40 to Rs 50 per khandi over 
deshi in an average jear, i e , Rs 5 to Rs b poi standard maund of rut That would bo an average of just 
less than Rs 2 per maund of lapas Tho maikot value of Punjab Amcncan is Rs 10 a maund of rui over 
deshi, I e , Rs 31 a maund of / apas ov er deshi so that when tho v aluo of deshi is Rs 10 jior maund of kapas, 
the V alue of K 2*2 w ould be Rs 12 ana that of Punjab Amcncan would bo Rs 13^ Punjab Amenoan is not 

V ery umform in staple It contains tw o different kinds of staple, ns it comes into tho market I do not - 
know whether it is grown hkc that or whether it is mixed ns I have seen no snmjiles of the kapas If tho 
staple wore umform, it would get a considerable piemium ovoi deshi, i c , considerably moio than Rs SJ 

4004 (Mr Itoherts ) I have no experience of the Punjab at all Bales are mnikcd in some cases on the 
flat side and in some cases not at all as most of the cotton is used for local consumption, although a great 
deal IS exported Each bale should bo marked at the press on the flat side 

4005 The cultiv ators bring m / apas damped Tho moisture is intentional and not natural A deduction 
accordinglj is made if the state of the market permits If two people bring in kapas, one dry and one wot, 
tho former wiU get tho better price, but it is very unusual that dry kapas is brought in in a yfiar hko this 
AH tho / apas usually comes in in the same state It is not the general practice to damp cotton in tho Central 
Provinces before pressing but that is frequently done It does help pressing a little In Bombay, it is a 
well known practice In Bombaj, rehable selections arc sold at Rs 10 or Rs 10 over^^ordinaiy selections so 
that damping is penalised to that extent in the ordinary course of trade If damped cotton is sent to Bombay, 
it gets dampei still on the sc i v oyage Eoi expoit and dining the drj season in India, w eights are calculated 
on the basis of dampei cotton at home than in India as it gets still damper in transit home If damped cotton 
IS not sold qmckly, tho leaf becomes black and dampness makes the cotton smell The cotton in Bombay 
in the monsoon contains four to five per cent of moisture even if it was honestly packed 

4000 Theio is no market in India which is not flooded with telegraphic information Tho buyer is 
certain that everybodj else has tlie same information as himself It w ould be a good thing to stop tho pubhoa. 
tion of market opimons as that would stop speculation to a great extent Official publications of pnees and 
market opimons would lead to more speculation In Cawnpore market, the biggest crop ovei placed on the 
market was one hundred thousand bales and yet to daj we have speculation to the extent of 250,000 bales 
The seller loses to day Rs 4 a maund on account of speculation Ordinary deshi cotton is being bought at 
Rs 40 8 per maund of nil for speculation 

4007 (jlfr 11 adxa ) I do not know the rules of the testing house at Havre I had had no complaintu 
111 legard to cotton shipped to Havre although 30,000 bales were exported that year by my firm Anything 
th it w ould prev ent adulteration w ould be helpful to tho trade 

4008 (Mr Poberts ) I do not think that it would be difficult to secure for tho cultivator a piopof price 
for K 22 Better cotton than deshi would get a proper price Carts are opened and made into bundles of 
one maund and ton seers of lapas, so that the whole of the contents of a cart are thus seen A full pneo 
would be secured for K 22 if a thousand bales could bo obtained Nobody would want fifty bales, except 
in a few cases I could make use of it myself as I import large quantities of cotton from Ujjoin 

4009 (Mr Henderson ) There is a real demand for a good clean article and it is possible to produce it. 

I do not consider that there is any need for mixing and I do no mixing mj self, however laige the number of 
grades I consider that tho small man euts his own throat by mixing 
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No wriilen slatemenl was svhmitled hy tins twines^ 

4010 (President ) — dislike Aligaih -white flowered cotton verv much indeed and should hive to see 
the cultivation of it discouraged if not altogether stopped btcanso I am afraid of its spreaaing to the detiiment 
of better varieties and or being purposely used to adulterate them Theie is also a danger of the seed getting 
loose about the country and being unintentionally mived with othei varieties It is a thoroughly bad cotton 
nnd’is practically unusable, at all events in India and cspeciallj in up country mills on account of the hot diy 
chmate I understand that, so far os the comparatively small quantity at present gro-wn is concerned, it 
13 exported and that the Japanese buy it, probably on account of its good colour -which is I consider the'only 
good point about the cotton It is my idea that if the cultivation increases to a largo extent, it may seriously 
interfere -with the supphes of cotton -n Inch wo w ant in Cawnpore I understand that up till now, the Depart 
ment of Agriculture ins, as far as possible, got back the seed and re issued it m comparatively limited 
quantities I should like to see them atop re issuing it altogether and also stop all propaganda in favour of 
it It IS not easy for tlio Indian trade to take any action in the matter as tlio pimcipal market for it is an 
outside one 

4011 I Jniow Ml teal e’s improved desin cottons IC 22, and K 28 I like K 22 but do not consider 
K 28 quite so good, though I have not seen it this y ear I would a! way s pay a preiiiuim for K 22, as I 
know it, over ordinary des/u or Aligarh white flowered, and I hav o bought it, as a matter of faot, at a 
premium from the Agricultural Dopaitment Last year I offered a piemium of, I think. Us 2 S oier fine 
des/ii per maund of Imt The price of fine des/ii was about Rs 32 at the time As a mattei of faot some 
other mills offered annas eight more and got it There was only a small supply available, about fifty bales, 
and for commercial quantities I e-rpeot the premium would have been stiU better 

4012 I know the variety described as Ca-wnpore American When I was in the Elgin Mills, we 
guaianteed to take the whole crop two years in succession Wo liked it then, particularly the variety then 
Imo-wn as Saw gmned Dharw ar, and promised to buy the entire crop’up to two thousand bales m the first year, 
but in the end we only got about three hundred bales of usable cotton up to sample The arrangement w as 
that the price should bo fixed foitnightly on tho basis of “middUng American ” m Li\ erpool and was to bo 
l/4d (or l/2d} under it the first year and l/2d the second y car Tho staple of the Cawnpore American 
cotton varied gicatly oven in the same crop 

4013 Tho best agricultural policy to pursue m the United Provinces, m mv opinion, would be to 
oliminato Aligarh white flowered and to push K 22 in tho same way as tho Ahgaih white flowered has 
hitherto been pushed Tlio staple of tins cotton is not vciy long Last year it was between |ths inch and 
^ths inch It IS hardly a staple cotton, but it is an improvement on deshi — even the bestdesAi — because it is 
finer and therefore gives a better y am 

4014 (Mr IVadia ) — Theie is much mivmg of deshi cotton It is mixed with impunties such ns sand 
(which 13 a favounto method of weighting), water and also lower grades of cotton, i e , higher grade 
cotton IS adulterated with lower grades I camiot say what tho proportion is I have examined samples in 
which the length of staple vanes as much as a quarter of an inch As to whether anythmg is mixed with 
K 22, 1 can oMy say that I has o not seen it in sufficient quantities and, as far as I Itnow up to last year when 
r last saw It, it had only been grown by the Agricultural Department on their own farms, where 
it would not bo adulterated in any way The trade is the only agency which can effectively put a stop to 
damping and adulteration Dampmg is practised accordmg to circumstances by middlemen, ginners and 
growers Speakmg of desJit cotton, I think -the cotton is daippod by all of them This year cotton, i e , lapas 
IS commg into the Cawnpore maikot damped dchberately by groweis and by the audyas This is probably 
due to the ciop being short and to puces bomg high, which forces buyers to be less particular regarding the 
6otton they accept Nothing effective can be done by Government to stop damping, though, I suppose that 
it could be stopped by legislation, but the cost in that case would be prohibitive an enonnous staff of in 
speotors all over the cotton growmg districts would have to be employed and they would have to bo well paid 
men The prevention of mixmg of different vaneties of cotton lies with the buyers There are dealers in 
Cawnpore from whom I would not buy for the simple reason that I should expect to get mixed or damped 
cotton from them I expect tho same apphes to other buyers My conclusion is that tho trade is tho agency 
which can do more than anybody else to stop this practice 

4016 I have no very great experience of ginning or pressing pools, but I know that they exist They are 
usually broken up before they have gone very far Every gin or press Ins to pay to a common fund some 
portion of the charges that they loi’> m order to provide for the factories which are not working As to tho 
question whether the incidence of such payments falls on the zamindar, my own o-xpenenee is that the 
cultivator at all events gets much tho same price for his I apas, however lie disposes of it and in whatever 
quantity and that much money is made between the time tho cotton leaves the hands of the cultivator and 
I reaches the miU I cannot say who gets most of it I do not think that there would be any great point 
in abolishing theSe pools as they are, I thmk, more generally the result of scarcity of work, owmg to tho 
number of gins and presses exceeding the demand rather than of an attempt to put up rates unduly I 
have no information at present if any local pool has been formed inth any object beyond that of the usual 
combmation This year pressmg charges are up, but this is possibly owing to the high price of gunnies 
and hoops Two presses are, I bebevo, out of action as they arc pressing lliusa (fodder) and this may ba\ e 
helped tho remamder to put up prices It is tnic that prices of cotton in Ca-wnpoio are gettmg more and 
more governed by the Bombay pnees every year If the ginnmg charges and pool rates are high, the pnee 
paid for lapas might possibly be lower, but it would not necessarily follow the Bombay prices exactly If no 
pools existed, then the cultivator might get a little more, but on tho other hand I expect that some of the 
gins would hav e to shut up It is only by means of pools that so many of them can keep going at a 
profit Many gms and presses could not work before these pools were formed 

4016 I do not quite understand what the result would be if testing houses were instituted at Bombay 
on the same lines os at Ha-vie or what effect the testing bouse would have if any particular lots of cotton were 
found to'be damped Any penalties imposed should reach the real culprit, the man who actually damped or 
otherwise adulterated the cotton Tlio difficulty -would be to get back to the real culprit, because in the 
first instance cotton in India is collected in very small lots and bulked by dealers, ginners and balers, lots as 
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often ns not mcreasing in bulk ns they pass on from hand to hand The establishment of such a testing 

house might make the final dealers more careful n hat they bought , ™ 

4017 The mitmg of lapas luth lint is not nearly ao bad now as it used to be We oocasiOnnlly get 

cotton in avhioli lapas has obviously been put in purposely after gmmng but things arc not so bad as they 
■were twelvo'or fifteen years ago I take it that rejection by mill buyers liere is putting a stop to it I do 
not know of any other reason win it should be growing less , , „ 

4018 I am not interested m any gmmng factories There was a ginning factory attached to the 
Cawnpore Cotton Mills, but it has not worked since I have been there It might be feasible to have a 
separate entrance for lapas and a separate evit for lint These were separate in the factor\ I mentioned 
I have not had very much to do with g-niung factories, but I sec the point as regards the estabbshment 
of separate entrances and exits for hnt and lapas, winch would tend to prevent accidental mixing by lapas 
dropping oxei into the lint I have not had sufficient experience to say whether the licensing of ginneries 
on certain conditions is feasible, but it would probably mean that so far as the above pomts are concerned, 
many ginneries w ould require complete remodelling It vv ould be to the advantage of the trade if it 
stopped such mixing as now takes place I have no experience of presses, beyond occasionally visiting 
one of the local presses So far as I have seen local pi esses, lint is kept on tho ground at the back 
of the press, and sand might get mixed with the Imt before it is put m the press It would be a good thing 
to liav e all presses paved, but such improvements could not bo brought about unless there is some sort of 
legislation Some of the ginneries or presses would not go to the expense unless they were forced to do so 
In regard to the question whether, if licensmg were introduced, it would bo a g6od thing to penalise a factory 
by the withdrawal of the license when such malpractices os that of dnmring by means of a hose as shown 
in the photograph on the walls of this hall were detected, I should like this done if it were feasible, but who 
would inspect ? Sly idea is that there would be no difflcultj in the detection of the onmo, but rather when 
it was detected, in getting it reported and punished 

4019 (Mr Hodgltnson) I saw K 22 last year It w as fullj }ths inch in staple It must have 
been about that I hav e not seen any of it this year 

4020 (Mr Henderson ) During the last three years, i c , since the war staited, there has been a a ery 
great deal of speculation in the local cotton market here Previous to that, I donotknow that there was vei} 
much of it in the local market I do not know xvhether the local speculation has any particular effect upon 
the local mills I cannot say whcthei this local speculation is increasing or decreasing If all the stones 
that I hear are true about tho trnnsaotiona that take place, there must bo very large sums involv ed 
Some of tho brokers fail occasionally I do not think that it affects the supply of ready cotton to tlie nulls 
as a rule, the speculation is mostly m ‘ futures ” I have had no such experience myself 

4021 I am not in favoui of mills doing then own ginning and buying of / apas As I liav e mentioned, 
my Board of Directors have reccntlj, on my recommendation, disposed of tho gins which we had The 
difficulty IS that the buying of lapas is quite a different thing from buying cotton ready ginned and 
requires expert knowledge, and while one may be buying cotton all the year round, the lapas season locally 
lasts only some two moiitlis m the year I do not know whether the proiits from ginning are large I do 
not know to w hat extent gin owners as such speculate On an average from j ear to j ear, ginneiiesmaj 
possibls make a profit of ten per cent in oidinary times and possibly more 

4022 There is no doubt there lias been much deterioration in the staple of cotton from various 
districts I have found that, m certain tracts, cotton has so much deteriorated or that adulteiation is so 
general that I hav e had to give up buying For instance, I have been obliged to giv e up buying Hingan- 
ghat It used to be a very fine cotton at one time, but it is now very inferior indeed, and if, as I behev e, 
there is still some of the original good cottqn grown there, it is very difficult to procure this pure w itbout 
being ou tho spot to buv and gm one’s own I apas, winch is where reliable dealers “ score ” in establishing 
good permanent connexions with the mills It is not tnie that such deterioration has taken place iii all 
districts The quality of the cotton from any given district vanes naturally and considerably from one j ear 
to another Tins year so far as I have seen it, the new Akola Khamgaon cotton is much superior to what 
it was last year, while this year’s Ujjain is very much inferior to last year’s Eegarding Broach cotton, 
I have heard it stated in Bomhaj that Broach [has detonoiatcd very considerably in the last few years, 
which I behev o to be true though I do not know much about itj as it is many j ears since I handled any 
Broacli in bulk Really fine Broach is certainly still a v crj good cotton, but I am told that there arc many 
inlenor vaneties I do not think that tliere has been any appreciable general or permanent deterioration in 
Indian cotton Ev en taking a senes of years I do not tbink that, apart from deliberate adulteration and 
ordinary seasonal \ anation, tlie cotton of to day is vvoise than it was, saj , tea or fifteen years ogo 

4023, (Mr lioherls) The Hinganghat cotton vve used to buy was usually liougbt from local 
Cavrapore dealers I do not recollect v ery accuratelv what the staple was It spun twist 3 'arns, 16s and 
IGs, suitable for poweiloom weaving It lias deteriorated considerably of late j'cars, due partly to the 
mixing of good and bad lapas and partly to the continued use of inferior seed I should say it has 
deteriorated verj much from w hat I have seen of it, but I have not seen much of it during tho last tvv o 
jears I should saj' that a bad reputation like that would to some extent affect the growers of superior 
cotton in the same tract The name would get disliked and people would not consider it worlli their while 
buying it at all 


40^ My dealings used to he to some extent with uralyas, but of late only with the big brokers who 
accumulate the cotton The man we buy from is the big cotton merchant, who in Ins turn deals vvith the 
ginner The usual sequence is, cultiv ator, middlemen, — small or big, ginner, other brokers and finally the 
mill A® whether cotton is alwajs damped by the growers or the aratyas, I can only say that, ]ust at 
present, tuo opos that is coming into Cawnpore is deliberately damped , whether it is damped by tho man 
who grows it or by the bania or aratva who collects it or both I cannot tell jou This veai tho damping 
IS probably due to the fact tliar the price of cotton is going up and that “ fine ” cotton this year is likely 
to be very scarce, so that the big buyers, ginners, dealers or mills are not in a position to refuse to buy 
damp I apas or cotton The remedy in normal times is in the hands of the trade to a great extent I 
mean to say that the trade as a rule will not continue to buy cotton from a man who sells damped cotton 
I know of several dealers whoso cotton I have rejected for that reason There is no combination among 
mill biiycrs to refuse damped cotton I would not advocate any combination among mill buyers to refuse 
damped or aduUerated 7 op,, ^ for the reason that I do not think that it w ould be possible, and as regards 
dealers tbev eertainlv would not combine t » b 
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4025 I lm\c cxpcnenco of real American and Punjab Amcr can I Iia\c uW tliem both fat rh 
extonsiaely I bought Punjab American m 1014 10 and 1915 IG I have not purchased it since then 
because during the past season (1016 17) I aaas not in the country until the end of December and In the 
time I came back from home, the Can npore Cotton Mills had alreadj made most of their contracts and 
purchases Thisjcar’s crop is not act on the market I do not particiilarh Iiko it, bccausoitis ahvaas 
mixed, more or less avith both intentionally by gmners and pressers, 'and accidentallv in the field 
I do not remember n hat price I paid or bon it compared with prices for other Indian staple cottons I 
Iiaae had it a era good and I haa chad it a cry bad I know at least one dealer aiho admits that there arc 
tno mam sorts purposely mixed and otherwise, and a\ho quoted two prices 

402G Last year I offered a premium of Pb 2 8permnundon K 22, i e , Rs 25 per Ihatidt Aa to 
whether that was a fair premium, I can only sav that would depend upon the qnnlita of the available 
ordinary dcsin ns compared w ith the quality of the K 22 1 avns then offering to buy K 22 a nrics I expect 
jufitas ordmaiy des/tt docs from one year to another and last y car I considered that Rs. 2 8wasafnir 
differentiation between the two cottons available 


II.— Central Provinces. 

Mr T H N ariALLASINOS, Agent, Messrs Rallt Brothers, Nagpur. 

EsAjttsrD AT Nagpcr, NovExniEK ISxn, 1917 
IVritten statement 
I — 4.CRicDi.TURaT, ExrrRirscE 
(a) “ De?/ii short-staple cotton 

4027 (1) Experience — I am stationed in tho Nagpur district where much cotton is grown I am in this 
diatriet for ovet four years I am not m direct touch w itli cultivators 

4028 (2) Varieties — The \ ai ictics of short staple cotton grown in Nagpur district are gaorant (tlio 
nacrage quality) and roscum 

4029 (G) Comparative returns — I understand that tho higlier lint outturn obtaining from the roseum 
cotton brings in more to tho cultiy ator than the premium usually obtained for long stapled cotton 

4030 (7) Conditions affecting increase m area — All tho cotton sown here is of short staple style 
Hoy ca or, sow mg of roscum is increasing and the area under gaorant w ill therefore decrease 

4031 (8) IJses of seed and seed selection — The stod is generally used as fodder locally and what is 
exported from Nagpur to other districts is generally utilued as fodder Before tho war a good deal was 
exported to Europe ^ Hand ginned seed is generally preferred and u=cd for sow ing by the oulti\ ators, 
but when this is unavailable, maobinc ginned seed is used for sow mg 

4032 (9) General economic conditions — 4s short staple crops germinate much sooner than long staple, 
tlicro IS less risk attondanu f-om cbinatio causes in grow mg the former, added to wliicli, the culti\ ator gets 
a quicker retuiii 

n CojniERCiAi, Aspect 

4033 (30) Local trade customs — ^Tho cotton is brought in the market for sale ns under — 

(1) Kapas (cotton and seed ns picked from the fields) 

(2) Churla (band ginned cotton) 

(3) Cotton (mnobmo ginned in factories outside tliLs market) 

The kapas and cotton is brought to tho market for sale by' the cultivators direct and by petty traders 
who huy the cultiy ators’ kapas or cotton m their yillagcs Some ciilliy ators sell their cotton before (he 
cotton is ready for sale and this is cnllod laonc or future contract terms This is a speculation carried on 
by the potty traders or malguzars at times, but on a very small scale Brol ers advance money to the 
cultiy ators on condition that tho production of those cultivators’ fields yy ill bo sold under their aral 
(commission) 

4034 (31) Standardization of commercial names — Tlio y anelics of cotton are — 

(1) Gaorant 

(2) Bosetm 

( 5) Zoria 

The eoinmcrcial names of the grades are Superfine, rmo, Fully Good, Good, yyhieli I consider suitable 

All thcjc grades come from one and the same area, but at different times of the seasons 

in — S tatistic VL 

4035 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — Tho forecast figures at present arc nearly correct so far 
ns the are y sow n lb concerned, but the forecasts of outturns in quantity at times differ with the actual 
production 

103G (34) Improvement of other statistical information — ^I would point out that tho fortnightly cotton 
pri 05 returns m them present form are yery unsatisfactory, the figures rcceiyed from the Native States 
which arc at present colleotod by' tho Bombay Chamber of Commerce being particularly unreliable , I yvould 
suggest therefore that all those figures should be taken oyer by the Department of Statistics, and I would 
recommend, in this connexion also, that a system of liccnsmg of ginning and iircssing factories should 
bo instituted, as wo think that if tins were done, correct figures could bo casOy obtained Tho system of 
licensing factories in tho Natiyc States might at a later date ho introduced ynfh good results I would 
also suggest that tho Department of Statisticb should employ a staff of trayclhng auditors to collect the 
figures from presses mills, railyyays, etc , and the figures thus collected would afford ay alunblo check ou 
the fortnightly returns 
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(2) 1 i^ould also point out that the cotton crop forecasts might bo amehoratod by draoiing the estimate 
to a creator extent than is the case at present from non official agencies, such as local merchants, mills, 
gins, presses, etc , and too much reliance should not ho placed on the official reporting agency avhich is at 
present a revenue agencj rather than an agricultural reporting agency , , , it i 

d037 (35) Publication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — do not consider publication of Liverpool 
and Bombay prices at upoountry markets necessary ns those prices aie alreadj knoun through Bombay 
agents ofiipoountrj merchants 

IV — ^bTA-NtJFAOiUiil! 

(a) Qmnmg and pressing 

4038 (36) Type and number of gms and presses —The gins in our factory ate double roller (Platt 
Brotliers, makers) The number of gins in our factory are 48 double (96 rollers) The press is a Cummm’s 
Patent 

4039 (37) Size of bale —The size of the bale is about 81 cubic feet 

4040 (40) Factory labour — experience difficulty m getting labour for our factories 

4041 (41) Condition of cotton — Generally the condition of raw cotton arriving m the market is satis 
faotor5 , althongh m some cases adulteration such as damping, etc , is resorted to 


Genehai, 

4042 (46) Attitude of buyers to improved cotton —The cultivators , get hotter prices for improved and 
cnrefuUy picked cotton . 


Mr T H N Thaleasekos called and examined 

4043 (Mr Wadia ) The cotton forecasts are at present nearly accurate so far as the area sown is 
concerned, but the forecast of outturn is very diaercnt from the actual production Perhaps the present 
system of getting the figures from the various factories is not accurate In these provinces, the system 
of sondmg weekly returns from ginneries and presses works well The figures for India as a whole are not 
rohahle the figures from the Native States aie not very reliable Please letcr to my answer to question 34 
(pragraph 4036) m regard to the licensing of ginning and jirossmg fnotorics I thmk that system there 
suggested would help in getting more accurate figures I cannot say where the differonoo between the 
forecast and the actual outturn comes in As to whether the Agricultural Department, when they made 
their forecasts of outturn, should consult firms like ours, it might he an adi antago but on the other hand 
we have to depend on Government because Government is the only ogoncy which can give us the actual 
information The information that wo gather from outside may be considered as moio or less bazaar 
ramour On the whole, m regard to the forecasts, there is no necessity to consult tho trade at all The 
fortnightly press returns and other press returns are very unsatisfactory This compl amt refers to tho 
whole of India and not specially to the Central Provinces or the Native States The figures which are 
supplied by the Bombay Chamber of Commerce are unreliable, and I therefore thmk that the compilation of 
these figures should be taken over by tho Department of Statistics As to the respects in which the returns 
ate unreliable, I can only say that this remark was suggested to me by my Bombay firm who might be 
asked more about it when the Committee goes to Bombay They will be able to reply more oxphoith on 
the subject I personally have nothing to suggest-m this connexion 

4044 I have suggested that a sj stem of licensing of ginning and press faotoncs should be instituted with 
a view to obtaining accurate figures and tho only way this can ho done is by legislation I am not m a 
position to advise as to tho land of legislation to be adopted In licensing ginning and pressing factories, 
rules should bo introduced m regard to dampmg and adulteration As far as my experience goes, I do not 
thmk that there is much dampmg resorted to m these provinces since tho Bombay Cotton Trade Association 
circulated a notice some years ago that damp cotton would ho very hoaa ily penalised Damping has stopped 
to a verv great extent [in these provinces siuee then Wo aery seldom gcilapas in » damped condition 
except occasionally when the carts have to cross small rivers and part of the cart gets wet Villagers who 
bring in hand ginned cotton sav that they have to damp the gunny in which the cotton is packed in order to 
strengthen its resistance Tlus is only an excuse It is done only m the case of hand ginned cotton hut not 
in the cose of machine ginned cotton There is not much hand ginned cotton sold in tho market Owing to 
the ostahiishment of so many ginning factories, the quantity of hand ginned cotton has been greatly 
reduce!, but of course a oortam quantity must ho hand ginned as the ryots always give preference to hand 
ginned seed for their own sowings As to adulteration and mixing of different varieties of cotton m these 
provinces, I may say that cotton is mixed Wo have hero gaorani and wo have roseum The roseum is 
spreading in this market Oaoram and rosenm are mixed m the ginnmg factory Tho kapas is also mixed 
Gaoram is mixed with roseum Roseum is an impiovemcnfc on gaoram There is also jan, which is also 
mixed Jan is an inferior cotton, in point of outturn but of hotter staple It is mixed with gaoram 
and roseum Stained cotton is separated m tho ginnmg factories In marlmting inferior lapas or 
cotton, villagers occasionally mix it with good cotton in such a way as to avoid detection It is kopt 
hoparato in tho faotoncs There are no longer stapled vanoties of cotton in tlus district than 
gaorani and roseum By this provmce, I mean tho Central Proa mces oxoludmg Berar Some ham - 
IS grown tho staple of which is good, but the outturn is very poor Now all the villagers are 
giving proforenoo to roseum because they get a bettor outturn and hotter pnee They do not 
mix bom kapas wath roseum Bam is brought in soparatoly Tho local mills are very keen about it, 
as it IS long stapled I buy very little mysoU Whether roseum is mixed with ham when tho latter goes 
to tho gmmng faotones, 1 cannot say, hut 1 do not mix them myself If I buy ham, I keep it separate 
As to what lb the case with others, I do not think they mix because it would not bo profitable for them to 
do so If they kept bom separate, they would got a better pnoo fob it owing to its longer staple 
If ginneries were licensed, wo might got over some of tho difficulties about damping and adulteration 

404u As regards tho marketing of cotton, all cotton which comes into the market, is sold through an 
om/yi (Irokor) -drofyos are at tho same time both hankeio, and broker-- Thej advance money to tho xil 
lagers on Condition that they bnng a!] their produce to tho market and soli it through them The aratya 
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holds 0 hoonso as a broker In Nagpur, all tho brokers bav o to bo licensed bj the lluiucip \lilj L\ eta buj cr 
must ln\ 0 a hoonso as \ ell both tho buj era and the brokoca ha\ o to get licenses Tiioy Im^ o to paj Bs 10 
for their hoonso o\ery year Iho fees go to tho Jlumcipality I am certain about the ISegpiir market, but 
I do not know about tho markets in tho other district^ I think it is so at Hmganglmt Wanlha, Katol, 
Saoncr, Pulgaonand Warori As to whothci it is a good thuig that the^o arali/as should «cciiro tho best 
cotton for thomseh cs or their friends by ada ancmg money, I Mould eaplain that tho nratya s of tho Berars 
and tho araiijas of tho Central Provinces aro quite different Iho aralyas of tho Central Proa inco do not dt al 
on their own account Iho villagers bring tho cotton to an aratya and ho sells it for them Being bioker-, 
they aro not ahowod to do busmoss for thomsoUcs A brokci is not alloMcd to do business on his ouai 
account I am not sure whether thoro aro any rules pio\ outing his doing so, but hero no broker is allow oil 
to do busmess on his own account In this market, there is no swandliiig bj these aratyas in order to scciiro 
good cotton at a less pnoo by alleging that the cotton i- of inferior quality Tho ginning factories 
give fair weight Thoro is no sw mdhng by using bad weights Asa rule before tho cultivator brings in 
his Xapas, ho has an idol of w hat tho weight of it 13 and thoro is often tho chance of tho weight being 
cheeked by another firm in tho caso of refusal by tho first him Tho cultivator would know which factorj 
gai 0 pioper weight No firm hero offers a' higher prico than tho regular market price Tho price h 
fi\cd by aifotion All tho buyers moot together and each of them is asked what pneo ho is willing to 
pay Wlion tho highest pnoo has been reached, that 13 considered ns tho rate of tho day Tho buicrwho 
13 walling to pay tho higher price gets tho biggci share of tho lapas and cotton of tho day But c\ eti 
by pay mg tho highest pneo, one cannot got tho avhole lot of tho Anjns owing to tho o\istcnoo of the oiisloin 
that tho brokers must send some poi tion of tho arn\ als to each factory Tlieio is no w orkiiig arrangement 
hotween mo and other buyeis that such and such porcontago of tho crop should como to mo and that 
tho rest should go to others Tho only reason avhy' I could not get tho w hole cro]) for my '•elf is 
that it IS not possiblo for mo to got it That is tho custom Thoro 13 a sort ol unwritten duision of tho 
day’s arrivals Por instanco in tho Nagpur market, it is knowai that Rallis will got about ono third 
of tho market, that Vollvarts will got something le^s and that the balaiico will bo diiided 
botwoon the other buyers Besides tho smaller buyers say that, if they do not let tho bigger buyers got thoir 
proper share, they wall Bid higher and so put uji tho pnoo against them. 

4040 There aro gmnmg pools 111 my distiiot Thoro is a gmnmg pool in Nagpur Thoro is also one at 
Saonor in Nagpur District Ginning factories ehaigo different rates This year tho charge in Nagpur is 
ibout Us 7 per hhoja of 392 lbs of lint In S^onci, it 13 Rs 0 13 3 I do not know how much of this 
goes to tho pool ns my firm is not a member of tho pool Wo confino our gmsto our owai trade in this 
district, and do not gm for any ono ohe Thoro aro pools imongst tho presses also Tho charges aro about 
Rs 7 per balo of 392 lbs not Tho gioss w eight comes to 400 lbs I cannot say what proportion of these 
ohargos go to tho pools It is a dilHoult quoktion to answer wliothor those pools, both ginmng and pro==ing, 
aro to tho advantage of tho cultivator, but I do not thmk that they aro to his adva itago Tho crops 
liav 0 boon failures for tho last throo 01 foui yeais and tho number of ginning factonas has thoreforo been 
more than was required by tho cotton crop, but in a normal season they aro not too many It is tho 
oaso sometimes that factories aro erootod simply foi tho purpose of gottuig mto tho pooh and drawing a 
sharo of the proceeds Thoro aro idle factories in a bad season, but m a good season there wall bo woik 
for all tho factories It is only occasionally that factories aro orocted for tho purpose of sharing in tho 
pool Tho gmnors as a rule buy lapas for thomsolves, but they gin also for outsiders , 

4047 Though I have a considerable osponenoo of ginning factories, I have not foun 1 kapas soraofimos 
mixed with hnt in ginning factoiies Of course, such a thing ought certainly to bo penalised It is penalised 
by tho bilyer, but an agent who despatches cotton to Bombay can mix kapas with it bocauso ho cannot bo 
detected In order to provont mixing, cotton here after ginning 13 packed at onco and thoreforo kapas c iimot 
be mixed avith lint unless this is done intont\onalIy In tho United Provmccs, there is a chniioo of mixing as 
both kapas and lint aro stored m godowns looso and coolies can make a mistake and mix them 

4048 Tho bulk of my cotton is sold in Bombay tbiougb our Eirm there Wo have not got any survey ors 
so far as I know My people survey their own cotton and I do not know whothci they engage any sun oy ors 
Ol not 

4049 {Mr Hodgkinson) It is not tho case boro that lapas is picked in tho early mommg wet with 
dow and that it comes into tho market more or less in a damped condition Tho kapas horo amv cs in tho 
market diy It is nbt avot at all As regards adulteration with sand and other impurities, in this district 
there IS a cry littlo mixture watli sand and dust I do not say that they aro entirely absent m Nagpur I 
have no experience of saw gmnmg 

4030 As regards tho tcstmg of w eights by Goi ernment, in Nagpur thero was a nomuial cotton market 
sub comniittoo, but it did no avork for sov eral years Last y car nil tho buy ers requested proper management 
of tho cotton business m tho market Thero is now a market subcommittee of which I am tho chairman 
Tho oommitteo has introduced several nuprovemonts and tho question of cheolang tho scales is under its 
oonsidoratioii 

4051 (Ifr Henderson ) Tho chief cotton markets iii tho Contral Proviiiocs aro, Nagpur, Warda, Hingaii 
ghat, Pulgaon, Dhamangaon Pulgaoii is a small market but it is knowai m Bombay Tho ICamptoo market 
has been practically now traiisforriS to Nagpur Tho styles of cotton quotcrl m Bombay aro three, Nagpur- 
Kamptco, Warda Hinganghat, and Puigton — Dhamangaon Of those, tho best is Warda Hmganghat 
Nagpur Kamptoo cotton fetches Rs 2 less than Wardi Hinganghat and Pulgaon Dhamangaon is another 
Rs 2 less per Bombay //iUJidi That is to say Pulgaon Dhamangaon is Rs 4 less than Warda Hinganghat 

4052 Tho above aro tho three main trade classifications for tho Central Prov moos There aro other 
districts in tho south ol tho Contral Provmccs such ns Chanda Though Chanda 13 a namo by itself it is 
imimportant and tho crop is a small one Tho tlirco mentioned coinpriso tho majority' of all tho Central 
Prov incos cotton Nagpur Kampteo is roseiim gaorani Zona is an inferior cotton Zona is tho local name 
It 13 difficult to give a rough idea of tho different proportions of thesb three classes They vary ov cry year 
Tho quality also varies It vanes at tho bcginiimg of tho season, at tho middle of tho season it improv es 
and again at tho ond of tho season it foils off As to tho total crop in tho Central Provmccs and tho 
propoition of tho diffoicnt classes to tho total, I can only say that tho Nagpur district m a good season gives 
about ono hundred thousand bales and that includes Nagpur, Sooner, Nathol and Umrer, but I camiot giv 0 
y ou any rough idea as to tho figures for tho other classes I can send you figures from my offico whicli 
w ould bo very rohablo I should siy that 44 ai da Hinganghat would bo about fifty thousand balcsand 
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Pulgnon Dlmmnngaon would bo from thirty to forty tboiiiand bides * Tlio first cla i», lint is llio Xngpur 
Kamplco is roseiim t-ypo of cotton uith a high ginning jiorctntage It ja a sliort staple cotton Tlic third 
class Pulgaon Dhamangaon is also a slioi I st iple cotton with a bigli ginning percentage, but the i ccomi c ass 
WardaHingangliatcspccinlhHiiiganghat, lias a bettor staple aiitli a loner ginning perti nt ige J bo class 
IviiowTi ns Bornrs includo Oomra^ from outsulo tho Wnnln Hingnnglml trncl^ i c , from Amraoti, Bnunern, 
Akola Kliamgnon and other places I do not linoniior liaao I heard ana opinion ns to aihof her there has 
been n clotorioration m iccontjcars in the U'po of tot ton that is being produccti in the Central 1 roMUCc^ 
I cannot saj ai bother the Warda Hinganghat t\2)0 is noi\ the same ns it iias liient^ jears ago Not much 
hand ginned cotton comes into this market 

4053 (Jlr Pobcris) As to Mholhor the Centril Pros mccs cotton comes under the term ( lomriis nmi 
avhothor it IS the same as the Borar cotton and M hat IS the difference between the tuo, I ivould ( 'cplim 

tint the Central Proiinccs cotton is much the same as Oomras, but that then is n diffirttue 'Jho Central 
PiOMiicts cotton IS better than Borars and fotohos n better price Oornnis is a gent rat name These are 
not grade clnssificntions but 11 hen cotton is sent to Bombaj it is rold under tlu ,e di nominations 'J la o 
are different stales of /xrjias u Inch come into the marl et here As to the dilTertneo bet m in them it nia, 
bo stated that beta con gaoram and rosniwi there is a small difTcreneo in fn\ onr of roitun Zona is inferior 
and fetches a smaller price than gaorani or rostum B\ roieiim 1 do not mean a pure % ariotj It is not pure 
It IS mixed 11 hen picked but it contains a liigli peroentagoof roKiiin It 1 1 not pure ro'ritm I e in tell if bi 
examination and from its high ginning percentage In staph it is not much shoiler than gaorani 
Gaorani is a short staple consisting mostli of roicuni The cotton here has not got a good staple In some 
places in Borar j on got a better staple, Akola for instance llmiolndno experience of bun cotton or of 
Cambodia or of American 

4054 I liai 0 alread 3 stated that the returns are at jircacnt collecte<l tlironch the nsi ne\ of the rci enuc 
officials The AgriouHiirn] Department should tal e a more nctiie pirt in the collection of the information 
for the forecasts Non it is done bv the Tabsildar, iilio asks In-, pafr/s to collect the iiiformalion I do 
not kiioii iihotlior tlioro arc otlicors of Ibo Agricultural Department m on r\ ci lire '1 h it is r point ailiit li 
can be elucidated b^ Mr Clousfon The point that I wanted to empbasi e was that it would bo an ndiantagf 
to liaao the oiunioii of the Agricultural Department on fbo xitld If the information came through flic 
Agnoultural Department, it would bo more iclinblo because if would be more stuntilic \s to wlitther it 
would bo bettor if, by some kind of aohmlari sistcm, Goaernment could inform the presses of the lota! n tuni 
for tho proainoo, the sjstcin at present in force is faiilli A post card showing tlio riturns of tin work of 
each faotoiv (pressed bales) IS sent to tfio Department of .Statistics hi each laetori, but the qiic lion is 
whether it would not bo better if sucli information were given bv Government sending back to tho f.ictorj n 
post c ird showing the return for the province It would bo ii good tlimg for tho giuneiN to know wh it is 
going on, but I do not think that it would h.ivonuv ctliet iii improving tin sriidmg iii of returns 'ihefoTCasls 
tiro published promptlv enough, but the information there is not es uji to date as it wight bu 1 e.annol tell 
you aiij tiling more specific about it 


Mr N. P. DANTRA, Agent, Messrs Volkart Bros , Nngpur 

E\\Mn>ED AT Nvorui, Noviviiun 1 !tii, 1117 
A^o wnllen slalcmont teas suhmillal by this tnlnas 

4035 (il/r ITnifia ) I am torrv that I Imv c not been able to jiut iii vvrilti ii eviduice ^ly experu nee in 
the Central Provinces has been confined to this district I have been in tin distriel foi ntmut five viar. 
I have also been in Bhagnlkot and Bijaiuir Whether I stav hero fhroiiglmuf tho v tar defHnds U[)on tho 
orders that I got from mj head office Ivvnshcro all through tho vear la'tvoar In othcrveii ,Iv\ent 
olscwhcro Dnnng my stay here, for the last fiv c V cars, I have had considcnibln ixpincncc of the dilTercnt 
kuids of cotton grown m this district Tho principal varieties of cotton m the Nagjmr district are ham 
jari, and rosctim cotton A fourth variety is grown in tho Kathol dislru t, vvlneli is railed tiffii/i ynri, 
which IS a mixture of Upland Georgian and local jan Tho seed of the Upland Georgian vias ‘-owai.eav, 
about tho eighties. As regards tho purohaso of ^nn, wo do not make anv distinction hi tvu en (xiiii midjuri 
Is they aro brought m mixed m tho same cart lor our purposes bniii and jnri go m tho same class It 
IS rather difficult to distinguish these tvio m tho same cart of ha;xis Our classification depends on tho 
selection that wo make from our heaps If I get ham mixed with jnn, I give a lower price on account of 
tho lower ginning porcontago of bum, but some allow anco is mndo for tlio better staple of ham 

4056 Wo liavo got no agenev at Hinganghat Before the war wo hid a sub agonev hero but there is 
none now 1 or -tho present wo only buy in Nngpur itself My experience is entirely confined to tho 
Nagpur district When wo send our cotton to Bombay vie nmko our own clnssilication Wo have got 
our 0^ comineroial marks, and adv ISO our Bombay oflico accordingly Wo do not rclv on tho rliissiiici 

“ fine,” “ fully good ” and “ good ” to any great extent Our best qiialitv might bo 
“fine, one lower than that might bo “fully good ” and so on In making our classification, vvoliavoto 
look to staple, colour and other qualities 

4057 The market hero nt Nngpur IS entirely in the hands of the brokers All busiitcss is dono llirougli 
tho brokers Those brokers advanoo money' to J unhts (cultiv ators) and tho litnhis bring all tlioir produoo 
to their particular broker In fact every thing is dono through tho broker There is no direct contact 
between the buyer and tlio oultiv ator All ginned cotton is auctioned, but for all Inpas the buy ers coinbiuo 
to fix the rate of tho day Of course the buyers combine, but they do not combine as regards prices As a 
result it IS not the case that in one day one could buy tlio yvholo quantity that is obtainable m the market 
Uno can only got one’s owm share in one day out of the yvholo quantity available This is tlio sv stem that 
has been going on for soycrnl j'oars m this district and no ono has ov cr thought of improv ing it It is 
really in the interests of tho brokers that tbmgs aio earned on m this w av It would bo a good tiling for tho 
Kunbi cultivator if ho could soli lus cotton direct and it would bo iii liis mtorests if lams wore sold by 
open auction 


Tho irltacss subsequently reported that thcao flgurco wore correct 
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4058 Wo have our own gmnmg factory and pressing factory in Nigpur Wo have got ono at Amraoti 
but that IS in Berar Wo have no other factories in this district We gin cotton for ourselves only and not 
for any constituents There is a pool here Wo wore members of it foi two years, but Imo withdraivn this 
year Under tho pool rates the charges for ginning this year are Rs 6 13 3 per Wioja of 392 lbs It is the 
same for pressing full pressed bales ol 400 lbs The gross weight is 400 lbs and the net w eight of the ginned 

_ cotton IS 392 lbs A standard weight has been adopted Of Es 6 13 3, 1 beheie about Rs 1 12 0 has to bo 
paid into tho pool for ginning as well as pressing Wo have withdraim from tho pool because w o find 
ourselves in a bettor position to carry on our business outside it Practically, tho charge for ginning and 
pressmg comes to about Rs 6 10 Our rates are quite separate from tho combine rates Tho rate w o 
allow IS Rs 5 This covers tho cost of ginning and pressing Tho Rs 1 12 0 that is paid by the factories 
joining tho pool is an extra profit taken from tho buyers of cotton which or entually comes in tho end out of tho 
cultivators’ pocket In tho interests of tho cultivators, it would be a good thing not to continue tho 
pools, but it IS in the interests of the factories that there should be a combine, especially in a poor 
season Of course ui a normal geason, there is no necessity for a combine but tho combines are for sliort 
penods , the pools formed this year are only for two years. The members do not enter into an agreement 
for longer periods 'At the end of two years anyone of the parties may withdraw from the pool It is 
advantageous to the factory owners themselves to have a combine in poor seasons but not to the trade 
generally I could not recommend such a radical step as the abolition of these pools 

4059 There is some dampmg of cotton resorted to in these provmces The firms do not do it We 
do not buy damped cotton As regards mixing of cotton of different varieties and of different pickings, 
I may mention that wo have got our own types We do not mix our types Wo buy the different 
varieties at different centres Theio are merchants who mix different varieties of cotton as for instance, 
zona which is of a very inferior quality They mix it with cottons of higher grade They do not mix 
itinth rosciim, but they mix it with gaoranx I have not heard that the Indian gin owners damp tho 
cotton after ginning Of course, there may bo gome unscrupulous people among them, but damping is not 
carried on to such an extent as it used to be formerly Cotton may be placed on damp ground Formerly 
it used to bo damped wholesale wath a hose pipe The practice has been stopped ownng to the action of the 
Bombay Cotton Trade Association in penalising all damped cotton 

4060 Tho fortnightly ginning and pressing returns are satisfactory, but with a \ lew to get more 
knowledge of tho crop it would bo bettor if tho figures of exports from a district m different directions wore 
supplied Nagpur produces so many bales, but wo do not know the distribution of the produce Some of 
it goes to Bombay from Nagpur and some to Calcutta It would be of much use to us if w o could know how 
many halos of the total produce go to different places This will show tho distribution of the whole pioduc 
tion ' If these figures could ho got it would bo a cry interesting It is very difficult to get these figures from 
tho railway returns or from the railway authorities I do not know whether the ow ners of gins and tho pressing 
faotoiies send their returns regularly I send my returns rcgularlj I do not think that -there is any 
necessity to alter the present sjstem except only to tho extent that I have mentioned, if tint is possible 
I do not think that there is any necessity to compel the factory oivners to send their returns by law 

4061 Wo have Platt’s double roller gins in our factory They are 28 in number We have also a 
Cummin’s Patent press I have no experience of saw gins 

4062 I do not think that there is any cheating gomg on in the factories on account of woighment 
When we get carts of lapis in our factory and find that tho cotton is of inferior quality, we settle tho price 
by making an allowance in tho rates We deduct so much from the weight or w e get a special allowance 
Tho question IS not decided solely by us Wo come to a mutual settlement Of course tho caitmon ha\o 
to depend on us, but there is tho broker who watches their interest The broker has to w atth their interests 
as well but a middle way is reached somehow or other 

4063 (Mr Hodglinson ) In the case of lapis, tho biokor gets his brokerage botlif'oir the cultivatoi as 
well as from the buyer In case of gmned cotton, he gets the brokorigo only fiom tho seller It cannot bo 

- to the broker’s advantage to get as largo an allow anco as possible if tho /upas is infoiioi If tho allowance 
IS too lafge, then ho loses tho custom of tho lunht Ho has to keep in well wuth his oaitmen Wo test our 

' 1 apis before ginmng It is done through the opener That is the usual custom I do not think it 
interferes much with tho staple 

4064. Hose pipes used to bo used for damping some ten or twelve years ago, say about 1907 I 
have no oxpenonoo before that I came to Nagpur in 1912 Since I have been here I have not scon any 
w atering of cotton There is no adulteration of cotton wuth sand I might almost say that thoro is 
absolutely none 

4065 Formerly, tho Kamptee market w as considered a big cotton market but some ol tho buj ors settled 
down hero at Nagpur, and that is tho reason why tho lapis maiket was started here I do not think that 
tho grower’s interest IS affected by tho transfer of the market to Nagpur I do not think that this would 
make any difference in tho price because the price that wo pay depends upon tho orders that we get from 
our pnnoipals at Bombay I do not think that tho inaikct has boon brought here for tho benefit of tho 
Municipality Of course if tho auction system were introduced, it would not do any very great harm, but 
tho present system is much better and I do not sec any necessity for changing it There are many markets 
like this ono in tho Central Provincesrior instance at Warda, Hmganghat, Dhamangapn, Pulgaon and 
all tho neighbouring markets I do not know whether there is any such market in Akola 


Mr SHlvNARAIN, Broker, Nagpur 

Exahttpied at Naqpur, November 13th, 1917 

No written statement was siibmitled by this witness 
(Translation), ~ 

40BG (Mr Wadia) I am a broker, and cultivator as well as a Salular I have got thico villages 
tho areas of w Inch are from four to five liuiidicd acres each In one a illago in the Pandhar district, I grow 
iicc, and m tho two villages of Nagpur, jari cotton is grown I have very little cotton iii mj villages which 
nt tho most produce 100 to 125 lliandis I grow jart cotton ontirelj 
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4087 I sell all my cotton in the Nagpur markot Besides I aet as broker for about 100 to 200 cultiv a- 
tors on the one hand and Messrs Eallis and Volkarts on the other I generally advance money to the 
cultivators before the crop is harvested Those to nhom I advance tho money bring their /apas to mo I 
aln avs make it a condition nhen I advance money that tho cultivators should sell their cotton through mo 
and through no other broker I have got many i.itn6is asho brmg theu lajiai to mo As soon as tho 
cotton IS sold, nhatover I recover from Messrs Ballis or Volkarts or others, I return to tho cultivators less 
tho advances made and less my bioLcrage I get from tho cultivators four annas for brokerage per cait 
•whether tho cart contains one Uiantft or one and a half Lhandts of lapas I take interest on tho money 
advanced to the cultivators at tho rate of annas 8, 10 and 12 or Re 1 per cent poi month, according to tho 
standing of the borron or I also get brokerage from Messrs Eallis and others at tho rate of four annas 
per cart Eor tho double brokerage, I attend to woighmont, recover money from tho buyers, settle 
allonanoos, etc All carts of Lapas are neighed on tho ivoighbndgo, but all carts containing ginned cotton 
are neighed on the ordinary scales, dandeela weight Tho n eights given by tho weighbridges are accurate 
Sometimes I get carts of lapas in a damped condition They are mostly so n hen tho carts have had to pass 
through streams and rivers Only very few cultivators damp thou cotton intentionally If cotton is found 
damped or if it is of an mferior quality, I settle tho allowances m conjunction w ith tho buyers, but in no caso 
has the cartman or tho cultivator any say in tho matter The oartman has nothmg to say but to accept tho 
allow anoo which is settled If the cartman is dissatisfied w ith tho allow ance, he sometimes refuses to have 
his cotton bought that day and offers it tor sale tho no-vt day But ho is generally satisfied w ith tho allow ance 
fixed by mo becauao my aUowances are fau I have to make them fau as othorw iso I should lose mj busmoss 
Most of the carts which arrive m this market do not contain a uniform quality of Japas Sometimes xoria 
is mixed with gaorani and jart cotton I sell both hand ginned as well as machmo gmnod cotton Tho 
brokerage for the former is annas two per half Ihoja of seven maunds of 28 pounds This w orks out to 
about four annas per bale of ginned cotton I got this brokerage only from tho seller and not from tho buj or 
Most of tho gmned cotton is bought by firms like Balli Brothers, Volkart Brothers and others w ho press it and, 
send it to Bombay 

4068 {Mr Henderson ) — As regards tho allocation of tho carts coming to tho market to tho diSorciit 
firms, t e , so much to Ralhs, so much to Volkarts, and so on, this is done by tho brokcis thomsolvosin 
proportion to requuemonts The allocation is mainly done by tho brokers on tho basis of demand as well 
as of supply That is, tho brokers settle tho allocation m proportion to the icquiroraont of tho different firms 
and tho quantity available m tho market 


Sir BAZONJI DADABHOY MEH'tA, Kt , Manager, the Central India Spinning, Weavmg and 
Manufacturing Company, Limited, impress Mills, Nagpur 

E-vAnnnED AT Nagpoe, Novembee 13th, 1917 
’Written statement 
II — CoMltEECIAIi ASPEOt 

4089 (30) local trade evTstoms — ^My denu fficial letter of 3rd January 1917 to JE Lcftwich fullj' ' 
deals with this question A copy is enclosed herewith (Annoxuro I) 

4070 (31) Standardization of commercial names — Copy of my letter demi ofiicial No 29 of 3rd July 
1017 to Mr Findlay Shuras deals with this question It is enclosed with fins (Annoxuro II) 

4071 (32) Buying agencies — Our system is to send our own men, whom wo cau ti list, to tho sovcral 
markets, where lapas or cotton smtable for our purpose is obtainable, to make purchases for us under diroo 
tions of tho Head Office at Nagpur 

ni — Statistical 

4072 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — Considering the circumstances, I do not see how 
the cotton forecasts can ho made more aoourato They are only an indication of what m ly he expected, 
though subject to ohmatio changes from time to time I cannot suggest an improvement, unless a most 
elaborate system is adopted as in America , and oven that is hablo to considerable vanations I oiioloso 
a translation of our Agent’s observations on this subject (Annoxuro III) 

4073 (34) Improvement and other statistical information Cotton press returns, if issued weekly 
and expeditiously, instead of fortmghtly, would be more useful In any case, these should bo issued wntlun 
a reasonable time, say, a week or ten days after tho expiration of tho period to which they rolato Improve 
ment in this direction is absolutely necessary in regard to tho present All India press return, which is usually 
several weeks old on the date of issue The Central Provinces local returns are being regularly issued w itlun 
four or five days , and the All India one should not bo delayed beyond ton days, if it is to servo a useful 
purpose Steps should also bo taken to improve tho accuracy of tho press returns Hero too, I behove, 
the Central Provinces returns exhibit a high degree of accuracy , and tho other Local Governments may bo 
asked to assimilate their procedure m a hue ■with the Central Provinces one, so as to ensure tho best results 
Tho Bombay Presidency figures particularly appear to be much wide of the mark in this respect Endeavours 
shoald also be made to obtain press returns from Hyderabad and Central India under the Native States Tt 
seems to have been found impossible to obtain these particulars from them so far 

4974 (35) Fuhlicahoii of Liverpool and Bombay prices — ^Tho daily pubhoation of Liverpool and 
Bombay cotton prices at up country markets would not ho of any practical use, and it would only be 
money wasted Please see paragraph 4 of Annexure I 

IV klAlTOFACTUEE « 

(o) Qmmng and pressing 7 

4075 ^6) Type and numto of gins and presses — We have 161 gins in all at mno faotoiies as pel 
Aimexure IV, 24 of which are Platt’s Maoaithy, and the rest Dobson and Barlow’s revolving kmfe roller gins 
U o have a hydraulic press at each factory worked by an oil engine 
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4076 (37) Size o£ Tiale — 'Our presses turn out bales from twelve to thirteen cubic feet, mth a density 
of cotton piessed to 26 to 27 lbs per cubic foot Details of some are given m Annexure V 

4077 (38) Saw gins versus roller gms — ^I believe the saw gins cut the fibre even when finely set, 
which cannot often be done , and even the American cotton fibre would be in a far better condition than it 
IS if these gins were thrown out for there is alw ays a quantity of short fibre observable I believe, e\ en Platt’s 
Macarthy gins out the fibre, though to a much smaller extent' In my opimon, the best gins are the revolving 
Inufe roller gins made by Messrs Dobson and Barlow, whieh do not cut the fibre, but which have one dis 
advantage of curhng the hnt, avhioh makes it unmerchantable The curls arc opened out in the blowing room, 
and we suffer nothing from a practical point of view from such a disadvantage, which is merely that of appear 
ance 

4078 (40) Factory labour — Factory labour is scarce as ginmng and picking seasons commence 
and continue nearly at the same time But, on the whole, the difficulty has not been insurmountable, especi 
ally where the working hours and the comfort of the operatives are looked after 

4079 (41) Condition of cotton — Since we buy most of our requirements in lapas, and gin and press 
thc'dotton ourselves, wo exponenco no objectionable conditions in the cotton we receive 

4080 (42) Effect of replacement of short-staple cotton by long staple — ^No substantial alteration 
in our maclunery will bo needed if short staple cotton be replaced by long staple, which indeed would bo a 
welcome change 

(5) Spinning and weaving 

4081 (43) Cotmts spun and market for yam or cloth — We spin from No 2 to No 60 counts Our 
chief markets are in the Central Provinces and Bihar and Onssa The other markets — Calcutta, Amritsar 
and China — are on a smaller scale 

4082 (45) Effect on cotton market of replacement of short-staple cotton by long-staple — It would bo 
a very great advantage not only to India but even to Lancashire if long staple be encouraged and grown 
in place of short staple We have to go to Navsari, Dharwar, Hubli, and the Nizam’s Territory for 
the long staple cotton w c require for our spmnmgs I attach hereto a hst of our purchases durmg the last 
cotton season (Annexure VI), giving the percentages of lint from the lapas purchased at each buying centre by 
our Agents It well bo noticed that the long staple lapas gives a low percentage of lint, and the different 
between the short and the long staples, in some places, is ns large as nearly forty per cent which makes it 
prohibitive for the ngrioulturists to grow long staple cotton In this connexion, I submit herewith extract 
from my evid,enoo gi\ cn to the Indian Industrial Commission (Annexure VII) I also submit Statements 
showing the average strength of the sea oral fibres tested at a arioua periods (Annexure VXIi — XI) Annexures 
Nos Xn — XIV arc copies of lottefs on the subject of cotton generally, which I venture to submit herewith, 
as the Committee may find them of some mtercst I am also enclosing a comparative statement 
(Annexure XV) of prices of American, Eg 3 q)tian and indigenous cottons ham (long staple) and jari (short 
staple), just to show that at times it has been cheaper to import American cotton via Liverpool than to 
buy long staple in India Even whore the prices seem somewhat higher, American has been found advanta 
gcous, as it gave greatei production and bettor strength 


Akkexuke I 

Copy oj letter, dated Nagpur, the 3rd January 1917, from Sir Basonji D Mehta to Mr C 0 LejlwicJi, ICS, 
Director of Agriculture and Industries, Central Provinces 

With reference to your demi official of 7th ultimo, I have consulted all my men wlio are buymg cotton for 
our nulls in the various markets of the Central Provmces and Berar as well as other Prcsiderioies in regard 
to the proposal for the publication of telegraphic advices about Bombay cotton prices and other cognate 
matters and gi\ e below my \ lews 

2 The Hon’ble hir Standen’s description of the usual practice m Berar generally applies to our local 
markets, but so far as I know, the buyers in Nagpur and all other markes meet together and formally declare 
the rate of the day on receipt by most of them of information from their prmoipals m Bombay It is not 
uncommon for the seller to refuse a buyer’s offer for quabtv not up to standard, or which is below the rate 
he expected He takes his cart to another buj er or even brings it back to the market and waits his chance 
till the next day 

3 The information given by you to the Punjab authorities is in the mam correct, but you will please 
understand it is only a very small proportion of the actual cultivators who bring their crops to the recognized 
marl ets The proportion of the total cart arrivals, which is brought by the cultivators themselves, is stated 
to bo only about a fourth of tho whole in the Central Provinces and about a half in Berar The rest of 
“sellers” in these markets are really middlemen who make their '•purchases direct from the ryots at 
their fields or homes It follows, therefore, that fany scheme which contemplates such changes in tho 
oxistmg conditions as to ensure tho cultivator getting the best value for his produce would therefore have to 
bo considered separately so far as it affects those who sell their produce m tho markets as well as the larger 
number who do so m tho fields 

4 Takmg the markets first, I agree with the Hon’blo Mr Standen that the puttmg up of telegrams every 
morning announcing the Bombay pnoes would not only be impracticable but also serve no useful purpose 
An oidmary cultivator w ould not comprehend tho Bombay value of Imt cotton , what he cares for and under 
stands is the price which he receives for lus own lapas, and it would hardly be feasible for Government to 
work the latter out on any rigid basis of calculation, from day to day Every buyer, though guided by the 
declared market rate, arrives at tho equivalent lapas price m his own way ocoordmg to his own expenses and 
requirements A largo firm like Eallis or Volkarts having its oivn factories, may be calculating about Bs 5 
only per bale for ginning and pressing charges on the basis of their actual cost, while other buyers may have to 
take into consideration these at the usually lugh levels — anythmg from Es 10 to Es 14 per bale — charged by 
ginning and pressmg eombines Again, tho price to bo paid for lapas depends on the percentage of hnt out 
turn which varies a good deal with the lapas of different quahties and looahties amvmg in the same market , 
It would, therefore, bo very difficult for Government to give the cultivator an idea of the equivalent lapas 
price on tho basis of the Bombay cotton prices Besides competition among buyers who get daily and even 
hourly advices from Bombay is usually so very keen as to defeat any attempts at forcing down pnees below 
their natural level In fact, barring aberrations duo to unforseen factors or local circumstances, etc , and 
surveying the price movements ns a whole, the mofussil markets in their ups and downs will usually be found 
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to be a faithful reflex of the Bombay prices At tunes m hen ootfon is on a rising tide from day to day, buyers 
m the moftissa often paj rates arhioh arc even higher than the Bombay paritj, and so too when the situation 
IS stagnant or dull tlie mojussil prices may be found relatively lo'wer , but, on tbe 'whole, the seller m largo 
markets lias the advantage of operating amid conditions v\here the law of supply and demand has more or 
less full play and where competition between rival interests results in a very reasonable pnoe being fixed 

consistent with the Bombay parity from day to dat -cr ar c* i i ti i ^ i 

5 As regards the difRculties and abuses, these, as the Hon’blo Mr Standen rightly points out, ha\o 
no relation to the market prices, but are due to unscrupulous and collusive action by brokers and buyers 
against whom tbe market rules are not rigidly enforced In Bcrar, the evil practice of aralyas buying under 
other names seems to be extending in all markets and requires to be put dowm with a strong hand Such a 
practice, as Mr Standen show’s, naturallj gives rise to abuses to the detriment of the rj ota’ mterests The 
araUja sfstem seems to be non existent in the Central Provinces where the daMs merely act as mere 
intermediaries betw ecu buj ers and sellers All my buymg agents tell me that these daMa invariably take 
the cultivators’ side in legard to all disputes about quabty, price, etc The aralyas too aie reported to be 
acting mpreoiBcly the same manner unless when their own interests clash with those of the sellers m which 
case the latter must suffer "Where competition is keen, even the ddlah act in collusion with the buj ers who 
pay them more than the rate of brokerage fixed by rule m consideration of then bringing to them a largo 
proportion of the carts Alany sellers are m tbe hands of particular dalals who have advanced them 
monej, and though they may find it not to their interests to go to them, they are compelled to do so because 
of their indebtedness Gradually ea cry buyer has to follow suit, and the higher rate of brokerage becomes 
the rule rather than the exception The buyers take this in their calculations as an extra olioxge on cotton 
and regulate their purchasing prices of 7aj as aceordmgly, thus passing on the burden of the former on to tlio 


sellers m the long run 

G The Market Committees or Local Bodies can do much to see that their excellent regulations arc strictly 
observed, hnt, with all this, sucli evils are inseparable from a state of society wliere an ignorant peasantry lias 
to hold its own against hard headed business people in the persons of buj ers alid brokers, some of w horn would 
not hesitate to stoop to any nefarious practices to servo their own private ends 

7 With all the attendant abuses, however, the market sjstcm is, m mj opinion, m the best lAerests of 
the sellers who, after all, faro usually better by brmging thou produce m the markets instead of disposing of 
same in their own fields These domestic sellers ngam can be divided into two categories A proportion of 
these people soil forward long before tlio crops mature, while the rest, owing to small quantities, proverty 
or other disabilities, sell their produce to middlemen during the season The first class is compelled to sell 
forward owing to financial embarrassments or other difficulties at usually very low prices This class, as a 
rule, may bo expected to earn, a much better value only if it is possible to wait till the crop is harv ested Gov • 
emment can help these producers by enabling them to obtain a reasonably cheap credit on the pledge of tlioir 
potential crops through the-agenoy of oo operative societies or other sources I understand that such for 
ward sales of crops at very low rates arc steadily diimmsliing and arc icsortcd to only m oases of extremo 
necessity 

8 As regards the other class who sell tlioir produce to big cultiv ators or middlemen, I am informed by 
many of my own men that the latter usually pay about the same price as that prevailing m the adjacent 
markets or slightly less just to cover carting charges It seems to me this can hardlj bo the case The middle 
man is no philanthropist Ho is out to make profits, and whatever ho gams must come from the pockets of 
the cultivator Even if he pays the same price as in adjacent markets, ho must ho recouping lumself in 
other ways The commonest trick he plays ivith tho seller is in regard to weigliment I understand these 
dealers usually take over all }apaa from the rjots on weigliment against stone pieces of alleged standard 
weights and a good deal of fraud is being practised on the unsuspeoting sellers m regard to these stones 
I thml,. this evil can be effectually cheeked if tho State prov idcs facilities for obtamuig standard iron weights 
m every cotton village and after advismg all cultivators through Government officers or other village head 
men, prohibits the use of anj weights other than these standard ones 

9 As regards the prices paid for these purchases in the fields, it frequently happens that the dealers are 
at times heavily hit if the market takes a downward course and the cultivator nctuallj' gams a good deal by 
getting advantage of lugher market conditions which may prove transitory, but then there are equal chances 
of the market rising , and on the whole, the cultivator by selling privately must needs suffer as he loses the 
great adv antage of open competition amid a large number of keci’ buyers It is also likdj’, m these mdividual 
sales m the fields, the dealers must be getting the better of tho cultivators in regard to prices owing to 
their comparativelj superior knowledge of market conditions It would therefore be desirable if the daily 
7 apas rates of the nearest regular markets arc made known moverj' village tlirough tho agency of lolicals or 
paiivans or village headmen for tho guidance of tho cultivators m their bargains with middlemen 

10 But after all, these measures, ev’cn, if brought mto effect, arc but palliativ es Tho dense ignoranoo of 
tho overage peasant makes lum peculiarly susceptible to e\ ery form of economic mjury w lion he comes into 
contact w ith a stratum of society even a little superior m mtelhgenoo to liis own and w hat w o are discussing 

as jou know, a solitary phase of the same phenomenon As Mr Crosthwaite put it before tlie Industries 
Commission, his income is low enough and lie is being bled white at every turn No amount of dij nursing 
here and there will fit him for tho battle of life m all its phases "IVe can only hope to stnke at tho root of 
tho mischief when the idea of univei-sal elementary education comes within the sphere of practical politics 

11 I take the liberty to enclose herew ith a summary of the opinions on the subject matter of your enquiry, 
exactly as reoeiv ed from our buying agents m the Central ITrovmces and Berar as w ell as some of the large 
markets in otlior parts of India Their conclusions niaj not be logical ni aU cases, nor all their suggestions 
practical ones, but I send these extracts for what they are worth knowing that it will interest you to liavo 
an insight mto tho points of vjew of a tjpical set of people having no interests of their own to serve, who oomo 
m dail j intimate touch, and do business w orth lakhs every year w itli all classes of cotton sellers m many of 
tile principal markets all over India 


1 

Enclosure (i) to Ahnexueb (I) 

Reports from our cotton hwjing agents on Projessor Todd^s proposal and other cognate matters Dated Nagpur, 

the 3rd January 1917 , 

TFardha —We note Government contemplate publishing telegrams about Bombay cotton prices in every 
cotton market Hero cultivators’ carts are about a fourth of tho whole , tho rest are all dealers Even tho 



MINOTtS OF EVIDENCE 


25 


» — 

Ccniral Proinicc!] Sii Baeoi<ji Dadabhoi Mehta [Ccnttmtal 


latter do not get any information about Bombay prices We cannot tliink of any other av ay in a\ Inch matters 
can be improved foi the cultivator, but possibly, if cultivators happen to hnou about telegrams being posted 
m the markets, thoj may bo coming there in larger numbers 

Iltngangltal — ^^Vc do not see any advantage m the Government proposal to publish telegrams of Bombay 
prices in cotton maikcts Tlio bujers cannot conceal leports about brisl or dull markets oven if they uish to 
hurther, tho rates m our market arc usually higher than Bombay paiity and so there is little 
advantage in such publication Only one suggestion occurs to us for improving matters for the oultivatoi-s 
Wo have no assurance about tho actual crop till almost the end of tho season This year the season is nearly 
ov cr and y ot some people spcal of an eight aima crop and others a foui anna one If Government, even at 
some extra cost, manages to turn out an accurate forecast by the commcnoenient of the season, the big and 
well to do cultivators would keep baclv their lapas and sell only when the marl ct rises, or they might sell 
quickly if a large crop estimate points to lowoi pnccs in future This might benefit the cultivators to some 
extent though not much The cart aiTivals in our marl ct consist of one fourth cultivators’ and three fourths 
of dealers’ oarts Tho dealers who buy from cultivators in then fields do not get lapas at any’ lower rate 
at all If tho rate in Hinganghat is 120, they also buy from tlio cultivators at 120, but then thev play tricks 
m weighment, oi some watei the lapas or cotton to inal c it heavier before bringing it m tho maiket for sale 
This can bo remedied by Government giving standard iron weights to all cultivators Again, you should not 
imagine that the cultivators always lose by selling to dealers from tlieir fields Many a time the former sells 
during strong market at high rates Tho market suddenly’ takes a downward course ind the dealer is thus 
ruined Wo hav e also asl ed some ot our other friends, w ho are ot opinion that, w hile there w ould be no tangible 
advantage from such telegrams. Government will incur a lot of unnecessary expense to bo recouped by extra 
taxation, which will ultimately conic from tho pockets of tho poor ryot 

Tlnroio — ^V^e consulted a few malguzars, who approve of the Government proposal They say that 
mere Bombav rates would be useless to tho cultivators The Warora equivalent for lapas should also be 
ment loned in tho notice exhibiting tho telegram The notice should also bo exhibited at all prineipal ‘‘ naJ as” 
from which lapas carts come to our market Tho proportion of cultivators’ carts m our marl ets is about 
one foiirtli, and dealers’ carts three fourths In our opinion, if the buyers hero are paying less than Bombay 
parity, Mieh noliocs would be advantageous to Uic scllors, but not when tlie case is reverae 

Alola — ^lYe do not see any advantage m the Government proposal All buyers receive telegrams from 
Bombay which soon become public property All lapas oarts are bought through arahjas or dalah, who 
always tal o the side ot cultivators and manage to get for them tho best possible puces, because they receive 
one per cent brokerage But tlio cultivator suffers much for some time past by tho practice adopted by many 
araiyas and dalch of huvnig their cultivators’ lapas under other names, because then they are said to value 
tho cotton veil stiictly and also not to give correct wciglnnent" They are bound by an agreement with tho 
Jliinioipal Committee not to trade m their cultivators’ cotton, but still do so with impunily owing to laxity 
of control on the Committee’s part Hero tho proportion of cultivators’ carts is three fourths, and dealers’ 
one fourth Tho dealers vvlio purchase fiom the fields and bring carts in the markets for sole run tho risk of 
profit 01 loss according to market situation 

Icotmal — ^Tho Government proposal is worth consideration, but in our oxpcrienco mofussil rates do not 
much depend on exact Bombay parity If tho market exhibits a declining tendency, buyers would try to 
purcliaso hero at Es 5 or 10 per candy less If tho market is brisk, purchases at oven higher rates than tho 
Bombay parity are not uncommon The rates m mofussil markets also depend on tlio number of purchaseis 
If the latter are a-laigc number, tlio cultivator gets a very good rate owing to competition between them 
If however, the buyers aro few and amyals large, tho latc would to some extent be favourable from then 
point of view You should not iniginc that tho cultivator sutfcis any loss bv not 1 now mg the Bombay rate 
Noi would he be a gainer by such telegrams In fact, the cultivator ns vicll ns the dealer who buys fiom his 
fields are both illiterate and w ould not understand the significance of Bombay rates We think this arrange 
ment would only bo welcomed by small buyci-s, who would Imow Bombay prices at Government expense If 
Gov eminent could ctfcct some necessary alterations in the Cotton JIarl ct Rules and see that the latter aro 
iigidly enforced, the cultivatoi-s’ interests would bo ctlcctivcly protected The cultivatoi badly needs pio 
tcction igamst viliat ho sutfoi'S from tho collusive trickeiics of tho buyci and aralya or dalal In Aimaoti 
the market rites ire usually declaicd very’ high ones , but dalals conibmo with buyers and agiee to unneoes 
sary rcduct ons in rates and weight' Tho preyention of such frauds is much more advantageous to the ryot 
linn nicie publication of Bombay tdcgrims The Hon blc Mr Slantltn has made these points quite clcai 
m his circular letici He will do the Bcrar eultivators a real service if he insists on Cotton Market Committees 
stamping out such malpractices The propoition of carts in our maikct is more than halt dealcis’, rest culti 
vatois’ Now the dealers do not get any great profit fiom their pui chases The costs of ciitagc mleiest, 
and the risk of (ie''lmc m mail et aie all borne by the elealcr, and ho is heavily hit at times Tlusyeai, when 
tho mail ef giew btionger eyeiy day, they’ m ulo some piofils, but with the heavy decline m the last few yieel s 
they hayc lost heavily, viilh ill previous profits being wiped off Wo do not thml it is at all advisable to do 
away with these middlemen Again, all the ciiUivators do not desire to bung then calls to tho mallet 
J'hey aio of two classes — one selling m the marl ot and tho other at then homes 

Pandharlau ada {Bcrar) — ^Wo have consulted many in the cotton trade, who aie of opinion that 
infonnation about telegraphic advices from Bombay, if put up at the maikets, will soon spread among all 
ciiltivatois Othcnyise the Government might make anangements vvitli doiols to inform every one who 
bungs his carts m the market But mere Bombay rates would be of no use The cultivators will only be 
able to understand the cqiuvaleiit price of lapas, and Government should give this information to them ns 
well In our maiket tho proportion of carta hi ought by the cultivators themselves is about ten annas, and 
other dcalcn or middknun six annas It Government is in earnest to improve conditions for the 
cultivatoi-', vie thinl , it must slop all dealings by’ middlemen Tho lattei usually’ deceive tho buyers 
also, as they water the /njios before bringing it in the market Many are also ot tho opinion that even want 
of knowledge ot tho Bombay lates docs not prevent tho cultivatoi-s fiom getting full value for then produce 
It IS difficult for buyers to conceal the Bombay situation, and ciiltivatois hero generally get a rupee oi 
two over the Bombay parity 

Umre — The proportion of caits coming in oui market is one fourth of cultivators’ and three fourths 
of middlemen’s Infoimalion about Bombay prees can easily bo spread among cultivators in the following 
II annei Tho lahsildai should receive teUgraphic intimation fiom Govtnimciit iboiit Bombay prices, and 
that officer will inform the lohials of all villages whcie there are cattle pounds, and the lotual should 1 e 
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wade resi)onsiblo foi comiminioating tUeso prices to^all MUagcs bIucIi are served by such pounds In tins 
■naj such nous Bill reach every cultivator 

Vmn (Ntzam's Tenttory )—'SeTG the bulk ot the crops is invariably sold long before luaturitv, as the 
ciiltn ator vants money for bis agricultural and other expenses If any balance remains, this also is sold ba 
him m (ho fields Ho docs not bring Ins carts to the marl ct Telegraphic ad\ ices of Bombay prices b oiild 
only bo of use to the cidtivator if Government helps him by means of loans and prohibits him from making 
foruard sales of his crop If tlie cultivator sells on the basis of Bombay paritj after his crops are read\ 
then only he b ould bo a gamer, not othennse In this market, ready lapas is brought almost entirclj bj 
middlemen or dealers The cultivatois’ carts do not aggregate even an anna in the rupee In Parham, 
Jnlna, etc , b here, though it is not the custom to sell fom ard, the larger proportions of carts arc also brought 
by middlemen If telegraphic advices are posted in these marl ets, there is every probability that the culti 
aators on learning this may bring their carta to the markets themselves instead of soiling off then produce 
to dealers It is also desirable for such advices to bo posted up in the cultivators’ oun villages 

Lyallpvr (Punjab) — Small dealers and middlemen usunllj pay to the cultivators less than the intrinsic 
B oith ot their crops Here the carts brought by tho ciiltiaators themselves arc about four annas m the rupee, 
the rest being small dealers’ The latter, on learning ncBS about tho strong condition of -tho mail oti at 
Bombaj aud Karachi, proceed to up country markets and bnv up from the cultivators nhat they can Tho 
ijot, Dicn if he iiislies to loam iicbs about the Bombay or Karachi markets, could not do so, ho himself being 
quite illiterate, and liis educated neighbours b ould not care to explain to him tho marl ct nous from tho papers 
everj' daa The best b ay to overcome this dilficultj’ is for Government to open marl ets at all places and 
post theie a competent clerk in charge'll ho should receive telegrams about the Bombay and Karachi prices 
and explain their contents, in cquualcnts ot tho local b eights for lapas, to all the cultivators iiho nmj be 
coming in such mail ets and advise them not to sell at less Again, some of the onners of factories here 
frcquentlj enter into a combination to stick to a loiv rate for buying cotton irrespeotiio of maiket 
conditions Goiemment must take steps to prevent such unfair dealings by bIucIi tho ciiltnator '•nflcis 
unncccssarj loss No sohenio for the publication of Bombay prices Mill be of anj avail to the large number 
of the pool cst classes of oiUtivators uhoso financial cmharrassmcnls compel them to sell forward a portion 
of then crops at a erj' low prices, B’liich make them sinl deeper and deeper m pot erty This class has the 
very first claim on such assistance ns the Stale can manage to gn c by cheap loans or an\ other w a\ Tlio 
higgei oultiaators and all others are m a relativelj better position to piofcot thoir own mlcrcsts 

Shtgaon — It would bo aery diflioult for Goaemment to publish aoouratc information about rates hceauso 
huaers gel (elegiams cverj hour Hob ever, an arrangement by aahich tho proaious night’s Bombay rate is 
made 1 noaaai m tho whole marl ot bv means of a notice is aa orth a trial It is also desirable that paleh or other 
headmen should be lasfruotod to send a man to tho nearest market to bring information about tho 
prea ailing lapas late every day and this nows must be proclaimed throughout tho aillage and a notice theieof 
posted at oaera ailla^o “ nala," so that the aiholc bodj of cultivators may bo conaorsant uith tho nilmg 
111 "! let rates 

Ihngoh (Ntzavi's Tauten g) — The Goveniment pioposal is hi ely to benefit the cultivators in tho long 
lun hut the cultia ator being ahsolutelj illiterate, it will he some time before ho comes to appreciate (ho advaii 
(ages of the sohomc for the publication of Bombay prices It aaill also benefit small (radeis, aaho, aaithout ana 
1 noaaledge of maiket conditions, go on buamg m the wake of bigger people and nianj a tunc find themselves 
stranded Tlie cultia ators hero sell seventy per cent of the ciop at low lates in their own fields, and onl\ 
about (hirf j pir cent of the crop is brought bj them to the market 

Amraolt — Out of the carts coming in this market about half belong to the ciiltiaators nnd'tho other half 
to dealers We do not see iiiy ada'ontngo in the GoaeinnicnKproposal, ns all the carts aahicli amac here are 
sold thiough (lalaU aa ho aio all aavare of Bombay pnccs, and so the seller docs not suffer ana loss If Govern 
mont is anxious to publish these prices for the benefit of cultivatois, the best coni-so aa ould ho for the palels and 
jiatiraris of villages to receive this information from Goaemment and to circulate same among the entire 
body of the peas mtry 

Mirpurlhas {Siiiel) — Tlie Goaemment proposal is a very good one, but it would only he of advantage 
in regard to established mail ets It aa ould be a eiy difficult foi Government to cn dilate the infoimation about 
Bombaj puces in eaerv small or largo village gioaamg cotton Eaen if tins avere done, in (he absence of 
markets, tho cultia ators must needs sell to the dealers m their oaan aillages at loaa rates Government 
would theiefoie ho acting in the best interests of the rjots by diaiding all cotton aillages in gioups and 
establishing mill ets in a cential situation for caery group, and the cultia atois should then be compelled 
to bring tlicii cioji for sale iii such markets onlj In our maiket, no ready lapas comes for sale , onlj the 
dealers bung if fiom the aillages and earn a large piofit by sale tobujers Tlie poor cultivator gets aeiv 
little foi bis goods, the lion s sbaie going to (he middlemen It is theitfoie essential foi the ultimate 
good of the ijots that maikets should be established and that cultia atom should he compelled to resoit to 
such maikets onla aa here rufoimation about Bombay puces should he published by Goaemment In tins 
waj thej B ill got the proper aalue for then ciops A large rruniher of culln atois lire from hand to 
mouth, and thej aie eompclled to make foiaaard sales of a poition ot then crops, before caeir it is sown, ot 
acij low puces aaath a a leaa to pioande wajs and means for tho purchase of ■'reds Goaemment must trj 
to help them here by the pioaisioir of facilities foi obtaining cheap credit 

Alimerlalail — The ciiltiaators aie less liable to be deceived if they get some information about Bombay 
prices We think, Goa ernment should post notices at cona ement centres, so that all cultia atois can come and 
•■ee them In our marl ets, the propoition of cultivators’ oavn carts to the total arnaals rs Inrdlj oven two 
annas rn the rupee The cultivator usually sells Ins crop four months prea ions to its arria al in the market, 
hroau'-c those wlio "re in pcnuiioiis circumstances must haae moiiej to pioaidp foi then agiicultuinl exj oiises, 
ind this he nningcs to get ha selling his crop fonaard on the day that ho commences his soaaiiig opeiations 
In these ca cs tho cultivator hardlj obtains a half ot the intiinsic value of Ins pioduce The wealtluci tape 
of cultia ators has no difficulfa' nr getting information about Bombaj pnccs and they are aaell able to tal c caie 
of (liciiiselacs It is the poor and small cultia ators, aaho suffer most from ignorance and iioaeity, and Goamm 
rnent mould do aahal thej can to protect them If the iState giants loans to the'^o men at a icasonahle 
late of interest at the time of sowing opeiations, thej aiill not ho undei the necessitj of mal ing piecipitatc 
fonaaid soles and would obtain the piopei pmee for their ciops during the season Goaemment do not 
stand uij serious chances of loss, as the cnltiaatoi will alanas he in aqiosition to disclnige his liabilities in 
full at ban cstiiig time iio sooner he sells his 1 spas 
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Enclosure (u) to Annes-ure I 

Translation of letter, dated the 26th January 1917, from our Goimhalore (Madras Presidency) Agents 

Wo note oiu reply to joui letter, dated the 22nd December, in connexion with Goieinmont’s inoposal 
to circulate telegrams of Bombay cotton prices among cultivators has not reached you We again give below 
our views on the subject We think there is some osaggoiation in the information received by the Govern 
mout that the cultiv vtors do not got proper \ alue for their cotton In the villages on this side, the eultiv vtors 
themselves bung a gie vtci pioportion of their produce for sale, and, owing to Loon competition among 
merchants, they at once comc to know the trend of the market Only a small proportion is bought by petty 
dealers in the fields, but hero ag vin the cultivators do not get very low rates as is supposed There is compcti 
tion among merchante everywhere and conseq^uontly dealers at times make profit oi loss acooidiiig to the 
tondonoy of tho market The deahngs of these middlemen afford some convemenco to the oultivatori. 
In our opinion, the chief cause of poverty of tho peasant class is the high lovonuo lax, and it is necessary to 
make a reduction therein Again, this tax is colleoted cveiy sis months at present Wo think it would bo 
better if this IS doao quarterly Interest is another reason for their poor condition Not only hav o the 
oultivators to pi-j a luinously high rate of interest on loans received from money londeis but they are also at 
times compelled by tho latter to guarantee tho sale of then produce to them at low rate' It is therefoi-o 
eisential to oatabhsh co operativ o credit societies at almost all places The total crop of Cambodia cotton is 
about C0,00D bales in Coimbatore aiij Tiruppur A bulk of^this is sold by cultivators themselves to 
merchants, only 15,0JD — 20,033 bales being purchased by dealers There is no cotton market at any of the 
places on this aide Agents of Bombay cotton mills thoreforo make thou puiohasos direct fiom cultiv itoia 
in fields 


Ansexure II 

L }>cr No 19, d I'e I Nagp'li , the 3rd July 1917, from Sir Ba-onji Mehta to Mr G Findlay Shtrnts, Dircctoi of 

Statistics 

Many th inks for jour dcmi official No 20G8 of 30th ultimo A supplcmentaiy classiflc itioii of thcIToual 
forecast into trade dcaoriptions will, I am suio, bo welcomed by the Trade, as enhancing the ut btv of these 
returns I would suggest that tlie comprehensive dcsciiption of Oomras and also of Bengals bo sub divided 
into tho different districts, as tlio Bombay Cotton Trade Association do in their daily and weekly lotuiii^ of 
arrivals, etc This will bring your returns into a lino with those of the Association is well I onolo c licicv ith 
a newspaper cutting showing tho classification as adopted by tho Association You will, no doubt, also be 
consulting that body in tho matter 


Esclosure to ANNEXuru II 

iJ'-C'-ip's of vitioiii yroul'hs of cj'ton at Bombay to dale compaicl with the corresponding peitods in the previous 

season 


Grow Ihs 


Total for 
tho w col 
ciidmg 5tli 

July ion 


Totvl to date (in 
EVLLS) SINCE SLITLII 
BUI 1st 


191C 


1915 


Bales 


Elks 


Baks 


lCliand(x.h 
Central India 
Bafseo and Nuggci 
Bcrar 

Central Provintts 


718 

8,G2l 

110 

3,505 


287,388 
1()7,-103 
115,011 
395 102 
91,532 


359,79 ! 
229,110 
217,519 
084,73 . 
182,409 


Total Oomars 


13,014 


1,057,311 


1,703,014 




Dliollcra 

Broach 

Compta and Dhanvar 
Westerns Northerns 
Bengals ( N W Provinces 
i Kajputana 
Sind, Punjab 
Cocanada 
Porbian 

linnevcllj and Cambodia 

Americans 

Egyptian 

Other Bolts 


8,2 !2 
1,725 
11,757 
0,078 
440 
8,218 
12,388 
514 
3 

304 


387,017 

302,272 

134,135 

75,741 

274,388 

107,191 

311,987 

19,145 

204 

23,877 

GO 

403 

10,801 


101,035 
201,858 
158,575 
127,759 
313,088 
91,79 , 
184,330 
20,599 
625 
33,207 

792 

2,015 


Total 


02,708 ' 2,701,783 


3,000,408 
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III 

Tramlahon oj our hjrni- obscnaliom rcijmiUng pMtcalioit oj coHon jurtuiih, dt , 'kiUd ^mjintr, IIk. drd 

November 1917 

Tlic foiecasts ijjij-’uny lu the CVnli il TiOvincca and Dei u bcne no iibtlul purport sol u is the bn nnc'-s 
eommunity la coiiccuicd foi the following loabons — 

1 Tbo foiccistb iipp<'ai loi^ late, wliidi if it 11010 othcnvise iionkl bo icii litlpful lo Uio doikih in 

aiiiving it Ihoii coiiclu&ioiis 

2 Ab tomiiiad iwtli the Amciicvn foituisl, onit is dcifitioiit in llio m vIIli of (.oircol osliiii lUs 'Ike 

loan loy of tho Atnoiiciin force ist is fivi ulic id of the local force ist, is will iippt 11 fioiii n com 
panilno study of the ti\o foi tlio last jear 

J The forecast is not fioelv luailablo to bujcis iib ncll is sclkis It would pio\t of gicatei ilsc if 
tioieiiimciil weic to oiroutato it ficelj iinong all pmtics 
4 The foict ist IS published in Lnghsh onl^, but the major jiortioii of thedc ikis being uti.iteju iiiilod 
with the English hpgiuigo, it does not ippeil lo them All tlio fou cists ouglit lo be punted in 
Hindi, 01 the leinaeukii of the piopcr clistiict, and cireulated bioideisl so us lo ■■eiie then 
puipobc 

The Bime uguuieiits ipply to letuiiis othei thin those of foiecists imblished b> the tiOiernmout It 
lb but moot that the (Joicinmcnt nitioducc tho ibo\o changes, if tlioj' e\peet am appieciiblo inopoition of 
bujeis and solloia to bouelit by these publieatious 


A^NLi.UllL IV 

Lisl oj ijiiinuiij fiieloriLV and pres-’U owned by the Linpress 31 ills at dijjirenl plaiC'- - iJaUd ^luypnr, the ofd 

November 1017 


beinl 

Town 

rto\ met 

No of 

No 


t 

gins 

1 

0 

“ 


I 

1 

Nagpui 



Qintral Proaiiicts 

22 

2 

IVardlia 

Do , do 

12 

J 

Hmg inghat 

Do do 

17 

1 

Warora 

Do do 

18 

5 

Ahola 

Borar 

It 

G 

Yeotinal (old faotoij) 

Do / 

10 



1 

8 

7 

Yootmal (now factory) 

Do 

11 



f 

12 

8 

Pandliaikawadi 

Do j 

10 

0 

Uiuri 

Nizam’s 'Tointorj ^ 

12 

12 


Tape of gins 


6 

Dobson b biuglt Knife Kullci Oiiia 


Do 

do 

Do 

(lo 

Do 

(lo 

Do 

do 

Do 

do 

Do 

do 

Do 

do 


Platl’b Single Maoait ij Ciiis 
Dobson and Itoscoo s Gins 
Dobson’s Sinj,lo Knife Eollor Ghis 
ITatt’a Single Mut^irthj Cm' 


^ ^ — ^Thero is a press os w ell in oaoh of tho aboi o footonos, turning out bales of about J20— 305 lbs 


A^^E\u^E V 

Stalemenl showing average dimensions and density oj cotton bales pressed at Empress Mills jaelorics , dated 

Nuypnr, the 3nl November 1917 


Places 

1 

Dimcnbions 

2 

Cubic feet 

3 

IVei^hl 

1 

Dinsit\ 
pci tubio 
foot 

5 

V ootmal 

48—3/4' X 19—1/2' X 24 1/4" 

lo 

320,325 

27,20 

Hingangliat 

48— 1/1' y 19—1/2’ X 23 Sfl" 

12/13 

320,331 

20/2/ 

Paiidharkawada 

48— X 19—1/4" y 24 1/2’ 

12/13 

320/325 

27/27 

Dmri 

48—1/4' X 19-1/1' y 25 3/1' 

13/11 

3()0/305 

27/28 
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Anke^Jufl VI 

Stx'unciit ili'jwinfj loUll itiirchtsa of Jan an I B im Kap is lip 'h Bmp css 31 Jh, a' tUff^rcii' p’ lo s d tniij the 
season 101b 17, with the icspceUic p^rceniu'jcs o/ hid proldzl Ih^rLjron, ajlcr ginn'nj process Di'ci 
Nagpur, the JUi October 1017 
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Wo also use Egyptian cotton lor fine counts and consume about 250 bliojOs (of 392 lbs each) per ye ir 


AiTNES-unE Vn 

Extract from Sir Ba'Onji Dadahhoy Mehta's written evidence given hejorc the Indian Industrial Commission in 

October 1016 

Though the long staple cotton can be impoited, it would aoceloiale the dot elopment of the Indian cotton 
industry a good deal, if it is successfully grown in Higc quantities in India The best indigenous long stajilo 
cotton was once the famous Hinginghats, the whitest, cleanest and strongest staple in the world , but unfoi 
tunatcly owing to its poor yield per a-'ro it has all but died out Many exotics haio been tried by the Agri 
cultural Departments ill over India iSomo of these have given gieat promise of success , but m almost 
every ease the results have been disappointing due in a largo mcasuio to the cultivators and dealers not under 
btaulmg their ultim ite interests and, with a view to present gains, mixing tfie long staple with the short staple 
which IS a comparatively abundant jioldei I think Qovornmont should devote thoir attention by every 
means in their pow or to incicaso the yield of the indigenous long staple or bam, as the exotics seem to deteriorate 
on aocoun'- of adulteiation, combine 1 no doubt w ith climatic inQueiices The av ervge yield of lint per acre in 
India IS not even half that in Amoiica, and that of long staple considerably less Presistent attempts in the 
direction of intensive cultivation, eapeciallj in connexion with the long staple vanety, are necessary towards 
discov Clin I such chemicals or othci artihcnl fertilisers as are best smted to the Indian soil and climatic condi 
tions A f(j’ Araoiican export agriculturists may also ho cmploj ed as an-csperiniental measure towaids tins 
end In several districts the rainj season being of short duration, the cotton plants do not get sufficient 
moistuio for the crops to bo matured, and irrigation, in such case, would help greatly the increase of yield, 
cspcciallj of long staple cotton 



30 


INDIAN roriON COMMtlTLl' * 


Otnlral rroiiiiccb ] Sir Daeonji D«>\uitoi JIi lu \ 


[Continu'd 


Tho lo 3 il AgtiQuUuril DLpaitmonl m doing ranch u-iDtul nork m tins dircolion , hut it n » Iftct that il 
has idmoal hooii obliged I o give up cxp-rimont'i nith the long staple and del oto it=clf inoro iml more toivnrd'! 
cntotiragiilg tho slioi (or staple, ulucli is Midi an ahuiidant ^ leldtr 'Jlio Dcpirtiucut n quite juntificd uoloil^ 
as the uiltnator obtains a toiiipii ituth more rcmmlcratiii itluiii lor the rhorlir hlajile on hit> lann, hut 1 
do not tlimk wo should despur and gi\o up finthcr (iiah uitli fi rtihscrs of dlfferinf I iilds and with iingi 
hon, whcic possible, tow irds iiiipiOMiig the Mild of Iht long tajik Lvui if tin rt is f idmi in oi ' proun'O 
thoic arc no doubt otiiir puts of India inoraiiiiil dde for growing long st ibli lotlon, tml tin \iild Ihtu mi, hi 
bo capiblo of groat c\p muon under tho light kind of fortili“(ri or iliig ition ol both 

It nia\ bojnontioned iii jiissing that, if tin Apritiilliiral Depirtincnls ill all puls of Jndm, is m the r 
ProMilceo, looking to (hi imincdiato iiitciists of tin mltualor', eiifonraged the growth of the uliort staple, 
as it ccrtaiult would pros t a more abiuidiint Mcldti tnidir simil ir < in iimst itiit < III ui Hit long tlaph , ,t time 
must loino when tho prici of tin aliort st iple with fall in itlalioii to tin Jon; or one and the former po uld^ 
hccomo a drug m tho market It raaj then t ike jiars to re\i rt to the ion,, staple 

If otcii some approiih to tho \mcriinii an Id is priilit iblo in India tin problini fd tin long sj ipj, ,ndi 
genous cotton would be soUid, tlio crop would bo tnormoii'‘l\ in rt i-ed, ami tlins a jiowtrful t timuhis would I'O 
impirtcd to tho dciclopniint of tlic Indian cotton nidiis|u, bt nilitiiig grot er- hjunners and t xjwtlrs alike 
i’ho demand on rot ton crops tlirougliout the worldi , i untiniioii h outgrowing Ihi utipiiJx , niid Awrncnii rotlori 
pritcs c\oii dining llii presinl w ir inMs baio sound to In tglil i wlm h wt ri onh nat hed dimng tin fiiii V» ar 
It IS men feared that in a slim t ttmo Aiuenca raa\ iildiri tin wliolo of its (.rop for its ow n waiiiifailun , nnd 
Lancasliii'o anil ha\L to look for il-i law iiiatcrial iKiwliiri' It is Ihdifon imjierilm foi tin (SoMrnwint ol 
India and men the Iminrial (joiirnmint to kaii no atom unturned in irploitirig tin po'uhihticj of tin 
Indian troji 

Avstson Vllf 
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Utalcmcnl nlwwint/ remits oJ Iroih of di/// mil ifroiilli-of Jan co'ton tat n at th^ L’niprcn MiU from 1911 to I'd 
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Annexhre X 


Slafemenl' showing tests of yarn prodncd at the Empress Mills from Egyptian and Uganda cotton 
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Statement showing aierage tension, etc , of UOs yarn produced at the Pinprcss Mills from American and 

Indian cotton 
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40 
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i 
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Anuexhke Xil 

Copy of Utter No 2091, dated Nagpur, the 20th October 1916, from Sir Bazonp D Mehta to the Director of 
Agriculture, His Highness the Nizam’s Qrurnmeni, Hydeiahad (Deccan) 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour No 4 of 12tli inBlanf and thanl j on for all the information yon 
give about the arrivals of pure yoorant at Jalna and Paiblnni I am asking onr agents at Umri to male 
arrangements for purchases there, and should they or we require any furthoi particulars hereafter wo shall 
WTite to you 

Our experience with pure staple such as we are buying at XJmri, Newga and Bhensa is that it is quite 
about the strongest to be found anywhere in India AVe used to buy at Baibhnni and Nanjder some years 
ago, but have ceased altogether owing to the largely adulterated cottons which ariivo m these markets I 
hope with the vigorous efforts your Department is now putting forth, jou will soon succeed in stamping 
out tlie short staple altogether from His Highness’ Dominions 

May I in this connexion suggest that your Department might also impress on the cultivators the necessity 
of careful picl ing so as to eliminate as much of dirt, dust, leaf, etc , ns possible from the lapas 1 Qoarani, ns 
I have said above, is the strongest , at the same time there must be v ery few v arieties of Indian cottons of 
which even the best tj'pes are so full of dirt, dust, leaf and other foreign matter The blow room loss comes to 
something like fifteen per cent against six to eight per cent m fine Central Provinces or Guarat or American 
fully good middling Such heavy admixtures of foicign matter, which cannot all be eliminated by even the 
best cleaning machinery, detract greatly from the value of these high grade cottons and hence they do not 
command the value commensurate with the intrinsic worth of the staple It the staple cottons like those of 
Umn and Bhensa are but reasonably clean they might stand without a competitor in India and command the 
topmost prices, ns Hinganghat did some tune ago 

Annexubf XIII 

Copy of letter No 1602, dated Nagpur, the Sth December 1912, from Sir Bazonp D Mehta, to the Deputy Com 

missioner, Nagpur 

With reference to your endorsement No 2710 of 28th ultimo, accompanying papers On the subject of 
cotton growing in India (herewith returned), I submit the following remarl s, though the subject seems to 
have been adequately dealt watli in the letter of the Government of India 

Damping of Cotton — This is openly done by the picss owners at the desire of their customers, who are 
both sellers and exporters The buyers are also quite aware of the fact It is for the latter to reject such 
damped cotton , but they do not There are two advantages claimed for the piaotice One is that it rendeis 
the fibre softer in feel and longer It is w ell know n that in dry w catl er, the fibero gets coar* er and shorter 
it 13 also harder to press, and the second advantage consisls in its not requiring excessive pressure in 
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lialinc Tho fibre rvill only absorb a certain peroentngo of moislnrc and no more, and anj oscessivo 
Sms tiU onh atam the fibre Besides m the diy climate ,it docs not take long to cv iportatc a good 
SiS of tlie moistnre I do not mean to say that the practice B good We onrseh es do not adopt it at 
oiir oivn presses But it is one Mitli nhieh Govomment need not inteifere Tho trade should lie strong 

enough to stop it, if it had any objection Evident Ij it has not 1,111 

Additional European agrxcvllural staff— I think tliat the time has come ulieii Indian g^diiates should 
be taken up as apprentices on salaries oommenemg uith Rs CO a month under the existing Euiopcan staff 
sav tuo or tliree under each Deputy Director and thoioughly trained up in the agriculturnl line The cost ^ 
to Go\ emment uould thus in time bo reduced and efficient supervision attained Tlio agriciillural ‘■chools as 
at present organized attiact students, w ho could only be employ cd as Inspectors or .Supenntendents of Farms, 
but could scarcely imtiate experiments 01 suggest other methods, or study them as eBculiero practiscd- 
It would be best to devise means to attiact graduates, who has c taken degrees in agricultuie as of the Bombay 
University, and further, some of them might be made to speeialBC mainlv m cotton, deioting tlieir wliole 
time to studymg and experimenting witli a new to the introduction of long staple vaiietics, improa ement in 

methods of cultivation, etc . , , ^ , , , , , , , , 

Statistical returns —These as now adopted by our Agricultural Dcjiartmont, if adopted ci ctyw here cNe, 
should give as much reliable information as possible to the trade Instead of fortnighth returns, weekly 
ones would be preferable, if they do not entail too much trouble or expense 

Improied staph cotton —Our Agricultural Department has done much towards tho attainment of this 
subject The cultivation of lun cotton has been successful to a degree but unforliinatch lately it has been 
foimd to be deteriorating m strength, while the cultn ntors arc not careful m keeping it clean 01 quite separate 
from inferior growths Cambodia cotton is really good, and if its culliyation bo encouraged wlioreyfi the sod 
IS suitable and irrigation available, it ivill certainly benefit both the culliyatois and the eotton industry 
generally In the matter of the American cotton grown m Sind, it is unfortunate that the cultivation is not 
carefully done and consequently the quality is neither uniform nor reliable and there being no central market, 
it IS almost impossible for puicbasors to offer fair prices The proposed buy mg agencies w ill probalilv degen 
nerate into monopolies, winch might not bo fair to the cultivator”. 

Mixing of cotton —Tins question lias been often discussed with regard to legislatiy c action being lal en by 
Government oven after the withdrawal of tho Cotton Frauds Act by tho Bombay Government, hut it Ins 
been rightly dropped as impracticable If any steps can be tal on by Exceiiliy 0 Ofiiccrs to clicck tbo fraud”, 
they should he welcome indeed But I fear that they would be taken ns unnccessarv mtcrfcieiif e yiifli tho 
trade 


AM«r\inir XI\^ 


Copy oj letter No lOdS, dated Nagpnr, the lOtli May 1017 , from Sir Baronp D Mehta, to Ilr’isrc Tata Sons 

<t Co , Mills Depnitmcnt, Bonihay 

With reference to your favour of Cth instant, I beg to enclose with tl is a report from our Lynllpm agents 
in connection with Professor Roberts’ enquiries Some of the suggestions made by' them are hardly pinctical 
ones, but the report will, no doubt, interest the Lyallpur authorities m icgard to what is being tbonglil about 
the present arrangements by people on the spot, who have some considerable experience in tlio cotton business 
m other Provinces 

I regret we have no direct personal experience of the conditions prov ailing in Lvallpui except what is 
derived tlirough these agents Our connexion tliere is of very recent growth It seems to ns, the puncipal 
desideratum is the estnhlishmeiit of central cotton mnikcls in the principal cotton centres in tlio Colony 
iSuchmaikets will attract a laigo number of buy'crs and gimiers in course of time and owing to keen 
competition among them the cultivators arc Idvcly to get the best y aluo for their money Tlicso mail cts wall 
of a certainty tend to imnimise all other alnisos ns well, ns is the umyer”al e\portcneo in the Central 
Proy inces and other large cotton ocnties where they liai c been established 

We do not think licensing of factories with a view to control tho qualities, mixing, etc , will scue any 
useful purpose Government control can only be exercised tbrough petty efTici''is, winch w ill gn p rise to sueli 
other abuses as wall render (ho icmcdy' worse than tho disease Wp hplioip this was amply pioyod by 
expeneneoraregardtotheoldCottonbraudsAct in flip Bombay Pi csidcncy, which had to he icpealrd soon 
after enactment 

It would be desirable if standard weiglits passed by Government 01 otlipr Municipal bodies are alone 
permitted to be used m all potion transactions 

It is also eminently desirable that thp weights and measures used m the cotton trade are slandaidiscd 
all ov'er India The Central Proi'iiiccs Goypiiimcnt has (a! m the fiist step in this direction by piohibiting 
tho various weights prevalent m thp difflpient mail cts m thrso Pioymces and pic'crilmig a unifoim 
standard assimilated to that of Bombay Tins standard has been fiimly established without the slightest 
hitch in less than a year and has proved a blessing to cultiyntors ns well as all large moichants, who Iinye 
to make their calculations on the basis of the Bombay paiity In fact, its only oppomnts were people who 
used to trade on the ignorance of the ryots as to (IieintiiasK vahieof then ],roduco oyyiiig to thp bewildering 
variety of standaids of weights at different places ThePimjib Goycrniucnt vyill tlicieforo bo tal mg a step 
in the right direction and benefiting the agriculluiists <0 no small yxtciit if it folloyys the Central Pioyinccs 
in establishing central eotton markets and presenhiiig thp Bombay or tho Central Pi ov inces stnndaid yi eight” 
only for wse in connection with all cotton transactions 


FNcrosuBE TO Ai«Nrx;EEE XIV 

Translation of letter from our Lyallpur ugcitfs 111 connexion itilli (he enginries jiom the Frojessnr of Ayricultme, 

Punjab 

We have received copy of letter from (lie Professor of Agriculture, Pnnjah, m oonnoxion with the 
proposed leforms m the system of ginning factoiics, etc in the Punjab, ancUgiv'e lidoyv oiu views on tie 
various pom's, as requested — , 

( 1 ) CoGe>i seeds are sold on this side by meicbants under tbo name “ bij ” (t c , seeds of good quality , 
fit for tho pwiposes of cultivation) They pass off seeds of infenoi qunlitr oBo under sucli a 
misnomei ynfh a view to get higher puces Tins fiandiilcnt practice should be prohibited, as 
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tho quality of cotton auffers considerably jn consequence of such mi'tcd Seeds being used for 
cultivation Goi emmeut would be well advised to make some rules so as to permit of seeds 
being sold for cultiiation only after mspection by a Government official, ulio should observe 
the following points in passing suob seeds for sale — 

(a) The seeds should bo quite iipc, ns otherwise the crop turns out very weak in strength 

(b) All the seeds should bo of good staple American cotton 

(c) Seeds of good quality only should bo permitted to bo sold so that the percentage of lint may bo 

lugh 

(2) Government use up tlicir own seeds and are particular about the qualitj of seeds only In our 

opinion, tliey sliould pay greater attention to the quality of cotton 

(3) Tile picking of / aj>as is not made with care and needs attention Tho I apas is fuU of leaves, which 

doprcoiates its value to no little extent Again, the ciiltii ators store their ] apas in a pressed 
condition The piesence of leaacs detracts from the quality of the I apas, and dampness or 
moisture causes the lea\ es to turn black and thus the quabty is spoiled all the more 

(4) The cultivators mix up the crop of last picking w itli 1-apas of good quality, winch should be pro 

hibitcd It IS neocssarj to keep the last piolong quite separate as the staple thereof is generally 
very weak, and when such interior quality is raixwl up with good I apas, the latter suffers as well 
In fact, tho evil is cumulative when seeds of such mixed qualities are used for sowmg the new 
crop and the result is steadj deterioration from year to year 

(6) Cotton marl eta should bo established at all impoilnnt centres and sales of 1 apas effected m these 

markets only There being none in Ljallpur, the cultivators take their carts wherever they 
like 

(0) The establishment of markets w ill be beneficial to sellers and pnrohasers alike in that they will all 
meet together at one place The markets will grow in importance m course of time and attract 
a larger number of dealers Tlio oultivators wall benefit particularlj , ns they are likely to get 
higher prices for their pioduco owang to competition among purchasers Markets of the typo 
existing in AI ola and other centres in tho Central Provinces and Bcrar should be established in 
the Punjab This is probably the most urgent reform ncccssaij 

(7) The system of weighing /apors on this side is not as it should be and needs to be improved. There 

should be some suoli arrangements ns detailed below — 

(n) Scalesmcn for weighing /-ujias should bo appointed by sellers and charges for weighments borne 
bt buj ers, so tliat in ease the scalcsinan posses off a larger quantity fraudulently he can be 
dismissed by sellers and likewise if his scales show less than tlio correct weights, the ohargos 
for w cighmoiit will not be paid to him by buyers Being thus under the dual control of both 
parties, ho is lil civ to do his w’ork lionestly and carefully 
(!)) Scales and weights should be passed by tho Mumcipahtics at a nominal fee of Us '5 per annum, if 
necessary , and inspcotion thereof made every month by mumoipal officials Such a system 
will inspire confidence m dealers as regards tbcir accuracy 

(8) Some dealers have their lapas passed through an opener, before ginning it and this process renders 

the staple somewhat shorter Tho opemng, however, is advantageous in some respects as 
detailed below — 

(a) The lapas is cleared of leaves, etc , and it looks whiter 

(h) On this Bide tho lapas is covered with a good deal of earth and this is removed by the opener 
(c) Tho opened lapas gives greater outturn of Imt 

(ri) If lapas giv mg out less than 32^ poi cent of Imt is ginned w ithout being passed through the 
opener, a fair quantity of seed cotton passes off along w ilh the seeds through the grids, and 
causes a gicvt loss 

(c) Tho opener should bo provaded w itli such a dev ice that during tho process of opening tho lapas 
IS thoroughlj cleaned w ithout the staple being affected and seed cotton so flattened out as not 
to permit of its passing through tho grids m any case 
(!)) Sellers must part cularly sec that one tjqic of cotton is not mixed up w itli another and each typo 
IS sonipulouslj kept separate Tlio mixing of mfciior quality with good fapas low ers tho 
value of the latter oonsidorably 

(10) Hand ginned cotton is mixed up with niacliinc ginned Tins should be stopped 

(11) Some dealers moisten the cotton and then bale it up This should also be prohibited, as not only 

docs the moisture turn the leaves in cotton black but engenders heat m the pressed cotton, and 
w cakeas the staple 

(12) Faotorj' labour m the Punjab is not skilled, as will bo seen from the follow iiig — 

(fl) Tlio giiiner does not feed the gin carefully but throws lapas therein at random, with tho result 
that the latter gets mixed up with cotton 

(f>) Coolies carrying 1 apas on to tho gin platform are also equally caieless and a lot of lapas is allowed 
to bo dropped all along tho way from the lapas stack up to the platform Cotton is also 
handled in tho same waj 

(e) Gm fitters too are very indifferent and do not pay any attention to the proper w orking of the 
gins 01 the prevention of damage to the goods It is therefore absolutely essential to improv o 
this class of labour Ordmaril} , tlw production of lint per gin per horn; is 40 lbs , but in tho 
Punjab it 18 barely 24 lbs 

(13) Indian merchants are not a powerful combination and so, whenever export firms stop purchases 

for a few days, there is a sharp dcolino in prices' The Government should not therefore be v erj 
harsh tow ards tho merchants as such a policy is calculated to prejudicially affeot the trade 

(14) Government insists on the weighmont of all auctioned I apas m a daj, which causes great loss 

to dealeis About 5,000 — 8,000 maunds arc auctioned at a time and suoh a quantitj cannot in 
anj circumstances be w eighed in a single daj Some change in the rules in this direction is 
imperatu e A buyer should not be compelled to weigh and take over more than 2,000 maunds 
on any single day 
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(15) Cotton ginning in tho Punjab dates from about 1885 The first ginning factory mis put up in 

Kasur in that year And 5 ot not ono of the dealers hnotis anj thing about tho staple at all 
Lint percentage seems to be their sole criterion of value 

(16) The la-pas auctioned by Government does not give the same lint percentage Tho latter 

ranges from 30 to 32^ per cent Govemment should arrange to sell lots of different percentages 
_ separately The outturn of good staple lapos in the Pimjab is generally lou , but the Ameriean 
cotton in Sind, in spite of having a good staple, yields a high outturn In the case of the 
Punjab American cotton, the shorter the staple the greater is tho percentage of lint and 
wee versa 

(17) The auctioned cotton is delivered by Government at any place in accordance uitli tho buyer’s 

uishcs, but they should also arrange for a quick supply of uagons lor its tiansport, ns these 
can bo obtained very spasmodically at times and buyers are put to heavy losses and risl^s in 
consequence 

(18) A heavy' tax should be levied on those factories uhich do not work satisfactorily Tins question 

should, hou ev er, be decided after careful consideration, lest tho charge may prove unnecessarily 
harsh and cv on fatal to the cMstonco or expansion of tho ginning and pressing industries 


Ankexukf XV 

Siatemeiil showing cost per hhoja of 345 lbs at lfagpnr,ol American and Egyptian cotton purchased by the. 
Empress Mills, during the years 1904 — 1912, with the relatiic cost per bhoja of Bam and Ian cotton 
as per prices ruling at the time in IVaiora, Pandharl awada and Nagpur marlets Dated Nagpur, 
the 3rd November 1917 


Date 


12th July 1904 
3rd August 1904 
16th September 1904 
20th November 1004 
20th December 1904 
30th December 1904 
6th January 1905 
26th January 1905 
27th February 1905 
11th March 1905 
27th May 1905 
Ist September 1905 
19th September 1905 
23rd September 1905 
17th October 1905 
12th January 1900 
10th February 1900 
6th May 1900 
17th Juno 1906 
28th July 1906 
Slst August 1900 
10th August 1900 
20th August 1900 
20th October 1900 
Sth December 1900 
14th February 1907 
14th March 1907 
4th April 1917 
9th September 1907 
11th September 1907 
18th September 1907 
lat October 1907 
Sth October 1907 
12th October 1007 
17th October 1907 
24th October 1907 
29th October 1907 
I2th November 1907 
2Tth February 1909 
18th Maroh 1909 
4th October 1911 
17th Oetober 1911 
27th October 1911 
7th November 1911 
24th November 1911 
13th December 1911 
Cth February 1912 
26th November 1912 


Amoncan 

Bam 

Jan 

Date 

^Rs 

Rs 

Rs 


150 





137 





130 





124 


- 154 

103 

29th April 1904 

110 




25th October 1904 

105 

j 




98 

i 




90 





108 





110 





135 


> 100 

08 

loth May 1905 

144 





137 





133 





131 





150 


140 

06 

13th March 1900 

145 

140 

88 

22nd October 1900 

150 

130 

83 


148 




150 




128 




142 




128 




182 




198 

129 

91 


151 

120 

84 

12th March 1907 

163 

129 

90 

14th August 1007 

151 

130 

87 

25th November 1907 

180 



19th March 1908 

163 



3rd Apnl 1908 

100 



lltli April 1908 

157 



20 th April 1908 

168 



Cth May 1908 

163 




162 




160 




131 




150 

116 

02 


130 

127 

82 

13th August 1909 

120 

124 

89 

2nd December 1909 

136 



12th July 1910 

130 



January 1911 

130 



Cth June 1911 

143 


100 

Sth November 1911 

133 

127 

98 

9th December 1911 

132 

118 

00 


136 

134 

110 

28th March 1912 

108 

160 

137 

10th June 1912 




27th Juno 1912 ' 




0th October 1912 


Egyptian 


Rs 


207 

170 


178 


210 

207 


255 

240 

220 

175 

173 

170 

107 

152 


210 

215 

201 

244 

241 

197 

191 

203 

220 

220 

209 
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Sib Bazonji Dadabhoy lIcirrA, Kt , called and osamined 

40S3 {President ) lly oxporienoo o£ cotton goes back for 41 years Our two varieties of cotton are 
the short jnri and the long staple bam Then, of course, there is huri but that is disappeaimg now Upland 
Georgian Mas also tried by the Agricultural Department but it was found to deteriorate after two or three 
j ears I tlunk it liad to bo giv on up Bam was the indigenous cotton grown on the Hinganghat side The 
staple of ham is about ftlis to f-Sths of an inch The Staple of bun is a little longer That of 
Upland Georgian is about the same The staple of all tlirco is under an mob There is a largo quantity of 
}art — or short staple cotton Boseitm was started by the Agricultural Department The staple of roscum 
IS shorter than m hat we call jari but it j lelds much more than jan It is a very heavy yieldcr The average 
Icngtli of the staple of roseum is less than half an inch The staple is half an inch at most Jloseum is 
produced on a very largo scale I think it is mostly exported or mixed with other short staple cottons 
I would not buy it myself I beliovfi it is mostly taken by the Japanese, and that formerly it was exported 
to Germany for mixture with wool 1 should think that the market for it may not be^very stable The 
mill oivTicrs in India do not want it The maikot for it is not likely to disappear entirely If the 
cultivation of roscum increased to a a cry largo extent, it might not bo found as profitable as at present 
Jart 18 bought by the mills in tbo Central Provinces 

4084 Wo have eight ginning factories The ginning factories at Nagpur, Wardha and Hinganghat 
deal only in short staple The one at Hinganghat used to deal with long staple At Warora wo'havo a factory 
and there also the short staple has got in Wo have also established a factory at Pandharwada Long staple 
used to be growai there but hero also it is fast disappearing The factory at AKoIa deals with a 
mixture of long and short staple Wo have also faetoiics at Ycotmal and Umri Wo buy some cotton at 
Hmgoh also though wo have no ginmng factory there 

4085 Wo have to go to Navsari, Hublt and Dharwai for long staple cotton Wo buy very little long 
staple cotton in these provinces Chanda jart is a long staple cotton Wo buy some of that The ginning 
porconlagc of iaiii IS only 20 pei cent That is tho dilTioulty» It would bo an advantage if the ginning 
percentage was greater I think that it would bo worth while in view of the consumption of long staple 
cotton in these provinces to try to produce it locally and that experiments should bo made by the 
Agrioulturil Department in that direction I am fairly well acquainted with the Agricultuial Department 
in this province and have followed its development As I have said, they have been tiyiiig to get long 
staple cotton but it soon dctenorvtcd Tho Ujilind Georgian expaiment was staitcd long ago oven 
before tho Agricultural Department started csporiincnts But that has gone out too It nught be worth 
while to have picked officers to try further exporimcnls Tho Agrioulliual Department has done its best 
but there inoy bo something left yet one ovnnotsvv Still it is a line of oApenment winch might be 
followed up If necessary there might bo an increase of stall on that account 

4080 Tlio Government forecast serves a useful purpose Tlio Central Provinces forecast is better than 
tho Government of India one I do not see how it can bo unproved very much unless something like tho 
Amcrio in svstom \ycvo adopted 1 he American sy stem is v cry elaborate and I do not think it can be carried 
out here I think the dates of public vtion might bo improved I think the forecasts should bo published 
a month c irlicr bcoauso tho second forecast is now published just about tho time cotton begins to como in 
I am afraid, howcv er, that if the forecasts came out a month oarlici they might not bo so accurate A monthly 
forecast fiom July to February would bo helpful to tho trade 

4087 The ginning and press returns published by tho Government of India aic of no use They take 
such V long timi to como out I only roceiv cd tiic coyiy for August to day Ev on then it is not complete 
and does not include tho returns from Native States Tho Central Piovmocs returns are ranch more prompt 
The Diicotoi of Agriculture posts them to mo Even tho Bombay rctuiiis do not seem to be oorieot The 
submission of tho returns should bo made compulsory by legislation and the provincial returns should be 
tclcgr iphcd to tho Director of Statistics, so as to ensuio more prompt publication 

4088 I do not think that tho publication of Bombay prices at up country markets would be of any use 
to tho ciiltiv ator The differences in the growths of cotton in the grades, m tho cost of transport to market, 
and in ginmng and pressmg charges would make a difference in the calculations which the oultivatoi would 
hav 0 to work out 

4089 (Jlfr Ikadta ) Dampmg is very much resorted to in this part of the country I do not see how 
you can stop it it is tho busmess of tho trado The objection to legislative action is that the inspectors and 
superv iBors would be liable to temptation and might go WTOrig Experts sometimes make mistakes in regard 
to tho mixing of different varieties of cotton and I do not therefore think that tho inspectors would bo able 
to find them out The mixing of cotton oertamly leads to mixed seed being issued to tho cultivators and 
to the deterioration of tho crop That has been tho case vvith Upland Georgian and with Cambodia To 
keep types pure I would look to the field Tho thmg to do is to supply pure seed to the cultivator and to 
BOO that It 18 used instead of having inspectors for checking mixture, adulteration or damping What w o 
ought to do IS to BOO that pure seed is given to tho cultivator and that tho fields are watched I quite realise 
that this IS an enormous task and of course it cannot all bo done at onoo If you go on givmg pure seed to 
the cultivators year after year and show them the advantage of usmg it, tho cultivation of puic varieties ‘ 
of cotton wall bo greatly extended It is not necessary that Government should look to ev cry field but they 
should oxcrciBc a sort of general siipervunon My idea is that Government should take over tho w hole business 
of seed distribution That is the only remedy m rav opinion I quite understand that it w ould moan a 
tremendous inoroaso in tho staff of the Agiioultural Department, but I think it could be done gradually and 
that if tho people understood the advantages they would derive from it, then perhaps such a big staff nught 
not bo wanted Ginners should not be allowed to give back seed to cultivators I have had some 
oxpcnenco of Indian University Graduates who have done very well in all our departments They have 
succeeded very well with us I have had no experience of Graduates of Agricultural Colleges but they 
should do equally well in regard to tho supervision of seed distribution 

4000 The existence of ginning and pressing pools all over tho districts only shows that there aie more 
gms and presses than are required These pools are not in the interests of the cultivators I do not see 
how legislative action could bo taken against these pools If pools could bo abolished it would be a good 
thing Tho profits which those pools make must oomcout of the pockets' of the cultivators because the 
buyers calculate what The charges will bo and fix the pnees they pay accordmgly Government could not 
Very well fix the maximum prices to be charged for ginning and pressmg It is not the busmess of 
Government and I do not see how they could do it Competition is the only way to bring about the 
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ntoper rates I do not think that you can very uell fi'c the number of factories, or the price they should 
oharce If this pooling business is stopped, competition must do ovei\ thing else t i t 

4091 I have hearef of Khaiidebh and roscum cotton being taken to Broach for admiaturo I Iiaa o been 
very seriously thinking hou adultei ition like this could bo stopped but I haa o not been able to come to 
any conclusion I do not think that j ou could stop the carnage of lapas from one place to another Amraoti 
Lapas IS at present coming to Nagpur as Nagpur cotton has a highci piico than Amraoti In the same avay, 
lams goes from one distiiot to another by rail as well as bj road to got the ixamo of the place to which it is 
taken I do not see how you cm stop this They did try to do so in Berar some time ago bat they failed 

4092 {Mr HodgUnson ) The staple of Cambodia is one inch in length or slightly less Lately uo have 
found it mixed and slightlv deteriorated Tins is the c\ il th it goes on u licnov cr there is a good cotton It 
can bo spun up to 403 ueft It uill spin up to 32s uarp I have not had the strength tested In the case 
of Cambodia, the blow room loss is about ton to twcUc per cent The card loom loss uould be a further 
four per cent so that the total loss uoiild bo sixteen per cent to spindle point If Cambodia avero saav ginned 
instead of roller ginned, it would certainly bo olcanet but, in my opinion, the saw gins would cut the fibre 
For spinning 32s to 40s weft, we use cotton that wo get from the Nizam’s territory which is called XJmn Wo 
also use the cottons that come from Dharmabad, Hiibli, Dharwar and Nnvsan Dhnrmabad is also in the 
Nizam’s State Unm cotton is better than Cambodia in strength 

4093 {Mr Henderson ) So far ns we arc concerned, the trade names of the cotton here in the Central 
Provmoes ore jari and ham lioseum is another but gciicrallj w c talk of the short staple ns jari and the long 
staple as ham The tiade name is giicn bj the Bombay people The Agricultural Department has given 
the local trade names The general trade name for the cotton grow n in Berar is Oomras There arc no trade 
names for 6a»ii, bart and Upland Georgian Pure bani is still to be bought m the Ni/nm’s Territory at Umri 
That IS not the only place but we get it in Hiibli and Dharwar in the bouthcni Mahratta countv Navasari 
cotton IS pure bam What they call Surtce is rcnllv Surat cotton It is quite pure Deterioration haa been 
most marked in Cambodia and Dharw vr cotton In the neighbourhood of Umn also there la a great deal 
of deterioration going on Tlie cotton tint we arc getting fiom Parbhani and other places is coming in mis.ed 
with short sUplo and Mr Kenny w ho is in charge of 1 he Hj dcrabad Agticullural Department at Hj derabad 
IS very anxious to get nothing but bant produced theic Navrari has not deteriorated but Broach has and 
Broach IS only a name now Wo buy a large quniititv of /apns at Nnvsan iiid so far we hav o not had any 
cause td complam It is v cry clean and v erv white The low ginning percentage of Akol.i ;nrt mentioned 
m Annexure VI to my written evidence is duo to mixing Slixing is v cry gcnei il all ov or the place 1 
think the indigenous cotton of the bam typo would be better for cipcrimcnlal work than American 
The tension of bam is greater than of American 

4094 I am not quite satisfied with Punjab American but it is quite a stop m the right direction 
I would like something stiongor and unraixcd Last season long and short stajilo cotton w ere mixed together 
and of course it was much choapei Our mills at Bombay and Almicdabad bought it simply because it was 
cheaper The reason why it was mixed was that the cultivators did not get sufficient seed I could not say 
where the mixing took place It must bo the cultiv ators because they said they could not get seed Our 
people purchased tlio lint only I think American cotton would bo still better if saw gins were not used as 
they cut the fibre 

4095 I am m favour of nullowiiers gmiiing their own lajias That is what we are doing Thov would 
then know exactly the 1 ind and quality of cotton that they wcic getting It is a much easier thuig to 
detect a mixture in bapas than in ginned cotton 1 am generally m fav oui of a largo extension of superior 
cottons speoiallv in a new country like &ind and the Punjab, in fact all over India if you could got it Of 
course, there is the difficulty of bridging ov er the gulf between the time when such cotton is jiroduccd in small 
quantities and the time w hen it is produced in commeicinl quantities Tlic buv or c in do nothmg with a small 
quantity I should be quite prcpaicd if any experiments w ere made, to lend assistanco by taking us small a 
quantity as 25 bales at a fair puce Ev cn now, is it is, the difference in ginning percentage between long 
and short staple cotton is so groat that unless the price of long staple cotton is about fifty per cent lugher 
than tor the short staple cotton, it does not pay cultivator to grow long staple 

4096 I have suggested that a few American agriculturists should be employ cd as an cxjieriinental meaBuro 
Whether such an experiment will have greater ndv antages than the present system I caiuiot say The Amen 
cans have greater experience and they might bo able to suggest something to improve the yield or in 
other directions Then ginning percentage is veiy high and their yield is high I suppose the Americans 
cannot grow Egyptian oottoq because of some soil diflicultv^ 


4097 {Mr Mobcrls ) Standard weights have been introduced in this province for cotton markets and the 
system is working veiv well I do not remember my agent reporting aiiytlung about this point so 
far as it concerned the Punjab but he haa ccrtamly suggested that weights should be standardised Tins 
IS an important measure winch should be adopted tliroughout India Our weights arc exactly the Bombay 
weights We have taken 28 lbs as equal to one maund and fourteen maunds aie equal to a Mojo of 392 lbs 
That is half of the Bombay lhandi and a bale is made up of 392 lbs Tlic w eights w ere standardised by getting 
the prmeipal men from the difierent cotton markets to agree and by asking the Munioipabties to introduce 
standard weights I should say that the weights should be uniform throughout a proi inoe Of course it 
would be better to have uniform weights for all India but I think that might be difficult to introduce Govern 
ment have had this question under their consideration for sometime but nothing has been done as yet If 
a standard weight was adopted for all India, I suppose it ought to be the standard maund as the cultivator 
would understand it better 

4098 Sometimes the sellers complain that after the price has been fixed and the bapjas is token to the 
ginnmg factory, the buyer finds fault with it He says that the cotton is bad or is damped and he wants to 
cut down the price In that case the seller takes it away' if he is not satisfied Sometimes, however, it would 
be too much trouble to re load the cart and he agrees to accept the price Markets like those in the Central 
irovmces might be introduced in the Punjab The weighbridge system is much more satisfactory than the 
wcignment in small bundles The cotton markets here are sunply' places which are controlled by the Muni 
oip u Committee A committee of buyers is appointed by the Municipal Committee and they manage 

c busmess The cotton maikets have been established for a very long time — ^twenty' years or more -We 
nd that they w ork quite satisfactorily The only objectionable feature is as regards the brokers’ commission 
ine Juunicipatity fixes the rate of commission for the brokers and the buyers give the brokers a secret com- 
mission simply vnth a view to get more carts mto the presses or gins The rate fixed is four annas for alhandi 
oi Papas I beheve some of the buyers pay twelve annas That is really speaking illegal The Market 
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Committco ought to stoji it but lias not been ablo to do so TIio point is that tho whole charge falls upon the 
seller whether tho commission is given seorotly or otherwise I would advocate stricter enforcement of the 
rules to stop this practice 

4090 When cotton is transported from one station to another, it is done in half pressed bales though 
some 18 sent in pressed bales bo it would bo very diflicidt to marie cotton by the name of the station from 
which it comes and would be impossible m the ease of loose cotton 

4100 I have had to go further and further aScld for staple cotton We have to go to the Punjab, to 
Southern India, to Hubli and Dliarwar Wo could pay better prices for long stapled cotton if we could get 
our cotton as near home as possible but it \\ ould not pay tho cultu ator if the ginning percentage u as as low as 
that of haul Wo Imc a ginning f letory of our own at Urari but none at Dharmabad We have a Marwari 
purchaser who acts under our instructions Whenever wo have to buy, our man goes himself Wherever 
uo have ginning factories, wa gin our own cotton ourselves Our uork is mostly done by our own people 


AmsE'tunE I 

Further note hy Str Bazonp Mehta 

Damping of cotton — after being picked is kept in damp pits to receia c the moisture before bemg 
carted In passing across ri\ ers, the carts arc at times purposely taken tlirougli w atcr or arc tilted, so as to 
receive some moisture Tho lapas is exposed to dew falling during night But with all this, the climate 
in these parts is so dry that in a few hours, the moisture is ea aporated to a largo extent This cannot be checked 
but tho buj cr, if he feels the hapas damp, deducts a small percentage at the time of weighing it over The 
ginncrs do not damp tho hapas or lint Tho presses do to anj extent the owner of tho cotton desires If 
reasonably damped, the fibre looks longer and softer, and is easier to press In the oxocedmgly dry climate 
in our part of the oountrj’, tho fibre swells and looks short and coarse and is very difficult to press If inordi- 
nately watered, tho cotton gets stained, discoloured and wo,ikcncd Tins the bujer of bales can himself 
find out If inspectors are appointed to bupcrvise the presses, unless they have authority of some kind, 
they would bo powerless to check the evil of too much damping Besides, Government control can only 
bo exercised through petty officials who wdl have to bo invested witha dangerous amount of authority Again 
dampness due to rams cannot bo helped I think, this is a matter w Inch docs not call for any legislative action 
on tho part of tho State The remedy for excessive damping seems to me to be entirely with the buyer Ho 
alone can stop it if ho cares to 

Mixing of hapas and cotton — This question has also often been discussed with regard to legislative action 
by tho Estate, but hero too tho difficulties in regard to authority being invested with potty officials seems to 
mo insuperable Tho experience of the Bombay Cotton Frauds Act of 18C3, wlnoh had evcntuilly to bo 
repealed, docs not seem encouraging in regard to the results of State intciv cntion If seed farms arc organised 
and selected seed given out to cultivators at reasonable rates, there may bo less clianco of mixed seeds being 
utilised in the fields and reliably pure str vins of cotton obtained Gov ernment need not hav o all farms of 
tlicir ow n Pm ate seeds farms or Co opcrativ o Unions of such under tho superv ision of Departmental officers 
may bo encouraged The local Agricultural Department is also domg much useful work in this direction 
Bevond this, it should bo left entirely to tho trade to check the evils complained of Even if law is passed 
making mixings penal, it would have to bo roallv very clastic Even cotton from the same place but hand or 
miohino ginned, or first or last picking, meins no little diflcrcnce in quality and their mixture will affect 
tho quality to no little extent The prevention of all such mixtures would oven be a hardship to some extent 
and besides it would need bucli expert knowledge and such minute supervision as to mvolve almost certain 
failure if uiidcrtal on through State Agency The trade iii this matter may bo left to look after its own 
interests No amount of legislative action will, in my opinion, cflcctivcly prevent such mixtures, so long as 
people consider it worth w hilc buy mg tliem 

Export duty on cotton — I cannot see ray way to recommend an export duty even to provide funds in con 
iioxion with measures for tho improvement of cotton cultivation ortho preventing of adulterations It must 
be remembered cotton is not a world monopoly for India like jute An export duty, in normal times, will 
only result m lowering tho price received bv the poor agriculturist for his crop It seems to me the few 
interested in the cotton manufaoturmg industry will benefit thereby at tho expense of the largo mass of culti 
vators The burden ought not, in any case, to fall on those least able to bear it 
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Statement showing results of Inals of cotton at the Empress mills, Nagpur 
(i) February 1917 
20* TwisU 


Average counts 20‘2l 
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(u) Arnii. 1017 
20s Twist 
A\ erngo counts 20 01 


Umri 

Lyollpur (American) 

Navsan 

Purbam 


(in) May 1917 
20s Tteisl 
A\ crago counts 20 01 


NavBari 

Hubb (Kumpta)' 

Lyallpur (American) 

Dharmabad (exceptionally weak) 


Blow room 
loss percent 


Tension 


12 04 
1130 
7 73 


GO 35 
69 84 
59 18 


14 20 


69 10 


Blow room I 
loss per cent j 


Tension 


7 13 
13 10 
12 38 
10 90 


05 43 
03 81 
02 19 
50 88 


Aj^exube III 

Letter from Sir Bazonp Dadahhoy Mehta, to Mr IP Roberts, B Sc , 1 A S , Projessor oj Agriculture, Punjab, 

Lyallpur, dated 31st March 1910 

Wo have now completed our spinning tests of Lyallpur and Mirpurklms Americin cotton purchased 
at the Government auctions and also of the former as obtained from dealers Tho results, I regret to say, 
are not quite satisfactory and neither of those is suited to a good strong 213 w rip as wo had expected 
I think, this IB due to some admixture of short fibre which, however small, militates considerably against 
the value of such otherwise high grade cottons You will jseo from tho results giicn bdow that rcidy 
American cotton obtained from dealers has fared worse than tlio kapas wo purchased at auction 
probably because of tho heavier admixture of short fibre or deshi in tho formei 

We know from experience that tho strongest indigenous staple cottons are to be found in the Nizam’s 
Dominions (Hyderabad) and some of tho neighbouring Bcrar districts Wo haao taken some Inals of tho 
Amenoan cottons against these under virtually identical conditions, and gi\c below for your information a 
summary of the results both in respect of blow room loss and aa erage tension — 


1 

203 Twist 
Exact count 20 01 
Average of 80 wrappings 


Umn (Hyderabad) 

Lyallpur American (purchased from dealers) 


Blow room 
lo'sper cent 


Tension lbs 


10 00 07 32 

10 80 52 08 


2 . 

20s Twist 
Exact count 20 01 
Average of 120 wiappings 


Dharmabad 

Umn 

Lyallpur Amenoan (purchased from dealers) 


Blow room 
loss per cent 


Tension lbs 


11 16 


09 99 


11 25 09 98 

11 64 69 60 
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3 

2O3 Twist * 
Exact count 20 01 
Average of 100 wrappings 


Pandharli.awada (Borar) 

Novga (Hyderabad) 

Miipnrlihas Amenoan (pnrohased at auction) 
Lyallpur Amenoan (purchased at auction) 


Blow room 
loss per cent 

Tension lbs 

7 89 

70 51 

10 45 

68 45 

6 76 

60 30 

10 96 

69 03 


4 

24s Twist 
Exact count 24 11 
Average of 120 wrappings 



Blow room 
loss per cent 

Tension lbs 

Pandharkawada (Borar) 

7 89 

5191 

Nevga (Hyderabad) 

10 46 

60 68 

Lyallpur Amencan (purchased at auction) 

10 96 

46 02 

Mirpnrkhas Amenoan (purchased at auction) 

5 76 

45 60 


You will SCO, the Amenoans have turned out relatively much weaker than the best indigenous Hyderabad 
or Berara 

I take this opportunity to tender to you my best thanl^ for the kind assistance tv hich yourself and the 
officers of the Agnoultural Department were so good as to render to our agent in connection with his purchases 

amiexukf rv 

Letter from Sir Bazonp Dadahlioy Mehta, to Mr T F Main, B Sc , Deputy Director of Agriculture, Sind, 

Mirpur Khas, dated 12(h April 1916 

My agent, Mr Bansidhiir, has sent me a copy of your letter No 629, dated 20th February, to the 
Director of Agriculture, Poona, which you lundly favoured him with, and I have perused it with interest 

The ten bales spared for him wore duly received by us and I was much struck with the quality of the 
cotton, its fairly long staple and its remarkable whiteness and punty In actual tnals, however, it has not 
quite come up to our expectations as we find it is not suited for a good strong 22s or 24s u rap The results 
of our tests side by side wath Lyallpur American and some of the best indigenous tjqies we are using, are 
tabulated in a letter I have addressed to the Professor of Agriculture, Punjab, ns per copy herewith 
enclosed which, I hope, will bo of interest to you * 

On ex imining a large sample taken out of a bale rather minutely, I find that though most of the staple 
IS a fairly long one, it does contain some very small percentage of a shorter and what looks like a more or less 
different typo of fibre I send per separate post two small samples “ A ” and “ B ” taken out of the same 
bale for your inspection “ A ” is the usual run of staple observable in this cotton, while “ B ” contains the 
smaller fibre w Inch I refer to The latter is certainly not deshi but it is shorter than, and somew hat different 
from the excellent type “ A ” Of course, the cotton being the produce of your own farm, them can be no 
intentional admixture whatever and I do not know how the difference can be accounted for, but it does seem 
to exist and, I am afraid, our poor results are perhaps to be attnbuted to this irregularity in staple 

Your cotton is saw ginned and as you are probably aware such types of gias are likely to cut the fibre, 
unless they ore set most accurately I am unable to say whether this is the case in the cotton we have 
received for it is very difficult to detect broken fibre to any appreciable extent Perhaps you hove already 
tried ordinary Platt’s Gins and may not have found any difference 

A^^EXUBE V 

Letter from Sir Bazonp Dadabhoy Mehta, to Mr TF Roberts, B Sc , I A S , Professor of Agriculture, 

Lyallpur dated 28lh April 1916 

I am obliged by your favour of 22nd instant Sind American was a remarkably clean cotton due, no 
doubt, to its being saw ginned , but such gins, unless most accurately set, are likely to cut the fibre This 
cotton seemed to me to be a particularly good one in staple, but here ogam there was some admixture of 
short fibre which lessens its value a good deal I enclose herewith copy of a letter I addressed to the Deputy 
Director of Agriculture in regard to our tnals with tins cotton, as I think you will be interested in same 
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As regards adraitUiro of (lain or short staple I hnoa it is a iiiu\ crsal practice , nil the same it is n most 
pernicious one and should, if possible, be discouraged cspcciallj Mith exotic growths like Amoncm winch the 
Agricultural Departments in some of the l>ro\inccs are so much at pirns to introduce I must exjilnin that 
mivin" of diffeiont types of cotton is a diilj routine in the mills hut ns a spinner I would much prefer to 
piiroliMo reliable and uniform tjpes of difTcrewt gindes and to mix them in the projiortions best suited to my 
requirements In this way I can mnl o mjself sure about thur exsit proportions in a particular mixing 
Tolcaio tins work to the r^ots at their sowing ojicritions or to the middltmoii at the ginning factories almost 
alw ays leads to fraud, ns it is not easj to dot ett the proportions of long and short staph , esjiecintK w hen these 
ire mixed at the gins Again such a practice iiecc«snnl\ imoUcs the mixing up of sceils which lends to a 
steady deterioration in the qiinhtj of the succeeding irops till the whole degenerates into pure thfhi This 
13 exnotlj what has happened in regard to local long staple cottons like llinganghnts omi famous throughout 
the world , and I am afraid, it would be the saint with Lxnllpur, seeing the extent to which ile’hi aircndx 
comes to be mixed therewith 

I think the principal aim in our oflorts to dcaclop American cotton would be to snppli tbe great need 
in India of long staple cottons for spinning good strong warps and wefts of medium counts lil c 21s, qOs and 
40s Even a small admixture of short fibre renders Ibc cotton iinsiiitcil for siub piirposfs and thus again the 
pnmarj object of its introduction is frustrated 

■With regard to our own purcbascs at La alljiur, oiir man bad strict inst ructions not to touch any hut pure 
Amonoans only Ho did his host in this direction, hut the fact remains that the lots he pnrehared caen at 
auctions contained some admixture The largo qiiantita of mixed cotton, which he bought was on behalf 
of one of the other mills managed hy Sfessrs Tala, &ons and Compana 


A^^r\cnr VI 

Letter from Sir JSn-oiiji Dndiihfioi/ Ifrlitd, to F Noi/cc, Fug , 1 C F , Fecrtiary lo ihi Inthan Cotton Cammiltft 

No 2iSlh, elaUd 14lh S>otemh(r 1017 

With reference to Professor Roherts’ suggestion dunng ma ra idt nee y esterdaa , it did not occur to me at 
the time to say that the railways mark ca era pael age of every consignment of cotton or other goo<ls with the 
initials of the despatching and rocciaing stations with also a progressive numlier of the consignment, for their 
own purposes of identification TTicso marks can, of course, bo obliterated, or earn tbe bagging « hanged, 
specially if it bo the top part of a halo which is marked os is wsnnlla the case 

Witli reference to 5Ir Henderson’s question regarding trade names of cotton, they are generally known 
by the names of places whence the cotton is marketed, as aou will see from the cutting cnelo'cd There are a 
few exceptions, such as * Compta,’ which comes from Dharwnr, Hnbh and places ndjaient, and * f'lmbodias ’ 
from Southern India " Bengals ” is only a trade name for all cotton from the Umted Proa inees, Bajputaim, 
etc The enclosed newspaper cutting gives the trade names in I lie Bonibaa Cotton Jlorkct 


ExciAiaonr 

Bomlaij Cotton Exchange Co Qiiofation? 

Market Quotations for Ready and Forward Delivery Contracts as fixed 
exchange 


(At 4 30 P M ) 


by the Rate Committee of the 


Growths 

Soporfine 

Pino 

Felly good 

Good 

Bengals M G 





Rsegsls M G 

314 

301 

201 


Scind Punjab M G 

310 

309 

299 


Do 





Khandoish M G 


355 

325 


Do 





Jalna M G G S 



352 


BarscoM G G S 



375 


Do 





Nandid M G (Good Staple) 



426 


Akola IChamgaum Karanja M Q 


SCO 

340 


Oomrawa'ee Descripljons M G 


104 

311 


Dhamangam Poolgaum M G 


309 

351 


Do 





YeotmalM G 

/ 


373 

358 


Do 






Delivery 


Ready 

Ready 

Ready 

Ready 

Ready 

Ready 

Readv 

Ready 

Ready 

Ready 
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Borribay Colton Exchange Co Quotations— eonti 


Growiths 

Nagporo Kampti M G 
Do 

Wardlia Hinganghat M G 
Do 

Broach M G 
Do 

Mathm M Q 
Do 

Blingall oto Bijapur M G 
Do 

Saw ginned Dhanvar 
Do 
Do 

TrVadUwan M G 
Do H G 

Westerns M G 
Do H G 

Compta M G 
Do 

Miraj M G 
Do 


Superfine 

Fine 

Fully good 

Good 

Deliver} 


383 

371 


Beady 


383 

371 


Beady 


409 

403 


Beady 


349 

339 


Beady 




395 

1 25 April 1017 


418 

403 


Beady 


408 

393 


Bendy 


The Official Quotations of the Exchange are (unless otherwise stated) “Jaitha Terms,” i c , inclusive of 
eight annas per bale of Muccadum allowance 
M G — Maeluiie ginned 
H G — Hand ginned 
G S — Good Staple 


Mr. SBIBAM STJBAJMAL, Chairman o! the Akola Cotton Market Committee 

Examinei) at Akola on Kovemder IOth, 1917 

No milten statement iias submitted by ibis witness 
{Translation ) 

4101 (Mr Wadia) In the market onlyfiao persons act, the buyer and seller, aralya or commission 
agent, broker and the wcighman These are tho five persons It is not compulsory for every seller to engage 
an aratya If he requires one ho should engage him, for which, according to our rules, he has to payaip to 
one per cent Ho can pay less by mutual agreement but cannot pay more If tho seller takes tho help of 
tho commission agent tho latter finds a biijer for tho cotton and settles tho-rato If lie docs not tal c tho 
help of tho commission agent, ho alu ays has to do it for himsolf Tlio commission agent settles tho rate and 
ai ranges delivery When deliver} is made, the commission agent collects tho pa} ment from tho bu} or and 
pn}s it over to the seller He must, aocoiding to tho contract between him and the seller, pay tho seller at 
once and collect from tho buyer These are tho functions of the aratya There are two other persons, the 
brol or and tho wcighman The broker, according to the present rules, receives fees both from tho buyer 
and the seller But here m Akola since the time tho system hao been in force , tho broker receives foes from 
tho bu}or alone In consequence, tho broker looks much more to the interests of the bu}er and tho aratya 
to tho interest of tho seller Although it is not compulsory to engage a commission agent {aratya), still 
all tho sellers engage one because he watches their intoicsts If there is any difficulty about rates, tho broker 
settles it Ho IS alw ays present at tho time of delivoiy H there is any hitch as to tho quality of the cotton 
or in regard to dampness, ho settles it between the parties These ate tho functions of tho broker 
Eormorly tho rate of brokerage was three annas per Vhoja of 280 lbs but since last year, it is four annas and 
SIX pics per bhoja of 302 lbs So practically it is tho same Therefore tho aratya is much more popular than 
the broker The brol ors aro also popular because when outsiders come, they do not know what s} stem 
prevails there and thoy have to take tho help of the brokers as they do not know much about tho place 
Tho duty of the woighman is simply to weigh tho lajas or tho ginned cotton He is paid by tho seller Ho 

VOb I? a 



42 


INDIAN COTTON COMMITTEE * 


Ccniral Proimces] 


Mr BaWam E GAiiair, 


i„.,,n„nn=,irr77iand'» of 781 lbs of Icapas or S/wjo of 392 lbs ofimt The cotton market belongs to 
IhrciramittM We get one anna per cart ^lapas and one nnna per bftoja of Imt mid tins goes to the 
market fund Besides n o reocn a Bs 50 from oveiy aralya, Ks 5 from oi cry n cigbman and Es 20 from 
hrnkor The monej is spent on ro-ds m tho cotton market area, on lightmg, danians, etc , and the 
at tho end of tho j oar goes to tho Mnmcipahty Tho land in whioh tho market is situated belongs to 
Government, handed ot or freo to tho Cotton Market Committee Tho land is given for use as a market and 
it mil roi ert to Goa oriiniont if tho market ceases to exist 

4102 Tho praotioo of dainpmg cotton has non stopped altogether as for as Akola is concerned 

4103 iVo do not publish the Bombay and Liverpool puces in tho market Tho publication of those 
nncesuouldnotboof much help here Here the commission agents or aratyas are all merchants and so 
there is much competition m tho market There are several bu3 ors and generally speaking tho rates are 
kiioun to tho bujers and sellers, and are not secret, so publication of prices uould not bo of much use 

4104 Tho rule is that no cotton should bo sold mtliin a mile of tho market If any cotton is sold in that 
area uo recover the ccss from tho seller whether he uses the market or not, booauso the jurisdiction of tho 
marl' ot is supposed to cover tho munioipal aica Ho could sell it outside municipal limits and then he would 
not bo charged All weighmen and brokers are licensed There are no unlioenscd brokers or weighmon 
Whoa tho cotton is taken to tho gin by tho buj cr and there weighed and a sample is drawn to tost tho 
qualitj if tho cotton is not up to the sample, an allowance is made Tho allowance is settled between tho 
commission agent and the biokor The former acts for the seller and the latter for tho buyer If there is no 
broker, tho bujer rnd tho commi'-sion agent settle it but tho seller has no voice in tho matter Tho reason 
IS that tho Bolloi is not competent to do so If he wore competent, he v\ ould not engage a comnnssion agent 
Tho buver and tho solloi u ould then settle themselves If tho buyer and seller do not come to terms, tho 
sollei roinov es his cart and goes to another buyer Tho allowance and rate are settled before tho cotton 
IS weighed Weighing means hero actual deliv cry The rllowanoo and rates are not settled late at night 
unless tho buyers and seller are friends or vvhero they can see that they can settle matters amicably Tho 
terms must bo settled before tho u oighment If tho cart camo late in tho night, then tho cotton would bo 
weighed tho nc\t daj' If tho seller lomoves tho cart from tho market, ho can then sell it };o anothei buyer 
It IS botfci for him to sell tho cotton through aralyas and brokers Brokers ore engaged only by tho 
biiv ors hero Tho sj stem of aralyas has prevailed for a long time The aralya pays money at once 
u hcreas tho brokoi may keep tho seller waiting Aratyas do not buy cotton for themselves They enter 
into a certain agioomont with the Cotton Market Gommittco and, according to that agreement, they must 
not buj cotton for thomsoh cs If any aralya bought cotton for himself and the fact camo to tho notice 
of tho cotton market coinmittoo, the Cotton Market Committee would take suitable stops An aralya can 
buy cotton but ho cannot buj cotton whiolrcomcstohimfor sale Homajbuy cotton from other aratyas 
When an (mi7y« Hants to got cotton for himself, ho can buy it from other nralyas Tho arnli/a receives a 
commission from tho seller and he cannot therefore act both as a commission agent and a buyer* If ho has 
to rcooivo tho commission from tho seller he must soU the cotton to somebody else Ho can buj himself from 
another aralya There is no ncee sity to engage a commission agent for tho buyer here Some of tbe buyers 
who do not send their representatives, however, engage commission agents These commission agents ore 
considered to ho buyers thomsolvos When aralyas who doal in cotton buy cotton for tbemselves, they con 
not look round and soeiiro tho host quality for themselves, booauso tho cotton is sold to the highest bidder 
When an aralya bujs cotton for himself, it is the licensed woighmanvvho weighs it There is no difforenco 
in tho system As to tho ohccl on tho work of tho woighmon it is possible that ho may bo bribed But m 
such cases uc can dismiss tho weighman at once Wo have got a clerk who aluavs cheeks tho u eights and 
inspects tho licenses of tho ucighmen Tho aralya is not bound to engage tbe same uoighman No in- 
stances ot bribery have occurred here If such things came to tho notice of tho committee, the Hoighman 
would bo at once dismissed 

4105 (3Ir Ilodglinson ) Tho buj or and tho seller settle tho price, they look at the sample and they 
pull tho sample out ot tho hag ns tho Committee saw this mommg They judge on that sample Sometimes 
staple cotton comes hoie for sale from tho Nizam’s Dominions, and in that case it is tested for staple Two 
j cars back there was no railway near Hmgoh and so staple cotton from there used to come here for sale As 
a rulo they do not test the staple When such cotton used to como, wo used to tost tho staple In British 
territory, there are certain paits whore staple cotton is produced and if that comes hero for sale and if it is to 
ho bought ns staple cotton, tho buyers look to the staple 

4100 As to tho otiior forms of adulteration besides damping, sometimes when tho last pickings of 
crops como there, these are poor in quality and are sometimes mixed with previous pickings There is no 
adulteration witli sand or soil except in a vorj few cases m which cultivators bring in hxpas for sale and 
put some soil in it But uhen it is detected, an allowance has to be made for it 

4107 (2Ir Jlohcrls ) There are no markets m small places Only whore there is a big quantity of 
cotton to be dealt with is there a market Tho distance irom vvhioh this market draws JLapas is about fifty 
miles Tho nearest markets to Akola aro Balapur (12 miles), Alvoto (28 miles) ond Bassin (40 miles) Tlioro 
IS no stem in tho cstahhshniont of these markets It is not nooossary that there should bo markets 
uhcfo there are gms There arc ginning factories outside Alvola but tlioy^ buy direct - There is agmning 
faclorj at Burgeon, which is ten miles from Akola, but not a market At j5edsi, fourteen miles from-Akola, 
there is also a ginning factory which buj-s diicct 


Sir BALWAMT R GADGIL, Secretary anfl Blnnager, Savatram Fill's Co , LW , Akola 
ExAirrsED at Akoea, NovEiinEB IGxn, 1917 
Tfrittcn slatcment 
I — AoniotTLTnRAii Exp^n'rp^cE 
(o) “ Dcshi ” sTiort staple cotton 

4108 (1) Expenonce I have boon living at Akola m Akola District for tho last 25 years I am not 

I 1 actual touch with the cultivators 
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4109 (2) Varieties —Goneriily there is only one kind of desht short stapled eotton winch is called 
jan Several names, however, are given to it after the names of villages in which it is grown 

4110 (6) Comparative returns —The proportion of the return of the dcslii short stapled cotton if 
compared with that of desJn long stapled one, is about three to two 

4111 (8) Uses of seed and seed selection — The cotton seed is used for feeding the cattle and for 
crushing oil in the local mills Most of the quantity is exported for the above purposes in the Punjab and 
some other places in India and for the crushing purposes to the continent The cultivators whoso financial 
positionis good select Inpns of good quahty at the timolof the second picking from their fields and gin it 
separately , and tho cotton seed produced from this ginmng is used for sowing purposes for their own fields 
and also for selling to their customers for tho same purpose Tho practice of using cotton seed of hand gin 
maclunes is being abobshed, partly because of the exorbitant rates of that kind of seed and partly 
because the cultivators have now reahzed that there is no appreciable diftcrcnce in the seeds from machine 
gins and hand gins 

(5) " Desht ” long staple cotton 

4112 (11) Varieties — There are two kinds of deslit long staple cotton — puJIaghal and ady/iat, though 
several names are given to them after the names of villages in which they are grown uji In fact, pnllaghal 
IS not grown in Akola District That kind of cotton comes in this market from other places, such as, 
Risod, Dhanki, Waduna, Marwan, etc All these towns and villages are situated in Ycotmal District 

^ 4113 (15) Condition afieotmg increase in area — I have been dcahng m cotton purebases for tho mills 
for the last thirteen years During the first eight years, I had no dificulty in getting sufficient dcs/ii long 
staple cotton for our mills Tho outside mills also wero buying boro freely Among tho above vanotics, 
specially the Dhanki cotton was fair in staple and also in class and used to come in big lots in Akola market 
But during the last four or five years, theio is great scarcity of this cotton Owing to this scarcity, I have 
to import such sort of cotton from outside stations) such as, Nander, Oman in Moglai and Pandbarkaw ada 
and Chanda in Berar Tho thing is tho cultivators have reahzed that the production of short staple cotton 
IS nearly fifty per cent more than that of long staple and besides the yield is eaihcr They are now taking 
cotton seed of short staple cotton from here for their sowing purposes Tho result is, owing to this scarcity, 1 
have to pay higher prices than before for tho staple cotton and still tho cotton is not of one and tho same 
kind, it is mived with a small proportion of short staple cotton In paying higher prices, my opimon is that 
tho mill owners are not losing They are getting proportionately higher rates foi higher counts Some throe 
or four years ago, tho difference in tho pnees of 10s and 20s was about one rupee while tho present difference 
18 about about rupees two and annas eight If the mill people continued to pay still higher pnees for tho long 
staple cotton, it will bo an inducement to the cultivators to sow cotton seed of long staple cotton For this 
inducement it is also necessary that tho Government must try (,for the selection of the cotton seed and see 
that only solootod cotton seed is sown This is the only chance of increasing the xiroduotion of staple 
cotton This experiment can bo tned only on places such ns Dhanki, Wadunv, Bisod and all tho villages 
in tho vioimty of tho above towns, because these places are favoured with proper site and climate to suit tho 
purpose Tho benefit of this, however, will bo available for Berar and Central Provinces mills only Tho 
Bombay mills cannot stand tho competition of these mills, they being close to this market If Government 
wero pleased to undertake this sort of experiments, they wnll not get full success, unless the oultiv ators are 
educated and their financial position is improved 

III — Statistioai. 

4114 (33 and 34) Improvement of cotton forecast and other statistical information — Tho present 
cotton forecasts and the cotton press returns are quite sufficient and I have nothing to suggest any 
imiirovemcnt therein except one, that the returns m case of latter should bo received from all the mill and 
press owners so as to have aoourato figures m tho end 

4115 (35) Fubhcatlon of Liverpool and Bombay pnees — ^Thc telegrams of the Bombay cotton 
market reports are icoeivcd hero by tho big merchants accordmg to the fluctuations These repoils aio of 
no use to tho cultivators and they have to depend for tho prices upon their aratgas As for tho reports of 
Liverpool market, it is not possible to got these telegrams direct m up oountiy markets, as it is very costly 
ffhis information is duly received by those concerned from their Bombay agents and there is no other possiolc 
way for it 


IV — MATroTACTTIEE 
(o) Qxnntng and pressing 

4116 (36) Type and number of gms and presses — I have got 60 gms and one cotton press 

4117 (37) Size of bale — The size of the cotton bale pressed m the factory is 60 mehes long, 20 mehes 
broad and 22 inches high 

4118 (38) Saw gms versus roller gms — The saw and double roller gms are successful with Indian cotton 
of long staple only 

4119 (40) Factory labour — ^I always experience great difficulty m securmg labour for gin and press 
and more so for cotton mill 

4120 (41) Condition of cotton — The raw cotton which reaches this market is mixed with loaves moie 
or less and this is due to bad pickmg by tho labourers m the fields and tho great anxiety of the cultivators 
to send their production to the market as early as possible to rcahze money 

(5) Spinning and weaving 

4121 (43) Connts''Bpua and market for yarn or cotton — ^I spin from numbers 6 to 26 and the prmcipal 
markets for our yarn are Purulia, Dhamtari, Sambalpur and Calcutta, and for cloth the Central Provinces 
and Berar 


Mr Balvam E Gadoil called and examined 

4122 {President ) Tho Comnutteo saw my mills this morning We do spinning, weavmg, ginning 
and pressmg We get staple cotton from Waduna, Omerkhod and Eisod in tho Ycotmal District Tho oot'on 

G 2 
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comes hero for sale as it is a big maikot This is ham but it is not so good as it was four years ago Pam 
also conics from the Nizam’s dominions Por rosemn wo pay Ks 2 to Ks 3 moio per Uiandi over oidmaiy 
lirt For ha 7 ii ive pay Es 10 more Four joars ago, wo used to get ham in abundanco and pay tho same 
nnoo for it ns for jan Now wo pay Es 10 more per ttamft for /opa« The present ffiamli is 784 lbs For 
uicrlv It was 500 lbs There is no bam in tho maikot this year As to tho counts that m o can spin from bam , 
horn pul laghat wo can spin up to 20a weft From Waduna and Nander wo can spin up to 24s n aip and 30s 
M oft From roseum n o can spm twist from IGs to 18s As mill owners, n o i\ ant to have more long stapled 
cotton It IS only the mills that nant long stapled cotton boro Eoseum is a good cotton for shoit coimts 
but it IS nhvays mixed by the cultivators They say that it is roseum, but puio roseum is not coming into tho 
m vrkot and nhon it comes in a small quantity it docs not fetch its proper price as tho buyers cannot got it 
sufficient!} It is only a few oultivatois who bring it in separate carts Tho other kinds of cotton that no 
get hero aio pri, adghal (pri and bam mixed, from glial side) and piMaghat, i c , bam Wo got them from 
Omerkhod, Eisod and Waduna Pure roseum is always difficult to got There is a lot of mixing going on 
still with jari because some of tho cultivators aro illiterate and do not knon its value So they do not bring 
It in separately and this is the reason why they do not get better rates for roseum 

4123 Wo buj iMpas in the market seeing only small quantity of fapas from carts Wo see the samples 
fiom two or throe carts and then give our offer to tho seller If ho prefers our rate, tho bargain is settled for 
the whole lot of carts The cart« aro sold through the aratyaa In other inaikets, these aralyas are called 
brokers When tho carts come into tho factory compound, wo again see the samples from each cart at th e 
time of woighmont If tho lapaa is inferior to average quality or if there is damping, no make some reduction 
in the rates offered in tho market In fact the prices that aro settled in tho factory yard are the true prices 
The prices offered in tho market aro not final because it is not possible to settle final prices there, there being 
no possibility of seeing tho whole stuff properl} Thirty nine maunds of lajxis give fourteen maimds, i c , 
one of 392 lbs of lint for oidinarj jan In offering tho price, if n o think that tho lint ivill ho less and 
that ne sli dl have to purolnso more lajuir than 39 maunds to got one Wio;o of lint then tho price of fapas 
will bo proportionately loss If it is mine, the price mil bo mereasod These things arc approximately 
estimated in the market 

4124 I cannot toll you tho difference betuoon roseum and pn Eoseum has a slightly bettor staple 
and better colour than Vtompri no can spm up to Ids and from roscMni uo can spin up to ISs 
tuist and the porcontago of loss in the blow room is less in the ease of roseum 


4125 I do not find that there is much damping of cotton in this market If there i», it is duo to rain 
falling on tho nay There is no deliberate watering of tho cotton coming in tho market Potty 
merchants somotimos damp It used to bo very common but is not now 

4126 {Mr Weehm) Wo buy our ham from Nander Some four j oars uo used to buy it In Akola as 

Dhanki cotton used to come hero Now a days, cultivators of Dhanid arc buj Ing cotton seed from Akola 
district puiposolj of short staple for their soiling purposes and so tho Dhanki cotton is turned into short 
staple Tho object of tho cultivators ill doing so is in their oiin interest, bcoauso tho production of 
shoit stapled cotton IS more than that of tho long stapled and besides tho yield m case of tho former is 
oarlioi Dhanki, Wadhuna, Omerkhod, these towns ate near to each other and tho climate is good for tho 
production of stapled cotton in groat quantity, provided tho cultivators make a point to use cotton seod 
of their oivn production for sowing purposes Thus there was scarcity of long stapled cotton and no h id 
to send oui men to Nander and Parbhani This cotton is loafy and so tho loss porcontago in blon room is 
more than that of Waduna and Omerkhod Wo pay a higher price and buy selected crops, so tho mixture 
m our purchases is less than average If there is any mixture, it is in tho field It is not especially " 
adulterated by merchants Wo buy niffstlj kapas becuaso wo have to prepare a closs and staple just 
according to our requirements ' 


4127 Wo gm oui oiioi lapas in our oini gins which we have to buy for tho purposes of our mills only and 
thoroforo wo do not take into consideration tho oxtia price that wo liai o to paj for better cotton Thcio 
aro some factories at Nander which are oivned by Manvaris and Parsis Tho ginning is very bad on Nandor 
Bide Tho seeds are crushed and not much attention is paid to ginning 

4128 I do not know what the present price of cotton is at Nander but last jear it was six and a half 
annas per pound of bam and wont up to seven annas The price of janheroat that tune was fixe annas 
There w as thus only a difference of one and a half or two annas por pound over Akola cotton It costs us 
about half an anna to bring cotton from Nander to Akola Last year I paid two annas por pound moio for 
Nandor cotton than I paid for pn cotton Practically wo paid Bs 100 por lhandi for Nander or other 
long stapled cotton than for pri cotton hero Tho difforonoo has inoroasod during tho last throe years 
By that the millbwnors aro not losers There is a big demand for long stapled cotton now It has increased 
for tho last two years and the diffeienoo m pnee between long and short stapled cotton has widened For 
wcai mg purposes we want long stajiled cotton, especially as the climate of Akola is dry and changeable 

4129 There is no market for our yarn in tins distnet We sell at Nagpur, Calcutta, Jharsuguda, 
Samhalpur, Purulia and Dhamtari The counts that ivo sell are from No 0 to No 22 At present tho 
biggest demand 13 for 14s to 14Js fiom Purulia and Dhamtari Two years ago, the biggest demand was for 
counts from 10s to 14s I thinl- that tho demand for finer counts is inoroasmg For our woax mg puiposes, 
w 0 use 20s Warp and 20s weft We always spin 203 warp IGs w arp will not bo profitable to us I know 
there are people who spin IGs but I do not loiow how the} make a profit out of it My experience is that 
tho lower tho count, the less the profit For long cloth wo use 20s warp 263 w eft Wo still sell long cloth 
m tho Central Proamoes We have been spinning the same counts alwajs Wo have got alimitod market 
Wo are not sondmg our cloth to Bombay whore tho system is quite different from hero If w o could get 
more long stapled cotton, we would like it It has been very diflioiilt for us to mako a sufficient stock for 
the last four years owing to shortage of long stapled cotton I am quite prepared to iiay a higher prioo 

or it if w 0 could get it. I cannot say exactly what higher price I should be willing to pay for it Tho 
present season has just commonood and I cannot give you tho figures Wo wore last yoai paymg actually 
s 10 more and wo were prepared to pay somctbmg more if the difforonoo in tho price of yam romamed 
0 same E tho price of long stapled cotton increases, the diffotcnoo in thnjiiioeof yarn will also 
nicicaso It has aotuaUy increased during the last two or three years Tho difference of price botwcon tho 
twoquahtiosof jarn,i..r,103and20swasBs I 4 0 Tho present difference is Es 2 10 0 for our yarn This 
is duo to tho high price of long stapled cotton ' 
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4130 (Mr Ilodglinson ) Iliad soino oxporionoo of Cambodia cotton at the outset When MOTvoro 
short of stock uo had to buy some cotton of that description fiom Bombay Of course price could not be 
taken into consideration u hen 11 e wanted to keep the null going and wo had to use Cambodia But as 
long ns wo can got cotton from Nnndci and locally, wo do not go Jo Bombay Wo used Cambodia to spin 
203 wnip Wo mixed it with cotton from Pnndhorkcvnda in Ycotmal and from Nander and it worked all 
right 

4131 Tho percentage of size that I put on my warp of 20s, depends on the texture of the cloth 
Sometimes w o ha\ o to put on six per cent , sometimes 16, 20, 26 up to 30 It depends on tho quality of 
clotlu When wo aro manulaoturing Ifiadics, that is very thick cloth, wo have to put forty per cent size on 
tho warp Wo have ne\er tried ICs warp Wo have been only spimiing 19s and 20s When wo spin 20s, the 
size gain lb nioro than m tho case of lOs or 18s warp That is the reason why wo want long stapled cotton, 
as it takes more size than tho short stapled As to tho question w hethor if w o got a slightly higher count 
sav 243 instead of 203 w nrp for iiuttuig on fifty per cent size, I should say no, as at tho same time wo must 
keep the texture of cloth, ns 24s w arp w ith same kinds of reeds and picliS w ill gii o thin texture and tho cloth 
w ill not bo approe cd of among tho users m the long run 

4132 (Mr Iiolicrto ) I haeo already said that I paid Its 10 more per otlwn lapas ollSi lbs 

last year This year wo have paid Rs 10 to Rs 12 more for bam lapas but according to tho present calcula 
tions, it wo take into considoaration last year’s rates, wo shall ha\o to pay Rs 16 more on tho basis of jan 
But this wall depend on tho quantity of ham cotton available and on tho question of tho supply and demand 
of tho stuff If tho nrru als are less, perhaps w o shall ha\ o to pay soinethmg more because w o must buy 
to keep tho mills going Tho staple of roscim is slightly bettor than pri Tho percentage of loss of roseum 
in tho blow room IS kss than that of jari lor tho last four years, wo ha\o found it very difficult to got 
long stapled cotton There is a gioat scarcity of long stapled cotton Before that wo used to got all tho 
cotton w'c loqiured in tho local market but now wo ha\o to send our own men to the different parts simply 
becausQ there is scarcity of long stapled cotton 

4133 Ihaachoardof Jlr Clouston’s Seed Unions but I had nothing to do with them Then object is 
to ensure a supply of pure roseum I do not got my roseum from Rai S vhob Ganoshdas Kundan Mai 
I buy from tho local market When tho oultnators bring in their carts, they say that this is roscwni but 
it IS not so good 03 on tho Goaernment Farms In spito of tho efforts of tho Acrioultural Depart 
luont, roseum does not oomo to tho market in the pure condition 


Tilr E. S SHROFF, Agent, Messrs Volkart Brothers’ Agency, Khamgaon 
■UsiwrxLD AT KnAMoaov, NoVEamcR 18in, 1017 
IVnlfen statement 
I — AoniotjLTonu. CxTEniEUbE 
(a) “ Deslii ” short staple cotton 

41 J4 (1) Exporioacc — I have been stationed tor over 22 years as cotton pmobasing Agent for Messrs 
Volkart Brothers, Bombayy in Khamgaon under Buldana district and in some of these years was deputed at 
the fag ends of tho Khamgaon seasons to Aligarh, Surat, Broach and Wadhwan for purchasing cotton I 
have been Manager in Khamgaon for 22 years of Volkart’s United Press Comp uiy , Limited, Press and Gm 
raetorics I was chairman for over fifteen years before 1014of the Khamgaon Cotton JIarkot Committee 
I liavo had opportunities of being in touch with cotton oultiv ators in BiUdana district 

4136 (2) Voriolios — Deshi short stapled cotton, familiarly known as jan is grown in Buldana distnot of 
two varieties 

(а) white flowered oallcd roseum 

(б) /lOierj, a general name 

4130 (3) Size of holdings — ^I have no aoourato knowledge os to the average size of holdmgs of culti 
vators They v ary from three or less to forty acres and more 

4137 (4) Yields and profits — Please refer for reply to tho statement below — 

Veshi short stapled cotton grown in Buldana district cotton area 722,290 acres 


Vanetics 

Porconlago 
of Area 
under cotton 

Ginning 
poroentago of 
hnt to seed 

Av orago 
yield of hnt 
per aero 

At present | 
prico worth 

Profits per aero 




lbs 

1 

Rs I 


1 lloseum 

22 

38 to 40 

200 

200 

Not knowmg tho ex 
ponses cannot esti 
mate tho profit per 
aero 

2 Jloion 

78 

34 to 30 

115 

72 

Not knowing the ox 
ponses cannot csti 
mate tho profit per 
aero 


4138 (5) Rotations and manures — ^Usually cotton cultivation one year is followed by jari or hajra 
cultivation tho following y car But owing to unprecedentedly high prices ruling in past two years, cotton 
IS sown consecutively without a break If the system of rotation of oiop is not observed and tho cotton 
IS conseeutively sown, it is affected by cotton wilt generally For manu'c house refuse and cattle and 
sheep dung is used generally 
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4130 (G) Comparativo returns — Plcaso refer to statement bclou ^ 

Returns otdcshi short and long slnpltd cotton, and of exotic long stapled cotton (under nortuul eondilionB 
of u either) compared — 


Vanetlca 

Ginning per 
ccnlago of 
lint to seed 

Av orago 
yield of hnt 
per aero 

At present 
price worth 

Dcslii short staple 


as 

Rs 

1 Roseum 

38 to 40 

200 

100 

2 Botart 

34 to 30 

14G 

72 

Long staple 




J Indigenous Sam 

28 to 30 

100 

GO 

2 Exotic Run 

33 to 35 

125 

75 


Ruiuiks 


llosetim —Highest j iclding bupcrfino claescd of soft feding cotton, gradually replacing other short stapled 
varieties Cannot resist Milt disease, spina 10 to 20 jarn 

Hown — Loner jiclding fine classed cotton Cannot resist Milt, spins ICs, to 20s jam 
Rant — Long stapled, lOMcst jielding, silkv, fully good class, be-fit tensioned cotton, cannot re'Sist Mjit 
spins 30s and obove Can take good qinntiU of siring 

Sun — Long stapled, better j iclding, fine classed, tensioned cotton, can spm 30s and above 
Tho entire district is coi ered bj dedn short stapled cotton excepting a fcM patches of hillj 
grounds nhero no other than tho upland Georgian tjpc can bo soun, 

4140 (8) Uses of seed nnd seed selection — Tho seed is used at home partlj for soiling and for cattle 
and IS exported to Iloinbo3 , ICatliiaivar nnd Punjab for cattle rcquircinciitB Care is being taken for selecting 
seeds for sowing Kapaa biij ers gcncrallv gin separately best ouUiinied J epos nnd sell tho liberated seeds to 
limits {oc SOM iiig at a higher price than of ordmatj seed Jcwnhis get ginned their best fopas intended 
for soourmg soiling seeds, and reservo n portion for their soiling purpose nnd sell tho rest to other 
cultivators for soiling There are centres opened under tho control of the Agricultural Dtpartment iilicro 
purest Toscum cotton seed is sold to 1 units Some limits hand gm their select lajtas for soiling teed 

4141 General — I should rcspcolfiiUv suggest that as long stapled cotton is n desideratum both for 
England and India, and is also m demand for Japan, its cultivation should be extended as much ns possible 
m a way that Mould prove profitable to the cultivator 

(2) As a long stapled cotton requires a full six months to bo matured nnd is tbereforo at tho nicrov of 
Weather for two months longer than required for short stapled cotton, mIucIi besides is converted into nioncj 
two montlis earlier than tho long stapled cotton nnd ns it also is low yielding, it is iiecessarj that o cross hot 
ween roseum, tho short stapled and highest \ leldmg kapas, and n long stapled lapaa bo established, so that n 
combmed result of n long stapled high j lelduig four months grow ing t jqio of cotton can bo brought about 
which may not bo affected by Milt and might find favour with tho oultivotors pcoumanlv 

(3) I should suggest an experimental crossing and breeding liotMccn n liigli yielding short stapled cotton 
like roacum, and a good yielding best stapled cotton Idio Cambodia from tbo fcoutb of India or any other from 
any place vv hero tho conditions of tain and temperature are similnr to that of Borar For this piirpoBo 
Agrioultiiral Chemists ore needed for different districts vv ho can cxpcnmontallv find out the right sort of manure 
contoinmg such component parts ns ore to bo found in tbo soil vvbero both the crossed types are growing 

(4) I should suggest for each taliif one expert Assistant Agricultural Inspector instead of ono in a iibolo 
district contammg six talula, who should have come out of Pusa or Poona Agricultural Colleges 


n.— CoMVtVRCIAL AsrECT 

4142 (30) Local trade customs — There are five central cotton markets m Buldaiia distnot to which 
oultivators carry then lapas in carts, winch they entrust to agents or registered araiyaa of tho cotton market 
who for a commission not exceeding one per cent (as fixed by tho market comnutfeo) sell the ready lapas 
and ginned ready cotton brought from gm factories in tbo interior, at highest rates to buyers, m the market. 
Tho arafyas furnish weiglung scales nnd weighers nnd give tho ddivencs of lapaa io tbo buy era m factories 
compounds by weighers m them service They collect tho proceeds from tho buyers nnd pay over to tho 
oultivators They lend money to oultiv ators for field work and domestic puiposes which they gradually recover 
With mtercst from proceeds of lapaa or cotton sold by them for tho oultivators There is no future buy mg 
of lapas and cotton Only ginned cotton is at times sold forward for eight or ton days delivery’ 

4143 (31) Standardization oi commercial names — All lapas and cotton coming to markets from 
Buldana distnot is colled Jioivn, and that from glial side winch has somewhat silky short stoplo is called ghat 
lapas or cotton These distmgmshmg names are appropriate and do not require to bo altered 

4144 (32) Buymg agencies — ^The present system is tho best form of buying agency All local buyers 
or exportmg firms agencies have proper arrangements for buymg 


in — StatktioAi. 

4145 (33) Improvement of cotton forecasts — I have had no opportimities of testing the correctness 
of forecasts of acreage pubbslied by the Agricultural Department but I am Under an impicssion that it is 
carefully prepared by a Revenue Inspector in each lalul of a distnot 
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(2) The cotton forecast m regard to the outturn of cotton la published in the Central Provinces Gazette 
and it might ho made more clear For instance, m regard to one district we read a remark “ cotton outturn 
equal to 80 American notation,” but the equivalent in lbs of 100 American notation arc not noted m it 
In regard to another district, the term notation is dropped and a remark made “ thirteen annas crop ” 
What wo requno is, bon manj bales of 400 lbs may bo estimated for the acreage of a particular district or 
laliif as we notice in American cables forecasts of American crops I should suggest that to ensure best 
possible acoiiraoj and to enlighten tho cultivatoisin matters agricultural, and to collect data, each lahiL 
of a district should baa o nn Assistant Inspector instead of one for the whole distnot 

4140 (34) Improvement of other statistieal Information — ^Tho return of cotton bales pressed in 
presses, ns published in tho Central Provinces Gazette, comes to hand two weeks alter the bales are pressed 
There is no room, however, for an improvement But tho return of arriaals in cotton markets of Berar fur 
nishcd by tho cotton markets to tho Diieotor of Agriculture and Industries and published in the Central 
Provinces Gazette furnishes figures of weekly and up to date total arrivals as under 

(1) Number of carts of lajias (in 4tli and Stli columns) 

(2) Number of carts of bhojaa giimcd (m Gth and 7tli columns) 

Persons in cotton trade can work out tlio quantity of lapas by multiplymg the number of carts by an 
average outturn qiiantitj, saj, 30 to 37 maunds (of 28 lbs ) per cart But the terms in Gth and 7th columns 
“ number of carta of ginned cotton hlio}as ” is meaningless It should bo altered to “ Number -of ginned 
bJioja'! ” A cart brings from one half to five bhojas and any attempt to discover tho number of bhojas from tho 
number of carts would bo in a am Abhaja ueighs ten to eleven maunds onau average, and tho number of 
bhojas might be multiplied bj ten or eleven maunds by nn inquirer to get nn idea of the quantitj of 
ami nls of ginned bhojas It Mould bo tho easiest thing for cotton markets to mention the “number of 
bhojas ” in their retii ns to the Agricultural Departments, because market duty is taken at one anna on 
cacti bhoja and not on each cart containing bhoja or bhojas 

4147 (35) Pablicailon of Liverpool and Bombay cotton prices — The bujerskeep in touch with tho 
Liverpool and Bombay cotton prices, but tho sellers in tho markets have nob that facility They would 
welcome tho puhhcalion of these quotations published in right time to bo of any use 


IV — MAMirACTOBE 
(a) Ginning and pressing 

4148 (36) Typo and number of gins and presses — ^Wc have a Hodgart’s press and finisher, others 
have tho “amo or Nasmvth type We have gin factories of Platt’s single roller gins Our gm faotoiy 
contains 47 gins 

4149 (37) Size of bale — Our factory and all factories press bales of 400 lbs gross 

4150 (38) Saw gins ucrAiM roller gms — I ha\o no exponenoo as to tho merits of saw gins But ^ 
understand that tho san gms aio used for iiimpta, a strong fibred iMpas and the fibre is a shade hurt by the 
saws but tile cotton comes out in Mliito moo layers Saw gms are suited to / umpta cotton and not to other 
dosoriptions Boiler gms arc suited to tho cotton of districts where they are used They don’t cut the fibre 
if correctly sot 

4151 (40) Factory labour — Wo evpenenoo greater dillicultics in obtaining factory labour Minch becomes 
scarcer and dearer every year 

4152 (41) Condition of cotton — The condition in which raw cotton reaches our factory is not objeo 
tionablc 

4153 (42) Effect of replacement of shortstaplo cotton by longstaplo — No change in themaohmery- 
of press or gin factory would bo necessary if any largo quantity of short stapled cotton is replaced by long 
stapled cotton 


V — Gentbai, 

, 4164 (4G) Attitude of buyers to unproved cottons —F/ioja buyers, tc, mill buyers would certainly 
see their advantage in encouraging tho groMa.li of long stapled cotton, because tho tendency now a days is to 
weave fine counts but their wish to cncourago tho groMth is hampered by their having to pay the duties on 
yam or counts spun in India Were it not for these duties, they would naturally like to give the cultivators 
a higher price than they Mould now Mish being saddled Math tho duties 

4155 (40) Effect of tenure of land — The land tenure in no May affects the extension of cultivation 
of cotton 

VI — ^InniOATioH 

415G (73) Deslii versus American cotton — Cultivators do prefer to cultivate des7it cotton to American 
cotton ns tlio former gives a higher yield per acre, and takes two months less in maturing and has to he ot 
tho mercy of tho weather for two months less Its proceed is realised two months earlier than for American 
cotton and at tho right time for paying Government revenue 


Mr E S Snnorp called and examined 

4157 (Frcsidcnf ) I have a very long connexion with this mafket extending over a period of 22 years 
At present there is only ono kind of cotton that comes into the market and that is jart, a short staple cotton 
There are now two varieties of this — ono is tho nowly introduced white flowered roseum, and the other is 
called Imon There is no long staple cotton to bo seen now in this market Bam used to come there in 
the old days It has not boon coming during recent years It is not now grown I can distinguish pure 
roscHin from ordinary ;ari We do got pure rosewn and pay a higher pneo for it over tho ordinary fan 
mixture The premium might amount to Ks 10 per/ fiandi of / npns hecause the seed is sold at a verry high 
rate and MO have to tqakoaq alloMancc lor that Tho other day I paid Rs 3 more per Wandt ot lapas for 
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rose«m which means Rs 8 more per m Bombay, but I got it back over the seed which fetched Rs 4 

over ordinary seed Soseum is softer to the feel than hown cotton and is also cleaner as it is free from leaves 
The staple is short We gin and press ourselves here Owing to w nr conditions, most of the cotton is now 

being sold in Bombay to the Bombay mills a^i it* , 

4168 I am a very old resident of this part of the Central Provinces and take some interest in its ngiicul 
tural development I have brought for inspection some samples of Cambodia cotton wliich I have grown 
in mv own compound this year This I ginned to day 1 do not think the soil is favourable to its growth 
I crew only a few plants just to see whether it could be grown The gmmng percentage is about 381 per cent 
It loses a little m colour when ginned, possibly on account of the heat I was surprised to notice this 
difference in colour I had it ginned in a Platt’s single roller gm I sowed it in October 1916, because it is 
sown in October m the south of India There were flowers on it m Apnl but they dropped and there was no 
fruit I allowed the plants to remain and in June there rvas ram and the plants improved greatly and gave 
such an abundant crop that it was a shght worth seeing I have sown it again as a ram crop in my field 
but it has not yet fruited It is in fair condition considering the bad weather this year I have no land 
of my own I experiment on the land belonging to my Company 

4159 I buy all my cotton in the cotton market I deal largely in lapas and not in’ginned cotton I 
buy from the local market I have some experience of cotton coming from Nander in Hyderabad It is a 
very long staple cotton It used to be pure ham but it is now being gradually mixed - 

4160 As to cotton forecasts, I consider that a good service is done by the Central Provinces Gazette 
in publishing the forecasts but they should he pubhshed in a way that people can understand them For 
instance, the last forecast of yield for tlie Akola district said that it was 80 American notation Ido not think 
that any body could easily understand this The forecast for the Buldana district was given m annas It 
IS diffioult to compare a forecast in American notation and one in annas I should like the Agricultural 
Department properly manned so that there should be one assistant in every (alul instead of one assistant for 
a whole district which contains as many as five or six tahiLs The yield should be expressed in an ctunvalent 
of bales of 400 Ihs so that one could get a commercial idea of w-hat may be expected 

4161 The press returns are complete because all cotton has to be pressed in some press and all the presses 
are sent post cards on which they send the returns of bales pressed in their presses and therefore there is no 
room for mistake I did not know that many presses do not send in any returns If that is the case, I should 


think that the returns ought to be made compulsory Possibly you do not got returns from some presses as 
they are not working I think that it would be a good tlung to make the submission of the returns com 
pulsory I have criticised the present weekly returns for the folloiving reason Every cotton market 
levies a tax of one anna per cart of lapas and also one anna per hlioja of ready cotton In the sixth column 
of the statement in the Central Provinces Gazetta, it is simply mentioned that so many carts arrived 
This has no meaning at all because a cart can carry hall a hho]a, two fifths of a hhoja and so on It should bo 
stated how many bhojas arnved as it is very easy to work out the total arnvals by the market receipts 
One rupee receipt would mean the arrival of sixteen bhojas 

4162 I think It would be to tbe Ittnbis ’ advantage to pubbsb the Bombay and Liverpool prices in the 
local markets All the brokers and arattjas do not got information from Bombay, only those persons who 


buy for Bombay t 

4163 (Mr Wadta ) I have not seen 6nni for the last five years but when I last saw it, I saw a sample of 
an excellent cotton as well as some which was called bam but which was not as it was mixed This mixture 


was probably done by middlemen The lunbts do not gin The middlemen buy lapas, gin it and sell it to 
exporters In order to get a profit and because they get short stapled cotton \erj cheap, they mix it with 
long staple cotton and foist it on the public as long staple cotton 

4164 As to the mixing of tbe local varieties of )art and pure roseum, the lunbts bring in the roscum 
separately but if they happen to have some mixture when they have some Tiown f lapas, they take things 
easily I gin howrt and roseum separately, but then again I mix roseum with hown in order to send it to 
Bombay after guimng Sometimes the lapas comes in mixed, hown and roseum and Ingrazi, a lapas wluob 
has black seed The mixing of lapas goes on in the Indian ginning faotones The cofton is mixed before 
ginning They do it sometimes on account of the qnabty They may have some very fine I apas and they 
may have, on the other hand, some bad ] apas and in order to make it a class they mix a small proportion of 
the bad lapas with the good and make it a class by itself I mix cotton after it has been ginned accurately 
m order to bring up tbe class of my cotton When lapas is mixed, it is not done accurately 

4165 The cultivators are very careful about seed The seed for sowing has a special name It is called 
btwat sirlt and a higher price is paid for it Sometimes, if a man is unscrupulous and he secs that the greater 
portion of the seed is roseum but that a httlo is mixed, he passes it all off ns resoum and the poor 1 unbi is 
deoen ed The Agricultural Department is doing a very good thing indeed in keeping seed pure The 
Iwibis are buying from them as well as in such places as they believe that they can get genuine seed 

4166 It does not necessarily follow that it would bo better to send the two classes of cotton separately 
to Bombay as both classes have tbe same staple and mixing gives the class that is wanted in Bombay Certain 
exporters press bales separately of fine class, superfine class, fully good class and good class and sell on the 
typos they send from hero to Bombay and moke up the pneo I am not aw are of the detoils of my principals’ 
business They make type samples in Bombay and send me instructions as to what I am to do When they 
receive cotton, they consider whether it is up to the samples and inform me accordingly If I got superfine 
cotton, I try to mix a small proportion, say two to three per cent , of inferior cotton with it so ns to give the 
whole a good class 

4167 Kapas called Ingrazi cornea in occasionally I thinlc it is a type of American Upland Geoigian w Inch 
came in some five hundred years ago and has assumed its present form Bun is a different variety of Upland 
Georgian Bun is a hotter cotton than Ingrazi but it is not now seen in our market it used to bo seven or 
eight years ago None is now grown in this district Bam is n long staple cotton which takes six months to 
grow People do not care to grow any cotton that is exposed to the mercy of the w eather for another two 
months If a higher price was paid proportionately to compensate for the disadvantages, the cultivator would 
cortainlj grow long staple cotton but the proportion is never paid If roseum were sold at four annas per 
pound 01 say at Rs 200 per / Imndi and bam at about Bs 300 or Rs 320, the people w ould jump at the latter 
but that has never been the case and the utmost that they pay is only Rs 16 toRs 20 per l/irindi more 
than for jan I have bought bam many a timo and I did not get more than Rs 10 extra for it in Bombay 
I was not nware that the price of Khnmgaon Akola to day is Rs 450, and that of Broach Rs 480 whilst the 
quotation for Nizam’s territory pure banns Rs 590 but if there is such a big difference as that, I should think 
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tlmt It would pa\ tlio cultuntoi to prow tlio long staple If puio lam felcl os such a liigh pneo as that, I 
ilo not Hunk there u oulcl be anj mixture in the ginning factor j I ccaii'^c when a man pays such a high price for 
ham, horvould not caro to mi\ it ruth lowtm or any -hoit staple cotton I hare seen Porhhani cotton I 
opened our agciioj there That cotton iwcd to he rerj good some years ago hut then it rras mixed ruth 
Tains and the cotton is getting rrorsc and rrorse evtis year 1 do not see any remedy to stop mixing I 
rvould not suggest legislation to stop mixing heeaiiso it rr ould interfere ruth the liherf v of the subject Wlir 
should Gorcri mcnl tal osomueh trouble bn behalf of the people rr ho u ant long staple cotton, r e , on behalf 
of one section of the population ns against another ? People must pav for rvhat tl ey rrrnt If Ihcr pay foi 
It, there mil be msnr people rrho mil 1 e quite ready to giro them the stuff they rrant but I do not tliinl 
it rvould be fair for Govriniiient to legislate The question rras thrashed out many years ago and I tbinl 
the Government did light in rescinding their legislation The cultiralors mil produce pure lam cotton if 
they an paid foi if 

‘lies I hare rrnltcn a letter, dated the 22nd October 1012, to the Commissioner of the Berar Division 
rcgerdinp tbo damping of cotton rr Inch I rush to put in as eridencc (Annexuro) I think that there is an 
idea that too miu h damping is done Tlio damping here is about one per cent This mal cs no difference 
and there IS no fraud in it I admit that there arcotliersuhodampr cry hear ily , and palpably hutthis small 
moistening docs no harm On the contrary, it does good The buyer hero must compete commercially 
Ilo buys for profit and if others do it, he has to do, ofhcrrusc he nould bo dnr en out of the market If the 
dnnipiiigismore than one per cent, it IS bad If cotton is alloricd to remain m the godorv ns during the 
monsoon season at the end of the monsoon, you mil find it eight to ten per cent hear ler than before 
The cotton IS the one thing in the rrorld rrhicli suclsup moisiirc rcry' readily' rrhenevcritgets a chance of 
doing so Prcii it rre send our hales quite dry in the cold rreathci from here, they' rrould still lose in rveight 
by the time they reached Bombay but in tbo hot season, they gain in rrcight There must be something in 
the atmosphere r-liich brings about this change Nothing suggests itself to me as a remedy for er ils like 
these If there rr ere legislation to prerent damping. It rrould be fair to all business people alike In Simla 
pur in the Deccan and other places, there is ram in the cotton season and you cannot stop the cotton being 
damp I bought some /(ipns in Aligarh for a ferr months and I had to expose it to the sun for days to get 
it dry and to pick out the y cllorr stained stuff ns it rras picked early inthc morning Would the legislation 
proposed remedy all thc=e things entirely ? T here is no objection ns far ns I can see to legislation instituting 
a testing house 

“1160 I liar 0 already advocated that all ginning and pressing factoncs should be compelled by Icgisla 
tion to submit their returns Borrerniayhcgiycutolhe ningistrato of the district or the tshsildar or the 
cotton market committees or a section might be introduced in the Pactoncs Act to ensure the submission of 
correct returns but, ns regards licensing gin", you might as well introduco hccn«cs for mills or other 
factoncs I ehoulil certainly object to the introduction of a licensing system under rr Inch if a man 
damped heayily Ids rrorking heenso vould ho rrithdrnrrn A merchant is not an ordinary man to ho licensed 
to do his hiisincss honestly 

1170 ^ty idea in regard to crosses, y\ inch is that of a practical man and not of an expert is this TI o 
defect in tho lam lajMi is that it has a ycry loyy ginmng percentage, about 20 per cent, yrliile tlio ginning 
percentage of Cambodia / npn s is about 30 to 37 per cent Then again rosemn has a good ginmng pcrccntago 
but a short staple and as Cambodia is the heat staple cotton found in India, a cro's hetrycen them, if it rrere 
possible, would he a good thing Tho Cambodia rrhicli I hay e produced has been yratered from a yrell It 
rras grorrn under irrigation from October to April , tlicrcnflcr it got only ram rvatcr I hare also planted it 
under ram rr atcr in Juno and it has done rvcll rntli no irngalion at all I think tho long staple cotton requires 
SIX months to grorr and tlmt is the greatest drarrhack to long staple cotton jRomnn being cotton of foui 
months’ growth and Cambodia of six months, it is possible that a combination might he made rrhicli would 
result in a better cotton mtli a shorter period of grorring 

•1171 1 hare stated in niv rrntten or idonco that tho arntyos lend moncr to tho cultiyators The interest 
they charge for this is about Be 1 per month, soractiines perhaps more Tho highest that they oharge is about 
Rs 1 8 per month or eighteen per cent per annum 

4172 The staltmciit in paragraph 41G0 of my yrritten eyidtnee that tho fibre of cotton is cut by sayr gins 
IS not based on personal experience, and I should hi e to cancel it 

4173 (Jfr llodgUntnn) I did not change the gr d oj the gin to gin tho Cambodia cotton I hay o produced 
Thtro IB a dilTcrcnco in the colour of the /npnr and the ginned cotton, hut I do not think that it is duo to 
tho crushing of reed On account of the untimely ram m October ai d Noy ember, tlicro has been this dis 
colouration Tlio grid is generally altered to suit big cotton seed Rpsro grids are kept This cotton rrould 
not be cleaner if it were ginned r illi a rrider grd At (he hcgmnmg of tho season, rre use the w’der giid 
hut at the end of the season when tho la^as becomes rcry iiifciior, rre have to put m tho narrower grid 
Two Fives of grids are quite sufficient 

4174 As to whcllier tlicro is anv adulteration besdes damping, I do not call damping adulteration 
There is, however, a form of adulteration winch I mil explain to you Tho day before yesterday, I saw trvo 
wagons of lafan coming from Jnlgeon, Irliandcsh They weio stocked m a ginning factory ns a mnttei of 
farour and were carted again the next day to tho Klinmgaon cotton market and koright by certain merchants 
who were tempted by a couple of rupees less into and were icsold again in thoKliamgnon market as Klinmgaon 
cotton Tlio difference helween Kliandcsli and Klinmgaon cotton is nearly Rs 2C If y ou calRthat adult 
alien, tlicro is certainly adulteration to a great extent There is no adulteration yyitlisaiid or dirt but 
there used to ho when hand ginned cotton enmo into our market Now a days hand ginned cotton is a 
neghgihlo quantity 

417C {Mr Henderson ) Whatever rosewn cotton I get I gin separately and sell (ho seed I sell about 
tlirco thousand hags of rosemn seed, at a premium of Rs 3, 4 or 0 over Jcs/ii I sold ycslerday rostum seed 
for sow mg nt Rs 20 and ordinary seed I sold at Rs 21 Jlosevmeeed is dearer tins year because tho lunli 
says that there has been untimely rain and tho lapas is bad and ho is anxious to got supplies of good seed 
for next year Tho quantity of pure rosemn winch comes into tho market is not very large I should say 
it IS only about fifteen per cent It does not contain any admixture at all unless tho I nnli has been 
dccoiycd yyhen buying seed as roscum yvliicU is not rosciim I can tell tho difference hctyycen the seed of 
pure roscum and of rostum mixed with han't by tho shape of (ho seed and m other ways Boseum has about 
nine or ten seeds and /ioii7» BIX or seytn I should think that tho cultivators do not find any difficulty m 
getting pure seed now that central farms had been cstahlishcd Certain cultivators do not like to sow rectum 
on account of its being liable to yy ilt There is a small proportion of Upland American m ordinary jari It is 
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, 1 ,nnt nffccntot^Ncrtvpcrc-'nt If the culln-itorfl mint lo got pure wed, thei lnom mherotogo Tlicrcnion 

ftThe™ung in 6’^°" J®''' 

The ire<,iti‘.ficdmith^ hatthe^ Imc heen groming ind thci do not Ido to clnngc Thej dp vcr^ 
eon aMlue 'Jlci crom it 1 rcur-' lliej Id c it mid not licciuse tlioi cinnot get pure seed 

117G linn Ini dnippeiicd in Benr It Ins disippcartd hceiino is I liaie sod, it is a six months’ 
(rep 1 herns icmiw i’ i font moldin’ crop Pmii n therefoic o\poscd to the I'cissitudcs of tho stuon foi 
(no n ontln lonccr thin the other nricti ind the monoi foi losam is rcihred tmo iiiontiis piiheriint it the 
t 1110 mhtn (he fmvcimnciit n'srs-ment fills dtip Bmi is not nnich in fiioiir now that lo^evm his conio in 
lix ei Ins the s inic period of grow tii is hmn, ? r , si\ monllis or perlnps more Tho grow ing peuod of Upland 
CcorDi n r ii ore thin four month" , it puts in in ippcinnce a month after the ordinary dctln lapas comes m 
j'tliink there is> a demand for Ingraft seed is there pro some sods which do not grow int other Ingrazi 
cotton Ins a longci pciiod of growth thin desfit Iwoidcl not fiiour tho introduction of i good Ingiazi seed 
to meet tint dciiiniid is the outturn will ho poor 

1177 (j'fr Ilolnie ) The seed tint I sell is not pissed b\ the Agr cidtuiil Depirtmcnt I fake tho res 
pniisihilitj m\ self 11 o Imj the loccum in the mirket and must find 1 purohisei for it at the higher rite and 
we therefore 1 rep it scp-'r-'leh IVe woik mdependenth of tho Agricultural Uepirlment The figures is- 
to tho Mtld of htmri "nd rosciim tint I hive quoted in iiiv WTiltcn eridcnoe ire bised on what I hend when 
I w IS 111 .11 oil from agricultiiril gentlemen, possihlj Mr Dube 

1178 I ha\c iheidt suggested tint the crop returns should show the number of hlio}as and not the 
cirls but it IS the ciso tint coltm is sold iii certiin pi ices whero there are no markets As to how returns of 
Ihojns ‘hould bo nbti ned whero tl tie is no cotton miikct, the insi ci is (hit w line there is no cotton market, 
(he cotton tomes in (he shqu of lajn.” In Ii.lniiig->on bJio)as come from phccs where there arc gins and 
m ordei to hue m ulii is to tho quintitr actuall\ irriting it Khimgion the number of blto)'is should be 
Ititcd '\iort lecuiatc mformat on could be got fiom the ictum of tho picsscd bales 

-ino (dfi II rdia ) We stamp the sides of the b-'lcs ns well is the top Eieiybodv stamps on tho sides 
jow Tho owiiri s name is also ‘■tmipcd 

1180 I should Id c to sat something about manure which I ha\c not mentioned m mj note Itisbclieicd 
that, mans j cars ago, tho sod of India w as more fniilful than it is now Tho people w ere allow cd to ha\ e free 
areess to tlic foitstl to got wood for burning ns fuel and therefmo more coi dung waa itaihblc for manure 
mite''d of being used lb fuel Bones wcie not orporlcd so largely and were not drained out of India as 
tho\ arc noi Now that tho fonsts arc closed and cow dung is in request for fuel, there is nothing to lake 
Its place Iho hones of the oaltle that die iro all c\porlcd If Icgihlation is oallod foi foi pioteoting tiado 
Did for pioleol ng industries then thtio is a aciy strong icason foi legislation to protect the lunhtt in the 
war that mamiro may bo icseia edit home The manure question should be taken up and 'bones should to a 
teilain o\tfnt he allowed to leiiiam in tho places where thoj arc icquired To go on furtlior, Goiemmeiit 
might on behalf of tho agriculturists coiistruot some bone crushing mdls and only make a nominal chaige 
or guo tho manure to tho /iiiibis grits Tho cost would bo returned to tho Government ninnj times oaci 
In the good that the manuio would do to tho sod £>omethmg should ho done m tlio shape of a 
prolectno dutt on oaports Government should help Iho Linihi is they do tho planters and other bodies 
l\In not help the iMiltsl Because thet have no voce Tho Imiha will use the enrhed bone meal 
veil roadili I do not think that thoj would hate aiij caste objection 


At >.r\iuiir 

1 ihnct ji(V' tl lellti athhroicd lij Mr P iS’ f-hitff Agtnl il/c'sis VcVwl BrctJirrs' Agency, Kliamgaon, to 
the Commissioner of Bciai dated d^iid jdoicmTjer 1912 

Damping cotton — Damping cotton m a moderate degree is not onl\ necessary m order to safeguard the 
jiif'smg machiiieit, but such moderate dnnii>iiig ceilainU nbo impiovcs tho qiialitj of tho cotton to the ad 
It ntage oj the coi stimcr at home, inasnuich as tliiou; h damp ng the cotton, it cerlamlj gets sill ler and longer 
111 staple, so tl at tho consiinici can make use of it for a much hoKci qiinhtj of tarn, than ho would be able 
to, if the cotton wort not damped at all On (he othci hind, 1 admit that damping is taken rceonrsoto in 
t icrg fxceisnt war b\ some incrclmnts, ncitius clnefli/, not onlj with a aie\ to improve the quality of tho 
•otton, but also m order to mcreaso it , \ i iglu, tlint tbercfoio damping sboiild not be interfered w ith olTionlli , 
us long as it is done modcratch but llmt (here ib no doiibl that it would bo \cry desirable, indeed, to put 
a stop to cjCf'Jiie daiiipiiig but I icahro that it is veiy ditlicull foi tho Gov emment to cvorciso a control over 
the point when the hue should be drav n 

1 si onld submit tint the remarks parsed bj Mr Arno Sclimult arc too seiv ere, oven with oveessivo damp 
mr The ceinsimui at iionic i» hardh a suffcicr cotton lo-es 'moiStiue alwavs as readily as its takes it 
up and a cotton is gcncrallv sold on b is's of the weight found on delivery at the point of destination, tlieie 
ii ample time hclwccii despatch from up ccuntrv and vnival of tho goods at port of destination, for the contents 
of monltue m the bale to adjust itself It s chicilj (be biivcr in Bomba j who is tho losci, because he pajs 
i< r more weight than lie will cvtntualh land at home Expericiico has shown that cotton damped in India 
ulwavs loseMumc 01 Ics and'ornctmu verv hcivilj m weight between the shipping date from India and tho 
date of di liven at port of destmition 


*Mr GHuIiAM YASIN KEAN, Chairman of the Cotton Market Committee, Khamgaon. 

Tv van td \t Kiumovon, NovTvrerP 17 tii, 1917 
j\oimlttii datemrni itvs submitted by tins witness 

41S1 (Ur llolin ) I im Chaiiiiian oftht Cotton Market f'oinnnttce If there is any fricticn between 
ruvir-e’id ilkr' the koiiiinittci '•ittlcsi' then and (litre rftcr listening to the complaint'- The Committ''® 
I tiis i i w lehim 11* in the v ard , and "1 o sees tliat no '-’uipifK; fponi carts from which no purchaso 

1 uml r-iin thrt tlure r no uni’iihand dtalmg The v cichnuu time arc private 'crv ant of the oroiyas and 
n c net indi ff ndciith lici nw d Me h ive no iietUicdbrokcrs J he nraii/of have to pav a fee of Rs 37 8 0 
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pel annum to llio M-iktfc Committeo No fce^ uo chai^od for weigliment Tlio aiatyas pij two annas noi 
cart from the moomt they got tiom the f unhib The atalyas get a commission of one pti emt jilw einonsos 
Miiich nniouut to ■xbout sovcii aiinab pei cait i’he aratya ha^ to pioMtlt. hands foi unloidiiig and ’wejghin a 
and Ins aKo to tho ono anna cottou lun^vct foe per tait The evatyas do not get t nv commission trom 
tho bujcio riiov uo oulj illo\\Gd \ coiuim'^ ion hom tho oolltis The urctiya is not ailo \cd to bu\ cottmi 
for tho .e lie ot \\ hich ho actb as agout Somotiuio:>\\hon Ihobnjcisgettologr'iius about the dealings of Lomh''^ 
market, tlic^ xoduco tho latos At si eh tiinos (uutyti^ 'c \t a dujnd\uut gc biiX gonciall^ thoio lo uo dith 
culty ibout sottlmg puces The soil i has uo ^ oicc, as tho atatya icpiosento him and it la tho lattoi J bu^mo-is 
to look to tho interests of the ooUci'j I would f uour the npponitmenl of arbiti itois I'hat i\ould bo f'lr 
bottci Soiuetimos bujois iuucT:iOuablj, refuso to take deU\try ind m such oi os arbitiatiou would benefit 
tho seller I would afipoint a^ arbit'atou uuv fc\ o poi">on3 on tho bu\oi’s sido ind au> two poi ou^ on tlio 
sollci s sido and both tho biijror and solloi liould bo picamit at th^ aibitration i’ho-jL. aibiti itoi« should lie 
indopondent Thej shoidd ha\o no coacoiu w ith tho tian-saotiou Wiighmcut uo oaiiicd out f iul_y jSo 
doduotion^ a’*o made Unf lu woighiuoufc i not given, bccau:>o llio aratya i^s lo ponsiblo tor tho nii-st xkc ot 
theucighmin feo it ls hi^ busmosa to chock the woigliui ui it ho is caught bj the bu>ti then ho isiospon 
siblc foi ill-) uoghgoncL I'he w oighin in cannot bo bi ibod as the w oiglimg is done m tho pio-t nc^ oi both thn 
solid and tuc b\ij oi The w eighmau h Iho boiv lut of the caatya so he c luuot ‘'how any fav out to tin bn^ oi > 
Sonietinio-) deductions arc nia lo ow ing to tho d impnoas of tho cottou i'no aiutya soUt s llu i vio w itn tho 
bu\ci Xho aratya pa^t, the soUois it ouco wliuthoi lu his rooovcicd fioui tho bujoi oi not Ho pa^s iro n 
his own cash and then gets hack tho mo u^y from tU^^ biivoi bone of tlu aiafyav id\ not. mmn^ lo t!io 
oultiv itoi and "^omo do not 1 bivo no cYpo^ionoe ol whit mtoroA thej ch ugc TlioUidi lam wxamltjit 
m>wolf, 1 have iiovci iont moiio^ to ouUn dura 


m.— Burma 

Messrs FINLAY, FLEMING & Co , Managing Agents, the Burma Cotton Co , Ltd. 

Teesi wm esjEo m ere sot or ieli e\ lui , i o 
Wiitlen slalcm‘’iit 
I — AaiaouLiCKi vl L\PLrn:KOB 
(a) “ Dcshi ” short s'aple cotton 

1182 (1) Espericnoe — Wo liaao ci.poii(,noo of tlio diy zouj m Uppei Bunaa foi tliiiteon searo 

4183 (2) Varieties — ^The \an 0 l 3 grown is wlia* is gtii' wllv known “ Rangoon-, 

4184 (3) Size ol lioldiags — Tlio plots aio small, as a rule ono to h\e lores .U1 of the holding i£ not 
fallow IS goner 'Uj imdei cotton 

4185 (4) Yields and profits — Tho jiokls vaiy, gicitlj, luuumg from 50 to 120 \ws of lapis pei acre 

4186 (5) Rotations and manures — Ocoastoinllj millet is plmted othen\i.so fallowed No manures 
iro used 

4187 (7) Conditions affecting increase in area — Tho area fluctuates considerably according to piioo 
obtamed during thoinoviovis scisjii ind inoidenoo of rim at timo 01 iilantmg Quen high enougn piioes, 
tho area o'n be iiioreascd conaidorably Ramfali and probable bettci rotmn from ooreal ciops uo the chief 
factor» m limiting moreosc 

4188 (8) Uses o£ seed and seed selection — Seed not leqmrcd for cultnatiou is oriished by tho 
European ginning compames who havo special crushing mills ihcio is veiy' little soed selection piactisod 
Tho big gurnets ire vlwavs w illmg lo gm spec ally and ictum tho seed to culliv itois but the lapas has, as a 
ride, got into tho hands of ni'ddlcinou before it reaches the ginnors iiio middlemen water fioely with the 
result of d imaged fa,.pd Gi\ eii i low lei cl of prices tor / apas, a coitain unount is h uid gmne 1 toi seed ilio 
Agridultuial Depaitaicnt arc altoraptmg seed solcolion but cumot get ahead foi want ot funds 

4189 (0) General cconoiruc conditions — Wo eonsidci that w lulo it is improb ihle that a long stapled 
cotton ooidd bo grow 11 suoocsAuUy in Uppei Burma on account of tbe general pooi nature ot the soil, and 
unoeitainty of tho rainfall, a gre it deal could bo done to impioi 0 tho mdigonoub cotton by tho Oot iblishment 
of seed farms Tho AgnouIUual Department aro wo understand doing all they' can but as mentioned aboio 
without funds, thoir task is hopeless Wowoulddso suggest tho faimmg by tho Agiioidtmal Dopaitment 
of tlireo or foui holdings of siy fiio lores each in uomo ot tho largest cotton giovimg distiiots Tho land 
should m no way ho specially selected mil tho suno plots should not bo kept poiunnently Conditions 
should mako 110 1 idieal ohaugo fiom cultivators piesont inolhods but give actual proof that by piopei 
ploughing, some manuring (not ospensive is tho oullivatoi cannot as a ride iflord this), selection of seed, 
weeding, etc, a very much moieased outtuui cm bo obtauicd Tins should at tho same time automatically 
improve the stand ud of the cotton oblaned icsulting m a highei basis of price to every holy oono^in.d 

(c) E colic cotton 

4190 General — Experiments weio made by ui with various Ameaoan and Egyptian v irnt Co is field 
ciops and woio unifoimly a fuluro 

11 — CooIMEBCXAI, ASPECT 

4191 (30) Local trade customs — ^Tlio culUvatoi m Upper Burma in the cotton distucts is as a luio 
i small holdei with little 01 no moans Two good crops 111 thico years aie consideiod oxoeptioiul Ho is 
thus a pool man and as a rule has to 1 nso money on a pait at any late ot his crop befoic it comes to maturity 
This brings m tho jungle tiader, a smdl man with a littlo cipil d Aflci him wo got tho big trader or speou 

'latoE-vvho, as a lodo, docs not operate to any 0 ^tent until tlio lapas is actually m godown Gmnoi-s in turn employ 
brokers to whom eonsiderablo adi anoea have to bo made in oidoi to got supplies from one of the aboi e named 
sources 
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III — Statistical 

4102 (33) Improvement oJ cotton Soreonst — Tho cotton forecast for Burma, so far ns outturn js 
oonoerucd, is generaUj very far out Tnia ls probably caused by tbo Urge variation m outturn per aero and the 
difficulty in gaui'im' effects of uoatlio^ until tho crop is actually marketed and a ginning outturn obtained 


IV — Manofactdue 
(a) Qmmng and 'pressing 

4193 (3B) Type aid number ol gns and presses —We liaac Platt’s gins— 60 at Mjingjan, 40 at 
MMuniu total 100, also a Henr^ Berry hydraulic press 

4194 (37) Size of bale —74 Cubic feet is the size of tho bale produced by our factory 

4195 (38) Saw gms mrsus rollers gins — Wo tiled a sau gin but it did not compare v itli idler gins 

4196 (40) Factory labour — ^Until recently labour has been plentiful but on account of the past few 
\ oars of good crops and liigli prices, it is becoming mcreas aigly difficult to obtain 

4197 (41) Condition of cotton — Tfapas is uatered and mixed but the only lomody avoiild seem to 
lie in girmcra hands Conoorted action to make it uniomunoiatii o foi the supplieis to adulterate should 
soon step this but, under present conditions, this is impossible 


Messrs JAMAL’S COTTON AND PRODUCE CO., LTD., Rangoon 

Thise Witnesses wekl not 0E.aLi. examined 
WriUcn statement 
I — AaRiCDLTDBAL Expemencl 
( a) “ Dcshi ” shall staple cotton 

4198 (I) Experience — Tho company ou ns cotton ginneries at Myingyan m tho Mdktila Division and 
at AUanmjo in tho Thayetmjo D.iis on of Burma Our representatives at tho ginneries are m actual touch 
with the cotton oiiltiv ators 

4199 (2) Varieties — Tho variety of cotton gioiin inMymgyau district is known locally as iva gale 
md that ui the Allanmyo district as wi ggt 

4200 (8) Size of holdings — Holdings m which cotton is groi n vary greatly m size but are mostly small, 
the av erage being probably only a few acres 

4201 (4) Yields and profits — The average yueld of law cotton poi acre is lound 300 lb Wo aio unable 
to s ly any thing regaidmg the profits per acre obtamed by the cultivator 

4202 (5) Rotations and manures — Manures are not usually applied In My mgvan d strict, cotton 
ijipears to be cultuated without any regard to rotation whereas m tho Tliay'etmyo distxiot wo miderstand 
most of tile cotton is giown on tomporaiy olearmgs worked for a smgle year only 

4203 (6) Comparative returns — The tw o a aneties of Burma cotton, viz , wa gyi and iixi gale are 
both short staple Exotic cottons have been experimented with but without success 

4201 (7) Conditions affecting increase in area — Tho area under cultivation of cotton m Burma 
1 arms considerably y car by y eai, the pnncipal detormmmg factor being the prices obtamed by' tho cultivator 
for hw cotton If cotton puces rule high in one season, the cultivator usually mcreases his area under culti 
vat on for tlio following season and vice versa There is a possibility of the area under cultivation of short 
staple cotton m Bmuia incieasmg The oliief factor which would limit the moreaso m cultivation is price 
obt lined foi tlio raw cotton as compared vwtli other ciops which could be grown on tho same ground Tho 
aiea in Burma suitable for glow mg cotton is limited but undoubtedly a considerable uicrease in tho area 
at present imder cultivation could be offeoled 

4205 (8) Uses of seed aud seed selection — ^The pimcipal uses to which cotton seed is put arc — 

(a) Powmg 

(i) Crushmg for the expression of od and manufaotuie of oalio 

(c) Export 

Id) Cattle feeding 

fcoed ssleotiou (foi dehveis to oultivato'-s for sowing pmpossa) is piaotised by the gmnero to the extent 
that only seed obtamed from tho first quality of raw cotton delivered to the factories is le issued to tho oulti 
raters Seed produced from mforioi qualities of raw cotton is not issued to tho cultiv ators A certain amount 
of hand gmnmg is done in Bmma Tlio seed obtamed therefrom is utilised for sowing purposes but the bulk 
ol the seed used for sow mg is obtamed by the cultivators from the laige ginneries 

4206 (9) General economic conditions — In oiu opinion, the tw o v arietics of cotton grown m Burma, 
ti: , va ggi aud im gale are perhaps the most suitable for (ho conditions and climates of tho respective districts 
m wliioh they are cultnatod Experiments with exotic cottons have not been suoosssful Useful experi 
cntal work is bomg done by llic Government Agricultural Department m ondeavouimg to impiovo tho present 
va'-icties of cotton by careful seed selection and cidlivation Results so far obtamed are encouraging Ex 
]Kiimciits so far liav o been on a small scale only Tlio oultivator makes no attempt at selection of raw cotton 
Ho mixes good and inferior qualities mdisorimmately, his object bemg to obtam a uniform price from tbo 
luulers for his produce It is impraotioablo for tbo ginners oi millers to re grade tho raw cotton after it has 
been carofullv mixed by tho oultiv ator If tho cultivator w ould grade lus raw cotton aooordmg to quabty 

A 'vitboiit mixuig to tho giimors, ho would bo enable to obtam for seed purposes from tho ginncrs 
seed prodiiood only from the best raw cotton Ginners have endeavoured for years past to impress this on 
the cultu ators but willi only partial success If tho oultnator could bo made to understand that by gradmg 
Ills otitto 1 as a jovo, t le yield obtained the following year from the superior seed would amply rowaid him for 
tlio trouble taken at tnuo of pluckmg m gradmg lus cotton, our opmion is that tho result would not only be 
a laiger y icl'l of raw cotton per acre but also a longer and more uniform staple cotton 
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(2) 111 oui opinion, the host results in impioviiig the stanclaid of cotton cultivation in Biuma arc likely 
to bs obtained iiitli the assistance of the Agiicultural Department This Depaitment would at present 
appear to bo handicapped tlirough insufficient staff The gmners Mould gladly assist, ns far as it laj m their 
poicr, tho efforts of the Agiicultural Department to improve the cultivation of cotton Perhaps the most 
disastrous factor affectmg the cotton trade in Burma iii recent j ears has been the pernicious prictico indulged 
in by some oidtivators and middlemen of adding water to their raw cotton before delivery to the gmners 
Cotton which has been ‘ w ntored ’ \ ery soon heats w hen stored m laigo quantities The result is that fermcn 
tntion sots in, and tho seed becomes damaged and imfit for sowmg purposes The Imt is also damaged both 
in colour and strength This practice of watormg cotton was very p"o\alont m Burma a fo; j ears ago Tho 
gumers have now practically entirely stamped it out by refusmg to accept cotton which has been watered 
It IS not, however, alwa}'s possible for tho gmners to detect cotton which has bean watered Tuo object 
of tho cultivators in w atoring their cotton is to moreaso the weight and thus obtain a larger return for their 
produce 

(c) Exolic cotton 

4207 Gciictaf— Long staple cottons aio not grown in Burma Expeiimcnts with exotic long staple 
cottons have so far proved aboitive 


U — COMMtRCIAI ASPECT 

420S (30) Local trade customs — ^Tho largei firms ownmg giimeiies appoint agents at the pimoipal 
stations 01 villages in tho districts Tho agents buj the raw cotton through brokers who deal direct with tho 
cultivatom The bulk of the cotton crop in Burma howcv oi is brought direct to tho ginneries by the brokois 
Tho gmneiies are situated more or less m tho ce itre of tho cotton grow mg districts The firms advance money 
to tho brokers w ho buy tho raw cotton from tho cultivators Tho brokers are paid a brokerage by tho lirms 
It IS a common praotico for gimiors to make contracts with biokeis tor a specified quantity of lavv cotton 
to bo delivered within a definite period at a fixed price A certain amount of rvw cotton is brought d'reot 
to tho ginneries by tho cultivators but, as a ride, the cultivator pretoro to sell to the brokers who ta! o 
dchv or^ of tho cotton on tho spot and thus save the cultivator the trouble of takmg his cotton to the gmneiies 

420D (31) Standardization of commercial names — i’horo are no gonervlly recognised standard com 
inoroivl names for tho various grades of raw cotton in Burma The cotton is dehv ored at tho ginneries ui caits 
containing about 200 visa on an average The giimer oxammea each cart of cotton and grades it No 1, No 2 
or No 3 quality according to Ins standard of classification No 3 quality at one gmnery does not necessarily 
correspond with No 3 quality at another gmnerj Mo do not consider it piaoticable under present condi 
lions to standardiso tho different gfados of classification 

4210 (32) Buying agencies — ^Tho present system of buying agencies as outlmcd in anew or to question 
30 (paragraph 4208) is ui our opinion tho best suited for Burma 

III —Statistical 

4211 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — ^The Gov eminent cotton forecast as at present published 
supplies useful mfoimaton as to tho acreage under cultivation and is, in our opinion, sufficiently accurate 

4212 (35) Publication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — ^Most if not all of tho gmneia obtain legular 
information regardmg cotton prices rulmg at Liverpool, etc We do not think any useful pmposes w ould be 
served by a daily publication of Liverpool and Boinbav Cotton piioes at upcountry markets 

IV — ISfAKOTAOIUBINa 

(а) Omning and •pressing 

4213 (30) Type and number of gins and presses — ^Wo uso Platts’ roller gms Oiii Mymgyan guniery 
oont vins 100 gins and oui Allanmyo ginnery 00 gms 

4214 (37) Size of bale — ^Tho size of bale produced is 3ft 1 in x 3ft 1 in x 1ft 7 in oi o ly 7 75 
cubic feet w eighing about 400 lb 

4215 (38) Saw gins versus roller gins — Wo have no expciiouco of sav gms but understand they ue 
uiisuitablo for short staple cotton 

4216 (40) Factory labour — Difficulty is oocisioually oxpoiienoed m obtammg a sufficiency of laboiu at 
the ginneries (especially pickers) durmg tho height of the season when all the ginneries are vvoikmg full boio 

4217 (41) Condition of cotton — Please see oui answer to question 9 (paragraph 4206) The gmntrs 

would much prefer that the raw cotton bo graded by the cultivators and not delivered in a caiefuUy mixed 
condition as is at present tho piaotioo in Biuina If tho cultiv ators w ould keep tho different qualities separate, 
(no ginnoi would bo saved tho tiouble and expen o of picking over the cotton and would be abloto pay the 
caltivvtor i corieqioiidingly lug in piioa foi his cotton , 

(б) Spuming and teeaumg 

4218 Gencial — ^'Ihere a'o no spmnmg faotoiies m Burma We understand Bmma cotton oiving to 
its short staple is unsuitable tor spinning unless mixed with long staple cotton 

V — GenlkjVL 

4219 (46) Attitude of buyers to improved cotton — Gmners would gladly pay a highoi puce foi improved 
law cotton coirespondiiig to the higliei value obtamablo for tho cleaned cotton in oonsimiuig markets 

VI — Ikbioation 

4220 (68) Fluctuations in river supplies and their effects —The uveis moicaso rapidly at tho begmniiig 
of tho lams say Juno and gradually decrease October onwards Tlio i,smg and falling of the livers has litUo 
effect on the cultivation of cotton m Buima Lainfall is tho pimcipal consideration Tho cotton is sown at 
tho bcgmiiing of tho monsoon season Wo do not tlimk irrigation enters laigely into the question of 
11101 easmg tho cultivation of cotton in Burma 

4221 (73) Deshi versus American cotton — Om expeuenco is that tho Burmese cultivators are very 
oonseivativo in their ideas of cultivation and are very reluctant to experiment with new varieties of cotton 
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Ev»iim:d at Lahobe, Jvneaba Otii, 1918 
Written statement 

I — ^AGBICULTOBAIi E:>-PnMENOE 
(a) “ Deslii ” short staph cotton 

4222 (1) Esporienoo —I wis bt itioned m Smd foi seven ^eals and have been in the Punjab for the 
hst five years I came into actual touch n ith the culln ators in Smd, but do so onlj occasionally in the Punjab 

4223 (7) Conditions afleoling increase in area — The aiea under cotton fluctuates , the tendency 
for it IS to go on increasing 1 he factors, influencing the ai e v son n j carlj mth cotton, are pruioipally economic 
ones An increase m prices of cotton u ill alv iv b bung about an inoieaso m area, and a slump in puces lesults 
III a slirmkage of the area bj discouraging the groiier, nho oiilj evtends his cotton cultivation at the expense 
of other crops, in the hope of better returns 

(2) The olunatio conditions at the time of sowing ha\ o •'Iso an influence on the area put under cotton 
iSeasonable and favourable laiiis account for a larger aiev in uniiiigated tracts being sown with tins crop 
On thp oontiary, the area diminishes, if the r iiiifall is insiiflicient oi if unseasonable and excessiv e rams damage 
the sowings or cause failure of germination 

4224 Bad, hawlliiuj oj cotton — Undei favoui iblo conditions, tbeic aie possibilities of a great develop 
ment of this crop An moieased j leld as vv ell as an improv emont in quality may confidently be anticipated 
III the couise of time The way, liowevei, the lapas is I^ndled m the field, market and, to a much gleater 
extent, m the factory, is not conduciv c cithci to preset vo the qu ility of cotton up to the nocess iry standard 
01 to arriv e at the best results for selection of seed This selection w oiild gradually bring about both an m 
citase in the yield per acre and a higliei ginning outturn of lint, theiebv making the ciop moie paying and 
cJnsequcntly more ittraolivc to the growei The Imjiis is mostlj picked earli in the morning, damp with 
dew and collected m the shadier p iit of the field often in the empty iingation channel, so that not only should 
itnotlosoanj of its dampness, but with a view to absorb iiioio moisture bofoioitis carted aw ay for marketmg 
This affects the colour of the / ipas Dolibei vtc damping of tapis is not practised and oiilj occasional cases 
hav e come to inv notice All 1 apis fioni a field, good bad, or indifferent, itady foi pickmg at a oeitain time, 
is picked together The /(i pis siiffeis fiutlioi by b id Iiaiidliiig m the maikets, where the c irtloads have to be 
unloaded m the mawlis, being repacked iii bundles when sold and icmov cd to the factories All this unneoos 
s iry handling and th’-owmg on the clustv or damp ground afloots the rpialitj' 

(2) In markets where I apas is sold in cuts and then icmov cd to the factoiics without further handling, 
better quahties are invariably obtained What the oultiv vtor commences unl,nowmgly and because be 
had no inducement to do hotter, the giiinoi completes by deliberate!} mixing all his pui chases, in the attempt 
of turnmg out a uniform cjualit} , and b} b id handling mil smnmg, due mostly to the inadectiiate means at 
his disposal, and his short sighted policy of prefermg an iinmedi ito likel} better letui n to all future possibilities 

4225 Recommendations in regard to tnciease of production and improvement in quahlij — If the desuod 
increase of production and improvement in quality is to be secured, (1) the grower should bo made to realize 
that the price to be obtained for Ins crop depends, not onl} on the actual outturn of lapas per acre, but also 
on the perooiitago of Imt m the 7 apas (the price of iMpas being based largel} upon the amount of Imt it yields) 
and (2) on the standard of purity of 7 apis The ginnoi also should bo induced to increase the standard of 
purity and general condition of the cotton 

(2) What IS requited is — 

(1) In the fields — Stimulation of impiovcd methods of cultivation and a certam selection of lapas, 

not only by the Agricultural "Department, whoso woik comes rmder the notice of comparativclv 
a small niimbei of people, but by the large landowners Theic is no bettor inducement to a 
ryot to adopt an innov atioii than to see his neighbour growmg better crops oi adoptmg methods 
tluough which he gets more money 

(2) In the market — Marketing of all grades separately with as little handling as possible 

(3) In the factory — Careful grading at the factory o[ all lapas and separate ginning of each grade 

after proper drying and picking, m order to preseivc the puiity of the grade and increase the 
standard of quahty 

(4) &ecd of the best grades to be kept sepaiate by ginncrs and sold for sowing purposes to cultivators 

at the price of ordmary seed This would bimg good seed within the reach of the cultivators 
comparatively m a short time, and prove a voiy effective method of spreadmg the use of seed 
of iny strain that woidd bo recominLiidcd 

(3) At present, the only work in seed selection is done by the seed f urns end seed umons, but then number 
IS inadequate, and they can only supply y cry Imiited quantities of seed Gmncis m the meantime can greatly' 
help in the direction of seed selection, and I beg to giy o an mstance When Messrs Ealli Brothers erected 
their giiinmg factory m Mirpurkhas (Smd) m 1007 the av ciago yield of lint per maund of lapas m the district 
w as 12 seers 8 chataks at most Under the guidaiico of the Agricultmal Dcpai tment and yy ith the assistance 
of Slebsrs Ralli Brothers, who had bom setting aside the seed of the lots of lapas givmg the highest lint 
outturn and had supplied the same to the cultiv atois it equal rates w ith ordinary seed, the gradual improy e 
ment of the crop w IS seouicd, and in 1913, when 1 left the distiiot, the avoiago yield of lint per maund of 
lapas stood betw ecu 13 seers 4 chataks and 13 seeis 12 chat iks 


(c) 1 rotic cotton , 

4220 Rcguiiilcs for siicccso — ihc success of the c'otio y 'iiotics is goyciiied by the prmoiples mentioned 
iboic ihovaricfy of long st iplcd cotton which v, ill give a huger icio ige profit oy er othci cottons (takmg 
into coiisideiatioii the more expensive and caicful mode of cidtivation it icqiiucs, and the groaloi length of 
time it takw from soiling to Inn citing iiid also the gic-itci iisks fioiii the vicissitudes of the v cathoi) is 
sure to find f ivour with the gtowci, and be given picfcioiioo oyoi Icss x>iohtablo varieties 
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4227 Danrjers of adullcialion and ddcuoialton — Die clangers ot the aclnltcration and o£ the deterio 
ration of these classes of cotton arc mi eh greater than for orclinar\ vaiictics, and mar he siih divided into 
two categones, the remediable and the nracmediahle ones 

(a) Pcmcdiabk — ^I consider ns si oh those Hsnlluig fiom had select on of seed defectnc ciiltiration, 
dthherate mixing and had ji dong in the field, mail el ind f"ctorj Also had ginning 

(h) Vnranrdiabb — Tlioso dependent on the poor natuic of the soil and the neissitiidcs ot the\\cathcr 

The methods enumerated shove for dedn cotton it apphed moieslricth in tins case, mil meet most of 
the dangei-s 

4228 Ecmcdics — The gmneis ean c’o a great deal gradnnllj to reduce tl e dangers of deterioration and 
adulteration to a minimum — 

1 B-y bujing each lot of lapas on its oiin merits of puntj, and standard of quolitj, thus teaching the 

grouer that it is to his advantage to 1 cep sepniate the different grades of lapas and offer them 
for sale separately 

2 By ludieions selection and classification at Itio factory of all grades and the separate ginning of such 

grades 

I By strict and careful selection ot all I upas, the seed of rvliioh 1 “ to he 1 ept sepaiate and sold to the 
ciiltivatois for sou mg 

II — Co nirnciri isrror 

4220 Kecessitij for control of ginning factor cs — lleisit phycdln the ginnet in all hi ch improae 
niont'' legaidiiig cotton IS so great iliat yiiihont Ins eo operation aery little can he attained In order to 
secure his co operation, I am strongly m farour of sonic hind of contiol hemg exeicised orer all factories 

(2) No factories ought to ho alloucd to he put up hcfoie plans hare heon suhinitted and approyed 
and all ncyi as yyeU as existing factories to he alloyied to y\orl only after ohtaiiuiig a license to this effect 

(3) Eaotoiies ought to ho providi.d u itli adequate space foi proper dry mg, storing, and handling of lajms 
The cy'ils resulting from msiiffioicnt space caiuiot he emphasized too stiongly The hinldmg proper of the 
ginnery' ought to ho on a model that uould minim 7C the nsl s ot unmtentioml adulteration The pimcipal 
improvements that I yy ould recommend are — 

1 Spacious Japas platforms helund the gins 

2 A meolnnical contriaanco for cany mg lajas on to tl esc platforms or, if this is difficult in practice, 

a separate entrance leading to these platforms for the men carrying the Inpns 

3 All gins to ho fitted in front yyilli a board of tyycniy to thirty inches high to preyent part of the 

lapas thioyyn into the gins from falling oyer into the ginned cotton 

The ahoyo yyill prevent muck of tlio mixing of ginned cotton yyith lapas 

4 (small lattice yy orKplstfoims to ho placed on the fnpas platform htfoie each gm , the lapas m handfuls 

should ho shahen on these platfpiins before it is tliroun into the gm 
Siniilai lattice yyorh plattoims to he fitted on the floor hefoie each gin, yyhere the ginned cotton 
drops from the roller 

0 The front plates of the gins should be propcily fitted, and should not alloyy any seed to drop, as 
it does at present, yvhere the ginned cotton is 

7 Automatic transport of cotton seed 

8 Eaotories ought either not to yy ork at n glit or otheryvise he yy ell lighted yy ith oleotrio light 

0 Proper setting of gins yyith a yieyy to the bettor mode of ginning and not only yvith a vieyv to hotter 
outturn per gm 

(4) Licenses to ho granted to all non factories on the above stipulations, and non oomphanco yyith any 
ot these regulations to be regarded as an offence Existing factories to he given a period (say six months) 
yt itliin yvliioh to conform yy ith the neyy regulations 

4230 Necessity for change in attitude of tiade to cciton of improved quality — ^An improy ement of quality 
means a certain los" m yy eight of lajas through dry age and cleaning , tlicre is also greater expenditure on 
labour, etc It y ould he natuiol, theicforc, and necessary for the trade to encourage the efforts of the gmner 
(as the ginner yyill ho expected to encourage the groyycr) by giving prcferentiil treatment to betfei qualities 
and paying puces that yyoiild compensate the ainncr for any lil cly loss, expenditure, or tiouhle for turning 
out better qualities 

(3) As fai as I am ayyarc, buyer-, contract for cotton of fan ay wage quality of the season, and pay no 
premium if they are offered hettci cotton at the time ot dclivtiy , and aic unable m mrny cases to fix alloyy ances, 
if the cotton offricd is infer, oi So they cncouiage the turning out of a uniform quality and indirectly of 
tinning out infer or qualitic- The gmnci, uho has to turn out one quality in his turn, does not encourage 
the groyy er to offer h s different qual tics of 7 aj as separately by pay mg preterontnl rates for good clean parcels, 
hut legulatrs his prices by' offering an aycrago rate for the day’s arriyals 

4231 Pools and jncssing i etui ns — Pools are organized for the benefit of them members at the expense 
of the groyy cr Pressing returns are helpful to the trade, and I am m fay our of hay mg them published yveekly 


Mr Ch Moth ikis called and examined 

4232 {III Henderson ) I vill first state my expeiiences of the Amciican cotton that I bought m Sind 
The quality yyas veiy good hut the diayyhack uas that it did not giyo the same return per acre as desh I have 
not much experience of long staple cotton hut 1 should thinl that it yy as about the same as 4P I have not been 
buying any Am er, can cotton in the Punjab I have been buying ill dcslii There yy as American cotton 
atLyallpur yyhen I yyas theie One of the difficultits' in dealing yyith Amcriean cotton m Sind, yyas that 
there yyas a prejudice against the seed The cultivators objected to it as they said the cattle would not eat 
it The premium pa d for American oy ci dcslii yy as very sn.all, m fact, in some cases there yy as no pieraium 
at all because of the lover ginning percentage ot the American lorthisieasonyyc bought often Amencan 
lapas in Sind practically al the same rate as desh There was no encouragerainl to the cultivator to groyy it 
as it required moie cidtuation ind^yy as not giving a better leturn than dcslii I thinl that there are good pros 
pects of success for American cotton in Sind if the oultivatoi got a proper price for it I have seen fields of 
Amer'can cotton iti Sind yyhich looked much better than desht cotton I have seen plants over six or seven 
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f Ii nl, TliC sammlar'i sa d flial thei couUl grow the crop but that it did not pay them to do 'lo I did 
not Tear mn obiect on on -iccmmt of leaf blight The amount of money that the ou tn ator m ould gc t 
frem his crop uould ho the dee ding factor ns lo uhellitr th s amiely uould find fnvoui uith him 

l \sas in charge of Rnlli rrothcis’ fcctciy at Miiivrlh"s In certain d'stncts m Sind, such as 
'^h-'l bol hit the laj as gio’cs the a erj high ginnii g peicentagc of os much as fifteen seeis pei maiind In these 
di-ti ct« the ciiltuafois onh som the seed that they tlicmseU es ha\e hand ginned so that the puiity of the 
iced sretuned Thet donotbin tlic r seed fiom the ginning factoiies AtMiipmldns the ginning peicentagc 
wn- icn loii , It ms about 12 lo 12 8 at best The Agnoultural Dcparlnient at that time i\6ic trying to 
imprcic itio ginning peicentagc Of course, in a b>g district, it ms very d'fflciilt to select seed IVc tiied 
on our pul to improio it We inipmlcd oaeiy year a largo amount of lapas from Sbahboblnt, -and oilier 
places g lined it and kept the seed scpaialely ‘ Wo used to ask the cultivators ulio came to the factoiy for 
ced M 1 ether they u anted seed for feeding their cattle or for sou ing pimposcs and if they required it for sou mg, 
ue gasp them the spccal seed at the same price as ordinary seed and told them not to use it for feeding cattle 
T1 c Agncnlliiral Department recommended all the cultivators to buy seed from us because they I new lint 
ours u as a selected seed Tlve veiy fiist y eat, there u as a noticeable improv ement and the ginning percentage 
begin to increase Up till nou tlic iniprov ement Ins been permanent Tlie trade revenue of the Jamrao 
di^net lias incrcaseel cons dcrably' in consequence Erom a mannd of forty seers, ue used to get 12^ seers 
of lint Nou from the sumo amount uc get 13?: aecrs , so tint there lias been an increase of at least a seer - 
'Jlicrc have been lots uliich gave 14’ -eerj of hnt lo the maund of lapos 1 think tho cultivable aiea'com 
manded b\ tho Jamrao is al out six luindrcd thousand acres, so that naturally there Ins been cons deiablo 


increase in the crop 

4234 Co operation hctucen ginneries and the Agiicidtural Department is quite a feasible thing so long 
as tlicro IB some kind of control over the factory' ouners 1 do not think they uould ho willing to givo then 
ass stance There must be some control in some way or other so that they should bo made to help, because 
after all it is to tlicir benefit to do so I did not find any difficulty m persuading the cultivators to take the 
seed I liav c come across nativ o factory ow neis m many places try mg to make a little more money from the 
teed by selling inferior seed to the cultivators at the rate of good seed I certainly think that there is in 
opening m Smd for this class of worl by collaboiation because if seed selection is not kept up, tho cotton 
naturally will deteriorate Seed scleotion must continue It is not necessary to import ill the seed because 
the seed of the Jnmno tract at present is just is good or better in some respects ihon the seed winch w’as 
ongmrlly impoitcd I should thmk that tho fiim of Balli Brothers would be very willing to help m a mattoi 
of this kind especially is it w ould be ilso to their interests I cannot of course pledge them to anything 

423') I oimc to Smd tow irds tho end of the growing of Egyptian eolton It w as a ddioato crop and was 
atlieked by bollwomi A great mistake tlmt was made, in my' opinion, about ^this crop was that people 
who liad no cvpencnce of this vaiiety of cotton were allowed to commit themselves to forward sales c-'oceclmg 
the actual procluction of the eiop These people m order to fulfil their ooiilracts encouraged the picking of all 
inferior iapas and got together all sweepings as long as same were coming out of Egyptian eolton plants 
'Ii 0 result was that tho cotton turned out was infenoi and tho reputation of the vaiioty was spoilt I do not 
thmk that Egyptian cotton has really had a fair tml on its merits In tho first year, it was a success, m the 
second year, the quel tv was spoiled by niiddlcrren as just explained 1 do not think that there is'anydlung 
against Fgy ptian cotton m Smd As far as the quality of cotton w ent, I heard that the first y ear’s crop which 
had been picl ed pure v\ as sold at a very' good price and compared very favourably w itli real Egyptian 
It is a matter of organization , if it is well organized, my belief is that it w ill be a success The seed for sow mg 
and particularly the /apas should ho carefully selected, because cotton plants of different varieties are bound 
to he found m eyery field and the strain will never he lept pure without such selection If the cultivatoi 
was left to his own dov'ces, ho wall pick all the /apas and mix it together AVhat is requned is organization 
and selection The viliole thing can he greatly assisted by the ginning factory owners If tho work of the 
ginning factoiics is regulated, the selection of fapas as well as ot seed will come by itself If a factoiy oiiner 
pvys a ceidain price for a ccrtani quality' of Japan and proport, onatdy less lor an inferior [quality end refuses 
to Inl c mixed stuff, the ciiltiv ntor w dl he taught to select his Japan Itw ill be to liis interest to do so That 
will enable pure Egyptian cotton to fetch a big premium The ginning percentage of Egyptian cotton was poor 
but I think it w ould pay if it w ere carefully selected Tho cultiv ator w ill alw ays giy o preference to the cotton 
that pays him ) cst whether it is denJn, American or Egyptian There is an opening in Smd for capitalists 
to tal 0 up lard ai d grow Fgy pt'an cotton, but the Jamrao canal muse y\ ork regularly and not guo the diffi 
cultics wh ch h lyc been experienced m recent years 

423C As to tho omparativ e merits of cotton in the Punjab and m Smd, I am not an agnoultiirist, but 
I think that m Smd the percentage of the lint of des/ii cotton is higher than it is in the Piinjah and tliat cotton 
IS generally better treated in Smd than it is in the Punjab In Smd, no lapas is ginned unless it is previously 
dried and cleaned a hit As to the comparative yields per acre, they are higher in Smd, where picking goes 
on for a longer period I thinlv in Smd w e can reel on safely on siv or seven matmds of J apas per aero taking 
tho average of the district", whilst n the Punjab, I doubt whether it comes to more than four in both the 
irrigated and rnimgated areas The limiting factor m Sinel is that cotton is confined more or loss lo the 
south I think there is scope for the cotton m the north of Smd I w as only a short vy bile in Sukkur I thmk 
that the people did not glow cotton there because they did not know tho crop they had nev er tned it before and 
they did not know wl at return it would give them If people were anxious to grow cotton, I do not thmk 
there would ho any difficulty about it 

4237 I Ihml that attempts in tho past to grow exotic cotton in Smd failed through want of proper orgam 
zatiou It IS true that the staff of tho Agricultural Department was rather a small and the tract w as a very 
lug one but, no matter how big the staff of the Agnculturnl Department is, it will be insufficient to deal with 
the problem unlcs'’ it has the co operation of the tr^dc and of the ginning factories 

4238 The Indian cultivators ns a rule, are not propareel to take good advice when it is given to them 
Thev want demonstration It is not sufficient to growtHhings on the Government fnim to convince them , 
they point to the amoi nt of money spent and the conven enccs tho Gevemment farm people got m re gard 
to water supplv and "o on, but if thf-y see that their neighbours are growing some thing which pays, they natur 
ally do li! cwise the 'ollowang y ear I do not think that the staff of the Agnoultural Department will evei 

rr „ extension of the Agricultural Depaitment would do immense good lo tho country 

4-^ (Mr Mobcris) Cotton growing is getting popular with the cultivators because it pay s them better 

tlnn anv other crop It is my experience both in the Punjab and Smd, that cotton pays better than wheat 
in most iracts I have been m the Punjab for*five years I came I rr^ at the beginning of 1013 I was 
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stationed at Lyallpiir, and m charge of praotionlly all the districts from Wazirabad to Shorkot Eond in one 
season Since then I hare been in Amritsar I did not bur any American cotton aihcn I was at Lyallpur 
I have seen 4F, and thought it a nice cotton of long staple I tried to buy some at the auctions but I aras 
overbidden by the ginning factory on ners avho weie selling it at Bombay 

4240 I should like to explain the system of buying m the Punjab and how it works against tlio 
improvement in quality Tlie buyers commence buying cotton on contracts before the crop comes in In 
such contracts, no particular quality is mentioned but only fair a\ erage quality of the season’s production 
When the time of delivery comes, buyers have to accept against their contracts any cotton turned out 
bytho sellers factory ns long ns such cotton is not aery much lover in quality than the cotton turned out 
by, the other factories in the place All buyers do not naturally buy blindly but make their ovn estimate 
of what the quality of the crop is likely to be for the season and offer prices accordingly If they are offered 
better cotton at the time of dclia cry than the quality of tlicir original estimate on which they fixed the contract 
price, they pay no premium to the seller But neither can they recover any allovances, if the cotton offered 
IS inferior, and more or less uniform in all the factories of the place In the first instance, their business shows 
a profit, in the second a loss This gi\ cs no inducement to the sellers (factory owners) to improve the quality 
of their ginning, but on the contrary , encourages them to turn out the lowest possible quality that would bo 
passable against their contracts They von’t spend anytlung in cleaning or drying the la-pas because the 
more impure the cotton, the more the v eight and the more money they will get for it 

4241 In the same ivay, the cultivator has no mdnccraent in any way to pick his la-pas separately and 
offer good lapas to the ginneries separately because the ginner pay s the same price for good, bad and in 
different I apas If-tho factory owner were to go to the market and pay for a cart containing better quality 
Rs 13 and for carts containing lover qualities Es 12 8orRs 11, the cultivator would see that it was to hia 
interest to pick Ins lapas separately and to keep it separately 

4242 Apart from personal efforts by members of the Department, I should say that if the work of the 
factory owners were regulated by some 1 ind of legislation or other, co operation vould come by itself At 
present, 'the cultivators buy moat of their seed from the factory owners and if the factory owner v ere com 
pcllecTto select the lapne, the seed of v Inch ho yvas going to sell to the cultivators for sowing his co 
operation on this score would bo complete I do not think it is against the mtercst of the factory oyvner to try 
and do some seed sclcction,'because he yvould be the first man to benefit from it A good deal of mixing, 
both intentional and unmtentionnl, takes places in the 'ginning factories It is the unintentional that 
could be verv veil prevented by taking ceitain slops recommended in my wiittcn evidence 

4243 (President ) It would bo a great stimulus to the extension of cotton like 4F and Sind American, 
if there was a standard trade niaik for it on vhicli it could bo sold in the Liveipool market on the basis of 
a typo quoted m India The thing is that tliero must bo some standard so that a now cotton can establish 
itself V ith tho trade You cannot merely ofifoi tho buyei at home Smd American or Punjab American, a quality 
vhioli he has not seen before Ho must see a sample, and try it , ho must be certain of vhat he buys and as 
to tho quality that ho v ill got A now cotton has therefore to cstabbsh its market The present time is very 
favourable for getting to a standard , oving to tho diflicultics of freight, very little American cotton is coming 
out Indian mills haa o been buy mg Punjab American largely and naturally it v ill establish itself 

4244 As to forecasts, I find that they arc fairly reliable We make very elaborate ones ourselves , the 
difficulty IS that vo have not got tho same distribution of districts as Govoinment and it is therefore very 
difficult to compare our figures with those of Government Tho Government forecasts are fairly accurate 
for tho distnots I have been able to check The dates of publication are fairly suitable from the trade point 
of vicv 

4245 As to tho returns from gins and presses, I consider them very necessary as, if they were complete, 
they vould enable tho trade to get an aocuiato idea of the ciop I think that submission should be made 
compulsory They do not entail any extra expense or trouble to tho factory owners They have got their 
figures and all they liavc to do is to total them up and send them I v ould have submission made compulsory 
by legislation. 

424G (Jllr TFadia ) As to classification and vhether I would suggest that Sind should be separated 
from the Punjab for the purpose of elassification in Bombay, I haa c no experience of vhat is done in Bombay 
In the matter of classification, ns long ns there is the Cotton Trade Association in Bombay, every seller and 
buyer can refer any dispute about classification to the Cotton Trade Association and the difficulty is overcome 
because each side is bound to got tho light valuation of the cotton vliatever the quality is Whether you 
call it Sind Punjab or anything else, it comes to the same thing ns long as y ou get the right amount of money 
for the cotton Tho trade haa e a good deal of faith m tho Bombay Cotton Trade Association If pure 
American cotton is suit to Bombay, I would suggest separate classification I think that the aibitration 
rules of the Bombay Cotton Trade Association v ork fairly both to the buyer and the soilci I am av are of the 
clause which gives tho buyer the option vhen tho final avard for inferiority of quality is in excess of Es 5 
per /7ia«di either to take the cotton at tho allovance fixed or to refuse it Take a case in v Inch a mill or 
a buyer mal cs a forv ard conti act for so many bales of Sind Punjab fine, v hen the cotton is tended for deln ery 
in Bombay , if the arbitiators fix more than Es 5 allovance for inferiority of quality, the mill or buyer vould 
have the option of citliei tal mg the cotton vith that allovance or of rejecting it If the mill or buyer rejects 
it, the seller has alv ay s tho option of reselling to some one else on the actual mciits of the cotton As to tho 
arguments that he docs not suffci because he can alv ays dispose of the cotton, I should say that he is liable to 
suffer because in tho mandi or market tho rate might be quite different and much leaver at the time If protec 
tionofthis nature IS to bo afforded to buyers, why not have it for everybody ? You must not protect tho 
millov ners alone The same rule must apply to all three, gin owner, seller and millovner, and must be 
applicable ey cry y\ here If a millovner buys a certain class of cotton, he does not want to get anything 
bcloyy that, because for the class of goods that he wants to turn out, he cannot permit any lover quality to 
be tendered so, he stipulates in his contract that he must get “ fine ” If it is below tint class by more 
than Rs 5, ho refuses it and then the seller in his turn must have the option, if tho ginner tendered to 
him cotton more than Rs Glover liinn“fine” (if the contract is for “ fine ”) to reject it also It is 
tho business of the ginning factory owners to know vhat will be the quality he will turn out and to sell 
accordingly I do not favour a set of arbitrators at up country markets Factory owners may want their 
money at once but in that case, they can alv ays get eighty per cent of it on the railway receipt and the 
difference after tho final avard of arbitration If this system of selling on quality is established, the 
cultivator V ill eventually get a better price and so yvill the factory owner who sells the cotton The 
cultiy ator yvill also be taught to keep his stuff cleaner 
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4247 Tliero are no platiorms m the componnas of gmmng factoric} m the Punjab for drying or staoking 
Innas There is very little accommodation in all the factories M n matter of fact, ivo have no factories with 
nroper all round arrangements m the Punjab The onlj cotton dried m the factories is cotton that the facto^ 
owner is afra d may rot Kapas is put anjmhere in the factories even in places nhere coal has been previously 
thrown Tlie 7 «pns is tliiown there and left Large platforms should be constnictcd Tlicro is great dilSculty 
*in ginning damp lapas The first 5 ear I was at Mirpuii has, the rams were exceptionally heavy, and the 
whde place was flooded for days and the lapas that wo had m the factory got badly damaged Although 
the gms next rear turned out six to seven maunds of lint a day, we could not gin three maunds that j ear 
on account of the dampness of the cotton It does not pay to dry it because it loses in w eight There is no 
delihernte damping, so far as I am aware except in a few cases m Jullundur where lapas is brought in deli- 
berately damped In other places tliej throw a little water on the ground to lay the dust and then put the 
lapas on it All over the Punjab, lapas is brought in loose, in cart loads Small quantities are brought m 
gunnies or loras on donbeys 


4248 Tlie best class of lapas coming into the market should be pieked out and made a separate quality 
Different pickings of the cotton are mixed together at present the first pickings are veiy often vciy inferior 
whilst the second and third pickings are as a rule of the very best quality If the first pickings were kept 
separate, and the second and third picl mgs i c , the best part of the crop, wore kept separate and also the 
fourth and last piel mgs, which are also inferior, naturally there w ould be tw o different qualities — one consist 
ing of the first and last and one of the middle pickings Tlio latter would be better in class, in strength, in 
staple and in ovcr 5 ' waj Tliat is what I meant by selection It is not done now' The pickings are not 
brought in separately because the cultivator know s that ho w ill get the same price for all Ins lapas He keeps 
his first pickings back and mixes them with the others This year heavy rams m October damaged the lapas 
Arrivals were later than usual because all the cultivators 1 ept alUhe bad lapas back in order to mix it with 
the better lapas of latter piol mgs and sell it at the same price 

4249 There is a great deal of mixing of American and dcslit cotton m Lyallpur I was only in Lyallpu’^ 
for a year but during that time I often went with Mr Roberts to the factories and wo tried to find out the 
exact percentage of American cottpn in the cotton which was called American It is ve^ diflicult to say , 

I do not think there is any expert who w ould find out the exaet percentage from the cotton itself You can 
only say it is not pure American It pa 5 s the factory ow ners to mix even, if the mixture contains fifty per cent 
of desh This mixing is due first of all to the trader who does not give the necessary encouragement to gin 
ning faotoiy owners The first thing to be done to put a stop to this adulteration is to regulate the work of 
the factory owner The ginning factories are to blame but the trade is also to blamo because they do not buy 
on a certain guarantee of purity and quality in order to induce the ginners to improve their quality If the 
factory owner Imow that he had to deliver a eortam class or to pay a penalty, then lie would turn out that 
class The arbitration rules in Bombay should bo made applicable to ginning factories m the mofussil so that 
they should sell on a certain quality and not sell blindly on t!io fair average quality of the crop Cotton should 
be sold on mutual allow ances If the seller delivers better cotton, bo should get a better pneo and if he delivers 
inferior, ho should reoe v e so much less for delivering a lower quality 

4260 I think licensing would be the best method of exorcising control over ginning factories I tlimk this , 
should be done by legislation No factoiy should be allowed to be put up or worked unless it had a license 
1 know that there w as a Cotton Frauds Act in Bombay which had to bo repealed principally on'aoooimt of abuses 
of the staff emplojed to work it It is very very difficult to give an opinion as to how to prevent undesirable 
people being emplojed to carry out the work Risis have alwajs to be run in matters of this kind All 
the heads of Departments m a place w here a factory is situated, for instance the Deputy Commissioner and 
the Deputy Superintendent of Police might be cx officio inspectors of factories I w ould go so far as even 
to have a few honorarj inspeclois like tlio agents of European firms w ho lyive expcrienco in the lino Tliore 
might be trade jealousy on account of this, but jou could not very well avoid that I think licenses should 
be granted by tlio Commissioner of the Division and not by a cenlral bodj' It will bo the bujer’s duty to 
bring any irregularities to the notice of the authorities 

4251 I do not tlimk that each bale should be’^marked on the flat of the bale with the name of the ginning 
factorj Biijers buj' cotton from different ginning factories m a loose condition and then have it pressed 
and they verj often mix two lots together to make a uniform quality Suppose they get from one factory 
cotton a little higher than “ fine,” and from anof lier cotton a little low or than “ fine,” thej' mix botli to make 
“ fine ” out of it In Bombay and Karachi they do not know from which factory tho cotton has come I do 
not think that I w ould adv ocato that, as a condition of license for a pressing faotorj', tho name of the station 
should he marked on the bales I do not think it is necessary 

4252 As I said just now, there is not a press attached to overj ginning factory The buv'ora w ill ho tho 
people who will bring anj irregularities to the notioo of the authorities The authorities must visit faotoiies 
from time to time and see what is going on You cannot control tho factories from head quarters when cotton 
goes to Eomhav You must control tho iactories at the time they are doing tho work Jt is no use tiying 
to put them right after thoj have done their w ork If the factory owner does anj'tlimg against tho regula 
tions, his license should be suspended and how ill be very careful in future not to repeat the offenoo I w ould 
have tho license suspended according to the nature of tho offence 

4258 In my wTitten ov idonoe, I hav o suggested tho construction of small lattice w ork platforms The 
idea 18 that there alwajs is a lot of drj' leaf and dust adhering to lapas when it is carried into tho faotoiy 
It it IS shaken off from these lapas platforms, the leaf will go thrpugh tho lattice work and tho lapas w ill go 
cleaner to the gin As a matter of fact, there are such platforms in Sind The mesh should bo such that tho 
lajxis v\ ill not fall through — say about a quarter of an inch Tlio lapas platforms are narrow m all ginneries 
I should think that the bigger tliey are the better The mmiumum should bo about eight to nine feet, beoauso 
VI hat happens is this lapas is piled on tho platform late at night and early m the morning to keep tho factory 
working during the day time and to have enough to start it af'C o’clock m tho morning It is therefore 
piled np to such an extent that it fnUs over the gin into the space where the cotton falls botw een tho tw o 
lines of gms As to tho Imt platform hotw een the tw o gms, (ho bigger it-is tho hotter We have not tried the 
boa^, suggested m my written ei idencc, m our factories That is a simple confnvanco, and I think it a very 
goTO one ihe board should be made removable so that it would not interfere w ith tho sotting of the knives 
of (ho gms .M to the laUicol have suggested in front of the gins, halt an inch mesh I think would do 
Cotton would not fall throughout We have (nedsomoof tho automatic feeders and they were not 
successful •' 
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H£4251 Some fiotouca aro \ory badly lighted Even wlicro tlioro is ekoliio light, llio light is veiv bad 
There are not many lights vnd the dost is dlowed to aocuinul ito on tlio 1 imps 

4255 I do not tkide that the speed it Mhioh tho gin ib \ioiI cd has aiij thing to do nith tho quality of tho 
cotton, cspeoullj m Smd hat cllects tho quality of tlio cotton is tho speed at which tho lolloi woilvs and 
not that of tho lumu) Gim of all factories aro not icguHted at tho same speed Tho Lnues aro somotiflies 
regulated so ns to allow crushed seeds to go tluough If tho gm is pioporly set, no oriished seed can got through ♦ 
It 13 diflioult 0 % on for bmall loaa cs to got through Tho diameter of the roller is not alw ays tho same, owing 
to tho leather \\ uiring out »Sm'\ll diameter rolicm are, o£ courso, agiuist tho interest of tho factory ouners 
Tho smallor tho roller, tho less tho outturn of the gin 

4230 In tho Punjab wherover there aro pools they aro of two Linds In one kind of pools they fix tho 
rate of ginning and pressing at a cortain rale They also fi\ their cost of piesstng and giiinm" at a ceitain 
rate Tiio difftronco botwcon tho rates is distnbutctl among llm mombci-s of tho pool iccordmg to tho greater 
or smaller number of gnia they ha\o got All tint natiinUv bos to come out of the prico they pay for Lapas, 
and mako the price of lapas so mueli lower In tho other kind of pools, tho ginning prioo is fixed at a certain 
figure and c\ erj ono v ho buy a laixia has to pay mto.tho pool eight annas or four nimas per maund of lavas 
ho buys Ihoy do not regulate Ihoir pool prolils m this case according to tho piico of gimiing or tho pnoo 
of pressing but according to tho quantity of I a jyas bought from every mayuh This kind of pool fixes tho pnoo 
to bo paid for lajMS in manch daily I’lio natural rcsidt of tho pools is that tbero aro moio faotoiics than 
there is v ork for Gmnmg faotoricb nro often juit up himply w ith tho object of sharing in the profits of pools 
Eacry body who Im a fow thousand rupees and wants to mxest it whethor ho ho a picador or a doctor, puts 
up a ginning factory to sharo m tho jitolils of tho pool whothci ho works tho factory or not I do not think 
it 18 necessary to iinko it a condit um of a Iiociiho Ui it giimcrics should w ork it least a oouplo of months or so 
I suggest that pools should he iihohshtd by lo,,islation on llio lines of the Trust Laws in America 

4237 (jUr lIoJgLtnsoii ) It should bo tho s vine thing wlicUior tho gins woik for themselves or on commis 
Eion Tlio person who holds tho license sliould be losiionsiblo whether lio works on his own account or for 
anybody else Tlicro sboiild bo a stand vnl plan for a model ginning factory It would not bo very dilfioulb 
to got ono of tlio engineers w bo has got oxpoi iciico m that lino to di iw up a jil in 

4238 {Jfr Jtobtrts ) I hive heard Ihcro w is i jiliii m print divwn up liy Mr Brool,or I havo seon a 
contrivance for carry mg la/yis to a eorl vm p irt of tlio Li/xis pi itform of tho faotoiy That w as in Smd m one 
of tho native f iclono.-.— I’lllumall Taw irdisi Tho lap^s was earned by an elevator to tlio platfonn mto 
the factory qjid from there distributed 

Mr. F. G MTT.TADIS, Agent, Messrs Ralh Brothers, Lyallpur 
Lx-ViilscD VI Li.vi.uoii, J\j,UAnx IItii, 1918 
IVnIlcn slalctnciU 
II — CoMsrruci VI Awror 

4239 <30) Local trade customers — ifio In/usu pnncip illy sold by' tho asmiiidurs to tiio vdl igo iniiia* 
who after taking delivery III tho villages bring ittotho giiiiimg eeiitroa for salo through tho middloinen (com 
mission agents) Tho villvgo finims roecivo advances from their oommission agents, which tho former 
distribute to tho Z'litiiiid tn, thui binding them for tho sale of their products iit rates fixed at tho time 
There is very litllo or praotic illy no contracts business on Japas til the maiidis in tho Ohonab colony 

4200 (31) Standardization of oommoroial names — llieio are no commercial names for tho various 
grades Sxifar as the loeil markcUs nro concerned, simply they' sell cotton it highor and lower prices 
aceording lo the diUcrciiecs iii quality This is tho position m this colony Of course, tho commeroml 
names could ho staiidardi/ed if they' introduced si iiulard dosses for tho various quahlios 

1201 (32) Buying ngoncics — iho best form of buying would havo been it tho cuniindars could bo 
induced or in some other way helped not lo dopeiul on tho banias for tho markotiiig of thou produoo but to 
bring tho slufE thoinsolve.s into tho viandts niid sill it at tho market values of tho day which would 
havo boon profitublo to llioiu and tho tndo generally By this way there will also bo gonornl improvement 
I m tlio quality of both deshi and American is tho bania is tho chief causo of adultciation 

III— Stvtistic vl 

4202 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast —The Im il foroeast in this colony is ns near accurate as 
posMhle Closer and slrielcr superv isiou from the jinrt of the eaii il and rev oniie ofiioials w ould minimize any 
possible differences 

4203 (34) Improvement of other statistical inforraotiou —Press loturnb cannot give full information 
to meet statistical jpur|)ose-. is cotton is also dtspaehcd in looso condition to other dtstricts In 1914, tho 
quantities BO dcijialehed lo Giijrat, Jlielum, Kavv.dpiiidi, Koh it, B umu, etc , weio fniily large, and unless 
these aro taken into account tho st ilislieal records ciiinotbe complete and reliable Wo would suggest 
tho railway despatches of pressed as well as looso cotton (of eoiiise, loose cotton despatched to other 
places of tho district for jiressing to bo excluded) would give .leeuralo mfoimation 

42GL (35) Publioatiou of Liverpool and Bombay prices — rntouintion is daily leeeivcd hereby the factory 
owners and other dealers Of course, it will bo useful it suoh information w as convoyed also to the 
utmindars 


hir 1 G Miludis called and oxaiuined 

4205 (Jlfr lEudw) I have been at Lyallpur for eleven years, and in the Punjab for seventeen yoais 
Until the introduction of Lyallpur Araeiicnn eotlon, I pureim.ed mo tly dcsSt cotton This y^r my 
purchases have been from 75 to 80 per cent of Amenenn but not at the Govcmmoiit -luctions Ihodsm 
cotton from Gojrn and Toba Tek i^uigh was a bettor staple cotton than that fiom LyaUpur itself or from 
Sangola Tlioro is practically httlo of it left now Now tho production at Gojrys Iw elvo to thirteen 
annas American In Ly allpur, it is four annas deslii and the rest is American I am talking of tho Lhenan 
colony except Toba Tek Singh where It is about eight to nine annas American 
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4966 Tkoce -vro ho eominorcial olnsaos of cotton m the Punjab Of course, a liiglicr price is dcmondtd 
for better cotton and a Iom oi pnoo foi inferior classes If it is agreed that I should pay at tlic rate of Bs 20 
forivhito cotton and I am given a loacr elass of cotton, or cotton luUi leaf or mixed nitb seed, I ivould 
nav a reduced rate say Bs 18 Dtslii cotton is not bought on staple In a good y cat, the staple of Gojra 
and Toba Xck Singh cotton Mould bo 3 Stlis to 7 ICths of an iiicli That is a good staple for dcslii cotton 
'Tins class of cotton is mostly sold under the name of Sind Punjab in Bombay and Karachi As a matter 
of fact there are no commoroial classes in this paitofllie country You in ly buy TobaTek Singh and 
Goita cotton at the same price as Lyallpui The price may depend on financial arrangements Lj allpur 
IS the centre of the colony and a natuc may pa\ licic a far higher price for an inferior quality than for a 
better quohtj at Gojra or Toba ToL Singh Conditions at Lyallpur arc better than at loba 'ick Smgli or 


4267 I see the Bombay quotations cvciy day and these do the factory OMiiors The Agricultural 
Department has made arrangements to publish the quotations overyuherc in tho colony I think the 
quotations posted m the markets are a little bit too high Tho factory ouners’ quotations arc on tho 
basis of Bengals They guide themselves on tho basis of Boiignls 

4268 Multan cotton has a better reputation simply because that district is more fit for producing a 
good quality of cotton , the chmate is clricr and the Lapas is thcicforc cleaner than it is here, especially' 
north of Lyallpur Tho vaiicty is difleront and the eotton is silkier at Dcia Gliazi lilian There Mere no 
gins there fifteen a ears ago and tho cotton m os all tlinrla (hand gmncd)of fine supciior class As to Multan, 
the railnaj facilities thoio, oiiablc the ginucrs to bung kapas from other dHtiicts and mix it Mith real Multan 
up to fifty per cent and the cotton is sold as Multan Tlicic is very little pure Multan cotton non a dais 
It IS miscd Mitli other 1 aneties Amritsar cotton is a •'goad tfcs/i i cotton There arc varieties of cotton 
coming from Saharanpur and other places Mhich arc also quite good cottons The days of desJn cotton are 
over in this colony In two or thico ycais, there will bo nodcsln left As regards tho cultivation of 
American cotton in Multan, it depends on irrigation they must li.iv o pcionmal canals to grow tho American 
typo American would do V cry well tlicio, especially at Dora GhaziKlian The iShahpur district would 
be another good centre of Ameiican cotton 1 think that, in thoHissar district, the cultivators will always 
giv 0 preference to wheat owing to high prices for Rajputana The prices of cotton willalways bo high but 
the present prices are abnormal I behove that, iii the Multan district, cotton could be extended under tho 
Sidhnai canal and in other places 

4260 I think that IE is quite a good cotton but I prefer the previous American v arfolies They 
M ere more silky and longoi in staple Of course, dE stands chmatio conditions better , it is a good 


cotton 

4270 I would suggest that imviiig should bo slopped and tho only way to stop it is to hconso 

the factories It is in tho intoroat of tho spinner of the zamxndar and of tho factory owner that 

it should bo stopped If you hconso the factories, I am certain that adulteration can bo stopped 
within tw 0 or three months , 

4271 The reason why I prefer other American varieties to 41? is that they have a longer and 
silkier staple Tho staph of 4E m tho 0‘iomb Colony is 3 4ths or perhaps 7 8ths of an inch If you 
take? 8ths of an inch as an average, it is a good stapilo Tlio predominant seed is now dE buttlureo 
or four years ago other varieties weie grown There was a variety which liad'a small seed which, I 

behove, was Jlomphis Missisippi It was vciy long in staple and very silky 4E isiougher,it is 

not as silky as the other varieties but stands tho climatic conditions better You cannot get pure 4F 
In some places it is loss mixed but contains tw o or three per cent of another variety Tho bulk of 
American cotton now is IE typo I do not buy asTE I buy Amcrioan which is mixed with other 
varieties of American seed In Montgomoiy, the 4E is more or loss pure but not in this colony It 
IS a very difiicult thing to make a selection of pure 4E They market it as 4E but of course there are 
different types of seed mixed in it One American is quite a different thing from another American , 
and therJore selection is uneven Tho higher class depends on the weather and tho watering of the fields 
I can show you pme American which one would think contained ton per cent of dvh, though that is not 
the case It is because it is pool kapaa When I send such cotton to Bombay or Karachi, I send it as 
American mixture When rfes/ii cotton is scllmg at the price of Rs 610 tho price of American with a 
mistmo of about five per cent dcslii would under normal coiidif ions ho about Rs OOO at least so far as this 
market IS concerned 1 do not think that you would get that price in Bombay 

4272 As regaids the mar^tmg of cotton, as stated m my written oviduioc, the zamaidars depend 
onthebanias Those biinias, who are called aratpaa advance money to ibo zatmndars The zamindars 
besides paymg interest on tho money advanced arc also bound to sell their cotton tlirough thorn 
iSomelimes these people speculate, they buy tho crop on the ground If the zammdara could be 
induced to hrmg their kapaa direct to the open imndis w hen tho crop is ready and get rid of the 
middleman, they would reahze much bctlei prices and it would bo much bettor for them and for us Tho 
bnniasdoiiot fix the price of cotton when they advance more money except when they buy the crop forward 
I cannot say vvhether, m tho case of forward buying, the laimiitfars get the proper puce of the day but now 
that the crop has begun to movo, ho g ts the piico iiioro oi less The aralyas hrmg the kapaa to tho giimiug 
factories They sell the cotton to tho factory owners or to others Owmg to the advances, tho zammdara 
rccciv c from the arcityas, they arc tied down This could probably bogoiiid of by some system of co 
operative banks or Eomethmg of th it kind In this colony, some very good zammdara are not dependent 
on tlicaratyaa The ramiiidars here are more prosperous tlian in any othei distiiot in India In spite of this. 
It is their custom to ask for adv ances If tho Gov criimcnt collected the asses ment tw o months later, the same 
thmg ■" °uld go on They are alw ays in debt It is v eiy difficult to stop the middlemen altogether in India 

allaro sold through arafyas 

<i They all buy' and soil on their own account Owmg 

to tho tiifliouUics of railvv ay freights due to tho scarcity of w aggons, they arc sellmg now locally but before 
Uic waggons uimoully,! should say two thirds of them used to send cotton ducot to Bombay and 
arachi Ihoy have a lot of bankmg facilities and they get three quarters of the value of tho cotton on 


42/4 Jly expciienoo of the Government auction sales is very' good as the zammdara cot the highest 
possi e price The pr ices are at times higher than the Bombay and Liverpool prices The prices at the 
auctions are not a criterion of the price ruhng during tho day as there is a good deal of jealousy between 
factory owners who laisc tho price The factorv owners do not work on a sound basis, They buy 
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expecting lugher prices tomorroii Suppose this higher price is not rcilued, the huyci buys desh md mixc. 
xttoioaucethecostof the Amcncan He can always reduce the cost of IiiS* cotton b\ niiMn*' dcshi 
with It Jo 

4276 TIio American A.apas that comes in mthis colonj 13 badl> watered There has been much 
watering during the last two years There 13 no watering by factory owners Tho zajnm Jars water the 
ground very badly and thca they collect the kapxs and put it on the wet ground and then the} rcmo\o 
It to the carts This should bo stopped When the American kapas has been watered to this extent, it spoils 
thc^bruhancy of the colour and the st ijdc It takes several w ecks to dr> it thoroiighh Thiscancasilv be 
stopped It IS not duo to picking m the cxrly morning Pickmg begins at 10 o’clock American kapas is 
damper than acsni but for the last two years, it has been ovcrwatcred It is the zamitulars who do it, not 
the factory owicrb It is ail nonsense to say^ that cotton gets Mctouing to piching in tho early 
niorrmig I would suggest tho stoppage of wateiing by penalising it in tho \arious mandis (markets) I 
think tho Deputy Commissioner could very easily do that by informmg tho chaudhns (market authorities) 
that any cart that come in containing unnatural dampness would be heavily penalised At landnn 
walla, the dampuig amounts to as much as seventeen to eighteen per cent in some carts Iho top is fairly 
dry hut when you put ymur hand into it, you fi id that it is damp That spoils the brilliancy of the 
cotton entirely If the c arts arc unloaded when they come in, it is quite all light but, if not, the cotton 
gits fcrinanted Cotton seed is an oil seed and it is bound to ferincilt if damped and, after ferment ition, 
tho hnt become^ y ellow Iliaae seen /ajios damped by ram owing to not being covered by a tarpaulin 
and fermenting after three or four day s The mixing and the watering of Inpns can bo slopped very' easily 
I have been informed that tho &ikh zaniindars do not damp but that the Muhammadan zamtndars do so, 
especially tho janghsol this colony 

4276 When American cotton was first introduced in this colony, American and were mixed in 

tho fields but now you wall hardly Jind a field of American'^ cotton containing more than one or tw o 
per cent of deshi The mixture takes placein the factories and the American Ia 2 icis that come, in from tho 
villages comes in pure Tho greatest mixture you w ill find is less than 1 1 per cent The ginneries mix thirty 
fi\ 0 to forty per cent In the beginning of this season, tho mixtuic was vbout fifteen to eighteen percent 
The buyers understand Punjab American better than they used to do and they arc more careful now I beliov e 
tho best w ay to pro\ cut mixing is to license the factories and fix a penalty Tiiere is nonnecessity to mix dcshi 

w ith American m order to improve tho col lur if tho American is properly dried You will find heaps of 
desfu cotton lying in the compounds of tho factories tor ten to fifteen days before it is ginned whilst 
American is ginned immediately on arrival because otherw ise it w ould lose weight If American lajm w ere 
dried mote, there would not bo so much leaf in it American cotton is always leafy on account of its 
dampness Tho gins also arc not (juito fit for Ameiican lapas There is always a cry of cut seed As 
a matter of fact Aiiiorican lapas is better in colour than deshi , but the cultivator spoils it by watering 
Tho ginners find It difficult to gin wot kapis When buying wot cotton, thev do make a deduction on 
aeooimt of dampness Tho only way to stop deliberate mixing is by licensing tho factories Theinspco 
tionsjunder tho licensing system could bo done by the local authorities If once or twice a week, a man 
wore sent to factories whore mixing is done, they could easily detect it especially at night, before tho seed 
IS remox ed from tho factories and they could see the percentage of dcshi Once tho factory owners know 
that the inspectors arc after them they will stop mixing, although I believe that, in tho course of tho nest 
tw o or throe years there will not be any dcshi to be mixed in this district If there w ere some control, it w ould 
bo better, otherwise people arc free to do any'thing they like Tho withdrawal of the license would bo 
quite enough As to tho suggestion that there should bo a central committee in Bombay to control the 
licensing, I do not see how Bombay can control Lyallpiu Lwonsiiig should apply to the pressing factories 
also No mixing is done by tho pressing fiotorics after cotton has boon gmned Ginned deshi and 
ginned American cotton cannot be mixed Tho mixture takes places before giniimg If ginned dcshi 
cotton IS mixed with ginned American, it can bo detected immediately As to cotton being brought 
m Lyallpur and sent to Karachi or Bomb ly with tho Multan mark, I personally would not buy cotton 
because the halo was marked Multan I should buy it on its merit If licensing were mtroduo d, I 
would certainly make it compulsory that every bale should boar the name of tho station and the name 
of tho pressing factory This can be done , I do not sec any difficulty about it 

4277 I would not suggest a separate classification for Punjab American separate from Punjab Sind 
So far as I knoxv there is no class lieic Of course the Amoiic'n is a clis^ by itself so far as the staple is 
concerned As to how it should be classified if that is necessary', that is entirely for the Bombay 
and Karachi markets to decide 

4278 (Mr Ilodglinson) Tho actual damping is done by the xamindars Tho fapas is damped after 
it has been picked T he ground is watcicd three or four times and the /(ipas is put on it and left there for a 
day I have had no experience of saw gins 

4279 There wore throe or four saw gins here in Jaramvala which my firm brought but 4 P has not 
been ginned in them I knoxv the owner ginned some dcshi cotton three years ago in saw gins and 
despatched it to Bombay hut could not sell it there 

4280 Tho prices obtained for American cotton at tJic Government auctions are too high Ihc high 
prices are not altogether due to tho fact that tho cotton is subsequently mixed A good exporter w ould 
not mix The bulk of tho cotton IS marketed in open Jimiirfic 

4281 {Mr Henderson] I have boon to America 1 was there for five or six years I worked in 

Calvcrton, Houston, Texas Houston is a staple district I did not work m Mississippi I worked in 
Augusta, Georgia A lot of Mississippi cotton goes through Augusta to Mobile and Charleston I have 
not seen cotton in America as good as Egyptian Tho American nulls use very lugh class cotton and so far 
as I loiow they import Egyptian cotton every year up to 150,000 bales If they could grow such cotton, 
there would be no necessity to import Egyptian cotton This import Ins not taken place during the last 
two }ears It Las been going on since 1894 'ind 1896 when I was m America Chcroni Bcnaki is tho name 
of the exporting firm It had a branch flim at Boston „ nr u 

4282 Cotton improves as one goes south of Lyallpur American would do very well in the Multan 
district and inDera Gliazi Khan South of Multan up to Shujabad and Bahawalpur, it would bo far 
superior to Ly allpui Of course, that depionds upon irrigation As to w hethor there has been any 
deterioration m dll’, during the last four years this year’s cotton is not as good as it was last year 
This is not due to deterioration, but to unfavourable chmatic conditions I beheve the area of Amenean 
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cotton m tho three colonies, vi: , Chciinb, I^incr Enri Doib iiul .Tlidum. Ihii. \iir will be 200,000 
to 210,000 acres No\t jcir (lie nua Mill be laii^cr imnccotml of thobij,i> inais tins vuir 

4283 The Irrigation Dexiartmcnt never re]) «r Ihiir c iiialH in linio for early Muteimgs They should 
ahiavsdo it m tho m niter mid be ready todiatnbiitc the Miiter i irlv in Ai>iil or b\ the end of Manh liny 
Bhouldnot leave tho canals for repairs till M ireh American eotton iniist be bom n befori </f ‘In 

4284 As to seed distribution, piople arc more nn\ioiis to ge t Inieriran seed than they were four or 
five years ago feo far asthis colony is eoncerned, I do not thinhit jiomble to imjirove tho pro (lit 
system of distributing bccd You ean get thoiisniMls ofmtumlsof praetie illy jiure \meiienii cotton 
with not more than two poreont th<hi mIhcIi is good enough 

4285 (illc Roberts ) I have seen a good deal of \mcrican cotton in the futd The \ii Id, I rhoiild ray, 
la'feia niauiids per acre or perhaps five and three quarters on an average Aincric in coiiipari s verv favour 
ably with (fci/n Tins year has been a bad year I put my last estimate at TiJ to six mauiulH per aero 
Tliode«/ii lb far below this owing to the y ery unf ivourable chmntio conditions in Sovi iiibir and iiptotho 
middle of December last In every mov, tho Amine in lias done bcttir than the rfrj/ii Iti' n much safir 
crop It has been safer fortliolast twoor three years I hav i bee n here Mine I'KU! Ihave sicnthc 
American grown in this colony since then It was then on ihinallicale Ihc rnminlnr dois not care now 
for dcs/ii They all yv lilt Amcrieaii in tins colony I believe, in tljp Jlichim colony, ithas stood flimatic 
conditions better and the yield is better 

4280 It IS dillicult to say whether tho zomiii'/ori pn fer eottnn to yihiat W In at is, as you 1 nov a 
favourite crop of tho I'liiiiii'/dr , he docs not forget lus fodder but, of loiirse i olton lotnosncvt It 
Mill gradually take tho place of form With tho present priees of Es 1‘) to 21 of Xo/ai', 1 belli v c in at y t ar 
tho soiungs of cotton will bo mere ISC 1 by 2'5 per eeiif proyidid of o lurso then art show i rain tin bi ginning 
or Olid of March and plenty of canal w iter 

4287 I do not know why tniid and I’linpib are cl i lUlnd togitlnr Thiy an ipiiti difVcrint inetyh 
Sind la a bettor cotton than roscimi, and the htapic of the I'unjnb dc*fii is bitter Sind cotton is very 
rough 

4288 There IS no doubt that the Hollers of I otton here an ciHourat,eal to p''odui c a good quality It 
13 the buyer’s intcrcA to have a higher ehv-,, U you give him a aiipv nor lollon, In will givi vnu a Mipitiot 
price The ginning factories are now boeiniung to rteogiuso this 'rinn has bten in iiiiprovimi nt in this 
direction Though tlio sjwm fur is muelnn tho hands of the fi'iiim there is virv httlo forward billing, 
cspooiallv of /apus It is a diflerent thing to be obliged to Hell cotton tliroiieh a bania and to bell it 
direct There is much less mixing than in the past It has unproved 1 hue bien told that in Doinbav 
Atuorioaii cotton which was considered jmro re distil Us .I'i) nnd that \iiitric in i otton mixed with 
thirty per cent iWn reahsed the same price, but I consider this impossible live per cent might tscapo 
dolcolion but not thirty per cent 

4289 (Presidcul ) As to tho cotton forcoasls, 1 will conrine my remarks to this provinef The 
forecast lictc 13 more or Icbs aeournte so far ns tho ana ii conteriii<l Non ri i ry thing (Icfiends tut the 
estiraato of yield There is a great dilTerciieo between our yield and Hint of Oovirnmcnt Out vitld 
frequently differs from Gov oriimcut by forty per eent Tho (loyeriiment c'-liiiintc is always too low Our 
results arc accurate It would bo quite easy to get an aeiiirato cstimato if the 'Jnhsililar nnd other 
rovonuo ofUcials were compelled to ho more aieiiralc in tliiir t stmintcs of yield Tnl c tho LyallptiT 
district, thero are 150,000 acres under American nnd dr'fn cotton 'Hint is the' Gov irnmenl figure as 
well as our cstnnatc I make my cstimato of the crop of the I yallpiir dibtnel tm the basu of a cakiilntion 
atBl inaunds per acre at 57,000 bales of wliieh 48,000 biles arc Amincati If you ask tin eiiltiv ators, 
they will toll you flic outturn is only maunds to four mauiids per acre Tin so Tnhsililar > form their 
opinion accordmgly 

4290 1 do not consider tho pressing returns very Pivtisfiietory at pn sent It Mould he n good thing to 
make them conipulsorv by legislation, but care must be taken to iiiiliide t otton coiiiiiig In to a district to 
bo ginned and to oxeludo cotton going ont Ibnppose I buy loose cotton 1 linye nu dmiv pnss at Jliuiiirii 
nnd I do not want to press it here I send it from Lyollpur to t’hak ilhnmrn Jhis diouhl not be 
included twico over in tho production of the district 

4291 The fancy price which Mr Uohertsgotsnlhisnuctiiiiishas got soim thing to do with tin gimriiiifce 
given that it IS pure There is also pure Amcrienn cotton to begot imtsldo ot the auctions As an 
exporter of Amerienn cotton, I am niixlovis that Amiricaii lottoii should hi pusliid in tlie Punjab 
Multan IS a good place in which to push it Shnhpur is al,o a good ibslrict I bilicye that in (imo there 
will bo suflieicnt production to get a quotation on tin Liveipool market As n matter of fnet, this would 
already hav o been done had it not been for the war If the jirice of drs/n is high, the price of Amerienn will 
also bo high As to tho premium of American over i/n/ii, I heheye tho present price of AtiKncnn is 
rather too high This is duo to tho war and the fnilnro of the erop lycrywlitro all ovtr India owing to 
heavy ramfail ^ As a roUj,h figure, I should say that tho premium is Its G to 7 per mauiiil of cotton at 
prcsenli Its lO per Xhandt would bo a fair nverngo over dcsJit cotton This year ills more I have 
noticed a dctcnorntion in tho yield of cotton during the Inst ten y ears W hen I cninc here cloy on y t ars ago 
itwas quite high It yens fourteen to fifteoii inaunds per acre ot wheat and 7^ and lycn 8J per ncri of 
cotton Tho land IS getting exhausted and (here is very littlo innnnrc Instil to estimnre mx cotton 
crop at 8 to 8J inaunds In 1912 13, tho weather conditions were ideal but the crop of totlon was only 
OJ to 7 inaunds per aero 

Mr J. C EVAWGELINIDI, Agent, Messrs Ralli Brothers, Lyollpur. 

EVAJirtNED A* LlATtrOR, JANUARY llTlI, 1918 

Written elalcmcnt ? j; f o 

11 — COMMEllCtAli ASPEttT 

4292 (30) Local trade customs —The local customs regarding fho nnrketiilg' and selling of tho Lams 
vary almost in each market m tho Multan District, and may bo summarised as follows — 

(a) Zamtndars bring their stuff nnd sell it in the tnind’ through a commission agent very few sell 
then products themselves •’ 
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(d) 

4293 


(h) Village Sonicts sell 7<ipas m the mandt personally or through a commission agent for account of 
tdiniiiactr^ 

(c) Factory owners buy lajms m villages from zamxndars and Milage Jnnitrs and take dchven of the 
stuff locally or at the nearest railway station 

Before the crop is matured, factory owners and speculators buy lapxs at a fixed rate from zannndara 
and village banias, the seller generally receiving an advance of about Bo 1 per maund of lajma 

StandardBationof Commercial names —The various grades of cotton are known locally as 
American, desTti and chvrla Of courso the firms have their own classes for the various quahties 
of cotton and pay their prices accordmglv It is difficult to suggest any means by which the commercial 
names could be standardircd, ns zmmndars and the majority of the cotton sellers are ignorant of the various 
qualities of cotton 

4294 (32) Buying agencies — The zamindars should bo encouraged to deal direct with the buser 
without the interference of the middleman, who simply lives on the former Also the system in vogue in 
many markets to sell lapas on a certain basis of Imt, any diffcienco over or under tho basis to bo mutually 
recovered, should, for obvious reasons, bo abolished ^ 


' IT — Statistioai, 

4296 (34) Improvement of statistical information —Cotton press returns could not be relied upon for 
statistical purposes ns loose cotton and fapas sent from one district to another will not figure in them 
Railway returns shoning the quantity of cotton (loose or pressed), and lapas despatched to and from 
other districts would give accurate information 

4290 (35) Publication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — local traders receive dailj telegrams from 
Bombay and Karachi regarding the prices of cotton and besides the rates offered by buyers are known to 
them 

Mb J C EyANOEUKim called and examined 


4297 (Mr irndiii ) I have been at Multan ns well ns in Sind There are different kinds of cotton in 
each market but, on tho whole, the sj^stem of marketing is much the same ns Jfr Mdiadis has described for 
Lynllpur There is more forward buj ing The buv er makes advances to the zamindar and fixes the price 
For forward purchases, the pnee is always fixed Any change in tho price later on affects the bu 3 er of tho 
cotton and not the seller Either by mixing or by letting in crushed seed in the cotton or leaving I apas in 
it, the ginner protects himself against loss 

4298 I have no oxpencnce of damping in Multan My experience of American 7 apas is that it absorbs 
much more moisture than dedn lapas As the carts travel at night, especially at this time of the j ear, tho 
lapas absorbs much dew in it There is no actual watering in the ginning factories, none at all 

4299 Mixing IS done entirely in tho ginning factories Last year they did not do it much in Multan 
and this year I have noticed none in Lyallpur during my short staj They used to do a lot They used 
to import desln 1 apas from Jfontgomery and mix it with the Multan desht 7 apas which is a superior cotton 
Multan desln cotton always commands a higher price It is very difficult to give any opinion m regard to 
mixing The best thing would be if the buyers penalised it Legislation would improve matters to a 
certain extent but tho remedy remains entirely with the bnjer If the buyer penalised any mixed lot, it 
would be stopped ns it has already been stopped in the case of American cotton They do not mix the 
lint They mix tho 7 apas and after ginning it they sell the mixed lint That mixture should be penalised 
The Bombay buyers should penalise more heavily than they are doing now If the buyers are ready to 
buv these mixed lots, then factory owners will not stop mixing People rcabre now that for a less 
mixture of desln in America they get so much better price and there are many more buyers of puie cotton 
than for mixed lots Tlierc is a marked difference tins year On the whole, I consider legislation necessary 
It should be accompanied by the licensing both of ginning and pressing factories, one must go with the other 
Tliopenalty of withdrawal of the license would be quite enough, or a temporary closing of the factory 

4300 Kapas is taken from one district to another It is not always done for the purpose of mixing 
In some places they do it, because by doing so they can get belter rates It is transported both by rail and 
also by carts It depends on which is cheaper At present it is done by carts because there are no railway 
wagons available It is transported to a distance of soy twenty to thirty miles by road By railway they 
used to transport 7 apas from iSargodha to Kasiir Itisnot advisable that railways should make n rule prohi 
biting the transport of cotton from one place to another except in fully pressed bales This would, I think, 
interfere with trade There may not be enough ginneries provided in a particular place There may not 
be a ginning pool in a particular district or people may bring in their deshi 1 apas there for tho purpose of 
mixing wath desht to iniprov e the quality It is difficult to say whether lapas is exported from one district 
to another to improve the quality or to deteriorate it * in some cases you improve the quality and in some 
cases J oil deteriorate it It might be that cotton might be exported from one place to another simply for 
sale ns it w ns, because in such a case the market is the same cv en without any mixing being done It may 
pay a man in Multan to bring either American or desln lapas from Montgomery, gin it pure and sell it at 
Multan, because tho Montgomery man may not want to take risks There are men who do not want to 
speculate I do not think that it would be advantageous for the w hole of India to have transport by 
rail prohibited I think it helps the trade if lapas is transported from one district to another It is 
already done by carts and there is no reason why it should not be done by railways provided, of course 
thcieis no mixing The mixing is done by the factory ovvTiers in tho factories and if that were prevented, 
it IS of no consequence whether lapas is transported from one district to another provided it is ginned 
separately Legislation to control ginning factories is all that Is necessary 

4301 (Mr //odfffijisiw ) I have no experience of saw gin= I have seen only one in Mirpnrkhrs The 
Agricultnral Department had a saw gin when Mr Henderson was in Mirpurkhas It ginned Ainerican^ 
cotton grown at Mirpurkhas As far as I can remember, the American cotton there was superior to tho ono 
that wo have here, 4 F There was only a small quantity We sent about twenty bales to Liveipool and 

that got a good valuation t „„ „ 

4302 (Mr Henderson) There arc some saw gins at Nawabshah They have been jnt up a 

Nawabshah by my firm to gm American lapas bought from the Montgomery line I do not think they have 
been able to work them yet because they could not get tho lapas railed down , j i , 

4303 I consider that Sind is more suitable for cotton growing than the Bun nb The sell and climato 
areverj suitab’e and tho eultivators grow nothing but cotton They giow very little wheat or other 
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food crops IknowNarrabsl.nl. very well The cotton there .s all nndor .mmdat.on canals They sow 
the cotton fa, rlv late It depends entirely on the canals , they arc all mundnt.on canals and if the 
canals w late, the crops suffer I have not seen any American cotton grorvn on the inundation canals 

T do not Toallv remember what the 'vields are ■ , tit i i ^ r 

4304 I boucht some Amci.can cotton in iMirpurkhas We got a very good appreciation from our 
TCarachi office It was pure, especially Mr Bhurgn’s cotton Ido not hnow w hether there w as an j mixture 
of des/ii IP the American cotton there That w as the only lot of American cotton I bought in M.rpurkhns 
MvPTodooessor bought some before mj arrival thcic What happened afterwards I do not know The 
nrice was certainly higher than that of (Jesh I cannot remember b\ how much Before my arnyal in 
Mirnurllns I heard from our agent there that they had also experimented ivith Egyptian cotton at 
Mirwrkhas’and that American was more sncccssfiil than Egyptian I do not see why they should not get 
as good a premium there as they are getting here The cotton is much cleaner there than it is here on 
account of the dry climate Erom what I have seen in Sind, American cotton has grown all right If a 
proper premium were paid for this cotton there is no doubt that it would replace eh eh, proyidcd of course 
thc cuftnatorsgotthc water in time The irrigation arrangements should bo altered according to the 
necessities of the crop If the w atcr comes late, there is no time to sow American There is no cultivation 
of American cotton in Multan because the water supply comes late The zemtmlars sai that they have to 
sow it much earlier than thsh and unless thev liaa c watci in time tliej cannot do it I have not heard any 
opinion about its hardiness 

4305 I do not think that the Agr oultural Dcparlraenl in Sind had sufficient men to supervise matters 
As far as I remember, the production in Mirpurkhas of <he1n cotton was aeiy aery inferior and, when 
Mr Moulakis was our agent there, the Agr cnlti ral Department imported seed which our firm undertook 
to distribute to selected^ amiiiffcrrs in ordei to help to improve the quality By the importation of this 
Shakhobit seed the production was very much improved It w as due to that seed chiefly which the 
ramnidnr took to immediately The production of practically the whole area was improved a matter of 
50 000 to 55 000 bales I think there is some room for increasing the staff of the Agricultural Department 
in Sind but this IS hardly my business Mr Henderson was alone there I do not think there was enough 
staff at the time 

4300 (ilfr Pohcris) I agree with Mr Mihadis that Multan ismoio suitable for cotton than the north 
Piinfab and Sind perhaps is still more The only difficiilta , ns fai as American is concerned, is the proa ision 
of ivater at the time of sow ing If the present inundation canals w ere more safe and more perennial, it w ould 
help to a greater extension of American cotton There arc plenty of lands w hioh are not ciiltia nted at all in 
Sind I agree with Mr Miliadis that Multan and Sind arc quite suitable for American cotton You w ill 
get a raiioli better quality than here 

4307 There is not much hand ginned cotton now in the Punjab They used to bring a lot to Multan 
from Dera Ghari Khan but vera little is brought now 

4303 (Frmdcnl ) I agree with Mr Miliadis rs regards forcensts I cannot compare our estimates 
with Government estimates We base our estimates on our own information , our estimates are fairly 
aecuiatc I cannot express any opinion about the Multan district ns there are irrigated and unimgated 
land 

4309 The ginning and press returns should, I think be made compulsory provided of course they 
include the imports and exports to otlier districts as Buggested in my written evidence If they are made 
compulsory for the whole of India then the other figures would be aocurate 


Mr A. J W KllCHiN, CI.E, ICS, Deputy Commissioner, Lyallpur 

Examined at Lx^uxtuu, jANirAni 12Tn, 1918 •! , 
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Written statement 

4310 Erpenence — was Deputj Commissioner of Montgomeny 1898 1901, where much cotton is grown 
Exotic cotton was then hardly 1 noun, the actnntics of the Agricultural Department had not begun and the 
boll w orm rai ages w ere beginning The experience of those times are now out of date 

(2) I was Assistant Settlement Officer, Dera Ismail Khan, and Settlement Officer of Eawalpindi and 
Attook districts They are not cotton grow mg districts I liaie been Deputy Commissioner of Lyallpur 
and President of the Lower Chenab Agricultural Association since October 1914 to date During tins last 
period I have been m close touch w ith cotton cultivation and trade I have not a sufficient tcolmieal knowledge 
of agricultural and irrigation science to form a definite constructive policy, but must necessarily confine myself 
to criticism, suggestion, and oo operation I hope for great results fioin the Cotton Committee in tho forma 
tion of a hopeful, constructive policy, w Inch may secure tho approi al of Goa eminent and the nctia e oo operation 
of district officers and of enlightened zamindcrs 

(3) My ovidonco before the Committee must necessarily bo of a general character and confined to a few 
points of general importance On most of the technical points suggested in tho hst of questions, I feel that 
I can give no useful assistance 

4311 Mixing of cotton in the field — Tlie mixing of cotton is general As regards mixing in tho field, that 
can be improved by sustained and continuous effort through the Agrieultural Associations oo operative 
associations and official assistance Very much remains to be done, but steady progress is being made and 
tho rate of progress increases yearly The condition of the gimiing factories deserves the very serious 
consideration of tho Committee 

4312 Conditions in the' ginning factories — Tlio ginning factories in flic Lyallpur distiict are as follows — 
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The ginning iniUa are moro than arc needed to gin aU tho cotton produced To av oid oompotition, tho iiiilE 
at eacli p aoo comhino into a pool to fix prioea and conditions When a oomplote pool is foimed, U o or tin co 
o^y of tho faoloncs M ork and tho others remain closed Tho metalled roads and other commimic it ons 
of tho district connect villages v ith tho mandts but do not connect mandts v ith ono anothoi If a load of cotton 
IS brought into a ginning faotoiy and a proper price is not offered or if trouble is made over ueiLluncnt oi 
condition of crop, tho on nor cannot com oniently take itelsotthere. as all tho local f lotories are in combination 
and tho nc^t mandi is hard to reach The mandts can hold only \ery little cotton, so that tho local comniis 
Bion agents cannot keop and stoio cotton for a better market Tho iieighmcnts made inside tho faotouof 
Avith tho gates shut and tho carts unloaded are a constant source of giicvanco, uluch is often voiy gouuuic 
Tho V eights used are not untrue, but tho scales can bo loaded "and dues demanded T m zamtmlar m lin 
contest avitU tho ginning factory is from thu very nature of his commodity at a veiy serious disada ant n't 
Tho fact IS that, to some extent in all tracts, and very especially m the colonies m hero all land belong to novefn 
mont, tho ginning factoiies hold a monopoly in the cotton trade No new factory can bs built in the Eyallpur 
district, because all land acocssiblo to a railway station belongs to Goa eminent When now faotonob are 
•built, thej join the existing iiiigs sooiioi or latoi Monopoly should he under control At present a\o liiao 
monopolj avithout control, and tho ginning factories as at present administered rob tho zamindars and mix 
tho cotton to tho detriment of tho cotton trade and of future purity iii seed Thc^ are husuicss men in v lumy 
to maho money and follow their own immediate personal interests, without tlioiiglit of the future of Indian 
cotton production and cotton trade Incidoiitly they habitually break all tho factory Uws as rcgaixls hours 
of labour, ITohdajs, employment of children, etc Inspections are necessarily infrequent, d strict officers 
and their issistants no longer do mspeotions, and it pajs to break the law and to pay fines when detected 
Tho conditions of av ork in tho ginning faotoMS aie very bad mdoed 

(2) At tho cotton sales undertaken by tho Agricultural Department only to improve tho giadiiig and 
marketing of cotton, it has become habitual for the gmning factories not only to boycott tho sales, but to 
attempt actn ciy to prevent cotton solleis from coming in This is only done to avoid tho mdopondont w oigh 
mont and controlled conditions which are an essential feature of the sales It is Iiardly too much to say that 
tho ginning factories have combmed together to obstruct improvement m cotton grow mg and maikoting, 
as well as to aontmue insanitary conditions of employment There are hig hrras and mdniduils of puhho 
spirit who stand apart, but this is tho general condition of the ginning inUls 

d313 Necessity for control and suggestions as to methods — ^The only remedy is control — tho control which 
IS ncocssilated by tho monopolist nature of tho ginning trade Tho methods of oontiol which I suggest uo — 

(1) Establishment of cotton markets with ample storage accommodation Ihis would save tho 

zanixndar from his present need of soiling at any price offered in order to got avvay with his carts 
Tho effect would be to create middlemen as in tho giain maiJiet I put out this suggestion 
tentatively for examination by Indian expert opinion I am not sure whether a suiBoiout 

^ demand exists 

(2) Establishment of a licensed factory at each mandt, to run only under conditions imposed by Govern 

ment and on hoense If sites were provided, several big fums would rmi on license In now 
colonics, all ginning factories should liold their land on strict conditions ns to managomont 

(3) A market law is required, prohibiting under penal clauses certain well known acts of adulteration, 

determining woighmeiit and storage conditions and in other wajs preventing tho individuil 
Swindler whothor bujoi or seller from dopartmg to his advmtage from tho general moral oondi 
tions of tho trade As regards other methods of improving exotic cotton, I hive nothing new 
to propose Tho agencies are aheady m existence, mz , the Agricultural Dopaitment, the oo 
operative societies, agricultural associations and district ofTioors Tho agencies are sufhoiont, 
but the activities need to bo stimulated Tho Agricultural Department must aim at a groat 
Increase of personnel and that without departmentalism The district should bo tho unit of 
administration and the agency should be moreasmgly Indian I look for the time when evoiy 
highly cultivated tahsil will have its agricultural assistant woikuig in association with though 
not under tho control of tho District Officer When all tho agencies are working together and 
gathering strength, w o may expect to find vast improvement Cotton is of course only ono 
of tho crops wlueh will benefit No legislation is wanted atpiesent There will ho time 
' enough for legislation when a general public opinion has oxpiesssd itself on tho general piin 
oiplos of ogrioultural improvement It may then ho necessary to protect by legislation tho 
general pubhc from tho malpractices of laay or mdiffeient mdivMuais 


in — Statishcai, 

4314 (33 and 34) Improvement of cotton forecast and other statistical information —As regards the 
present cotton forcoasts, I do not think thoro can be serious argument or dispute The foicoasta aio 
almost worthless The area figures are correct Tho jiclds oilapas and lint are all wrong The Punjab 
Govermuelit are in possession of tho facts, and are fully sensible of the most unsatisf lotory chai voter of tho 
vv ork, and are considering methods of impiov ement I think it uimecossary to go into det ills But it is 
necessary to insist upon ono point Tho old method by w liiob tho provincial forecast w is tho sum total of 
tho forecasts leooivcd from districts is altogether bad It la not worth the while of an individual district 
officer to tiftvo extra tioublo when ho knows that his good work will ho swamped by tho had work of othera 
Tho estimato must ho tho individual work of tho Provincial Director, prefciably tho Diiootor of Agrioultuio 
and ho should uso tho district reports as his material, but should not ho bound by them Ho vull naturally 
pay moro attention to tho careful reports received than to the careless ones It should bo the Direotoi s 
duty not only to prepare tho estimato, but to justify each estimate by tho next and to Piatif^ eaohjeai s 
■estimate by tho subsequent press returns, railway and export returns Ho will mako mistakes , ho should 
not fail to admit mistakes and to profit by them But ho w ill loam Tho economic branch of tho ooUogo staff 
should ho able to give assistance in testing and re testing agrioultural estimates and statistic^, and tUis 

should ho thoir first duty i i i * „e 

(2) Tho cotton press returns now received aro now, I believe, very macourate No legal rogiUaton ol 
cotton presses would ho complcto which did not londoi tho submission of correct returns i legal neccssitj 
Even now disti at offlceis could extract hotter returns from cotton presses than they aio over likely to „upply 
voluntarily to tho Director at Headquarters 
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. T 11 pstmiitpq the d6fiiHte aim slionld be, to utilise tbo agricultural staQ more and 

(3) In all matters of crop eatimatea tM acM^t 

more and to depend less and prepared entirely by the agrioultural stall The areas mil 

bj the diLiot staff, and the final areas of crop returns in the Punjab ue more 
ala ij s DO suppi u j m the w orld It sliould be possible to say as muoli of the crop estimates 

accurate^ an y 'J ^ j.^ve to sUom exotie and to/« cotton separately m out crop 

returns The yields aii so different that it is difficult to estimate corieotly mtliout sop irate erop figures 
T1 ere is no difficulty m preparing such figures, but as all the iiatcr rates are differentia cd on crops and os 
esotm cotton is mom valuaWo than desh, the fact of differentiation in crop returns might give cause to an 
eScctation of differential assessment, and might hinder progress This difficulty is real enough, but the effect 
on cotton cultivation m ould not be considerable Hon over I should ii eloomo a pronounoemont by Govcniniont 
Zt thew Mas no present intention to differentiate aiator rate= on different varieties of cotton Government 
could Inidlv be asked to bind the future policy of future Govcnimcnts, and a declaration of present policy 
M ould be sufficient The Canal Department, mIucIi is the assessing Department, do clifforontiato nmv for 
statistic il purposes only, and there is no indication of any check thereby on the roplaomg of poor des/n 
cottons by exotic cottons Asa matter of fact, tbo advantage of the oxotio staples mIioio there is an 
advantigofaroutMOiglis any possible difference of water rate , „ 

4315 (35) Publication of Liverpool and Bombay prices— Dailv puce lists arc now being posted mall 
the markets of thoLyallpur district Thej cause lively satisfaction tosowi?«/aw, who value thorn highly 
In the case of ono market, Tandliamv ala, the difference betMoen Lj allpur and local prices fell m a fen dojs- 
from Rs 2 to a few annas The former diffotcnoe was duo to a piShiioious ring, uhioh has been weakened 
by the cotton price returns aided in this instance bv a little healthy offioial pressure and by publicity 


Suppletnentary written statement submithd hi/ Mr A J IK Kitcliin, C I E , 1 0 S 
4316 fjispectvoji of ginning factories — Previous to the Factorj’ Act of 1911, tho Inspector of Factories 
in each district w as the Civil Surgeon, w ith tho District Magistrate as ez officto Joint Dispector Tho inspoc 
tiona were found to be done in a very pcrfiinotor}’ manner, and after tho passing of tho Factory Act, a qualified 
Factory Inspector w as appointed The range of his duties lies ov or tho Punjab, North West Frontier Piov moo, 
Dcllii and Ajmer Mem ara Hia duty is to inspect every factory tvneo yearly and every seasonal factory 
(j e , gimiing mill) once in tho season The District Magistrate is still a Joint Inspector, but is not oxpeoted 
to do any mspootion and in fact, does nothing Tlie conditions of woik in tbo gmnwg factories are described 
in lur d colours m paragraphs 12 and 13 of the Punjab Factories Report of 1916 In that report, it m ill bo noted 
that tho conditions are m orst in tho distnots of Gnjrann ala, Jhang, Lyallpur and Montgomery In other m ords, 
the conditions are v\ orst in the Low er Chenab and Low or Ban Doab colonies Now m tho colonics tho gmnmg 
factories are only m the colony towns, where there are mandis wliero there are generally resident officials 
of some standing and where inspection could easily be arranged for Thus wo find the conditions at their 
worst, where they could bo at tlicir best Moreover they iro at their worst in tljoso tracts wlicro tho officers 
of the Agricultural Department are most m touch with agriculture and trade Within tho last few weeks, 
the Inspector of Factories has joined the Army and Deputy Commissioners have boon called upon to make 
their own arrangements for inspections Tho results have at once followed that the departure of the singlo 
over worked Inspector has resulted in a great increase m tho frequency and effectiveness of inspections In 
the last few days, I have personally caught one factory working at luglit without porinission, and have found 
three children of about ten years of age at work In* addition an Extra Assistant Commissioner, inspootmg 
under my orders, has foimd ono child under age at work and 1ms pomted out numerous defects of less serious 
nature The inspection work is only beginning The influence of these inspections has been marked not 
only as regards conditions of labour, but in tbo attitude of tho gmners to tlio zamindars Monopoly working 
and monopoly swindling is breaking down False scales are known to bo used, but wo have not yet deteoted 
any oases Thus the removal of the official Inspector hos improved tho inspection How aro wo to stop 
these factories working on holidays or at forbidden hours unless they aro watched and watched oontmuously ? 

(I ho highest penalty under the Factory Act is a fine of Rs 200 TJie factory owners can afford to pay such 
fines and to defy the law Tlio Factory Inspector at his best can only oatcJi them onoo or tw loo a year 

(2) My proposal is that the Deputy Coramisoioner should again be made responsible for inspection of 
ginning factories m his district It is a univoreal rule m India that departmenkihsm always breaks do^vn, ^ 
and that local administration is alone successful Tho Faotoiy' Inspector is moat necessary, but his duty 
should be to exercise a proiessional supervision over tho inspections done m districts. An exact analogy 
will bo found in distilling inspection and in the prevention of illicit distillation I suggest that ordinary 
ginning factory inspection should bo done by Inspcotois and Sub Inspectors of Excise under tlie general 
Buperv mion of tho Excise Officer and of tho Deputy Commissioner It would be easy to arrange for 
w eekly mapeotiona, and for regular inspection om Sundays and atnigbt Tho Agricultural Department 
^ might fairly be called in to lielp They have exceptional opportumties of giving assistance Such 
unprofessional inspections might well he confined to simple unprofessional matters — hours of working, ago 
of children, weights and scales, saiiitaiy conditions and so on All this could be done at once and without 
any legislation whatever The immediate result would be to securo correct pressing returns, which aro now 
not obtained at all, and a much closer control over tho relations of the ginning mills with the cotton trade 
Tins can be done without legislation and at once As regards legislation, it should bo possible to hoenso fac 
tones and to withdraw the licenses of those factories wlucli disobey the provision of the law and of rules made 
under tho law There w’ould be no need to limit tho number of gmnmg faotones, if proper conditions w ere 
enforced effectively m the gmmng factories w Inch are allow ed to w ork The trade of gmnmg is a monopoly 
trade and official control is most necessary and desirable 


Mr A J W Kitchin, G I E , I G S , called and examined 

4317 (iVr Igodia ) I am speakmg without export knowledge I am talkmg only from tho point of 
’now 01 a clistriot officer As to tho question of difficulties in regard to vvoighmoiit m tho factoiioa, 1 believe 
that untroo weights and sc.ile8 are used but Ibavo not sufficient ovidcnoc to soouro a conviolioii 

4318 X am producing somothnig which may mtoregt the Committeo (Aunoxuro I) It is tho pool aerec 
meiit entered mto by the gii^ig factories m Lyallpur -nd extracts from tho prooocdlnga of mettmgs of thei 
members of tbo poo! It will be seen that at a meeting held at Lyallpur on the 16th November 1917, the gumers 
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a^ccd thH no partner would got cotton cleaned or kept free from nurture owing to the difficulty m obtamme 
labour So hero there iH a pool bound not to get cotton cleaned Ihavonothadthoopportunity of compar mg 
tins eopj of the agreement with the original documents hut I believe it is correct Amongst otherthmgs 
objections arc made to the use of the presses for baling bMm (fodder) for the use of Mic rrmv m 

MesopotT-mLia ^ 

Scnerally alleged that neighmentsare wrong 1 have not been able to get any evidence vhich 
would justify me m a proseoution' The u eights so far os I have hod them tested are riiht ke blame is not 
all on one side W o kmow that the zammdar waters his lapas, puts his best cotton on the top of the cart, his 
vorst in the middle and bricks at the bottom 

4320 I do not know avhether there is any deliberate damping done in the ginning factories It is not a 
point on avliich I can speak w ith authonty I do not know whether the people mix the cotton of different pick 
mgs or different varieties My own belief is that the zamindars do not care what they do I am not a cotton 
c\peit and I cannot speak with authority on the matter 

4321 As to avhether pools cannot bo done away with by legislation, my own view is that legislation 
should follow public opinion rather than precede it As to the stopping of damping by legislation, I have put 
m a supplementary note in which I have advoc-ted such a measure You won’t get any final settloment of 
the matter wathout legislation but legislation may take time Preparatory to the enactment of legislation, 
a groat deal could bo done by enforcing the law as it now exists Since I warote my supplementary note, 
my experience of inspecting factories has given me more knowledge of the subject It is only three w ecks old, 
1 c , since the Factory Inspector w ent to the avar Since waiting that note a w cek ago, I h'* vo found factories 
working at mght wathoiit a break in 27 cases, and working on Sundays in six c'ses , children were employed 
m twoh 0 cases This w •'s all in the course of last week Under the Factory Act, if the number of persons 
omplojod simultaneously or one daj is less than fifty on one day, the Act docs not apply at all A small 
factory conta ining ten or twelve single roller gins can bo worked w ith an establishment of less the n fifty persona 
It IS not then necessary to follow the provisions of the Factory Act You c-n employ boys and gu-ls of anj ago, 
j oil can work the factory day and night, in fact, you are free from any kind of restraint whatsoev cr I should 
like the Factory Act amended to 'deal wath such oases 

4322 It IS true that the pool profits come out of the pockets of the cultivators but I do not know enough 
to condemn pools absolutely But it is certain that the pool is banded together to make a profit out of the 
cultivator At one of the markets in this district, Tandhanwala, there is a close pool of two factoncs When 
wo st-Tted publishing Lj allpur prices, the price of cotton as compared with Lyallpur went up by Rs ItoRs 1 8 
a maiind I have a list showing how the prices wont up each day during the month of November These 
two factories combined to keep tho price fixed at that plocc That has boon the most striking case of the 
results of posting puces in tho mamh Of course the trader know tho prices more or less before but tho zamtn 
dnrs did not Now ho does This monopoly was created by Government Government only can give out 
land in tho colonies They gave out land in this case for two ginneries and presses They w ore put up and 
nobody could put up any more because they could not get a site from Government As to ginning and pressing 
charges, I suppose thoj are such as to leave a good profit I could not tell you what tho profits are but thoj 
are supposed to be largo Pools ought to bo controlled As to the method by which they can bo controlled 
I can 0 ilj suggest various methods, but hero again, I am speaking without expert knowledge of tho trade 
I O'!! only point out tho difficulties Licensing would do it Mffiat I want to impress upon the Committee 
IS tho reality of the scandals in connexion with ginneries and presses and to ask them to find a remedy 

4323 Then as regards tho sale of cotton, when tho Agricultural Department hold "uotion s''ics, they 
not only soli tho cotton but they look after tho weighmont also, which is directly against tho interest of tho 
ginncrs, or I should say against their apparent interests I would suggest tho establishment of cotton markets 
wath ■'mplo storage accommodation May I venture to say that I should like the agnculturil associations 
associated with them 7 I do not know whether that would meet tho difficulty at all There is at present 
no storage accommodation in any market for loose cotton A man comes with his cart to tho maikot, ho 
cannot store liis cotton "nd has to take wliat price ho can get for it The establishment of separate cotton 
markets for O'’ oh district has been suggested In fact, Mr Roberts and I are under engagement to start one 
at Lyallpur but we are waiting to see what tho Committee recommends We want more storage godowns 
Tho proposal was accepted by a Committee which met in this room about eight months ago but lam not in 
a position to say whether it would meet tho difficulty or not or whether there is anj’ real demand foi it It 
IS not a subject which I have threshed out with tho people It would not, of course, meet all difficulties 
Cotton IS tho ono crop which wo cannot store There is plenty of accommodation in the mandi, "nd in the 
houses round for storing ton thousand tons of wheat Another mandi would be necessary Tlicn there is 
the question of tho establishment of a licensed factory in each mandi What I mean (I am assuming that 
WO do not propose to legislate) is that one standard factory which w ould be run on decent lines should bo put 
up at each mandi and that would make tho worst conditions of a pool practically impossible I am assuming 
that you arc not going to control all factories It is no use asking for Government factories There is little 
chance of Government starting ono but you might got a Government controlled factory You could get that 
without much difficulty A site could be found even now at Lyallpur I have also suggested that a market 
law is required We have no market committees or market rules as in the Central Provinces Of course 
we have chandhris but they are unable to enforce any rule I should likd to hav o a market law asm the Central 
Provmccs That was what T had in my mind I will mention a concrete case Cases of watering of wheat 
existed m ono of the mandis It was condemned by tho chatidhris and it was condemned bj tho traM I 
caught a gross case and the man was convicted It was held, on appe"!, I suppose correctly, that no offence 
had been committed There we have the mandi, tho chandhris, the exporters, tho trade and mjsclf all trj ing 
to stop an evil and wo all failed More mandi opinion is not sufficient against an individual defaulter unless 
tho law IS behind it As to whetlici I would advocate a lawsiimlartothat intho Central Provinces not only 
regulating how cotton is to bo marketed, but also prescribing tho rules under which brokers, orafyasandlicenscd 
w cighcrs are to work I should welcome ns much legislative control ns the Committee could bring thcmsclv es 
to propose but I could carry on w ith less The Committee could hardly propose more control tha n I w oul 

" 432°4 In ton or fifteen years, w e shall liave a net work of the Agricultural Department all ov cr the province 

They will, of course, be in close touch w ith tho Deputy Commissioner everywhere We shall got them in - na 
out of every branch of our work, if the Punjab is going to bo of any use in a griculture Tho difference in ic 

lastfivoyoarshasbccntromcndousandinthonoxtfivoycarsit willboovengreatcr lammmpiy prop lesjring 

(fforc students wall be turned out of this college During the three j cars I have been in Lyallpur, I have seen 
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"Ti enormous cIifTcrcnco The six montlis class m tho college is congested, owing to tlio n ant of class rooms 
and teachers If is proposed to open another school at Gnrclaspur Tho demand for agricnltnial education 
both clcmontara and advanced, is enormously in excess of tho present supply There is a rush to fill every 
can in the class rooms and one of the troubles of the Agricultural Department is that officials come hero for 
training Cendidatcs for Government service come hereto go through courses There is a proposal that 
Naib Tahsild-'rs should do so but tho difficulty is to find room for them 
4325 As rce"rds inspection of factories, there was no Inspector of Eaotonos until recently, t c eight or ton 
\ cars ago The Cia il Surgeon w as tho inspector and tho Deputy Commisaionor n as tho joint inspector Tho 
Cml Surgeon used to get a fee for inspections Ordinary inspections, I believe, uero not very noil done 
Then tho F-'ctorv Act M-s passed end an Inspector of Eaotories was "ppointed Tho Factory Inspector 
has I believe, something like 308 factories to inspect in the course of tho year Ho has to cover four provinces, 
c n North West Frontier j?ro\ince, Punj-'h, Delhi and Ajmer Moruara The present Inspector, Mr Taps, lias 
gone to jrcsopotanur- I am told that they got about tuonty prosecutions in a ye'r for tho iiholo proa moo 
but I have iird 40 prosecutions in the last three weeks People 1 now when tho Factory Inspector is coming 
Tiio District M-gistratc Iw s pow ers under the Factory Act and I donot ask for any more powers I approach 
the question wath verj little 1 now lodge and I can only offer suggestions I am far from suggesting anyxom 
plotc scheme to bo aocopted for the whole of India I am only pointing out difficulties which I ha\ o met with 
from my e\-pcricnco of tho lest three weeks My own idea is to difforontiato between the big factories run on 
decent lines and the petty gins with then insamtrry conditions springing up all ovor tho country They do 
not deserve to come under the control of fully qualified mspectors They should bo handed over the control 
of the local authorities and the big frctorics should bo 1 opt for tho professional inspector There are lulcs as 
to tho conditions of Irbour, observance of Sunday, etc , but they are never observed I have not scon any 
fr ot ory w Inch docs not w oi k eat ra houi s nor have I been t o any factory in which childron were not employed 
There are cases hcio in which the machinery is absolutely unprotected Tho excuse is that fifty people are 
not employ cd in tho factory end thcreforo tho Factory Act does not apply Under tho law, no man avoaring a 
loose cloth is allowed to clean machinery while it is working A man wearing an'brdinary blanket started 
clc'-ning the machinery of ^ f" etory here durmg the last fortnight His blanket was caught in the machinery 
end lio'wrs killed Mho is icsponsiblo criminally ? I cannot find anv provision of law which makes tho 
manager cTimin'’lly liable, and so nothmg can bo done Tlio maximum penally under tho Factory Act is 
Bs 200 If " factort works at night and tho owner 18 fined Rs 200 only once, it would not matter much to 
liim but I doubt if be w ould do it if you caught him every time ho did it It used to be the case that oven 
District MagiBtT"tc w as hound to visit each factory m his district and send m a report about it I used to do 
it nn self I used to scud a notice saving that I was coming and ovorytbing was found m order when I went 
round I sent in a loport , sometimes I found mistakcsand sometimes I did not If I ina lo tho inspections, 
IwnsjmtdownmthoAnnualAdministiationRoportnshaving done my duty and if I failed, Iwas called 
upon for s n explanation One cannot expect a Deputy Commissioner to run round and inspect factories 
during the night Under tho present Act only an Inspector has powers Tho District Magistrate has 
iiowois as hois an Inspectoi under tho Act Among other powers, he has the power of entry into the 
faotoiy As a matter of fact, most of m y inspections are done by men othci^tban myself who have not the 
powei of outiy No one o^n s"nctionf piosooution except tho Inspector lumsolf If you add to tho numbot 
of Inspectors under tho Act, ei cry Inspector will liavo power to sanction prosecution and tho control aull ho 
rcinovcd from the head inspector of the district and will bo put into the hands of subordinates So, if you 
"dd to the number of mspcotois, 1 oil "dd to tho opportunities for corruption On every ground, the 
present Act is msufFtCieut 1 1 "a o merely suggc«*ed some ways in which something ran bo done 

4320 It IS the case every'w here that there are more ginning factories tha n there is worl cnougli for That 
IS wliy pools exist I do not see any particular advantage m giving concessions to ginning factories where 
there are too many in ordci to induce them to move The whole point about tbo ginning factories is that 
Go\ ernmont has created a monopoly itself and having created it, it seems to me that the responsibility lies 
upon Goa ernment to control it Tlio origin of the pool is busmess pressure I am not suggesting that a pool 
IS immoral in its origin. It may' have been duo to necessity but the result of this combination is restraint 
and damage to trade It is the case in tins province that ginmng factories liavo boon erected where there 
was no work for them with no other object than that of sharing in the profits of tho pools That is so hero 
too hut the conditions of the colonies are peculiar in that all tho land belongs to Government and tho conditions 
under which factories have grown up are the direct result of Government action, not of course deliberate, 
but, none tho less, the direct result of the policy adopted by it If yon look at Mr Taps’ annual report on tho 
Punjab, you will find that he says that conditions are worst in the districts of Gujyanawala, Jhang, Lyallpur 
and Jlontgomery Those are the colony areas Factories exist only in the colony toivns, where inspection 
is very easy Wlierever you get factories scattered all over tho district, inspection is not easy In the colony 
towns, it should be very easy, but it has never been done, tbough it is there that the worst conditions are 
said to exist 

4327 [3Ir Hodgtmson ) As regards the system of avoighing and tho scales that are used, so far as my 
experience goes, the ordinary beam scales are used m tho maiidis As regards untrue scales and weights, 
I have not hcenahleto find out rnj thing, but it is generally alleged by thoeammdurs that tbo scales are loaded 
The seller 1 “ always uresent when his stuff is weighed I do not suppose anything very serious occurs I 
have no right to say that weighments are habitually wrong I do not know that they are I know that It is 
generally assorted that they are Tlio weights I have seen are not stamped Wo have got a Weights and 
Measures Act hut it is not m force Wo could get a man under tho municipal regulations if ho was using 
untrue weights 

4328 As I Iwa o already said, the Factory Act does not apply to a factory which employs less than fifty 
men I do not know what was the original idea of that The factory inspector has to inspect every factory 
not less than tw 100 a year, and every seasonal factory not loss than once a year That is to say every ginning 
laotory Irstoheinspoctedonceayear I im advocating increased inspection and I say that it could bo done 

w itiioiit any increase in tho professional staff 

4329 [Mr Henderson ) As to the value of land from the agricultural point of view, a square is 28 acres 
iho price of land is rismg It is now Irom Rs 7,500 to Rs 8,000 a square Rs 260 an acre avonld be a 
pro ty rair aa crage It goes above that occassionally hut is seldom below There has not been on auction of 
land tor a 10 ^ tune, as tlioro is no Government land to sell now , but there is going to bo one nfext montli There 
IS a smaU o^onsion of about eight to nine tlionsand acres in tho south of tho district Tho district is fairly' 
comp 0 c Its irrigation conditions have been worked out and I am altogether against any inorcaso of 
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oultmtion I want tlio district to settle down as it la Wlion I oamo hero thrco years ago, tlio Dopntv 
Commissioner had power to so 1 land at a fiTed pneo At my own suggestion, tho poLr has been f p hen 

a-vv'vy Tlio pnoo I havo mentioned 18 tho pneo at wUich land clnngcs hands I could not tell \ou how it 
oomparcs with tho other cana colomoa hut have no doubt tint it is very mtich higher We give full 
proprietary rights as one of tho conditions of tho sale j b h 


^ considered opinion as to whether there has been any detenoration in tho fertihtj of the 

land in this colony I know that the price of land 13 continually rising but it is generally alleged that the 3 lolds 
are not as high as they were I would rather not answer the question whether there is any foundation for 
that, as there arc others better qurlified to do so than I am I think the average yield per aero is a good 
deal above five maunds of kapas The settlement •'vovge is four maunds an acre all over tho colony I 
work on a supposed avoi^go of six and a half maunds I do not know whether that is oorreet Tins 3 car, 
although they wy that the crop has been a complete failure, I sent m 3 men round to me! 0 an estimate and 
I found it w IS five and half maunds I think six and a half maunds an aero is a good rll round figure As 
for wheat, I should say that tho average figure is half a ton 

4331 (Mr Moberls ) Hio rales drawn up for the American cotton ouetions have proved very useful 
this year I suppose they ate necessary It is the universal cry from tho zamindars that they find it very 
diflicult to get justice in the ginning factory That is one of the reasons for tho popularity of tho auctions 
Tho auctions are getting beyond control as so tnuoli cotton is coming m Wo are gettmg thousands of maunds, 
where wo were getting only hundreds a year ago 

4332 As to tho licensing of factories, I presume the Committee will lay down certain absolute conditions 
which are necessary for tho improvement of tho marketing of cotton m India and aay that the ginmng factories 
shall conform to tliem Tho w orkmg over hours and employment of children, are of secondary importance 
Tho licensing qiioslion could not bo w orked unless such control over factories w ere exercised as w ould make tho 
w holosalo Ignoring of tho existing law impossible Tho important thing is the license for trade conditions and 
not for sanit aty and faotoiy conditions It is for the Committee to say what tho miniimim standard should bo 
and to see that it is conformed to I should say that there is very littlo chance of gettmg a combination 
amongst gimicrs Tho ginncrs as a class are not interested m tho trade except for what they can get out of it 
Tho 3 ' are a good class but they are very largely members of other professions who are not m the cotton business 
at all Tho legal clement is very largo Jlio manager is never a resident m Lyallpiir and is always away 
AH tho owner w ants is a good return for his money and lie docs not caie how he gets it I do not sco much 
hope of 00 operation m existing conditions 

4333 As regards market lules, I would only ask that tho experience of other oountnes should be consi 
dored I do not w ant a aw arm of mandt officials As fai as possible tho arrangements should be run by tlio 
trade ifself Tho general moral sense of tho trade itself is very muoh higher than the moral standard of many 
of tho individuals who belong to it The trade itselt would imposo more careful and stronger regulations than 
are at present in force The ordinary cliaudhrts of mandts aro quite decent people but they are helpless 
against dofanitois No one appoints them They are just leaders of market OJiaudhri is a very loose 
term indeed but tlioy aro looked upon by their follows as loaders I ivould bo molined to give these chnndhns 
more legal powers 

4334 {Frcstdml ) I am not paitioularly hopeful of tho public opinion of the mandt It is not suffioiontly 
strong Legislation is tho best public opmidh 

4335 Tho preparation of the forecasts should ho taken over by tbo Agrioiiltural Department It should 

bo done not at Lahore but at Lyallpur when the establishment is increased , 

4330 Tlio development of tho economic side of agricultural education has not begun yet Wliat you 
have got to get is a man who is interested in economics and has bad some preliminary traming Then give 
him some problem to w otk out and as turn him loose and his Iniow ledge and experionoe expand, he wdl 
do something I w ould emphasize tho importance of agricultural economics The ordinary economic matter 
13 only tho ground w ork Tlio point is that there slioidd he a man to taoUo the economio problems of the 
province 

4337 Tlie ginning and press returns should he made oompulsory I have pointed out tliat even now' 
I could get correct returns if anybody asked me to do so I have not hoard of any abuses in regard to tho 
posting of prices in the local mandts 


~~ Annextop I 

Papers regarding ginning and pressing pools al LijaUpur 

(I) 

Agrccineni in regard to the establishment of a Ginning Pool at Lyallpur 

A pool (union) is established on tho follow mg terms for four years between tho following factories situated 
at Lyallpur (1) Sri Guru Nanak Co , Ltd , through Rai Bahadur Han Chand, (2) Sh ILahomed Ismail Maula 
Baksh Ginning Factory, (3) Punjab Cotton Press Co , Ltd , (4) Sh JLahomod Ismail Mian Mahomed Ginning 
Factory, through Mian Mahomed, (6) L Ganga Sahai Ginning Factoiy, through L Bhoopa Mai, (G) L Bhawan, 
Sahai Kanshi Ram Factory, through L Brij Lai Malhotra, (7) L Kirpa Ram Brij Lai Gmmng Faetoij, 
through L Haroharan Das, (S) Setli Sttkhdeo Baksh Factory (largo) No 2, through L Prahlm Dyal, (<)) Sot i 
Sukhdeo Baksh Gmmng Factory (small) No 2, through L Prabhu Dyal, (10) ICrishna Ginmng Factory , tbrough 
Rai Baliadiir Han Cliand, (11) Seth Lormda Ram Sowa Ram Ginning Factory', thioiigh Seth Prem Uiancl, 
(12) Gy'an Mills Ginning Factory, through L Fatoli Chand — ’ 

1 This union will be called by tho name of “ Iiooal Ginning Pool, Lyallpur ” , 

2 It will remain m force for four years, i e , from ICth August 1914 to 16th August 1918, but this 
pool will ho considered as oanoeHed if within this period tho Punjab Cotton Press, Ltd , docs not remain in 
tho possession of Sli Mahomed Ismail Mania Baksh, who for tho present occupy it foi one y car till Uio enU ot 

June 1915 , , . t tr 

3 A sum of Rs 4 per maund w ill be orcditcd to tlio “ Pool Fund ” on all tho cotton puroli'wed at Lyallpur 
mandi, and As 3 per maund on all tho cotton purchased at mofussil A maund will he o£ forty seers i 001 
rate will bo caloulatcd on tho cotton weighed 
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4 Pool rate ill bo distributed daily according to the number of ginning maoluncs as per detail below — 

(I) Sri Guru Nnnak Co, 50 gins, (2) Sli Mahomed Ismail Maula Baksli, 24 gins, (3) Punjab Cotton 

Press Co , Ltd , 28 gins, (4) SlioiUi Mahomed Ismail Mian Mahomed, 10 gms, (5) L Ganga 
Saliai Pa'ctory, 44 gins, (0) L Bhonani Saliai Kanslu Ram, 48 gins, (7) L Kirpa Ram 
Bri] Lai, 5 gms, (8) Seth Sukhdeo Baksh Factory (largo) No 1, 64 gins, (0) Seth Sukhdeo 
Bakah Factory (small) No 2, 3 gms, (10) Krishna Cotton Factory, 21 gins, (11) Seth Lorinda 
Ram Sena Ram, 30 gins, (12) Gjmn Mills Cotton Factorj', 16 gms 

5 No partner will have any objection to show his account books and ledgers to other partners or their 
managers A special arrangement Mill be made from the beginning of the season to keep a oheok on the 

accounte ^ engaged for the Pool Fund who -vv ill avork under the supervision of the 

managers and-uill be paid for from the Pool Fund The office of the Pool Fund will bo m tho factory of 
Seth Lorinda Ram Sew a Ram or Krishna Cotton Factory, for which no rent will be paid 

7 Every partner will have one vote, and cases under dispute will be decided by majoiity of votes and tho 
decision will bo final \ 


8 Tho partners who have agreed to w ork their factory under the pool conditions will got their full sharo 
whether their factories w ork or are closed, and oven if closed on aooount of an accident during tho season Every 
partner w dl give w ritton notice to the Pool Manager up to 25th August each year about the w orking or closing 
of his factory according to condition 9 

<) During tho period of pool tho following factories will bo at work and closed — 

(1) Sri Guru Nanak Co , will remain closed for two years . 

(2) One of two factoucs owned bj L Bhowani Saliai Kanslu Ram and L Ganga Sahi Factory will 

remain w orking at a time throughout the period of pool 

(3) Seth Lorinda Bam Sew a Ram Factory will remain closed for two jears 

(4) Krishna Cotton Factorj', Gjan Mills Ginning Factory and Sh Blaliomed Ismail Mian Bfahomod 

Ginning Faotorj' will remain closed altogotlior 

(5) Tho small factory No 2, owned by Seth Sukdeo Bakhsli will remain closed for two jears during 

the period of pool, and at this time L Kirpa Ram Bnj Lai Factory w ill be at w ork, i c , for tw o 
yeaia 

(6) Seth Soldidco Baksh Factory No 1 (largo), Punjab Cotton Press Co , and Sh Mahomed Ismail 

Maula Baksh Factory wdl not bo closed throughout 

(7) Tho factories can exchange them turns with one another and the conditions settled between anj 

two that so oxohange will bo binding on all other fnotbrics m the pool Tho pool will become 
null and sold in tho case of breach of tins condition and tho party breaking the oondilions will 
bo liable to pay the loss to others that may inour on account of the failure of tho pool 


10 Tho faotones at work will have to pay to tho owners of the closed factories a sum of Rs 50 per gm 
before tho 15th September each j ear as a security against regular payment of tho instalment from tho pool 
fund, and this security w ill bo refunded to them m five equal instalments beginning from No\ ember and ending 
at March If, on aooount of any reason, the pool sharo is not paid to tho owners of closed factories for more 
than a weol after duo date tho balance from tho amount of security deposit of Bs 50 per gin will lapso to 
them and they will bo at liberty to woik their factories Tho pool will then coaso and all tho slnroholdore 
jn tho pool can claim compensation from the factory at fault in accordance w itli conditions 0 and 16 

In the case of pool sjstom remaining in force, the factory which remain closed at the beginning of the 
season cannot bo allowed to work m the middle of the season ' 

11 If the factories at Clivk Jhunira buy cotton for themselves at Lj allpur, then tho factories in pool 
at Lyallpiir are at liberty to purchase cotton at Chak Jliuinra The rate to be credited to the “ Pool Fund ” 
on the cotton purchased at Chaok Jliiimr t w ill bo decided upon by the Pool Managers and all tho other managers 
of the factories 

12 If any working factory is closed on account of any reason during tho season then it will bo necessary 
for the owner to got it repaired before tho next season 

13 Tlio Pool Managers wall woik by turn without any componsalion as “Pool Manager” 

11 If any new factory is erected during tho pool period, then Pool Jlanageis will errango to call a meeting 
of tho owners "nd decide shout it The decision will bo by majority of votes 

15 During the continuance of tho pool, if any owner of tho factory gets more gins erected, he will receive 
no share for tliciii, but if on the other hand he lemovos some of tho gms to other place, liis share wall be do 
creased accordinglj' 

10 Tlie decision of Rai Bahadur Lah H-ri Qiandand L Harkishcn Lai wall be final iiTall disputes con 
ncctcd with tho pool 

If anj ownci of the factoucs in pool does i ot abide by the above mentioned conditions ho will be liable 
to par a sum of Rs 10,000 as compensation in •'ddition to tho amount of compensrtion payable under condi 
tion 9 Besides it will bo mcuinbcnt on all working fectoncs to abide by the old conditions by mutual agree 
incut If any w orking factory' becomes out of order, it can ask some other to work m its place till tho i epairs 
li^ve been completed No factory can bo given on lease or contract during tho pool 

Sd R B Han Chand, Managing Director for Sn Guru Nnnak Co , Ltd , Ginning Factory 
Sd Blian Mahomed for (I) Punjab Cotton Press Co , Ltd , (2) Sh Mahomed Ismail Maula Baksh Ginmng 
Factora , (3) Sh Biahomod Ismril Mien Mahomed Gmnmg Factory' 
iSd. L Bhoopa Mai for L Ganga Saliai Ginmng Factory 
Sd L Har Charan Das for L Kirpa Ram Brij Lai Ginning Factory 
Sd Urn Chand fot Knshna Cotton Factory \ 

, Sd Hardial for L. Bhowani S^liai Kanslu Ram. 

Sd Prabhoo Dya! for Seth Sukhdeo Baklisli Factory Nos 1 and 2 
w Cotton Ginning Factory 

o u BotIi tho Gj an mills can oreot flour mills and oil presses on tliew present engine and boiler 

Sd Seth Prom Cliand Smdlii for Seth Lorinda Ram Sowa Ram Ginmng Factory 
Note ilio factory will bo at work for two years and will remain closed for two years according to 
the will of this owner t’ 


j 


iiiNtTES OE EVIDENCE 


11 


Pimjah ] 


air A J W ICiToioN, CIE.ICS 


[Contmued 


< 11 ) 


Copu ol procccdmos of Qmnmg Pool anl Precs Pool Commillec, Lyallpur, doled ISa Septemher 1917 
Preenfc (1) L Earn for liirpT, Ram Buj Lol, (2) L Probhoo Dyal for SuUidoo Bakbsh Pactoij , 

kS,' aU L a«. gi 

abbaya, (7) JI 


(3) L Bu] : 

V 17,1 1 (-<■ i\T !i — 1 j-ioi^umau ivui lui iiormua iuai o 

J'r P ^ Dewaii Chand for Dowan Cliand Ram Lrl 

Mathra Das foi I Iwkar Daa Matlira D « and Guru Nanak Co , (8) L Bboopa Mai, for Ganga S 
Shah Maul iBrkbsb for Mahomed Ismail Maula BakUsb, Punjib Cotton end Mian Ma.„^.. 
Factory ^ 

At tbo propo^il of D Pribboo Dyal, L Patob Chand was elected as Picsidcnt of tho meotmg 

Proposed bj Shall Maula Bakbsh that proceedings about Lyallpm Press Pool bo token in hand fast, os 
all present ate of tho s.amo opimoii, and added that tho total amount realized on account of Press Pool up to 
now bo distribulcu ^ 

L Pmblioo Daj 1 rvis«l ni bbjoction on Rai Bahadur llaii Chand ivlio hid given his factoiy on lease 
wnd enquired w httbei tl^ 1 ool w i 3 in force 01 not and b.\id that tins point should bo decided first Ho i dded 
that 1\M Bahe^dur Hi u Ch ind is hablo to penalty if tho Press Pool has broken do\m Tlio '’ccounlb should 
bo bottled up to tlio dato of Icaso if tho Press Pool is m force and M Matliia Has is desirous of loimuK it, 
and if all agree the Pool (km continue and tlio accounts clc.\rcd up to date 

On llu» M Mithra Das s.wd ' I am desirous of jotmug the Pool from Ist August and am ready to accept 
all conditions. 

Another ot)]colioii irm riised bj L Prabhoo Djal icPting to tho leaso of press of L Blioivam Sahai 
Kaiiahi Raml'iiotorv for pressing Win w, aaj mg that no report ivas received Tlio pomt to he cleared isavlictlicr 
Ol not ho a\ as authorised to giv o it oil Ictiso A report should harm been submitted according tothotoim of the 
agrtemonf 

L Brij lol loplicd ‘ I Mill send the account and report to tlio Pool Managei and am losponsiblo for the 
amount ” s 

L Prohlioo Dj al again said tliat tho recount should bo sent up to date 

Another matter ai as brought up by M Mathra Das wluch avas agreed upon by ill that no press should bo 
given on laaso for cotton prcssuig to any contractor 
" Proposed bj L Prohlioo Dj il and passed. 

Tliat cotton of those gins should not be accepted for pressing ai lucli a\ ore not included m tho Pool 

M Matlin Das said tliat ho aull not press cotton of such factories at Chak Jhumr' and L Kirpa Ram 
and L Prohlioo Dyal should not do so st Gojn 

Proposed by bh Maula Baksh and passed 

That Gj an Mills be uioludcd m tho Pool et annas 11 as proposed in tho lottoi, autli all expenses men 
tioutd m it As tho iirico ol non has mcruasod, tho pressing charges of a halo be fixed at Rs 7 8 6, out of 
ailuUi Rs J 8 sliould bo jxaid uito tho Pool Fund by oaory press avorkmg and tlio balance of Rs i 0 0 kept 
on accouiil of expenses 

Jlorcoaci, it mob passsed unamiiiously that it the cotton from Climiot factoiios is picssodat Cliak Jliumra, 
then tlio oanieis of presses at Jliumri diould iiay a sum of Rs 1 12 per bale pressed to tho Piess Pool Fund 
•vfXj.illpur and i£ that cotton is pressed at Lj allpur, then tho Pool Managoi Mill pay tho sum of Rs 1 12 
per bale to the press oinicrs at Jhumra tlirougli M. Mathra Das 

M Mathra Dis holds liinibolf responsible for both tho presses 


(Sd.) L FATEH CHiVND 
(Sd ) JIAULA BAKKSH 
(Sd ) BHOOPA RAM 

' (Sd ) MOHAN LAL 

(Sd ) JL MATHRA DAS 

(lU) 

Proceedings of meeting of Ginning Pool held on 30th Septendjer 1917 
Present — Besides tho manegera, tho follouang aicro present — Seth Hukumat Eai for Soth !Lormda Mai 
Sou a Rain, Goosain Don an Chand for L Don an Cliand Ram Labliaya 

M Matlir a D is said that ho has gia on a letter to Brij Lil accepting all tho terms foi inclusion of the factories 
of ^L Tliakur D- s, Mathra D is and Sn Guru Nan" k Co , ai hicli ho has kikon on lease in tho Ginmng and Presd 
Pools and roquostoi that ho may bo aoooptcd on tho same old terms This m" 3 accepted by all 

Passed unanimously and accepted by M Mathra Cas that cotton purchased in Lyallpur mandi by any 
agency anil not be accepted for ginning at any factory at Cliak Jhumra If Sheikh Miz."! Din himself or others 
of tho Cli ik Jhumri f ictorics buy cotton at Lyallpur, then Lyallpur factory oii-ners can do so at Cliak Jlmmra 
A G mnmg Pool fco of Rs 0 1 0 per maund and Press Pool feo Rs 1 12 per bale mil bo levied on such cotton 
II tbo Lyallpur factory oimera begin to buy cotton at Chak Jliumra, then M hlatbra Das can also buy cotton 
from Lyallpur , but tins mil not apply to cotton purchased at auctions by the Agricultural Department 


(Sd ) L FATEH CHAND 

(Sd ) SH MAULA BAICHSH 

(Sd ) GOOSAIN DEWAN CHAND 

(Sd ) L BHOOPA MAL 

(Sd ) SETH HUKUMAT RAI 

(Sd ) L lORPA RAJI 

(Sd ) L BRU LAL 

(Sd ) M MATHRA DAS 

(Sd ) SETH MOHAN T^AT 


Further agreement in regard to the establishment of a Second Ginning Pool al Lyallpur 
This dry the 15th November 1917, vie, the pirtncrs ofvvorking gmnmg factories, mtli tho exception of 
L Deiu n Cliand Ram Labliaya and Setli Lorinda Ram Sowa Ram, have come to the ^«sion, vi hieh 

isbindmgonuBill If anydCvnor doesnot conform to these conditions Brngl^or oon]omtly shall li"vo to abide 
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bv the decision of the Committeo amvea at bj the majority of votes, and the dcfaultcra wll have to pay 

Rs 2 000.1’ spenrlty,-n Inch vilJ be distributed equally amongst tho others 

1 All factoriob, the number of -iv hose gmmng maclunesis givenbolow, aroatworlc As theeottoii isnot 
Bullicicnt to meet our demand, the following decision luas been armed at Prom today eacry oumcr of the 
factory aaiU buy cotton to keep 326ms at votk and ho •Bill got a sum of Ks 0 1 Cpormaundof cotton purchi sed 
from the Pool 1 und besides the sum already allowed by the Generil Pool lu order to componseto him for not 
working the test of his gins, that is to say, every partner is alloi/ed to buy cotton sufficieiit to work d2 gins, 
but he IS et liberty to get work fiom the other gins also The w eight of cotton thus purohesed will bo aerified 
oa era’ fourth day The weight aaoll mcludo all cotton purchased from wio/iwsd with the cacoplion of that 
purchased in mandis on roilway Ime betaveen Lahore and laianewal and Jliang railway station 

2 Hie Pool has been organised for 1917 18 only and wall bo termed p's “ Second Locel Gmmng Pool ” 
andSh Maula Baklish has been appointed as permanent Manager avho anil bo in sole charge of rll an angements 
concerning the Pool 

3 The amount of Pool money will be distributed oveiy scepnd day 

4 The aveiglit of cotton wall bo verified every fourth day and any owner of the factory found in possession 
of more cotton than othorsavill have to stop his purchase to enable others to make up then doficieiioy And 
ifwithineightd-'ys, thodeficioncycannot bo madtup then other partnerswoll not bo liablem anyaniy about 
their delioienoy 

5 The cotton purohased and weighed by any owmor of the factory up to 14th November is excluded from 
this Pool if it has boon entered on the General Pool 


(1) Seth Sukhdeo Bakbsh and Tagdish Naram Raotory 

Ji amber of gins 
a orbing 

102 

^ umber of gli 
fiool of Eo ( 

70 

(2) M Thakar Das Matlira Das 

74 

42 

(3) L Kirpa Ram Bnj Lai 

50 

IS 

(4) Mahomed Ismail Maula Baksh 

02 

10 

(5) L Ganga Sahai Raotoiy 

44 

12 

Total 

332 

172 


C Any owaicr of the factory if ho docs not aaish to avork liib factory with cotton suflicicnt foi 32 gms 
only can close it on giving notice in amtmg to Pool Manager witliin a week from tho date of the institution 
of the second pool He will get Es 160 per gm (32 only) rs deposit money against tho rcgulrr paj incut of 
Pool luonoj, and if ho gives mformation of closmg hia factory after a aveek but before 1st December ho wall 
bo gia on a sum of Es lOOporgmfoi 32 maoluncs only as seourity deposit A sum of Es 50 per gm aaill onlj 
bo given for those machines closed according to clause 5 Tlio aeco'^nts will be cluared rfter tho close of tho 
season, but tho amount of Pi css Pool avill contmuo to bo distributed i s usual 

7 If any owners of tho factories wasli to work together, they c.an do so They will get cotton et tho 
rate of 32 gins per faotorj whether they keep working two factoiics or one 

8 If any owner of tlio factory wishes to close his factory during tho season, he wall give notice to the 
Pool Manager and attei winch ho wall not bo allow cd to av ork his fe ctorj In that cv se pool money w ill bo cal 
oulated at " Second Pool ” rates 

0 Copy of above bo forwarded to Seth Lormda Earn Sown Eem at Karachi with the request that ho too 
should ]om and if ho accepts then ho too may bo included m the “ Second Pool ” from tho date of sanction 

10 To day tho rate of pressing has boon mcreasedbyEs 2 per bale This extra amount of Rs 2recoatrod 
from purchaser of cotton (gmned) will be kept by the press owners and tho cxtri amount of Rs 2 recovered 
from those who get their cotton pressed should bo given to tho Pool Manager which will bo distnbutcd after 
every week m equal shares 

(Sd ) MATHEA DAS for Tliakar Das Matlira Das 

(Sd.) L JAI GOPAL for Khrpa Rom Bnj Dd 

(Sd ) L BHOOPA RAhl for Ganga Sahai Rectory 

(Sd ) L MOTTAN T AT, for Sukhdeo Bekhsh Rootory 

(Sd ) SH. 5TAULA BAKKSH for Mahomed Ismail Maula Baksh 


(V) 


Proceedings of the meeting held mi 16th Noicnibcr 1917 hy the partners of the Ginning Pool 


1 Passed unammously that from to day no cotton whether American or country wall be sold except in 
bags, that is to say, it will be sold on delivery in, bales The contracts entered into prior to tins date are 
given below — 


1 

2 

8 

4 

6 


Xnmo of factory 

Name of partj 

Biles 

Seth Sukhdeo Bakhsh Ractory 

1 Entoji 5Ial Tnkha 

1000 


2 Khiishi Bam Bihnn Lai 

50 

Ganga Sahai Ractoiy 

1 Eamji Mai Tnkha 

60 


2 Kliushi Earn Bihan 

60 

Sh Mahomed Ismail Maula Baksh 

1 Eaniji klal Tnkha 

76 

Kirpa Earn Bnj Lai Ractory 

1 Ramp Mai Tnkha 

100 


2 Sowa Earn 

60 


3 Dowan Chand 

60 

M, Mathra Das Thakut Das, 

1 Tixath Das Lormda Earn 

61 


2 Tota Daya Bam 

11 


3 Rorbes 

151 


4 Tata 

61 


5 Dowan Chand 

200 


2 Jvo partner wall get the cotton cleaned of mixture owing to tho difficulty m obtauung labour 
Rap owTior of tho fficlory acts against the settled matteis, he wall have topiy a sum of Rs 301 oi 
penalty to others. Ihe Committee of tho shareholders wall decide by majoiity of votes as'to tho iiorson at 
fault and tho deeawon will bo hnal and bmdmg Before the mcetmg of tno Committee, every sharcholdci 
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mil have to deposit a sum of Rs 101 mtli the Pool Mana<’cr, 
Monogei from the share of Pool mono} of the defaulter^ 


(VI) 


tho b"lanoeof Rs 200 imII bo rc'>lizcd bj the 

(Sd ) SH MAULA BAKHSH 
(Sd ) SETH MOIIiVN LAL 
(Sd ) L JAT GOPAL 
(Sd ) L BHOOPA MAE 


Proceedings oj 9th December 1917 

Present— L Bhoope Mel, Sh Mi'iila Bel hsh, Seth H-'kum"t R-i L J"! Gone 1 end 
Tho following matters were decided about “Second Gmmng Pool ” — 


M Mathra D^a 


It was decided that the second gummg pool oigamsed on 15th Novcmbei 1917, by which eaery partner 
wrrs bound to buy cotton suflioient to keep only 32 gins working and for which a sum of Rs 0 1 6 per^und 
wrs to bo charged for the pool, mry be canecllcd It W's also decided tliH the resolution, dated 26th Novembei 
]D17,fiMngr penalty ofennas 4 per me und on cotton purchased mevccssof the quentity required for workinc 
32gins in'*) bo crncellcd -i ^ i b 

As tho two frotories owned bj Seth Sukhdeo BrUisli rnd tho Jagdish Fectory haae been sold the Pool 

Manager wall crllr meeting of thcshrreholderafor 10th Decemberl917 atdPM on Sundryto settlothework 

mg of tho pool sj stem in future Tlic distribution of pool fund hr s on this account been stopped 


(Sd ) L BHOOPA MAE 
(Sd ) M MATHRA DAS 
(Sd ) SH MAUEA BAICHSH 
(Sd ) E JAI GOPAE 

(^^I) 


Agreement in regard to establishment of a Press Pool at Lyallpur 

Vo, the owners of press fectoncs rt Ejrllpui, agree rnd bind ourselies to abide by tho following comb 
tions — 

(1) iMcssrs Kirpr Rrni Brij Eal Press Factory, (2) Sn Gum Nanak Comp-’ny, (3) Messrs Bhowani 
bahr 1 Knnslii Ram I’rcss Factory , (4) E Ganga Saliai Press Factory , (5) Punjab Cotton Company, 
H Etd , (0) Seth Sukhdeo B^ksli Press Factory — 

(1) This rgr^,emoiit is made for four y errs, t c , from 15th lugust 1914 to lOtli August 1918,"ndwill 

bo conwdorcrl valid rftcr thrl date also unless any of the p'’rtiicrs is desuous of loaa ing tho 
pool, in which case tho iirrty concerned will Irao to giao a rogisteied notice rbout his mton 
tion of Iciaing it The term of the notice will not bo less tlwn eleven months "nd notice 
cannot bo given before the 15th August 1018 The pool will continue rftcr the notice has 
laen given rnd on the c\pirv of tho period of eleven months it wall cease to exist 

(2) If rnv ownei of the press removes his press to "iiothcr plrco, he con do so, but he will not bo 

considered a member of tho Pool after its reniov '■I and will get no share 

(3) Ifrny party transfers his pre^s to anothci on account of some reasons, then tho person to whom 

it IS ti'insferrcd w ill hav o to rbidc by these conditions 

(4) Tlio rrto of jircvsing bales of cotton weighing 400 lbs with packing will bo Rs 4 8 and for each 

bale of wool weighing 300 lbs with prcking will bo Rs 3 8 After deduction of Rs 1 8 6 on 
recount of expenses, etc , tho b^lrnco will go to the Pool Fund and will bo distributed equally 
among the owaiers of six presses 

(0) If anv other article is pressed w ilh the exception of cotton and w ool, then tho owner is at liberty 
to charge any rate, but he w ill lira e to p-'y a sum of annas 8 per bale into tho Press Pool Fund 
(0) Pool Manager will bo appointed from among the managers of the six presses by turn and will bo 
honorrry A clerk and a peon will have to bo engaged at a cost of not more than Rs 25 r 
month Tins amount will bo p^id from tho Pool Fund and will bo deducted by the Pool 
Manager If a press is closed, when its turn to give manager for Pool work cornea, tho manager 
can bo appomted from tho jircss whoso turn comes next 

(7) In case of disputes tho decision of Rri Bahadur E Han Chand and E Harkishen Eal will be final 

(8) Tlio managers of the presses at work will send reports of pressmg bales daily to the Press Pool 

Manager and tho income of one dry will be distributed among tho partners on the morning 
of next day 

(9) Rai Bahadur E Ilaii Chrnd and E Hrrkishcn La] are authorised to press cotton of outsiders 

at a low rato and to refuse pressing of cotton of othei gmmng factories 

(10) Presses whether working or closed on account of some accident during tho season are entitled 

to their full share Tho press which becomes out of oidor during the season will have to bo 
set right before the next season begins, or in dePult w ill loose its share If during tho period 
of tho Press Bool, rny new press is established at Ey ellpur oi in its vicmity "iid if loss is anti 
cipated then Rai Bahadur E Han Clirnd and E Harkishen Eal "re authorised to arrange to 
get the new press included m tho Press Pool on suit" bio terms, oi in othci case arrangements 
will have to bo made for competition 
Dated Multan, Saturday, the 14th Februery 1914 


(Sd ) laRPA RAM BRIJ EAE, Sn Guru Nanak Company 
(Sd ) BHOWANI SAHAI ICANSHI RAM, Ganga &"hai 
Press Factory, Punjab Cotton Press Company, Ltd 
and Seth Sukhdeo Bakhsh Press Factory 

(Sd ) L PRABHOO DYAE 


Note— W e the onnrrs of thc'iliove iirp^^ci lm\c also ginninR fictoncs at I>aIIpur and vro do hereby promise not to give on kasc 
or contract ojl!; any othn narour ginning f iclorlca to exporting Arms during tho contlmiancy of the Prtas Pool Exporting Arms 
Include all European, Japancit and other trading firms mentioned ) 
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(VIII) 

Further agrterntnl in Ttgard to the Prtu Pool 

This da3, tho 15th of Soptemher 1017, tho following 1ms been ngreed upon hj fhc pres owners — 

1 On mg to tho nso jn tho pneo of iron plates, pad mg nialcnals and coal, the charges for prcsning halts 
bo mercaBod by Kb 2 per bale, . c , Rs 0 8 0 avill ho chargctl for cacli hale imtcsd of Rs 7 8 0 and out of 
this sum an amount of Rs 3 8 pot halo mil ho paid into tlu Press Pool I iind hj tho owners of tho n orbing 
pressesandRs 0 8 OtiiU ho retained as expenses. Tlio Pool Manager will notifj thisriseof charges to pw- 
chaserB Tho previous rate of Rs 7 8 0 per halo will ho Itaied on all entered into and on all cotton Iving 
impressed iiifh tho follomng pressoa prior to 15tli Soptemher 1017 ~ 



X»mo of ficlorj 

Xbsi" of owo'r 


QuantUy 
in l,af*» 

I 

Siikhdco Bakhsli Pnclot^ 

1 llussam Co 


2*1 

2 PamjlMalTiakha 





J Khiishi Pam Bihari Eal 


GO 

0 

L Ganga Sahal Factorv 

1 Loriiula Ram 8''wa Ram 


152 


i Porbes Co 


27 



3 Ramji Mai Tnkha 


GO 



4 Khiishi Ram llilian IaI 


GO 

3 

L Kirpa Ram Rrij Iml 

1 lorinda Ram Sows Ram 


125 


2 RttsaamCo 


. 51 



3 I’amji Mai Tnl lia 


100 



4 Dm an Dlianpat 


131 

4 

M Mnlhra Das Thnkar Das 

J 1 Ihi«*amfo . 


257 



2 Tiralh l)ss lotimla Pam 


. 251 



3 Onto IHa a Ram 


11 



4 Dmnn Dlmnpat 


200 



G lorhrs 


>51 



0 'Jala ami Sons , 


51 

G 

Sh Mahomed Ismail Mania Ral hsh 

1 Diwnn Dhaiipat 


40 



2 Ramji Mat 


75 



3 JxiTiiida Ram ''lua Pam 


30 



4 Ihiraatn Co 


DO 


2 L. Kirpa Ram Bnj Lai has promiBCtl to gi\ on rchato of eight annas perhale to Seth Tirath Das I/innda 
Ram provided tho latter signs an agreement ami sends it to tho IVcss Pool tfanager u itliin a w cek that ho n ill 
got pressed from Ia Kirpa Ram HrijEal all tho cotton ginned at his fnclon diiriitg this season No other 
press m tlio Pool is allow oil to gii o an\ rchato whether m cash m rale or in a eight to 11115 ginning facton 

3 In tho caso of docrcaso in pressing expenses or in case of soroo loss to the Press Pool tho ahareholdern 
can call a mooting to consider tho question of rciliiemg tho now rate for jire'iiiig 

(Sd 1 Ia LACIIM \N D \S, 

/or Dhow am Phai Kanshi Ram 
(Sd ) Ia I'dfAR DAS, for Oan Mills. 
iSd ) M MAinnVDXs 
(Sd) SITnMOITVNLU, 

(Sd ) Ia imOOPA MAIa 

(Sd ) Sir ^fAbRX R \Knsn 

(Sd ) Ia JAI C.OPATa 





76 


INDIAN COTTON COMMITTEE 


Pnnja'j ] 


Mr Sabvn 1')\s Jaiota 


Mr SARAN DAS JALOTA, partner o! Mr Mohan Lai Baflhwar, Cotton Gmner and Prcsser, 

Hansi 

E\ D AT L\ \i T r UB, Janu \b\ 1')18 

Wril/en tlalcmcitl 

^ / 

I — Aoricubtok^l Evrmii 'Ci 

(a) “ Dcshi ” short slaptc cotton 

4338 (1) Experience— I Ile^o been most of Iho time in Hcnsi, Disfncl Hismir, ami mv cxpcncnco 
ol the place r-ngoa from lOOI There lm\ o been good ns well r a bad j cars and tlic quality of cotton lie s ranged 
from “ good,” “ fnllj good ” and c^ cn to “ fine " \Vc ha\c sold our cotton locallj , nndlmvo often sent it to 
Bombay r ml Karachi 

4330 (3) Size of holdings —Land in thm district la under tho control of big landlords, yho sublet it 

to farmers IVo ma\ sa^, on en ai cr'^go, a tenant iiorKs on ''bont ten acres of land Sixt^j per cent of his 
holding he uses for I/ion/ and forfj per cent for raht crop Of sixlj percent I/iori/, half, nir, thirty per 
cent is put under cotton cultivation , 

4340 (4) Yields and profits —Tho total number of acres under cotton in this district vanes from 
Boveuty thousand to a IcUh or norr chout (definite figures may bo obtained from District Officers) Yield of 
hapas or raw cotton is verj poor end amounts to about 3 7 inaunds per aero Yaking tho everago price of 
/ apas for the last ten j c? rs e t Us 9 per nr uml e nd deduct mg from it s coat of iilougbing Rs 0 per acre, vv ecding 
Us C per ecrc, revenue, vietcr tax end lend rent, Rs fi per acre, tho net incomo of a tenant, including his 
labour for SIX months, comes to (Rs 42 3—21 21 1) Rs 21 3 per acre Tho averngo holding being ten 
•'CIC 3 and thirty pot cent of it being under cotton (hence) from the cotton crop tho farmer makes about 21 ! 
x3=Rs 03 fi in mx months 

4341 (5) Rotations and manures — Usiitlh cotton is Hovvn cither after wheat or on the land where 
tof ton was sown in previous \ car The financial condition of tenant bung verv bad, landlords not taking 
any interest to make bnd jicid more being alwava ifraidof enhanacd revenue, manures not being obtain 
able 111 largo quantities, artificial in mures not being iiilroduced in India to nnv extent, heneo all crops nro 
grown without any manuring Tlicso being tho conditions for all kinds o! cottons, tho farmer, if bv 
good luck ho happens to sow bcccI of a cotton that yields more lint, gels belter prices than his brother who 
sowed seeds of cotton giving poor lint 

4342 (7) Conditions atfooting increase in area — ^The area under cotton cultivation varies, depend 
ing upon canal water suppiv andtimclv r ms Often a tenant cannot sow cotton hccniiso ho does not got 
enough water and that in time 

4343 (8) Uses of seed and seed selection — ^Thc seed is mostly used as tattle feed In some villages 
s^ad selection IS effected, anti tiiat on (ho punciple that the fanner takes the be, I bolls, hand gms them, 
uses tho lint for spuming and I cops the seed for sowing 

II — CoviJII RCI \L VS) rCT 

4344 (30) Local trade customs — Tlio sy stem of marketing is (bat the fai mcr brings lo/ins from his field 
to his house where ho stores it, m order to mix all pickings good and had, a pot tv trader goes into tho villages, 
purchases smell amounts of cotton from most of the farmers, mixes the Inpni thus gathered and brings it 
to the ginning factories where it is sold through his commission agents 

4345 (31) Standardization of commercial names — liitiiro (torward) huving or contracts are not 
entered into by traders w itb farmers hut among thcmsclv cs Tlicrc is no commercial name of difforcnt grades 
of cotton, it IS all dcsfit It is impossible to standardise anv names ns tho quality of rfc'fii of one ptneo may 
ho good enough to p^ss m “ fine,” while of another place it inav go m “ full\ good ” and of a third yilnce may 
bo classed as “ good ” or oven below Tlio cotton when it rcnclies Bombay is scan b> the exports and classed 
under whatsoever class it comes 

4340 (32) Buying agencies — Tho present svstem of Imy mg, ns it is, is best A man brings ins goods and 
sells for the best prices tbrougb Ins coinnii^sion agents to tlio bigbest bidtlcr, tbo purchaser looks at the goods 
and if tbo price suits him ho puicliascs, oflieniiso ho refuses No agency undci Government control 
seems ptactic'’blB No r''tcs can bo fixed as /npos of one cart may bo so very different from another 
Each cart of lapas fetches wh'’t it is vworth "nd often more where there nro more factories titan tho 
production of lapai, rs in tins place (Ilansi) where there arc so many gin«, which, working all at a tunc, 
would finish tho whole crop in fifteen days 

4347 General recommendations for imptoicmcnf of quality of cotton — To obtain tho best results for pro 
duemg bettor quality cotton it is absolutely ncces>-"ry tli^t experimental rose" rcii work should be carried 
on to improve tho condition of the plant, but research vvorl should bo done in such a, wav that farmers or 
gmners may obtain the maximum benefit To obtain that end, it w ill bo nceessaiy That results obtained bv 
research staff sliould bo published and distributed free of cost among farmers and others interested in tbo 
line 

(2) Most of the farmers are ilhtorato and V Cl y coiiBcrvativo m tbcir methods It will be much better if, 
m o'>eh cotton growing distiict, some plots of lands for a certain period, bo given to some cntcrpriiing young 
men, who will undertake growing of cotton or other articles under tho direction of Director of Agriculture, 
they to keep all kind of records as desired by tho Department, in short these farms should workrs 
demonstration farms and they should bo given all possible a ssistauec These young educated farmers by 
means ot these demonstration farms wall do improvoments in ton y cars which by means of present oxpcri 
mental farms mav take a century 

(3) Tlie most regrettable thing is that although India possesiscs the best soil and best climatic 
conoitions, yet its people tbrougb thoir own ignorance and poverty are unable to take thofull returns from 
t em An American farmer gets double the yield of lapas per acre and their Lapas fetches more than double 
the price, simply because bo 13 educated and progressive, makes use of manures, sows better seeds, is 
alvvays in touch with tho Government researeh station, and looks to them for help which is given as 
wi mgly as recly asked. Make such conditions in India, help the farmers by establishing doraonstration 
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{arms and tho condition o£ farmers AMll bo clnngcd and Indian as noil "s Lancasliiro Mills mil bo saved 
from paying loo high pnecs to America nliioh sells alnays at highest < 

4118 Necessity 0 / control of ginning jactortes —iov the production of Upas, to manufecturo it and to 
prepare goods of selected kind, ginning factories shoiild bo controlled, and kept 111 touch 

(2) In any place more factories should not bo allowed tli^n are necessary In certain stations, thcie are 
more factories than needed w hilo at others there are none, lienee at one place nioiicv invested is wasted 
I nd at others the crop suffers, there being no machmciy to handle and mo\ 0 it 

(3) Small factories of a few inrchincs working day end night, not being under the rectories Act, snd 
disposing of their goods looallj for quilts, etc , often assist in lowering the strndard of cotton, as no picking 
18 made in w he t is to bo sold locallj , price goes on rising, big fe clones cannot e fford to do what small factories 
! re not doing, liciico in competition for cheapness the qualitj of cotton and seed is ruined 

(4) Usuallj JIcCaitlij roller gins ere used 111 India, saw machines being neither suitable for short staple 
nor for a crj big staple, hence they ere not used succcssfullj m the Punjab Long staple cotton can be ginned 

, on the existing mecbincs but present buildings of ginning factories are not suitable to handle aaluable cotton— 
lupasend cotton gets inivcdiip, there being only one press go for men handling both Upas and cotton Some 
tunes seed also, though soparrfed bj tlio machine, j et it rgrin gets mixed being acoumiiPted too much under 
the machine, therefore for obtaining pure quality of cotton chrnges should be made in the buildings of the 
ginning room It is inimat cnrl lion these are effected ns long rs cotton. Upas end seed c’cli remain separate 

(6) In our opinion, it will be much better if in crch cotton grow ing district. Government puts up a model 
factory or arranges to hr\o r factory put up by giaing some help to some factory owner for making the altera 
tion 

4340 Measures necesiary to increase cnltnation of long staple cotton — In our humble opinion, any of the 
following methods bo adopted, if possible, to rssist growing of long staple cotton in place of deshi — 

(1) Goa ernmont to start demonttration farms run by itself end show the people profit arising from 

sowing long staple Upas 

(2) Government to give assistance to present fanners 111 seed and mrnures 

(1) In each cotton growing district. Government to give lands for a ccrtcin number of years to enter 
prising educated young men to start domonstri’tion farms 

(4) Canals to supply plenty of water when it is needed for sowing long stcplo varieties 

(») Government to introduce improved agricultural implements end lend 01 rent same to the farmers 
or to assist some local firm to take up the work in each district 

(0) Lands of each district to bo anelysed and manures, rs thought propci by Government experts, to 
bo prepared end giv cn or sold to formers at nominel prices 

(7) Lowering water and lend tax for the farmers who sow long staple cotton to give them an impetus 

(8) A model factory to be erect c<l by Government or through its essistance, thet factory to supply 

seed of pure quality end cotton tlirt gets out of it to be celled by standard name 

In C’so Gov eminent thinks fit to accept any of the above propose L or any others, wo are willing to co 
opcr-tc and does much es in our power m establishing demonstration farms, in erecting model factory 
etc , under instruction of the Director of Agriculture or ns otherwise atlviscd 

Sfn SvnvN Das fviOTV called and examined 

4350 (Mr llWifl ) I P'^rtner of Mr Mohen Lai of Dansi At the picsent time, we have got GO 
gins working Wc have 110 gins at lie nsi in 1 11 but during the recent rainse part of the factory foil down, 
end 44 gins were d-’niagcd iVc have elso got e press llicro ere ten ginning factories in Hansi, Hissa 
end Bliiwani with over a thousand gins If all the factories at these places were working, the work would 
not to enough for fifteen days The average total crop is about two lei hs of maunds This year five of 
the fe clones ere vvorking but not et their full c-’pacityf Meny' of the buildings vi ere damaged by the rams 
The number of gins in the factories vanes froiuebout 20 to 110 The crop is extremely bed this year, and 
will be only about 80,000 meunds We expected about seven to eight lakht of maunds from the sowings, 
BO that wo shall only get ebout one tenth 

4351 Tlicro can bo no better system of buying then thet et present under which the seller brings his 
goods to“tbo market and sells them through his commission agents Goods aie so varving even in one cart 
that you cennot fix any price You cannot esk the purchescr to purchase on a fixed price Neither the 
purchaser nor the seller would bo selisficd if any prices were fixed The sellei brings his goods through Ins 
commission agent to the ginning factory If he is satisfied w ith the price end the purchaser is satisfied w ith 
the goods, a dcrl is done If cither of them is not satisfied, the seller takes liis goods to "nother place and 
sells them there Sometimes it happens that one party offers more than others 

4352 Tlio reason why cotton comes in m a mixed state, is that the farmers are not so very careful 111 
their pickings Thev try to get the best price from the ginneries end therefore put some bad cotton in the 
middle and some good cotton at tho top to give "'ll rppcar'ncc of bettor quality Cotton always comosin 
in a mixed state It is v cry seldom tbet we get pure qut lity TIio farmers sell p"it of tlieir Upas to tho 
llamas and aratyas Soniotiincs tho 6ania goes to s villogo end purchases Upas from two or three different 
fcrniers and mixes tho whole lot before bunging it to the ginning factory Tho lama and the farmer both 
mix Upas The farmer does not keep tho different pickings sop'’ratc lie docs not take into consideration 
that a better quality will get a higher price 

4353 Tlio lama who purehrsos cotton docs not advance money to the cultiv-tor but there ere lamas 
who adv c nco money to the cultivators and r ct cs commission agents Tlioy do not purchc se cotton thomsel ves 
on a big scle Tliey do not buy tho standing crop in my district In practice, the factory owmer fixes his 
own price when cotton is brought into his factory It mey bo tho price of the dry or not In a place like 
Haiisi where there are so m'’ny f-ctones end so little crop, for the last seven or eight yeers tho cultivetois 
h"Vo been getting better pnecs then they could get anvwlioro else All over tho Punjab, the ginners and 
pressers buy on then own recount ’ The system is very different here from that in the United Prov mces 
There tho ginners and pressers only worl^n commission In tho Punjab, everything is done by one end the 
same party It is tho fectoiy owneis who purcbeso tho Upas, gm it, press it end then send it to Bombay 
for sale there Tlie f " ctory ow ners pay f or thirty meunds of fapaswhet on that day is tho rate for one 
khandi 01 lint plus the prioo of twenty iiianuds of cotton seed less cartage, commission, insure nee and Rs 7 
to the poo], Every ginner thinks the more he can gin the less w ill be lus expenses ' 
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4354 Tho price of ginning And pre^'in'5 Wlicro the ginn nnd prcis liclong to tlio soTno person, 
It 19 iramo tonal wliotlior hia profits nro made on ginning or on pressing There is a ginning pool at Hansi 
Four annas per mannd of lapas are pud into the pool and the total is nttcniards distributer! among the gm 

ncrios according to tlio number of gins each factory possesses Tlio pool docs not regu ato the price for 

cinninc and pressing Undoiibl cdl> jf different charges are made by different factories, the one -0111011 made 
&10 lowest olnrgo n ould get the greatest amount of kajiai TIio pool docs not fi\ the price of lapas There 
IS no bin mg pool, there is only a ginning and pressing pool Anj gmnen' or press can charge m hot it likes 
Fverybody is on his oivn and maj purchase at ony price ho chooses but it is immctcnal nliat price a ginncr 
pays as ho has to pay four annas per maund 1 0 tho pool Mliothcr ho purchases the kapau for Rs 15 or Rs 15 8 0 
lour annas a maund of lapai is equal to Rs 7 8 0 per lliandi of rtn Tho object of these pools is to cnnblo 
tho ginners to make something If one party docs not do it, tho others must As it is, by fixing 
p minimum of four annas to bo paid into tho pool, mo tried out best to cut competition doiin Tlio moncj 
paid into tho pool is supposed to conio out of tho cultnator’s pookot but often it docs not Usually 
tho pool nccoiints aro settled overy j car hut thoj ha\ o not been settled Cor tho last tM o j cars as some of the 
parties did not paj np and did not como to the meetings 

4355 I hcae suggested in mj nritton oaidcnco that it Mould bo much better if in each cotton grOMing 
district some plots of lands m ere giycn for n certain period to some enterprising j oung men mIio m ould under 
take to grOM cotton and other crops under tho direction of tho Director of Agriculture It is true that wo 
hayo a Goyernment experimental farm in Ifansi But uhen people como to knOM that it is a Goyemment 
farm and that so much inonej has been spent upon it, they think that it is out of tho power of rn ordincry 
cultiyptor to do things on that scale If there m cro such farms as I havo suggcstwl, which m cre being nin on a 
business basis and cotton was grorni on thorn, that would give abetter idea to the farmer IIo would seo 
that while his cotton w as being sold at Rs 10, tho cotton from tho farm w as being sold nt Rs 12 or Rs 13, 
i c , at Rs 2 or Rs 3 premium and ho would naluralh tn to follow the farm mcthwls and sow that cotton 
As long ns tho work is done bj Goicrnmont, tho people think that an enormous amount of momn has been 

spent and it IS immaterial to them whether tho Goicrnmcnt cotton fetches Rs 15, Rs 20 or Rs 30 Rliiit 
IS wnntcrl is demonstration farms run hi independent farmers under tho Director of Agriculture Tlio ox 
pcnmental farms should bo in touch with tho demonstration farms and demonstration farms should always 
bo in touch with tho people Tho demonstration farms should rccciio instnietions from tho experimental 
farms and try to do things in tho same was The man m charge of tho experimental farms avould xisit the 
demonstration farms three or four times a x car and see how things w cro and give personal nd\ ico on the spot 

4350 I think it is suggested in mi written ciidenco that a kind of model factori should bo cstablishcil 
cither bj Goyemment or f- otorj ownerswhich w ould spccrliro in ginning particular cotton instcod of mixing 
it up with other cottons That is, it would he ginned scparatelj and kejit soparatolj We should bo willing 
to purohnso cotton from tho farms I hai 0 siiggcstcil and wo would guarantee that wo would not mix it 1 
hai 0 alroadj stated in mj w ritton 01 idonoo tlmt more factories should not bo allow wl in one place than nro 
necessary for tho crop The dilTiculti comes in when there aro alreadj more factories in existence Tlicro 
may bo some other places where there arc not enough factories I think if tho fnctorj oivnrrs were asked to 
romoio to such places and some assistance m tho shape of land and so forth were given to thorn by Goicm* 
mont thoj would bo willing to do it Tlicir factories nro mostlj lung idle and most of them arc dependent 
on these pools because the pools wore formed chicflj for tho purpose of keeping their factories shut Othcnviso 
thousands of gins w ould bo w orknilg in tho Hissar District Now w 0 hni 0 oiil.l tlireo to four hundred w orking 
m Bhawani, Oklam, Nnrnaul and llisser Jlost of the factories nro siinpli satisfied with tho little that thci 
got out of the pool It ail of tliom were to start work, tho work would only be enough for two factories. 
Every one of tho ginning factories has had tremendous losses Ifthej nrogiieii a few facilities, thci would bo 
w illiiig to remove to some other district It is a question of rcmoxing their nnchiiicrj In a new place, 
Goi ernmont should not allow more fe ctorics than aro ncccssan for tho w ork It ncir factories hai c to bo pul 
up, sanction should bo obtained from tho ofTiccr in charge of tho Department of Industries or of Agriculture 

4357 I am in favour of legislation to prevent more factories being put up than nro realli required In 
Hansi there are ton factories More than fifteen lakhs of rupees has been inicsteel in them. Tlicro mnj 
bo some places w hero there is no factori at all and i ot there is a bumper crop In Hansi, tho monel ini ested 
IS practically w asted Four factories w ould hax o done as iinich w ork with an iiiyestment of about four Ihkhs 
as ton have done with an investment of fifteen to sixteen lakhs It is tho diiti of Government to sec that 
public energy and money aio not wasted If legislation is iicccss.arj to prevent this, I do not think tlicro is 
anj harm in hai ing recourse to it 

4358 I liaio already stated in mj written ovidcnco that small factories of a few machines working day 
and night, not being under the Fnctorj Act, and disposing of their goods loeallj for quilts, etc , often assist 
in lowermg tho standard of cotton, as no selection is made in regard to what is to bo sold locally Tins j car 
the amount turned out by small factories not under tho Act has been smell As tho small factories require 
only a small amount of I apai, they start working at tho beginning of the season when tho arrivals of kapai 
are low and mal c handsome profits bj selling locally Wlien n big factory starts, ns it requires a bigger amount 
ot kapas to w ork all its machines, it ofTcrs bigger prices and competition starts, eadi factory trj ing to purchnso 
enough cotton to keep its machines busy The big factory has tlio advantage that its output is big, hence its 
expenses per maund aro lower than those of tho small factory Tho small factory makes up this difTorenco 
in expenses by purchasing n low ci quality and mixing thereby lowering the standard and by selling its cotton 
locally rather cheap Tins year wo sold locally 400 to 500 bales Some of it has been sent to hfaniar for 
local use I do not know wliothor Maritar cotton is better than our own and whether this cotton is bought 

or mixing I consider that big factories and small factories should bo jiut on one and tho same footing 
tt tlicro is legislation on for big feet ones, there is no reason why it should not bo for tho small factories i s 

■> ''ts factory can only' woik for ton hours, why should another bo allowed to work for 

ilio small factories are not under tho Feotorj Act and they can work with w omen as w ell for any 
num cro hours The present buildings of ginning factories are not suitable forthohandluig of cotton No 
F *11 enough Under tho present sy stem tlicro is only' one passage and there ato machines on 

o 1 si es J hen a man brings in lapas, some of it falls into the p-'ssege and IS mixed w ith ginned cotton 
u Then tho men carrying kapas probably throws it over the gin on the platform and 
mi,'* 1 * ®,^hd gets mixed with tho ginned cotton There must bo some aiTengomoiit to prevent this 

' 1 ^ entrance for lapas rnd a sepaiato exit for cotton, or tho cotton should bo 

iint y it must bo arranged tlirt seed, lint and 7 anas should all remain separateand 

not got mixed up. As to whether tho present ginning factories should bo romodcllcd on a definite plan, I 
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sEould^y that they will rcmodolt!ioinsolves-\\hon.thoj arc gimungn. hotter quality o£ cotton Too much 
money 1ms tcon. invested in tlio fnetones for ‘thorn to remodel themseH cs for the present crop The ques 
tion of entrances 18 not the only ono Tlicro is also tho question of passage 1 otueen the machines The 
size of tho platforms behind tho gins is only 4^ feet Tlio condition of tho factories is a ery had They 
have boon suffering losses, and it ai ould not paj them to remodel 

4359 I have suggestod in my aaritton evidence that Goaernment should introduce improved agricultural 
implements and lend or rent them to tho farmers or should assist somo local firm to tc ho up the avorh m each 
district IVliat I meant hj that aaas that tho farming implements aaliich are non used cro of a very crude 
naluro Tlio farms are not big enough and tho farmers arc not m a position to purohaso better implements 
by themscia cs Take for instance tho case of threshing macluncs There are not very many farms who have 
oiioiigh-nbrk to employ a machine of their own That is also tho case nith tho Eaja plough Most of the 
cultivators have not got strong enough oven to draw them 

43G0 {Mr Hodgkxnson) I have ginned American cotton at Jliang I used to gin it in the same gin as 
dcsTix Tho American cotton was ginned after tho t?c«7ii No alteration u as necessrry m the gin, beyond 
simply an alternation in tho fixmg of tho knives Of course, in ginning American cotton, tho grids have to bo 
oliangod to allow tho seed to fall through Tho grid for desln is about one eighth of an mch while for 
American it is about a quarter of an inch By putting in something between tho two wo cangindcsht as well as 
American on tho samo grids Wo do not have to change tho grids every time Wo change from 
American to desht and vice lersa Tho mistn niters tho living of tho lauves very easily 

43G1 {Mr Boberls ) 1 Iiav o had a littlo ovpcrionco of Ainorican cotton in Jliang I was about four 
years in Jliang Wo started a factory there m 1909 10 Wo have been buying American cotton since then 
Hicro was a faurly largo quantity of American cotton available there in 1910 and that was tho reason why 
w o put up a factory Tho quantity that w o arc getting is more and more narma and is improving At first 
wo got more dcslii and less iinrma Now wo got more iwrma and less des/ii Even at the present time, we 
usually find about ton per cent nnvturo of deshi in tho American oven in tho very best cotton We do not 
do any intentional mivmg because when prices aro high tho diffcrcnco between tho price of tho low grades 
and high grades is a cry low Wien tho prices fall, tho diffcronco in price betw cen tho high and low grade is 
tremendous and thus there is alway s risk in mixing If the rate for pure cotton falls, it falls only by a few 
rupees whilst that of a imvturo falls tremendously It is not to tho gmners’ advantage to mal o rn 
intentional mivturo hecauso if ho is sending his goods to Bombay, ho is not cortam whether prices will rise 
or fall and if thev fall be will get a much better price for pure American then for a mixture So speakmg 
for ourseh 03 , wo try our very best to send tho best that wo can got Wo do not gin any Amcrio"n cotton 
at Hansi 

4302 I am aery strongly in favour of tho zamindars and the trade being m very close touch with tho 
Agricultural Department I think that is very important and o\ cry thing depends on it 


Mr 0 HAFELIGER, Agent, Messrs VolkartBros , Lyallpur 

rVAMiam AT LvaIT-TOB, .lANTlinA 12T1I AM) 13tit, 1918 
irrihcn slalemcnl 
II — CoMiirnciAT Aspect 

4303 Experience . — My experience ns a cotton purchasing agent in the Punjvb covers a penod of 
somothing o\ er four y cars I ha\ o bought cotton cxtoiisiv cly m the follow ing markets Ambaln, Khanna, 
iSirliind, Gobindgarli, Nabhn, Kaithal, Narwana, Panipat, Soiiopat, Kaninl and Sahnranpur (United 
Provinces) during tho season 1913 14 Smeo 1914 IG, 1 have been working in the snne capacity in tho 
Lower Chonab and Low er Jliclum colonics In 1900 07, 1 purchased cotton and Lapas at Cawnporo and 
Etawah, and in 1907 OS I was m charge of Volknrt Brothers’ Agency at Nagpur with ginning factory and 
press 

4304 Trade conditions in the Punjab — I find that, m matters of trade, the Punjab is in a state little short 
of anarchv , so much so that, tho ono clement so \ cry important and so highly esteemed in European business 
life, trust, IS entirely out of place here Forward contracts can only bo entered into with a very limited 
number of dealers and factory owners, and oven then there is no certainty as to tho quality they w ould 
deln er, if tho market value on delivery date were considerably above the contract rate The number of 
dealers that would, in such a case, try to wriggle out of their obligation is alarming If they do deliver, 
they will tender tho lowest quality they can make, and the buyer has tho option to take it or Icav o it If 
he takes tholatter course, he will hav o to buy against the defaulter in the nnrl ct and will bo loft to obtain, 
after an endless litigation, a v erdict for the loss he has suffcicd 

(2) One remedy that has been tried in this connection is to bind the seller down to deliver a guaranteed 
c7as« on arbitration by the Bombay Cotton Trade Association, or by tho buy cr’s oflice in Karachi This 
system has, however, its drawbacks Firstly, the seller does not hko to giv o any guarantees, if ever ho can 
avoid It In order to compel him to do so tho chief up country buyers w ould have to unite for this purpose 
"With tho advent of Indian speculators and mills as big biivcrs in up country marl ets, this is very unlikely to 
happen, moreov er, if the Bollor has to guarantee a certain class, ho wall not guarantee anything superior to 
the average ho can reasonably expect to dehver, while the European firms’ selection is known everywhere 
to bo above average Thus if the crop should turn out superior to the seller’s expectations, he would low er 
tho lev el of quality to the level of liis guarantee By buy ing adulterated or otherwise inferior lapas even at 
rates disproportionate to its intrinsic value The appreciation of such lapas w ould not fax ourably influence 
tho cultivator It is not easy for buyers always to pay full premium for better qualities delivered against 
contracts for low class smee they cannot recover them from their customers under the Liverpool contract, 
while they could do so when selling on Bremen contract for mutual allowance In this connexion, it would 
bo interesting for the Committee to enquire from expertsin Bombay, how the introduction in Liverpool of 
tho Home Guarantee contract has affected the standard of quality 
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(3) The best means of ensuring the best laluo for the beat Uipai uoulil betbe elimination of faotorj 
on ners as dealers We arc, m my opinion, striding ton ards tins goal The piirdinso of ginning factories bj 
Indian mills has been a stepm the direction of eliminating the fm-tory onner ns a dealer He will in future 
bo iiioie inclined to gin on commission for othci nulls or for exporters, nliich most of them non nbbolufel 3 
refuse to undertake The question of immodiatc importance is nlictlierlndmii mills mil co operate nith 
other buyers to encourage ciiltiaatois to laisc the qimliU of their product, and nhethcr thej mil help to 
lift the present Ion standard of commercial mornlitj bj tlicmsches living up to clean Western busintss 
principles XJiifortiinately iin experience in this part of the country does not teach mo to be s iiigumc on 

this score , . , , „ , , 

(4) It Lancashire has thodcsiro to eomc into closer business relation mtli India nsa cotton gromng 
countii, the establishment of Indian nulls’ ginneries in the local kapat maikcts is not apt to expedite the 
realization of their hopes Indian nulls are too well oft to allon Laiicashirc to take a big portion of the 
American cotton grown here, unless the qiialitv is improved to such an extent ns to be too good for Indian 
consumption That is to say , the quality ought to bo fit to bo put to more profitable use at homo than 
out here This would ciinblo Laneashire to take from India supplies wliith hitherto had to be draw n from 
the Amorienn cotton belt 

1305 Desnahltly cf eairhliehing loud Chamber’! of Commerce — With a v icw to improv c trade inorahtv in 
the Punjab the cslabUihinent of local Chamber-! of Commerce wimhl ccrtniiilv be a boon Lxporters, Indian 
merchants and nulls should join and the local authorities and ngriciiltural ofticers should play a prominent 
part in these Chambers Hcpiitv Comiiiissioiicrs should accept the chairmanship and the Agricultural 
Department should bo represented by experts oiilv Tlic Arbitintion Act should be extended to apply to 
the Punjab, or at least to the scats of such Chambcis, so that local disjuites eoiild be settled by arbitration 
of members of the local Chambers At present, the considerable time energy and monev that has to be 
wasted in obtaiiung justice, or in try iiig to, in the courts of law, deter imiiiv n linn from taking rceouroc to 
litigation Justice should and could be made more rcadilv nv ailable to trade 

4360 Trade classiftcatton of Punjab desht Cotton — Punjab dcdii eoltoii, aecordiiig to the rules and rcgula 
tionsof the Bombay Cotton Trade Vssocintion falls into two descriptions, the jmidticc of the Lastern Punjab 
being recognised as “ Bengal ” and of the rest and bulk ns “ hind Punjab ” This elassifieatiou shows the 
little interest that Bombay cotton trade has m the Punjab for the Punjab’s natural port is Karachi This 
elassific ition is, in mv opinion, fairlv arbitrarv, ns is the fact that the station of despatch is the enteuon fer 
grading the cotton either as ‘Bengal” or ‘ hind Punjab ” This ought to bo doncawav mtli, and all 
cotton ought to bo classed on Its own merits irrespective of Its origin The foasibilitv of Mieli an innovation 
ought to be studied by the Committee while in Bombay New denominations might, perhaps, be b i«ed 
on the botanical v aricty of the plnnt« 


IIL— Stvtisticii. 

4307 (33) Imptovoraont of Cotton forecast — The cotton forecast, with regard to the crop’s yield, is 
generally mueli too low The re ison seems to bo that the figures are eolleeted through the same channels ns 
the land taxes Cultivators and landholders have an interest in declaring their revenue low or than it actually 
IS Moreov or, the ofTieials cominhiig the forecast hav o, ns arulc, little knowh dgo of the matt i r thev are dealing 
with Even if very serious blunders occur in the estimates, they are passed on from the lower to the highest 
organs without being detected The various defects in the forecasts have been discussed and suggestions 
for improvements made at coiifcrcncc hold in April 1017 m Lyallpiir No„ change for the' better has, 
however, been perceptible yet though assurances were given thpt the matter would receive attention 

(2) I would offer the follovnng suggestions, (a ) — The forecasts ought to be in the hands of the \gricul 
tural Department This change alone would result in an immediate improvement 

(b) But the efliciency of the Agricultural Department should be further enhanced by increasing its erpert 
European and thoroughly educated, reliable Indian staff If the service is now not attractive enoucli for 
expert European Agriculturists, it ought to be loiidercd more rcmunorntivc 'Dio Agricultural Department 
can. Ill this country, become the best paying branch of the Administration and expenditure towards 
increasing its efficiency ought to bo not only generous, but lavish The Punjab, in 1917 18, benefits by the 
introduction of American cotton to the extent of about IJO lakhs 

(3) The Department of Agriculture ought to be in closer and conlinual touch with trade, and links 
should be created to bring the two together The needs of the one should be bettor understood by the other 
Both would immensely benefit by eo operation The Dopartnient should make immediately available all 
information having any bearing on the staple trade ,Spccd is an item of importance At present such 
information IS given scantily and mostly too late to bo of much use As an instance I mention the figure 
of despatches of cotton from the various stations in the Punjab, which is at the disposal of the Director 
of Land Records This figure is not so far published ntither it a lime nor in a form to bo of any use to 
trade The official cotton crop reports have scrioiisly deteriorated within the last ten years 

4308 (35) Publication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — The jiubhoalion at uji country markets of 
Liverpool prices selves no useful purpose I'ven the fluctuations of Bombay rates do not at present 
necessarily affect up countrv rates The inforniatioii might be misleading In Boinbav , the market can, 
with the present extremely bad tiaffic arrangements, rise for the same reason as it should drop up country , 
The attempt on the part of Agiioullural Department daily to show the cultivator what rates he ought 
to get for his lapas on the basis of certain lates luling iii Bombay, is hopeless, especially so, as long ns they 
have no expert adv ice at their disposal The daily publication of Ly alljnir lopns rate in other mnin/tsof 
the district, strange to say, has not prevented cultivators from Belling their American lapas in Gojrn about 
lls 2 per inaund (Rs CO per Bombay //landi) below Lyallpur rates for some time This shows that the 
rates ruhiig for kapas in all the markets of the district should be published in cy cry mandi and not only the 
Ly allpur rates, for this would attract to the low markets puichasers from the high mandis 


V — Gemehvl 

Committce*^*^”^*^"^ «'!7?esf»o)is — I may bo peniiillcd to put forward anothpr few suggestions to the 
(1) To make their report ay ailable to interested parties at an early date 
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(2) Not to confine their ivorh to India but to continue their investigation at Home, uherc one of the 
points to ho very deeply studied should be the advisahihty of adopting the Bremen sjstcm of arbitration and 
the Bremen contracts (clause I and clause II), improvements on ivhich should bo considered in consultation 
with spinners and shippers The fact should not bo lost sight of that the bulk of the Indian cotton u as sold 
m Europe on Bremen arbitration before the war, and if Ln erpool has to gam a position of importance and 
iiifluonco as a trading centre for Indian cotton, Lu erpool will have to consider the washes of the mawnUi of 
buyers 

(3) Not to pass away without leaving a living testimony of their labour, in the form of a standing cotton 
bureau m India, the personnel of which should be recruited from agricultuiists and cotton evperts Some 
such braneh of the Department of Agriculture would have wade scope, considering that, after the war, India 
will be called upon to satisfy a great portion of the world’s increased requirements of cotton 


Mr 0 Haei'UQEe, called and evamined 

4370 (Jfr Wadta) I am the agent of Messrs Volkart Brothers, at Ljallpur There are European 
agents at Lahore and at Ambala at present The Multan agency is under my supervision but I do not much 
interfere m the management of the business there I evercise some control over it but I am directlj in 
charge of the agencies at Sargodha and Lyallpur I purchase both desln and American cotton, both lapas and 
ginned cotton Wo have our ow n ginning f-otorics on lease, one at Sangla and the other at Sargodha Wo 
have no ginning factory at L\ allpur I do not buy lapaa at Lyallpur It I do buy any lapas at L 3 allpur, 
I have to get it ginned 'at Sangla The ginners here gm cotton only for members of the ginning and 
pressing pool, with the exception of one factory which is outside the pool This has been taken on lease by 
the Japan Cotton Trading Companj This is the only factory which is not a member of the pool and will 
therefore gin for outsiders This factory has been taken over bj the Japan Trading Company for the last 
tw o years They have taken the factory on lease and they buy lapas in Lyallpur and at out stations 
They w on’t gin tor us though they arc not members of the pool They w ill not gin tor us as they are com 
petitors The lessees of a factory arc not as a rule members of the pool but the owners are The cotton 
that wo buy is despatched to Bombay and Karachi So long as the freight arrangements were not as bad 
as they are at present, all cotton used to go to Karachi from here Since last year it has practically all 
been sent straight to Bombay because the sea freight from Karachi to Bombay has been raised to such an 
extent that it is cheaper to send cotton direct to Bombay from hero than to send it via Karachi We send 
most of the cotton that we buy to Bombay but what happens to it after that, I do not know Probably it 
goes to Europe and to Japan Part of it may bo sold to the mills in Bombay 

4371 I have bought small lots of cotton at auctions in Sangla and Sargodha, but most of ourpurcha'os 
aro made in the mandis in Sangla and Sargodha I find the 1 apas is in a much purer state than I 
expected The admixture on the whole is a very small one The admixture was heavier at the beginning 
of the season than It w as last month or at present I do not pay any commission to the orofyas It is the 
znmtndar who pays the commission The araiyas act only for the zamindar and not for the purchaser 

4372 I buy only Jcsfii cotton foi forward delivery and not American The 5anias donotdeliier 
according to typos in a rising market, not even deshi Matters seem to be improving in this respect 
Only a few years ago, it was sometimes impossible to obtam, in a rising market, delivery against a 
low priced contract and, as a matter of fact, I know of cases in which no delivery was given against a 
contract and the sellers tried to get out of the contract and quietly managed to do so even in court During 
the last few years, people have been a httle more reliable It is impossible, or at least not advisable, to 
put any trust in a forward contract except that, if the rate ruling at the time of deha ery is higher than the 
contract rate, you generally get cotton mixed or otherwise adulterated or inferior 

4373 Erom what I have seen, (feafii fnjias does not arm e in damped condition here The American 
lapas that I have seen at Lyallpur of late, is however very damp It is damper than anywhere else I 
am referring to lapas I can scarcely believe that it is not damped to a certain extent artificially I do 
not know whether it is due to the cultivator picking his cotton early in the morning or by the araiyas 
purposely damping, but it is done before it is sold in the market 

4374 When I buy dealt, I get it ginned at Sangla or Sargodha in the ginning factories which we have 
leased I have experience of other ginning factories in the district There is not so much artificial damping 
done by them ns there used to be I have never noticed anything except that godowns have been sprinkled 
with water before cotton was stored in them but this is now a days rather the exception than the rule 
Matters have improved in this respect Tlie ginning factories mix various quantities of lapas to a certain 
extent Those wliiCli buy an average quality of lapaa in the market mix American with a heavy admixture 
with the American which has a slighter mixture A slight mixture is one up to three per cent of desli in 
American A heavy mixture is one up to twenty or 25 percent of dealt The average of admixture is 
higher, of course, than it really ought to be One reason for this is lack of accommodation in the 
ginneries Many lots cannot be kept apart and ginned separately It used to be done in the case of 
(f eslii, boforo the American crop was of any importance Tins means additional work and the ginners in 
the case of American run the risk of not getting the proper price for a purer, i e , better quality They get 
too good a price tor the mixed, i c , lower quality Mixed cotton commands a proportionately better 
price than it ought to do ’* I think mixing will disappear by itself As I have already said, I never 
expected it to be so small as it 13 this year I thought that it would not be possible to get from any 
factory, cotton with less than fifteen per cent admixture 'of dealt cotton but you can get cotton from 

' factories that contains oven loss than ton per cent of dealt I behove that wilful mixing by the factory 
owners has not happened this year 111 Lyallpur to any great extent, with exceptions of course 

4375 Most of the ginning factories send their cotton directly to Bombay The reason why they do 
not hke to sell to us may bo because we are ooinpotitors in the lapas market They fare better if thej' sell 
up country in many ways Firstly, because they get money as the cotton is delivered If they sell in 
Bombay, they have to have recourse to loans and have to wait probably two or three months to get the 
cotton away from the railway station Secondly, they have a chance of tendering a lower quality if the 
market rises, w Inch they have not in Bombay There is no arbitration here Ono or two mills ha\ o bought 
factories here This will tend to chminato the ginning factory owner as dealer 'Ihe only suggestion that 

• Xlils refers lo' American 
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I can male to bring business principles more on lines with Western principles is the establishment of local 
Chambers of Commerce If a buyer of importance does not mind being cheated by the factory owners, it 
means -thcr that he is not fit tor his ]ob or that he is corrupt himself As long as this is so there is no 
hope of improTing matters I should like a local Chamber of Commerce arbitrating on such matters as in 
Karachi Probablj everybody even those who have so far bought on forward contracts, and were without 
any guarantee whatsoever, would like to have a sort of guarantee on local arbitration If local arbitration 
became more general, it would tend to improve matters a groat deal As to the bringing of ginning factories 
under control by means of licensing, I should say it ought to be done where it is possible 

4376 There is no pool either in Sangla or in Sargodha There are four factories in Sangla and about si-? 
in Sargodha but I do not know the exact number at present working I know that there is one which has 
been lying idle for years In other places there are pools There is a uniform charge for ginning and press 
mg It v arics in each district but not ver 5 ' much There is only one pool atLyallpur which comprises Gojra 
ami Toba Tek Smgh There is one pool in Multan in which the pressing rate is lower than it is in Lyallpur 
I have not got the figures here Here they charge Rs 9 8 6 for pressing per bale of 302 lbs and for ginning 
there is no fixed pool rate Tlierateis left to the factory owners to decide He has only to pay a pool con 
tribution on the cotton he gins and not on lapas I do not know what contribution pressers paj to the pool 
I do not think that the pool profits necessarily come out of the pod ots of the cultivator Tlie pool at 
Khanna is one of the strongest pools that I know of Wlien I was at Ambala, I used to buy hotton at 
Khanna The cotton rate used to Ije no cheaper in any place than at Khanna and the 1 apas rate was not 
higher than at Khanna an 3 rwhere So it cannot be the cultivator who paj s the pool profits Tlio factory 
owners were all business men who fairly know what they were doing and they raised the pnee of lapas out 
of the savings of their pool to attract arrivals into the market And although the crop round about 
Khanna was poor, the prices at Khanna attracted cotton from Ludhiana These pools at Khanna could 
not have paid higher rates than Ludhiana if they hod not utilized their pool profits for the pui pose of 
purchasing the lapas There can be a good pool ns well as a bad pool I do not approve of pools being 
formed which affect the quality of the product or interfere with trade As long as the pool is pureH an 
industrial one, I think it IS not a bad thing because the sharers in it can, with the profits which they 
make on one side, pay the railway freight on lapas brought into that place from outside They 
become by this competitors with the outside m-rket and prevent outside markets from being too low 
as IS, for instance the case in Multan The Multan pool pays a contribution to the railway freight on 
lapis brought to Jtultan from this line, Lyallpur, Shorekot, Chichoki Mahan or from the Montgomery line 
They pay a certain contribution per maund of lapas to encourage the bringing in or 7 apas into Multan by 
which, of course, the zamindar actually profits Such action tends to level the prices round about the place 
where there is a reasonable pool Tliere are 43 factories in Multan of which about a dozen arc working 
Two thirds of the factories have stopped workmg and yet they share in the pool The share of tlioso^^ 
factories that are idle does not amount to anything that they really ought to get I think pools are to a" 
certain extent, where the budding of factories is not otherwise restricted, good things because, os you 
know, the tendency of the Indian merchant or banta or whoever it i6 that puts up a factory at a certain 
place IS to make a profit Next year another man comes along and builds another factory in the same 
place and so on Within three or four years, there may bo three times the number of factories that arc 
required The sooner a reasonable pool is formed the sooner is it hkely that the rates for ginmng and 
pressing will bo kept at a low level Such a pool is an asset because it prevents by co operation an 
excessive number of factories being erected on the same spot. Wliencver n new factory is gomg to bo 
erected, the remaining factories stand together and compete with the new comer or at least threaten to 
compete wnth him m a way that will prevent his making any profit out of his venture Tins tends to 
restrict the number of factories Such a pool is better than no pool Even if outsiders were to pay 
R« 20 for ginning and pressing, it would not affect the profits of the zamxndars because what we actually 
pay to the factory owners, in the shape of excessive ginning or pressing rates, goes towards the cost of 
purchasing lapas In Sangla where there is no pool, the pressing rate is Es 9 8 6 for outsiders but this 
only means that the factory owner who can charge Rs 9 8 6 for pressing can sell Ins cotton com- 
paratively cheaper than if he were only chargmg Es 4 or buy his 7 apas at a relatively higher price than 
if he had only charged Rs 4 for pressing In my opinion, factories do not really pay very well with certain 
exceptions, of which Gojra is one I do not ap ec with the pool in Lyallpur but on the whole I do not think 
that the factories here are paying too well They are not very accurate in their calculations A factory 
owner starts a factory and deals in cotton at the same time If he makes a profit in the first year, he thinks 
he has paid for his factory In the second year and subsequently, his calculations have nothing to do with 
the real cost of his factory He docs not take into account his capital outlay, interest charges, depreciation 
or anything of tint land They calculate what they please As to whether, if factory owners w ere not 
buyers but ginned and pressed on commission only and the charges for the pool were kept high, the factory 
owners would make a good profit, in the long run I should say no Apparently they w ould bo able to do so 
but nobody would take their factories at least at iinrcasonaHo rates As long as there is the least com 
petition they cannot enforce anything Too high rotes would attract competition in the next y ear Another 
factory ow nor would come in and share in the profits and cut their throats This is what is happemng The 
interest of the factory' owners lie in attracting lapas and not in mining the market Tlie pool rates ean be 
changed at any time They have a claim that their concern should be paid for to a reasonable extent If 
tlie crop is small, the pool contribution remains the same I do not think that they change their agreement 
according to the condition of the crop If they have to handle a crop of 60,000 bales and if there is no new 

contribution if the crop were a hundred thousand 

“ q cotton {deshi) is Iniown in Bombt^ under two recognised trade descriptions “ Bengal ” and 

, I cannot say whether Hansi and Hissar would be classed under “ Bengali ” I am not certain 

a oil those two stations It can be ascertained from the Cotton Trade Association, Bombay Multan cotton 
comes un er bind Pun 3 ab ” Multan is such a small crop that it very rarely goes to Bombay' "When it docs, 

I IS so V for, in Bombao , there is^no quotation for Multan I have already' stated in my written 
yir cnco, hat cotton ought to be classed on its own merits irrespective of its origin Tins ought to be done 
1 ' ' /'I'l “"1”“ w not of the same class or quality' In “ Sind Punjab ”, the qualities that arc 

n'ni*i ' 11 *'^'^*' that they really should not bo sold as the same thing Tlicy should 
Th fngether ns one I yvoiild not sell forward Multan or Amritsar_nnder the same classification 

e c ought to lie other names for tl esc ylneli would pot betray the origin, the crigm of which max 
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howovor bo known all the same It should not bo made a condition m the deh\ ory that the cotcon comes 
fi om snob and snob a station or from any number of stations As to u bother if j on w anted to buy a certain 
quantity, say a thousand bales of “ Smd Punjab ” cotton, you u ould know that you were gettmg a oert-un 
quality of cotton, that is exactly what you don’t know “ Sind Punjab ” is a misnomer , it means nothing 
-there is such a vaiiety of cotton m “ Sind Punjab ” that you leally do not know what you got A Inigo 
field IS covered by that expression and you cannot really know what >00 would get You may get the 
cheapest and most inferioi cotton I will give you an idea of what I moan >Siipposo Lj allpur cotton 
is ^oth of on inch longer than Khanna You buy “ Sind Punjab” on a ccitam class and because Ljallpur is 
better lu staple, this will bo picked out by the experts and will bo bought by experts and the man who has 
sold yon “ Siiid Punjab” will buy Khanna and you will get Khanna ind will neiei see any Lyallpui 
i’horo IS a great difference in quahty between the cotton from Sargodha, Gojra, Lyallpur and Amiitbar, 
so much so that I cannot undeistand why experts thiow these all into one heap and say that it is 
“Sind Punjab” The differenoo in quahty m “ Westerns ” cotton from Raiohur, Gunt ikal, Bellary 01 
Bijapur 13 not so groat as between the cotton from Amritsar and Lyallpur I would not restrict a certain 
quahty to certain stations arbitrarily and absolutely as in the case with “ Bengal ” and “ Sind Punjab ” 
It IS a good hold tor exports There 13 no doubt about it I have no interest nor has oiu him in the mattti 
but it can soarooly bo perceived why It should be as It 13 I sell cotton from here on types I would noi. 
leplaoe it by names of lailway stations Why should not the business be run on safer lines , why should it 
be rendered more of a gambhng nature ? It can bo put on a safe basis h or instaneo, there are two big 
farms m the Punjab, Rallis and Volkarts, who will guarantee you not only the class but an actual typo 
Why should a man buy “ Smd Punjab ” J This is notan article in demand in Bombay and it is quite 
loasonable It should not be “ Sind Punjab ” ought to go to Karachi as it used to do m normal years Wh> 
should you notbuysomethmg which you know what it is ’ Though the types may vary from year to year, 
yet if you buy on a spocifio typo you know what you get “ Smd Punjab ” goneially is a lower cl is^ 
than “ Bongals " This joai the opposite is the case, many tracts 111 “ Smd Punjab ” yieldmg better 
quahtv than the United Provinces, t e , “ Bongals ’ 

4378 The system of arbitration in Bombay in regard to Punjab Ameiioan cotton is not reliable yet 
There is really no reliance to bo placed on arbitration bee luse the cotton is new and it is not known how the 
arbitrators ui Bombay are going to class it I have no suggeotion to make in regard to the foasibihty of 
extending a olabsifioation to the whole of India I should fake to see the point investigated in Bombay It 
ought to bo enquired into at Bombay from the members of the Cotton Tiade Association I think, of 
course, that the narrower the margm of rejeotion, the bettei foi the cotton expert It would exclude to a 
certain extent people from the cotton trade wno are not conversant with it As to what the narrower 
margin should bo, I have not formed any opmion I consider, under pre war circumatanoes, Rs 5 for 
Punjab American m Bombay to bo a narrow enough margin I cannot accept the classification entered in 
the rules of the Cotton Trade Association Instead of classifying cotton according to the name of the 
railway station from which It comes, I want i^ classified according to quahty irrespective of the railway 
station If there is to bo a hmit, then let it bo a limit on a wider basis Por instance cotton from Nabha, 
Rohtak and other places in the eastern Punjab is only accepted as “ bind Punjab ” As you know, 

“ Smd Punjab” IS in ordinary times lower than “ Bengals” m Bombay The result is that cotton from 
those stations used to go to Ambala to be rebooked from there as “ Bengals ” Nobody seemed to notice 
that in Bombay There is not that difierence of quahty between these stations which would really justify 
aooepting one as “ Bengals ” and not the other The quahty vanes a good deal accoidmg to the season 
Stations like Jhind, Kaithal, Narwana, Panipatand Sonepat sometimes furnish splonded cotton and 
sometimes very bad cotton It depends entirely on the monsoon I do not see why Pmijab cotton 
which came from any station m the Punjab should not be accepted as “ Bengals ”, if it is as good as 
Bengal Why should the faotoiy owner have to book it to another station and then lebook it to Bombay to 
got Rs 10 more ? As a rule, the price of “ Smd Punjab ” cotton is considerably lower than “ Bongals ” 
This year is an exception There are different descriptions for a handful of stations quite close together in 
the Central Provinces The difference between the cotton from these stations is not to be compaied with the 
difference m quality between certam stations which are accepted as bind Punjab and certam which are not 
Cotton from Bera Qfaazi Khan is accepted as “ Smd Punjab ” and so is cotton from Amritsar If you buy 
the two cottons and put one beside the other, the only thing that they have in common is that they are going 
to be spun As to whether tliere should be a sub classification for “ bind Punjab,” it is not likely that 
Bombay will undertake auythmg of the kmd because the position of Bombay as a customer for “ Smd 
Punjab ” IS only an important one just now In ordinary times and after the war when Karachi will 
become more important than it was before the w ar, Bombay will have no interest, I fancy, in lookmg to 
the trade of the Punjab while all the cotton will go to Karachi It is unnatural that it should go to 
Bombay In ordmary times, I should say fully 90 to 95 per cent of the “Smd Punjab” cotton goes to 
Karacln Some of it is sent to Bombay from Karachi, it is true, but the reason for this is that Karachi has no 
exchange If there were a cotton exchange in Karachi, Bombay would have httleto do withthe Pmijab 
cottons The reason why “ Smd Punjab ” is gomg to Bombay at present and not to Karachi is that the sea 
freight from Karachi to Bombay 18 prohibitive It is cheaper to send it to Bombay by rail and as no sea 
freight for Europe or Japan is available at Karachi at present, the cotton has to go to -Bombay in 
any case The circumstances are exceptional My suggestions 111 regard to classification are meant to be 
apphod only to the Punjab I would not generahze for tfae whole of India As long as the gamblers, people 
who are not exports in cotton, are kept out of the trade, the trade remams on a sounder basis I do not 
think it would bo feasible to divide “ Smd Punjab ” into classes such as Lyallpur, Amritsar, etc , classes, 
because these would be too small m ordmary times for the Bombay Cotton Prado Association to admit 
If Karachi becomes a cotton exchange, there is no doubt that the various kmds of Punjab cotton would fall 
under several classifications The chief point is that the railway station from winch cotton is despatched 
should not servo as a criterion The difference in value betw oen the cotton from the various stawons is 
often imaginary 

4379 I am not m favour of the pubhoation of Bombay and Liverpool prices in up country markets, 
at the present tune In normal times, I have no objection to the publication of Bombay prices As regards 
Liverpool prices, I should say that there are verj few people m India who can judge, on the basis of the 
price in Liverpool, what the rate here ought to be There is notone zanundar who can do it Normal 
conditions in regard to trade between Livorpoolandliidiaaronotlikclyto bo estabhahedfor another quarter 
of a oontiuy or for another ton years at least, and there will bo great fluctuations in freight J tlinik that 
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the publication of lapas rates of all the mandts m a district in e\ cry mandi in that district is the thing that 
ought to bo done, t e , in tho mandis m the Lj allpur distiiot, the prices atLyallpur, Tandhanwala, Gojra, 
Jaranii ala, etc , Mould bo pubhshed So far only the Lj allpur rates ha\ o been iiubhshed at tho other 
mandts in tho district uhoieas all the rates in all the mandis should be pubhshed I do not think that the 
Bombay rates are any guide to tho cultivator at tho present time 

4380 I have no copy of the Bremen arbitration rules to which I have referred Tho dillerenoe is that 
the Bremen arbitrators are cotton experts paid by tho Exchange and being luiaiiaie of the seller and the 
buj er m ei ery case, they simply arbitrate on sample and do not act for the buyer or the seller as is the 
case m Bombay at present and in Lu erpool They arc absolutely mnocoiit of any partisanship m the 
transaction They are neither paid by the one or by the other Arbitration should be on tho Bremen 
system I 11 ould advocate that tho Bremen sjstem should be adopted in Liverpool and Bombay Iheie 
are tii o clauses 

Clause I — Includes payment to a certain extent of a premium for better quality hj tho buj or to tho 
seller, i e , spinner to the shipper 

Clause II — Contract stipulates that an alloiiance should only bo paid on inferior quahty and nothing 
for superior quality (iihicli is the same as the present Liverpool contract) 

Tliese are the til o contracts Theie is no “ Sind Punjab” m Bremen or m Lu erpool as far asl knoii 
There is only Bengal and Sind S nd and Bengal were chiefly, as far my experience goes, sold under 
clause I I do not, hoivei er, like to generah/c and prefer to stick to the Punjab in my evidence 

4381 (Mr Noij/iiiisoii ) A copy of the Bremen rules can bo obtained in Bombaj Liverpool ii ould 
gut a larger share of Indian cotton if the Bremen rules iieie adopted With the introduction of the Breiuui 
lule,, Breme 1 attracteJ the bulk of the business from Liverpool No one Who is particular about getting a 
certain quality of cotton is satisfied u ith the Liverpool contract I am of opinion that Home guarantee 
ooiitraot tends to loner the quahtj of the cotton rather than the opposite 

4382 As to the admixture of deshi cotton mth Amerieaii, I could not tell you m a case of admixture of 
ginned cotton whether it u as five per cent I could perhaps saj that the cotton contained deshi but not 
the percentage It is possible to tell the accurate percentage of mixture in I apas but not in ginned cotton 
I M ould dote ct ten per cent but not less I might be able to detect less than ton per cent deshi in American 
but could not be certain about it This is why I decline to buy American cotton readj unless Lhave seen 
the Lapas in the process of ginning That is tho only reliable test In that case, I could detect any 
poroontage 

4383 (Mr Boberts) lhave advocated the establishment of local Chambers of Commerce Here wo 
would have to make a start at Lyallpur and tho question would be whether outsiders in Sargodlia district 
and stations in tho Lower Ban Doab Canal Colony would agree to join the Chamber and sell on its arbitra 
tion My idea is to save litigation, to render business safer and to put it on a sounder basis At present, 
j ou have to leckon with a great deal of moonvemence, trouble and ev on loss on account of litigation It is 
unsound to make forward contracts I should like to have such Chambers not only lor cotton but for all 
produce At Lj allpur, we have experts who could act arbitrators for all the produce If such an orgamsa 
tion were found feasible I would not have fixe I arbitrators In case of disputes, the procedure laid down 
in the Arbitration Act should be follow ed Each party would appoint an arbitrator It one party failed to 
do so within a week the other party would also appoint the opponent’s arbitrator If the arbitrators 
failed to come to terms, they would appoint an umpire Cotton contracts at Karachi are generally 
arbitrated on by two European merchants Up here, Indian merchants of standing should be given a fair 
chance but, in that case, it might be difficult to find an umpire and therefore the Chairman of the 
Chamber should in case of need appoint he umpire To make this effectiv c, no law would be required as 
the present Arbitration Act could bo made applicable to the Punjab in general or to tho seats of these 
Chambers At present it only applies to Bombay, Karachi and Calcutta I do not know about Caw iipore 

4384 I advocate a standing cotton bureau or somethmg of the kind which would be a branch of the 
Agricultural Department and a link betw een the trade and tho Agricultural Department At present they 
are not as much in touch as they should bo Such touch as there is is individual at present I w ould have 
a standing bureau consisting of Agricultural Department experts and of merchante The business of the 
agricultural experts would be to keep the trade informed of ev erj thing in which it took an interest such as 
changes in tho character of the crop On the other hand, the trade would keep the Agricultural Department 
informed of the changes m trade and the character of the demand The trade know s f aulj w eU w hat crop 
is going to be in demand for sometime There can be no doubt that there will be a very heavy demand 
for cotton for many years to come and therefore in order to ensure for Indian cotton that position which it 
ought to have in the market of the world, it ought to bo properly organised on the most modern principles 
Wo want a complete organization to give Indian cotton its proper position 

4385 I have already stated that the Punjab will get Rs 130 lakhs through American cotton this 
j oar I will now explain how this is arrived at The yield of American this j ear is considerablj better 
than deshi My estimate for deshi is four maunds per acre and the average tor American six maunds I am 
strengthened in this estimate by the fact that up to the 3rd January much more American came m than 
desAt, both in Lyallpur and at other stations The price of American in Lyallpur w as about thirty per 
cent higher than that of desfii I roni the 3rd of January the arrivals wall bo chiefly American There will 
practically be no deshi left So that w ith an acreage of sixty per cent American and forty per cent deshi, w e 
shall get considerably more American than w e "could expect on the basis of on equal outturn- There 
are 267,000 acres of American It would fetch Rs 5 to Rs 4 per maund less if it were deshi lhave 
however taken an average difference in value between des/ii and Ameriean Lapas ol Rs 4 per maund and 
the average selling rate of American lapas at Rs 13 per maund If desfti yielded four maunds per acre, 
thojB four maunds would be worth Rs 16 more if they were Ameriean This makes, on 267,000 acres, 
Rs 42,72,000 In addition to this comes the better yield of lapas per unit of land, which may be two 
maunds per acre Let us however put it dowai at only 12 maunds per acre which tho American this year 
yields more than deshi , maund at Rs 10 per maund equals Rs 33 4 per acre, on 267,000 acres roughly 
Rs 88,78,000 This makes a total extra revenue for the cultivator of^Rs 1,31,50,000 I consider 
Rs 130 lakhs a consorvativ e estimate - Tho actual gain may be any thing betw con 130 and 160 laklis 

4386 There should be a eonsidorablo mercaso in the staff of the Agricultural Department By' staff, I 
mean tho experts attached to tho Department It is not a question of doubling the staff hut it is a 
question of trebling it or even more 
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4J87 As to arliliuial dami)mg, I may say that I have novoi seoii it dono by zainmdars but I have sotn 
\ cry damped lapas m the Jitaiidis, uhioh I cannot bchovo has not been wiUullj damped Iho estimated 
loss of Amoncan lapas m the gmopener ns compited to dcsfii iajws is double at least if it is not oxoth 
8i\ oly damped Aiiienean Inpos is nhvaj s dainpti than dcs/u cv eii if not artifieialli damped If dampness 
nero morelj duo to the seed being bigger, it ought to bo uiiifoim ■tthieh it is not Somolimos thelapnsis 
actuallj dripping u ot I did not oxnimno tho carts at the reoent auctions I only saw the samples from 
which tho moisture had perhaps evaporated Ironi those I have seen — 1 have not seen maiij — I hnd that 
this cotton IS not as damped as that which comes into tho mandi 

4388 (J/r Ilodgknison) Ihavo alroadj stated that tho Homo guarantee contract tondfato loweitlie 
qu ihtv ot tho Indian cotton i’his is a matter of fact 'iho Home guarantee contracts are such tho lowest 
quality 13 oxpoitcd igainst them 'iiic lowest “Bengal” quality is exported 'iho reason is that tliu 
penalty is aerj low I porsonallj watched it jears ago I watohed tho aibitralion against Home 
guaraiiteo contracts and found that tho penalties imiioscd were insulhcieiit m most cases Anjbodj who 
biijs on Homo guarantee contract ought to Know bj now that ho cannot expect anytliing but the lowest 
qu ihtj 

4389 {Mr Henderson ) The present situation is that “ Sind Punj ib " is a \ cij largo nica and all tlio 
cotton from this urea IS put under tho same trailo namo “ Sind Punjab ” though there maj bo \cij wide 
diftereiiccs indeed between tlio cottons in this tract I do not want to talK about all India Ihe actual 
ellcct IS tliat tho Punjab cotton in manj cases does not fetch its propel puce becauso against a forward 
contract tor “ Suid Punjab,” a man ns a seller can tender aiij thing fioin any of those stations accepted 
us “ Sind Punjab ” He wall tlieroforo tcndei the cheapest cotton against such contracts, that cotton wlneh 
IS tho least in demand and thcioloro inferior ihcrc is no rcscniblaneo between cotton from Nawabslidi 
III Sind and the (fctlii cotton from Lj allpiir 'ihej arc not tho same You could not m ICaraebi tciidei 
one against tho other but j on could in Bombvj Ido not loiow what tho idea m Bombaj is As to 
w hether tho result is that a man grow iiig a good qunhtj of cotton does not boncrit by it, I tliinK it docs not 
turn ),out ns bad as that because the s crj fact that the station of dc'-pateh is taken as final for tho elassiiiea 
tion enables people to transfer " 'niid Punjab” cotton to a station elassilicd as a “Bengal” station and 
despatch it from there and then to get tho “ Bengal ” rates As to whcthci, if bind cotton was sold on its 
own merits and not under classilicatioii, it would get a belter price it maj be so in oortain cases As a 
inittcr of fact at the begmiiing ot tho season “ Smd Punjab” in Bombay was about Rs b to Rs 10 below 
Bengal and now it is a rupee higher If cotton from here weio accepted in Bombay against “ Bongals ” 
as It 13 entitled to bo, this dillereneo would no\ or ha\ o existed from the beginning but Bombaj requiicd to 
BOO the arm als to form an opinion of the present crop of tho " Smd Punjab ” and it w ns onlv after liiu iiig 
scon them that thoj raised the price to tho loicl of “ Beiigals ” Iho whole system of clnbsilicatioii should 
ho o\ crhauled iliat is a most important matter It is possible th it this cumbersomo olassilioation 
resultsm the bad reputation of Indian cotton It strikes me that spmnors who liaioa chance of bujing on 
Bremen arbitrations do mnoh more business in Indian cotton than others tcrtain shippers haao n 
reputation for not sliipping interior cotton 'liicrc is competition enough to ensure goodquahtj though not 
as good ns could bo sliqipcd profitablj under the Bremen contract clause I 

4390 Is regards JapanoaO bujers, I should saj that thej are not > cl cxpeiicnced in up country 
busincs'- 1 do not consider it necessary that other countries should send out buj ers m order to meet com 
petition, paiticularlj if tiie Liverpool arbitration rules irc changed 

4391 As to tho nrgum‘'nt that anj ondouour toencourige tho giowtbof long staple cotton in India 
would practieallj mean exploiting tho country for the benehtof England, I should saj that it might as 
well bo slid that Vmoriea was being exploited on behalf ot Laiiciislurc liom tiio point of mow of internal 
econoinj, it must be considered a good thing if the exports from tho countrj increase in \ aluo and s oliiinc 
ihe long staple cotton grown in India would be taken up liirgch bj Indian mills but Europe would also 
has 0 a chance of buj ing 

4392 (Hr Roberts) I uii not altogclher in fas our of the publication of tho Bombaj prices in tho 
mand\s At the time when the notice boards were put up iiultlic into for the Sind Punjab were gi\cn,tiie 
bind Punjab rate in Bomb ij was eonsidorablj lower than the locil rate hoie The piiees hcio do not 
follow the prices 111 Bombaj now bceiuseof the disorgnnucd railwaj traffic In ordinary times tho> do 
fairlj w ell but you elm not t ike the Boinbaj rates for “ Bcng ils ” as a basis for Lj dlpiir nor aio the bind 
Punjab ratoo rchable 'ihus is mainly because of the classihc ition question I am not against the piineiplo 
of publishing prices in mam/is, but I am against tho public ition of infoimation i Inch is misleading 
Latelj, the prices in Bombay ha\ orison to about double Prices hero nio, in mj opinion, too high 
comp ired with those of Bo iibaj, with the present booking and trailie arrangements I expect a slump 
111 prices here, i c , a widening of tho margin between Punjab and Bombay rates, because at piesent latos 
tho market requires heaps of capital which is not at tho disposal of factory owners 

1393 In connexion with tho classification of railway Btations, 1 would not advocate tho piohibition 
of tho moiemeiit of kajms oenif the classification were altered It would interfere with trade, and 
would atrengthenod tho pools especially unreasonable ones 

1301 {President) As a remedy for such practices as niixuig, unjust weights and in tho goiioial inter 
Oils of commerce and trade, I would rely on tho creation of Cliunbors of Commerce That would haio a 
strong cducatu 0 influenoo without legislivtixo intcrfcrenco I think they would be a gicat help I am not 
m fa\our of pools but I say that in certain places they aro good withm reasonable limits 

4393 As regards tho statistical side of cotton, the areas shown m tho forocssls, I think, iro accuiato b it 
tho figures of outturn could bo improved if tho w ork w ere token over by tho Agricultural Department w liieh 
w ould has 0 to bo Btrongthened both on tho European and tho Indian side As to ginning and pressing 
returns, I think that they should bo made compulsory At present they arc useless and even harmful 
because tlioy are not complete 

4390 I am in favour of bringing tho Agiicultural Dopartment and tho trade much closer together by 
tho establishment of a contial Bureau consisting of agricultural exports and tiadcrs so that tho qvustion can 
bo looked at from tho proper point of v lew and tho question ot Indian cotton put in its proper pi ice in tho 
w orld’s market 

4397 I think that the publication of tho ovidonco before tho Committee woukl bo useful to us and also 
to othi 1 men in tho trade 
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I — Aciiioui Tun 111 Lmi iuu.( i 
(6) “ Dtihi ” long staiilc cotton 

1308 (10) Expciiencc — I )i!i\o cxpcnonco of Korinja, Akoln, IImgiu)j,li kt, Aiiirioti, lUrM, Kiiritlii 
omlLyiillpur I ^vfts .it KiimijA UkO 6L-\bOns, Akol i, llmgimgliat, Amr otiiiiul Jkirii t di one i uihoii, Knncln 
/i\ 0 > curs I ud Lj i Ilpui bi\ bcasons , , , 

1J99 (11) Varieties — llio larietiis of i/mAi long nl-rjilo cotton groan on llic diolricts aith aliitli I nnt 
! tquunitul "10 bam at Ki r nja and Al,ola and Anni at CImnda and jan and Tdanga itHingvngiiat At 
llaisi long stapled ilcshi cotton n >b arriving from nirronnding villages or hti tions and was disf ingniditd I'j 
Mich names rt lurklco Bhonav, Latur, Bid, Mnklitd, otc In tlio i vino in inner at ICnranj v and AI ol i also, 
such ij Digiis, M sngrulc, JIangrulo Pir, etc , at Kannja and llingoli, Bas iin, etc , at Akol i 1 am t ilkin„ 
of about fifteen h cs ago 

1100 (13) VioUs and profits and comparative returns — An to the diftcreuce in prices helvveoi 
long st iplcd dcshi and blioi t stapled dciJtt, iho a\ erage v as Its 1 to Rs 0 per m uind Inglic r for long staplcsl 
ami its 9 to Its 10 per mi und (82 lbs ) in the ease of Ameneiii over that ol dcihi short st ipled in tho l’nn)i b 

1101 (15) Conditions atlooting Increase n area — Asdaj by dav thirois goingtobo good denund for 
Jong stapled cotton and tho puces jiaid foi it ero v ery much higher than those of i/ri/n short iitapleol it pre-n at, 
I do not think dcshi long st vpled cotton crop v\ dl dcore-ise but on tlio contnirv , the are s of sucli cotton will 
ineio.V 30 in the long luii in tho place of short st vjiled cotton Cliiirtio conditions irrigation, competition 
with food eiops and labour supph will affect tho incre-isc 

4102 (IG) Suitability of existing varieties — In tho lyalijnir, ■Montgomery and .Sirgodha diiitriels, 
buperior types of dcshi long s'aplcd can bo introduced but as Americi n lias now already been bueee«sful, 
1 doubt whether tho oultivalora would now t iko up the foreign uiil nown variety ol d> dti long stapled Bcesl 

410J (17) Prevention of mixing of different varieties — 1 would like to recommend to tho cultivators 
to follow tho bv stem of Ris.ilawnla8 Nos 15 and 17, particularly to get r/c«/ii short st vpicd cotton plant rooted 
out 111 its infaiioy when doteoted in tho field, from the long st iplcd dedn or rnv long stapled exotic cotton , 
and they should bo informed fully of tho ndvant.igo of bclccting tho pure tCed of long stajilcd iJcht or exotic 
cotton m order to got tho bettor prices and improve the qualitv 
(2) As to tho mixing in tho factories, if very long cxperieiiecd cotton beleclors aro cngagexl, it will l>o 
avoided oiitnoly By their t lot, si ill and contmuous watch no mixing of short stapled with tliat of Ion,, 
stapled can bo pn oti«c<I in tlio factories Tins I am writing with my ptrsoiu'l experitnee of six sevtoiu in tlio 
Lyallpur district 

4101 (18) Uses of seed aad seed solcotlou — Tho seed is used generally for fodder purposes and a 
small portion at tho end of tho season for sowing It cm bo rccoramciidcal for cxlnicting oil ns well 'I he 
bolcotion 13 practised V cry well by tho tynllpur Agnoullural College, w Inch is worth copying in all other dis 
triota as well, whole faucli nmngomciits aro possible Sometimes tho gmncrH arc also keeping tlio pure seed 
of Aiuorioin sopi rate foi sowing purposes Spccivlly band gmncsl seed is not selected 

4405 (19) Goaoralcooaoimcconditioas — Iwouldhko to reCoramond to spro.id tho knowledge of tvrt fully 
lundling tho hapas when picked from tho fields ns tho present practice is quite objectionable It should be 
picked III dry w o thcr iml no yellow kapas should bo mixed with the good one and no Ic if should bo taken 
along with tho kapas Tiio /upas should not bo allowed to fall on the ground and thus gel mixed with dirt 
and Icav es Tlieso icmsiks aro applicable m all tho districts of India, generally, whiro uircful picking is not 
made Thus a good deal of labour, time and extra expenses v\ ill bo bav cd in tho factories and tho cultiv alorh 
will get a good pioraium in pnocs over lower qualities of tlio varao description Thu loss perceiitago also viill 
bo loss Before I c. mo to Lyallpur, tho / apas and cotton were handled in the opciation very uirelt-.sly and 
withmypcibU tion and tact tho practice has been improved to a certain extent and there aro still more 
chanoos of improving the cotton in tho factories, vvbilo gmmng and preesmg, if tho gmners and buy ers 
would caio to do it jointly In my oial ov idonco, I can describe them fully 

(c) Exotic cotton 

4400 (21) Varieties — Lyallpur Amoricin cotton is grown 

4107 (25) Conditions affcotme increase in area — Insufiiciont supply of cinal water at timcc, 
olimatio conditions, competition vi ith food crops, limitation of rotations, labour sujiply and abscuco of catcful 
moo selection of seed would allcct tlio increase 

4408 (2G) Suitability of existing varieties — Tlio light variety of cxofio (American) is pushed on 
but African and CJambodia, wliicb aro longer in staple thru Amcnern, cvii iilbO bo iccomnioiukd as a In. I 

4409 (17) Prevention of mixing of different varieties — ^I would lil o to rcoommend stronglv, is 
stated before, to tlio mill owners, ind exporters to engage only' well and long experienced cotton selectors ind 
purchasers, vvlio know tlio long stapled variety perfectly well in all respects and who am uLo by (lien cx- 
porionoo and t" ot persuade tho ginnoib to gm simply tho puio qualities sopr i ito and thu i oncounigo this indus 
try in the right direction, not minding ov on if a slight promiuin is paid to tho gmners 

(2) If tho desht long stapled cotton is also sillcy and similar in staple to that of oxotio cotton, I do not 
think it objectionable for its mixing in small quantities 

4410 (28) Importation of seed — To my know ledge onco tho latoJfr Jamsotji Tata impoitcdthol'gv p 
tinn seed mto India but it was not successful and I pcrsoiirlly s vw some holds of Lgyptiau at Nagpur rltacl cd 
by black insoots and thus it failed 

4411 (29) General economic conditions — As to tlio improvement of tho plant tho cultivation of 
cotton should bo oiitrustod wath tho right men and at the right places Thogmnois should bo also well 
experienced ind they should engage good, clover and well pud fitters m order to sot tho gins for long 
stapled cotton 

(2) Establishment of seed fi iins is recommended Distuot staff is noocssaiv so as to guide tho 
cultivatois m tho right direction Mon in tho buying agencies should bo well oxpierionccKl of long stapled 
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cotton of tliat district Quito non and r'>-w selectors and pnrchpscrs rro liaTilo to bo defrauded easily So 
regulation m the buying agencies 18 necessary Tlie gmners also rro to bo explained fullj m tlio beginning 
es to tlio advantage of ginning puro cotton separately It is no use complaining of the mixing of tlic dedn 
sliort st” pie cotton in tlie long staple American unless the mills and exporters caroto engage aicll endlong 
experienced cotton selectors and then there anil bo no need of cotton regulation in ginning factories 

II — CoMMEKCiAi, Aspect 

4412 (30) Iiooal trade customs — Tlie loose machine ginned cotton is not brouglit into the Punjab 
marhots as in Berar, ailiere there are regular cotton markets with a large compound in avhicli the lajian 
carts, maohino ginned and hand ginned cotton in boras arrive early in the morning for sale The local 
machine ginned cotton is not brought into the market compound but only from surrounding vilhgcs, aihcro 
there are ginning factories but no presses Tlie local machine ginned cotton boras arc taken to the bny ers’ 
compounds in the press factories, arhere tho samples ere approved of end the prices arc settled In the 
Punjab, the buyers have to go to the gmners’ cotton godoams to select the cotton in different lights ivhich 
makes tho selection difficult Tliere is no system of •’dvancmg money to tho cotton sellers, but there is one in 
tho case of forward lapas sellers in the Punjab Tliero is tho system of fomard buying of cotton on 
contracts, but when the prices advance even eight ennas pet maiind, there is sure tobeadispute "bout tho 
inferior quality and trouble and annoyance to both the parties m tho absence of any cotton association 

(2) I avould like to suggest tho establishment of cotton associations founded by the gmners and cotton 
buy ers jointly in all tho important districts of India where, in tho case of "ny dispute, the buy ers or the 
sellers can go on arbitration There is not a single such association m tho Indian districts where there 
are m"ny cotton mills In that case, future buying on contracts can bo safely end largely practised by the 
cotton mills and trades 

4413 (31) Standardization of commercial names — ^Tlic commercial names of the various grades presently 
given may bo continued But this is to bo noticed that inferior cotton of one station (in loose form or pressed 
bales) 13 now despatched by bullock carts to tho next station say ten or twelve miles where " better grade 
IS pvailablo for pressing or despatch to the Bombay and Kar"chi markets The commercial names of cotton 
•are given from the names of tho districts or stations where tho cotton is produced or pressed It is difficult 
to standardize tho commercial names for the cotton of the same locality but it is loft to tho buy ers’ 
selectors to find out and judge whether the particular cotton, which is to ho delivered, is of tho same 
locality named 

4414 (32) Buying agencies — ^Tho best form of buying agency, in my opinion, is not to be practised 
unless some sort of cotton association is established in all the large important cotton centres 

III — St vnsTicAj 

4415 (34) Improvement of statistical information — I think the cotton presses return "ndthe loose 
cotton quantity sold without pressing could be made of good use, if correctly noted, for statistical piirpo^os 

4416 (35) Publication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — The daily public"tion of Liverpool "ml 
Bombay cotton prices et up country markets will bo useful to all tho cotton and }npas trrdors but 
now r days these prices rro already received by private firms daily from Bombay or Krraehi 

Sir H M Vajifd m called and examined 

4417 (Ifr Wudta ) I am a cotton selector in Karachi as well as Lvallpur and other districts where I 
get orders I am not worl mg for any firm , I am doing my own business I usedtoworkfor Jfessrs G"ddum 
A Co mLy allpur My headquarters w ere in Lyallpurbut I used to move about in the neighbourhood I 
have two years oxperionce of Kcranja, Akola, Hinganghat, Amraoti and Barsi and know the cotton grown m 
the various districts Jlarkcting in the Punjab is not satisfactory, as compared with tho Berar districts 
Tho system of buying and marketmg hero is quite different from tliat in Berar Bcr"r Iws muuieip"! 
markets, especially near tho factories All the factories are situated round the markets Tho C"rts of fnpas 
and loose cotton ui boras used to collect in tho Berar markets in the morning and the sellers, and pure! "sers, 
brokers as well as oultivctors, used to come there and settle tho bargains Bffien the bargains were settled, 
tho carts used to go to the compounds of the respectnro buyers The lapas andl cotton carts bought bi tho 
gmners and cotton merchants used to go to the compound of the ginnmg factories rnd presses where they 
w ere w eighcd by the municipal men and not by tho buyer’s men The buyers’ oler',s used to take down tho 
figures, as the carts were aveighedby the mumcipal men The buyerw sS not able to interfere w ith tho w eigh 
mentandthorewerenodisputesasrcgardsweighment Hero buyers have to go to the compounds of tho 
ginning "nd pressing factonos In Berar, the sellers have to go to tho buyer’s compound I would hi etho 
same system, as in Berar, introduced here and thoweighment and everything else mmaged bj tho bliinicipal 
Committee In Berar, a tax is levied on each cart avhich comes into the marl et compound The Committee 
used to give a ticket to the cartman and charged one anna per cart The number of carts that actually 
came in was noted down and, in the evening, reports used to bo issued showung tl "t so many carts had 
strived and that so many pnrchsses had been made by the biijers A list w"s j tinted of tho differert 
buyers 

4418 Cotton varies much in quality in different districts Certain stations Irae got certain names 
It a forward contract is made in Karachi, thenamo of the station 15 not mentioned m tho contract but 
only “ Sind ” IS written Tlie Punjab is not mentioned, as it has got a very bad n"mo regarding quality 
and grade Tliero is mixing of cotton and sometimes cotton of an inferior quahta is put forward against 
forward contracts Buyers do not like to mnke forward contracts for Punjab cotton in Karachi Tlipy 
alw ays prefer Smd cotton for such contracts Tliero is much mixing of different kinds of / apas in tho ginneries 
When inferior / upas arrives, it is never ginned separately but is mixed with superior! npns The two qualities 
are only ginned separately if a premium is paid for the superior quality 

4419 I have not seen much damping in the ginneries I have seen desh cotton dry " nd American cotton 
damped I attribute tho damping to picking in the very early morning I cannot say whether there is 
any artificial damping or not in the cultivators’ godowns 

4420 I h"d experience of this American cotton first in Lj allpur when I had to puroh""e it for Jfossrs. 
Gaddum Co Befoie I C"me, there was no Amcncan In the first season, tlicio w as none, in the second 
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sen son there ns a very little and m the third season I begun t o purolmBO it 1 never used to purchnso lapac , 
1 used to piirohaso cotton from tho ginning factories 1 used to prepare the semples myself m the ginning 
factories and purchase according to my orders I cninot get much American pure here bccauso I armed 
late this season I uas not hero Irst sc- son es 1 uas doing business in laarrchi 

4121 Buycis ought to got good men to select their cotton Many btijers are not competent enough 
to do tho uork I uould 111 o to have associations like tho Bomba\ Colton Iredo Association in all the im 
portant districts of India I have soiiio experience of the Bombivj Cotton Trade Association and their rules, 
which work sstisfaetouly as well ns those of tho Colton Exchange I eni selling cotton iji Bombay under tho 
rules of the Bombej Cotton Tr-’do Association and the Bombay Cotton Exchange lliero is one defect in the 
rules Wion I w anted to sell cotton from Karachi on dock dcli' cry terms (i c , w hen I w anted to gi\ o deliv cry 
m dool 111 Bombay), they both refused nllhoiigli all the cotton from Knraohi goes via sea 1 did business 
w ith pm ate firms on those terms The Bombey Cotton Tr"de Asiocietion wrote saying the t they w ere going 
to put tho mattoi before tho Directors After a wed they replied that they could not allow it and that the 
cotton could only bo sold on rail delta cry terms When I (old them ihi t some firms wore buying from mo 
on dock dcliamry terms, they said that it was a pm ate matter Tlirt checl s business for when soiling on 
dock delivery teiuis both buacr and tho seller K-ao some expense My suggestion is that tho dock dcjircra 
tcims should bosimilrrtothorailwey dcliacry terms That is the only alteration I dcjirc to be made in the 
Bombey rules 

1422 Inicgardto “ Smd Pimjrh ” qualities end grades and prices, Bengal prices used to be higher 
than ‘SmdPunjeh ’ puces before the dclia era of tho crop commenced— say twelao months before Mhen 
I aigucd with tho Cotton Trade Associrtion about it, thca ssid thev could do nothing Although I avToto 
to them whentlio cotton arrived in Keiachi, th"t the Smd quality aaas hotter than Bong I tins sc"son, thca 
could not do ana thing to get it a hotter price Now the piico of “ bind runjab ” is higher than thrf of 
“Bong''K” hut (hero IS a ciy little eUtTereiico—oula Rs "i There in no rcgulanla in tins dilTcrcncc ‘specula- 
tion 18 going in “ Benge Is ” but not so largely in “ Smd Punjab ” Sometimes the staple of “ Sind Punjab ” 
13 bettor than that of ‘ Bcngals ” 

4423 (Mr Ilodgl mean), I hr a c no special oxpcrionco of IFAmorican cotton hut I lira o sonic experience 
of Amcnoan cotton goner''lly I do not 1 now if it an sshippcdto Europe The American cotton can spin 
np to 20s to 30s counts I cannot si a whether that is aanrp or weft as 1 rm not a spmner Tho staple of 
Hinganghrt rfrwfii was 1 s long as that of American Very little tUoht long staple cotton is grown in tho 
Punjab 

4424 American cotton contains a larger percentage of inoislnrc (ban dr'fii cotton but I could not sav to 
what extent My' oxpciionco was that when dry American ffijxi* aaas stored in tlic godowns, and taken out 
"ftor a fortmght or so for ginning, it was damp 'Whon I used toadaiso drying before ginUmg, tho gmners 
did not pay any Iiecd, and so I found cnishcd seed in it after it had been ginned After drying, tho staple 
wrs shorter than before hocauso it aias dried too much So I adaiscd drying for one or two hours and when 
they did that, I found that it was quite rll right Drying too much affects the staple 

4425 (Mr Henderson) As a general rule in Karachi, Smd cotton gels from taaclao annas to Re 1-4 n 
iniund highoi price than Punjab according to tho quality Smd is always considcrcsl a bellir cotton than 
that of tho Punjab , sometimes Multan is equal or super or to it Tins year Lyrllpur is better than Smd 
On cn racrago JIult'’n IS equal to Smd in pneo ns w ell ns in quality Multan cotton is sometimes short 
staple and somotimos good staple 

4420 (Mr liobcrts) I fax our the csteblishmciit of loc.al Cliamhcrs of Commerce CVses of disputes could 
ho settled on the •'rbitri’tion of tho Clininhcr Tho decision of the Chanihcr should ho binding on both 
parties Tho parties should not bo ahlo to go to litigation after tho decision of (ho Clinmbcr Such 
Chambers xvonld bo a grc’t help 

4427 I have a good deal of cxpenonco of American cotton from ITIO I was one of the first liny ers of 
tho cotton In 1010 II, I paid a certain c mount of prcmuiin tor it I purchased it in Lynllpur, also Risalwrela 
Amcnoan cotton in Lynllpur and at Jnranwala , 


Mr iBANSI DHAR, Agent, Messrs TATA, SONS anfl Company, Lynllpur 
Ewmim n AT LvAntj'nii ox the IIth JAXPAny., 1918 
No tonllcn slalemenl nas suhiwKcd by t/ns uitnc’^s 
[Translation ) 

4123 (Mr Ilodghnson) I am tho agent of Messrs Tata, Sons and Company rt Lyelipnr I Imxo 
boon buying Vinorioan cotton at tho Gox eminent auctions on behalf of my firm foi tho h st three years 1 
liax 0 attended fourteen Gox crnnioiit auction sales this venr One was stopped on recount of rrm Nine 
auction sales xxero hold hero the year before last end eloxen last year 

4429 I consider tho staple of the Atticvioan cotton irregular Itaaricsfrom BSiuolxto 1 SSiixch Ibwy 
cotton on behalf of my firm and send it to tho Empress Jliils, Nagpur All tho cotton I buy is used by mx 
firm They do not sell rnv Tlio Empress Mills use it for 24s xiarp and 32s weft 

1130 I do not think that the oultixators intentionally damp cotton but thox expose it to tho night 
dew to got it damp 

4431 I think that tho ginning peroontago of the first ernx als of cotton in tho mrrkct at Lyallpiir is 33 
It IS less in the c^sc of Dtor arnxals and thoavorngoxxonld bo 32t per cent 

1132 (Mr Wadia ) In addition to sending cotton to tho Empress Jtills, I also send it to tho Swadeshi 
Mills, Bombay to tho Standard Mills Bombay, and Tata Mills, Bombay I bought Aa/ws at tho auction 
s"los yesterday equal to 700 hales of hnt I bought “A," “ B,’’ “C”and“D” classes I do not find 
any mixture of des/n cotton m “ A ” class Tho “ B ” class contains a mixtnro up to tw o poi cent In tho 
C ’ class tho average is four poi cent The “ D ” class is not pnro IE but all other Amcncans It 
my contain some iinripo cotton If you examine the seed of "D” class, yon xxill find four different 
colours ono green, one bDck, one ncaily xxhito and oiio yellow or rather //inAi Tho yellow seed means 
that it IS unripe cotton Tho Aojins of tlio y ellow seeded cotton is vciy weal in staple L' st year tho best 
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cotton came from Lyallpur and Jaranwola This year tho Montgomery crop is hotter in regard to length, 
strength and quality than last year Altogether, the total sales o£ American cotton so far have been 
60,000 bales I estimate that there are 26,000 hales yet to come I calculated thesO figures on the 10th 
of this month I buy on limits received from ray firm in Bombay In former years Punjab American 
cotton vraa sold at less than Broach in Bombay but this yearitisRs 20por lhandi higher than Broach Eor 
two years, tho Bombay Mills were not able to appreciate the quality of this cotton Even now, most 
of the merchants in Bombay and Ahmedabad do not appreciate the quality of cotton I should say 
that five eighths of tho merchants do not know about the better quality of tlus American cotton 
In Ahmedabad there ore oltogethe^aixty mills, of which there are only five or six mills who buy here 

4433 I find great difficulty when I buy cotton at tho Government auction sales I thmk that tho 
quantity handled is increasing so rapidly that there is considerable difficulty in dealing with it At yesterday’s 
auction, 16,000 mounds of cotton w as brought for sale Tho weighing it and taking it to tho gmmng factories 
takes a considerable " mount of time I think to avoid difficulties, all the carts should not be brought to 
tho auction sales Tho sales might be on samples from each cart of the A, B, C and D classes After the 
auctions wore over, tho zamtndars’ carts might bo ordered to go direct to tho ginners who had bought tho 
cotton If this sjstem were adopted, even better prices would be realist at the auctions and the 
difficulties of tho buyers would bo removed An auction was held at Okara on the 6th of December 1917 where 
both ready and forward cotton were sold *‘ Ready ” lajias fetched Rs 19 8 per mound and “ forward ” 
fetched Rs 20 1 on condition of delivery within one month Ail the cotton I bought at Okara is still Ijnng at 
that station I cannot remove it to tho gmmng factories owing to railway facilities having been stopped 
The gmnenes at Okara have already had tho cotton they purchased, ginned and pressed The cotton 
I buy at Okara is ginndd at Raowind at Rs 13 2 per bale What I have purchased here will be gmned in the 
factory which wo have recently purchased hero In former years as none of the gmmng factories here gave 
us any facilities, I used to get my /apas ginned at Chak Jliumra The rate for gmmng at Chak Jhumra 
two years ago ivas Rs 11 0 Last year it was Rs 13 8 Tins year before we bought the factory, the 
charges were Rs 17 8 In my own factory the expenses will v ork out at Rs 10 8 per bale 

4434 My firm would not allow me to join tho pool at Lyallpur Tlicir action has broken the pool here 
four or five days ago Smeo tho pool broke up, tho other factones will not give out their rates as they are 
only gmmng and pressmg tho cotton they purcliaso for themselves 

4435 On tho Montgomery lino, all tho cotton buyers inoluding Messrs Ralli’s and Volkart’s and the 
Japaneso have agreed that they will pay Ro 1 to Ro 18 premium for American cotton over desht cotton. 
Tho prormum this year ought to bo Rs 4 8 according to the Bombay rate In Lyallpur also, tho buyers pay 
a pronuum of Rs 3 8 for Amencan cotton. According to tho Bombav rate, tho premium at Lyallpur should 
bo Rs 4 8 as there are very fou ginnorics m tho district I am talking about tho American cotton sold outside 
tho auctions 


Rai Baliadnr GANGA RAM, C.I E , M.V 0 , oi Gangapur 

Exawtked a* Lyatt-ptje, Januaey 16th, 1918 

JVnllen elatmeni o 

4436 Preamble — ^My business is in charge of my sons Rai Sahib Sewak RamandLala BalakRam, the 
agricultural section is in charge of the former and the industrial and commercial part in charge of the latter 
I enclose their notes* and confine my oun remarks to general observations and suggestions tending to 
meet the objects of tho Cotton Committee 

4437 General eutjgcsUons — Tho first and foremost point to which I should draw the attention of the 
Cotton Committee is the desirability of extending Iharif culti\ ation by bringing as much water in the canals 
during /7iari/ ns the Department can possibly do livas surprised to hear in the wheat conference held in 
Simla in tho lost season, from the two Chief Engineers of the Punjab, that oven v ith tho present sectioning 
of canals they could bring more water, but there u as no demand Ihaae something to say in regard to 
this demand 

(i) let water rates on all fodder crops, grown as 77ian/ crops, bo remitted, such as luar, gwara, etc, 
the loss being made up by raising rates of more profitable crops This is a cry important from tho 
zamnulai’e point of view, as the absence of good fodder greatly handicaps tho breed of good cattle on which 
all tho agricultural operations depend 

(ii) No charge should bo made, il Iharif water is used for ploughing lands, whether followed by rabi 
or not 

(lu) Some system as I have desonbed on page 49 of mv pamphlet should bo considered, as no 
extension of cotton cultiv ation on inundation canals is possible unless one watering (in March — April) is 
given by pumping 

(iv) The machinery for ginning and pressing may bo made available by the Government on the hire 
purchase system 

(v) As already mentioned in my evidence before the Industrial Commission, the number of ginning and 
pressing factories should be brought under State control, so that mushroom factories should not multiply 
and the present pool system should be made illegal 

(vi) Long staple cotton such ns roseum in Central Provinces should be acclimatised and experimented 
upon bv the Agricultural Department so that it can be profitably introduced in barant lands 

(vii) Suitable cotton seeds should be discovered for lulls and zammdars should be encouraged to 
BOW suitable varieties of cotton in lulls Arrangements, however, will bo necessary tin ough eo operative 
societies to sujrply them good seed and to buy thoir products 

(viii) More favourable i ules as to grazing and more extended use of forest leav cs ax manure -may be 
given by the Foicst Department against whose sluggishness, obstruction and oppression, I have made 
serious complaints in mv evidence before the Industnal Commission 

(ix) For the more successful and economical working of ginning and pressing factories, more libeial 
triatment should be given by Banks for w orking capital The strict rules of fiwidi s in Presidency Banks 
should he modified so as to provide working capital for a period not exceeding six months on security of 
landed property with ample margin < 
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Bai Bahadur Qakoa Baai, oi e , m v o called and examined 

4438 {PrestiJo'l ) In my opinion, machinery lor Rinnint; and prcsmng ahould be made nvulablo by 
Govemmont on the hire purchnac B\stcm aa tins noiild enable Go\CTnmont lo oxcTriae more control oior 
the maohmory This is a general principle nhich is applicable to all machincn I am verj much in favour 
of bringing ginning and pressing factories under State control so that mushroom factories may not multiply 
end the present pool system should bo made illegal 

44S0 In my ivTitton evidence, I liaa o ada ocated the extension of rosi'iitii I did this because ivhcn 
I Trent to the Central Provinces, Itfr Clouston shoired me a number of experiments n itli i liitb I was 
lather impressed The Agricultural Department should givens the best ffes'u cotton seed available 
which Tvould bo suitable for sou mg m Tune in tra-'ts where American cotton is impossible 

4440 If Govemmont TV ere to grant more liberal terms to the rntmtldars in the lulls, I thmh they could 
grow very largo quantities of cotton there 1 has c seen cotton grow mg m the hills and consider that large 
areas would bo available for the extension of cotton ciiltiv ation theto u-th profit both to Gov eminent and 
the raminrfarsuho arc very poor, Co operative societies should buy such fnpris from them 

4441 (3fr irndmlln nij evidence before tliclnduslnal Commission, I advocated that the pool 
rystem should he abolished I stated that 60,000 mniinds of / oyiei u ns the least that would enable a 
faotorv to pav This amount should thereforo he fixed ns n standard So long ns ana factory did not 
exceed that limit, no more factories should be allowed to spring up The factom owaicrs would them- 
solves move their factories if tlicro were no siihsistciicc left for them It present the onlv course for them 
IB to join the pool sj stem By joining the pool, a certain number of factories do not work but they get 
their share from the pool The only w ay I can suggest to abolish the pools is to make this sort of 
combination illegal beoauso it indirectly affects the •nmiiidnr I consider that Gov emment should under 
take legislation for the abolition of pools 

4442 As to damping and adulteration, mj a icws are that so long ns it pays a person to adulterate and 
damp cotton, he w ill do it It is for the Bombay people to put a aery high discount on adulterated 
cotton It 13 for the buyer to penalise adulteration and damping So long ns t’ c Bombay people do not 
help us, there is no yvay out of the difficulty 1 1 oep my cotton separate I do not mix it In Gangapur, 
the only man who can keep cotton separate is the producer and the pinner I am getting Bs for the 
American cotton I grow at Gangapur against Bs ’ll for the ordinnn bazaar American as my eoltonispure 
but if I mixed my oottou, I could get much more money for it I am not an expert , so I cannot say 
whether the buyers can or cannot detect a mixture of fiv# percent or ten per rent of dr fit coftbn in the lint 
of American cotton I would suggest that ginneries should' he lieensed I would make it a conuition 
that if a ginnery was found to adulterate or damp cottoiij its license should be yvitlidrawn or a penallv 
imposed t have heard of artificial damping being donom thlsproyinco It is done earn by exporters in 
their own factories They never press a halo straight from the gin After ginning they put the cotton in 
godowns Erom godoavns the cotton is put into horns, the fiorns are then pul outside in the dew for the 
night and next day the cotton IS pi cSBcd It costs about three picc,i c,Tiino pics a maund to do this The 
gmners have nothing to do w ith it 

4448 As to whether pressing factories sliould bo licensed also, tbo licensing of presses would naturally 
follow the licensing of gins The fault is not that of tbo pressing factories It is tbo exporters who are 
at fault The exporters hardly ever buy pressed cotton, they prefer to biiv ginned cotton and to hay c it 
pressed themselves in order to got tbo profit They sometimes say that damping improves quality or 
rather the look of cotton I cannot say it damping is necessary to improyo the quality of cotton I was 
advised at one time to try humidifiers for the purpose of increasing the w eight of mv cotton but did not 
do so If adulteration were stopped, hotter prices would ho given to the zanindars Last year I got better 
pnccs myself Wo keep our cotton perfectly pure My agent states that when our cotton camo in for sale, 
the purohnsors were eager to buy it I shoaved the offers to Jfessrs ToaaTiscnd andBobortswho ndaiscd me 
to keep the cotton pure The Bombay market would respond to purity If there is one per cent 
adulteration, they should make a rebate of five per cent Of course, there may ho trouble about distin 
guisbing a small percentage of adulteration The export surveyors at Bombay may perhaps he able to 
discover it 

4414. As Hoards the moving of lactones from one place to another, I av ould advocate tho encouragement 
of such a removal by the grant of land, concessions m the matter of railway freight, etc In some places in the 
Banjabj matters have gone too far, c g , Hansi and, I think, Lyallpur also I do not think that any 
greater abuse of the Factory Act goes on in ginning factories in the Punjab than in the Bombay mills I am 
not in favour of too ^much supery i-sion over fnctoncs If supervision is earned too far it may injure the 
industry I have stated m my wntton ey idcnce that for the more bhcccssM and economical working of 
gmmng and pressing factories more liberal treatment should bo giy en by hanks m the matter of advances 
The gmnenes are now losing at least Bs 3 to Bs 4 a maund ovnng to lack of railway facilities 

4111 No bank would advance money on the security of pressed cotton here If the banks could come 
to our assistance, it would bo very helpful This year wo have felt the pinch ycrvmuoh indeed 1 would 
suggest the establishment of Trade Banks in each proy ince The niles of the Prasidoncy Banks in regard 
to advances are very strict and should bo modified The Presidency Banks only ndy ance money on 
hundis signed by two parties, i e , one party draws on the other They will not advance money on the 
seouritv of stock That makes it very difficult indeed for small persons or indiandual traders to pot 
advances but it is very easy for a nng of Marwaris to got round it and they do so without being dqteoted by 
the hank They have a rmg of firms in different places yaho draav on each other, and can go on gettmg any 
amount of money We cannot The oo operative system docs not affect trade It onlv affects the 
zamtndara m the way that they can get loans for domestic and agricultural purposes Wliat wo want is 
CO operative banirs that will advance money on tho security of agnonltural produce The oo operative banks 
will not advance money on the seouritv of land which moans that they will not advance money for 
purposes of trade I do not know about tho Bank of Jladras or the Bank of Bombay but tho Bank of 
Bengal certainly does not advance money on the security of produce 

4446 {Mr H(^gh,nson ) I was tho pioneer in tlio matter of saw ginning about four years ago When 
the saw giM were first started,’ I got a premium of Re I per maund over roller ginned cotton because the 
colour of the hnt was so good and tho outturn was so clnnu nud men "Rnf offsT- n tm,. lynino TttAWA onil/1 
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oxportcr refused to buy anjmoreas they said that the staple was injured After waiting for two a ears, I 
scrapped the saw gins and kept them in my godown This year Messrs Balli Brothers offered me half 
the price I had paid I w as glad to accept it They have put the gins up in Sind I tried 4 F also in 
the saw gins I cannot say whether saw gins would work more satisfactorily "wath longer staple cotton 
They save a tremendous amount of labour, produce n \ erj good colour and clean the cotton thoroughly I 
do not know why the exporters wore iinwnlling to take saw ginned cotton four years ago and why they are 
wilhng to take it now 

4447 Mixmg is not the fault of the cultivator but it is the middleman w ho does it because it pay s him 
to do so By mixing they make a little money Mixmg is done simply because it paya 

4448 (Mr Heiiderson ) Some sort of modification of canal rules is necessary in the interests of 
zamtndars as well as in those of the Canal Department I have often been told as regards my pumping 
schemes at Gangapur that I take more water than other zaminr/ars but the fact is that I take it for half 
the time that other people do This is a point to which I wish to draw special attention What I liar o found 
by experience as a cultivator is that if water is gi\ en in sufficient quantity for a less time it goes further 
than a driplet all the year round I have brought an extract from tho Gangapur pumpmg register for the 
last three y ears showing for how many days annually I have been pumping (Annexuro If) I only pump 
for about 100 days out of the 320 days on which tho canal runs This year I have not pumped for more 
than 120 days This shows that, if double the quantity of water were given to each outlet and tho time were 
reduced to one half, you would get a better duty than what you aie gettmg now I advocate the modiBcn- 
tion of canal rules so as to admit of larger supplies being given for shorter periods The word "casco ” 
really means nothing What is wanting m regard to it is to introduce one of tho most important mathematical 
factors which IS lime Some new name should be invented showing for how many hours a cusec runs A 
statement that the duty was 400 acres per cusec does not show for how many hours the cusec ran I put 
in a statement (Annesure I) which I have prepared m which I have proved that if my system were follow cd, 
double tho quantity of water could be given in half the time and yet all the crops could be matuied 

4440 It is difficult to give tho cost of pumping on my estate each year, as we do not keep a separate 
account for fuel, etc I estimate that it costs mo Bs 4 per acre to pump tho water eight feet 5Iy estate is 
2,G0O acres in extent It therefore costa me Bs 10,000 to mature all the crops It is v ery difficult to 
difliorentiate the cost for each crop because the establishment is the same for all Tho cost of pumping ten 
feet IS about the same as for eight feet L have got one fourteen inch pump and one set of twelve and 
ten mch pumps on my estate I pay half canal rates All tho canal rates together for flow come to 
Rs 4'per acre I pay Rs 2 per acre lift rate If my estate w ore imgated by flow, it would cost mo 
Rs 10,000 The Department gives mo a remission of Rs o 000 and (hui I pay Rs. 5,000 Tho pumping 
aotuallv costs mo Rs 10,000 so that I am Rs 6,000 to the bal I actually pay Rs 2 more per acre because 
my estate is situated on high land 

4460 (ilfr Roberts ) My general idea is that, to increase cotton cultivation, you will hav o partly to 
decrease the aiea imdor wheat Smoe it is not desirable that tho area under food stuffs should decrease, 
it should therefore be possible by increasing tho supply of water in Uianf to grow more coarse groins to take 
tho place of wheat What you lose in foodstuffs in tho ribi, voii will gam in foodstuffs m the Ibon/ For 
mstanee, if you give one watering to gram m September and let it take care of iteolt I think seventy per 
cent or eighty per cent would bo matured No robi vvatormg will be required I strongly advocate that tho 
sy stem of one watering should he adopted for gram I also advocate that more jUar should bo grown and 
allowed to ripen so that tho gram can ho used as a food and the larbi (stalks) as winter fodder That is tho 
reason why 1 strongly advocate the increase of the Iharif water supply In ray opmion, there is plenty of 
room for more intensive croppmg, espeoiallv if you allow for mixed cropping 

4451 In my vvntton evidence, I have referred to the statement given by' tho two Punjab Chief Engineers 
beloro the Wheat Conference that they could provide more water even with the present sectioning of the 
canals but that there was no demand for it in khanf I have mentioned that thev could grow more coarse 
gram in the Wiari/ Tho great mistake which was made in the Chenab colony was that it was given out 
that tho rabi would be tljs and the Ihanf ^ ths People began to w ork on that basis The state of water m 
tho rivers w ould have justified exactly the reverse, t c , the I hart / should have been tlis and the rabi ■! tbs 
Tho only remedy now is to give more water in the khanf and to take land out of rabt cultivation As to tho 
statement that there is no demand for w ater in khanf, I bog to sav that I have had conversations with 
several zamtndars on this subject and as a body, they assert that they cannot get enough water m khanf 
If you asked any zamtndari you would got the same reply If water were given liberally for ploughing 
rahi and nothing were said about vvliat charge would be mode for it, water would bo saved in rabt and 
better results would be obtained Land v/hichis ploughed iip for the rabi dunng th“ Ibari/ season giv os 
better yields 

4462 I have said that the sclleis of cotton are losing Rs 3 to Rs 4 on account of stoppage of booking 
It the bookmg of goods were resumed, wo would not sell to the local buyers They take advantage of tho 
zamtniars because they can invest capital and get Rs 4 or Rs 4 per mnund less for their cotton 

4453 I do not think that any lim'tation of the prices charged for gmnmg is feasible it would mean 
that another factory ton miles oflt would do the ginnmg Kasur people, for example, got lapnj from tho 
United Provinces to gin There arc always enterprising men vvithm a distance of ten miles who would gm at 
lower prices 

4464. Tho Agnoultural Department is domg a good tlimg in enhglitcning us as to how tho Bombay 
market goes by postmg pnoes in the mandis It should serve a useful purpose m getting the zamtndars 
good pnees 
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Slaiemtnl showing number 

of waterings found to give the best results 



Cotton 


6 

to 

Tona 


2 

to 

Sugarcane 


8 

to 

Wheat 


3 

to 

Gram 


1 

to 

Makh 


4 
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and the following delta for each crop which la found 
that there is absolutely no rainfall — 


to give the best results la ns follow a 


this 


inches 


IS assuming 


meat 

ITona 

Cotton 30 

C/iart , 24 

Jlfalli . 24 

Sugarcane 40 

Senji • 12 

Masur • 12 


The following disposition of crops is found in practice to bo the best — 


Acres 

Wheat , . .40 

Torio , ' 1C 

Cotton 20 

ebart . C 

flfaili 0 

Sugarcano 1 

« Scnji C 

Afasiir I C 


SenJi to como in place of 
c/iari and nvttur in place 
of makh 


Total 100 


Therefore product of delta and acreage worlvs as follows — 

Wheat 

Toria 

Cotton 

Chan 

Mali! 

Sugarcano 

Senji 

Slasiir 


40Xli«C0 

15xUs=18-75 

20x2ii=50 

0X2=12 

0x2=12 

lxli=125 

0xli=7D 

0x11=73 


Total , ICO 


Now nij e\-]iericiico is that, if a liberal supply of water was giicn for six months in the year, the delta 
required in the aboio disposition of crops can bo obtained with a little margin, and I propose that half a 
CUSCO should bo gnen for 180 days per 100 acics The c ilculations will thereforo stand as follows — 


JxG0xG0x24xl80 

435G0xl00xd 


d=178 


Thus if the turns aie so arranged that no one gets water more than 180 days in the year subject to such 
fluctuations as the state of rainfall warrants, oiio cuscc can easily do 400 acres The arguments m faaout 
of this proposal are that double the quantitv of water as now supplied giien in half the tune will ensure better 
command, less loss in absorption and e\ aporation, and hence better crops 


ANKcxtmC II 

Stalcmenl showing irrigation of Oaiiga}mr from 191S to 1917 


1 


O 


3 


Yeab 191G 


Ylab lOlC 


Yeab 1017 


Month 

Total 

days 

Month 

Total 

days 

Month 

Total 

days 

January — 


January — 


January — 


Trom 1 to 4 arid from 22 
to 31 

14 

From 1 to S and from 15 
to 2>j 

IG 

From 2 to 15 

14 

Eobruary™ 


1' obniary' — ~ j 


Fobninry — 


From 16 to 28 

13 

From 7 to 17 and 29 

12 

From 6 to 15 and from 
10 0 21 

^ 1 

14 



MlNtJTES OF EVIDENCE 




Punjab ] jjj. ^OHAN T att [Continued 

/ 


Statement showing irrigation of Gangajmr from 1915 to 1917 — contd 


1 


2 


3 


Yeae 1915 

\ 

Ybab 1916 


Yeas 1917 


Month 

Total 

days 

Month 

Total 

days 

Month 

Total 

dajf 

March — 


M vroh — 


March — 


Prom 1 to 8 and from 30 
to 31 

10 

Prom 1 to 8 and from 21 
to 31 

19 

Prom 8 to 16 

8 

April — 


1 April— 


April — 


Prom 1 to 3 and from 20 
to 30 

8 

Prom 1 to 12 

12 

Prom 2 and from 6 t» 
13 and from 24 to 30 

16 

May — 

1 

May- 


1 May- 


Prom 1 to 10 and from 23 
to 31 

20 

Prom 3 to 8 and from 27 
to 31 

1 11 

Prom 28 to 31 

4 

1 

June — 


June — 


June — 

1 

Prom 1 to 3 and from 6 
tdand 11 from 18 to 28 

20 

Prom 1 to 10 and from 14 
to 20 and 31 

18 

From 1 to 2 and from 8 to 
18 and from 24 to 27 

! 

July — 


July— 


July — 


Prom Ito 14 and from 21 
to 22 and from 27 to 31 

21 

Prom 1 to 2 and from 7 
to 8 

4 

Prom 4 to 11 and from 
19 to 23 

18 

August — 


August — 


August — 


Prom 1 to 2 and from 5 
to 2(1 

24 

Prom 30 to 31 

2 

Ad 


Soptombor — 


Soptombor — 

- 

Soptombor — 


Prom 5 to 7 and from 11 
to 30 

23 

Prom 3 to 4 and from 9 
to 31 

24 

Prom 3 to 8 

1 

c 

October — 


October — 


October — ^ 


Prom 1 to 7 and from 16 
to 31 

24 

From 1 to 10 and from 19 
to 21 and from 27 to 31 

18 

Prom 12 to 14 and 
from 19 to 29 

14 

November — 


November — 


November — ' 


Prom 1 to 11 and from 17 
to 25 

20 

Prom 1 to 9 and from 23 
to,30 

17 

Prom 1 to 4 and from 6 
to 10 

9 

December — 


December — 


December — 


Prom 6 to 16 and from 26 
to 31 

16 

Prom 1 to 6 and from 16 
to 21 

12 

Prom 1 to 6 and from 
30 to 31 

8 

Totaii 

213 


165 


123 

7 Months 3 days 


6 Months 15 days 


4 Months 3 days 



Mr. MOHAN LALL, Ginner and Presser, Multan, 

E’^ai'ttnted at Ltattpub, Jahuaby 16xh, 1918 

, No written statement was submitted by the witness 

4466 (Ifr fVadta ) I am a ginner and pressor I have several gms and presses m the Punjab I haV6 
a gmnery and a press at Gojra, two ginneries and one press at Tobatek Singh, one ginnery at Makhdumpur 
near Khanewal, one ginnery at Rashida near Multan, one gin and two presses at Multan, one press at Dera 
Ghazi Khan and two gmneries at Hangj I have above 350 gins and eight presses m all (The gins are all 
smgle roller gms I have some saw gins at Multan but they are not working as it does not pay to work them 
The lint turned out is not so good the outturn is less and there is no staple at all The first year v e used 
them for deabi cotton, wo sold the lint to exporters at Rs 16 premium over the ordinary roller gmned 
cotton but after that they refused to buy as they considered that there v as no staple at all in saw ginned 
cotton It was bad for the outturn as it cleaned too much From the saw gms we only got 27^ per cent 
of Imt whereas from the roller gms we got about 33 per cent So that practically there was e loss of six to 
seven per cent in wastage I have not tried American cotton in them In Multan district, the cotton is all 
desht and there is no American. 
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4450 The cotton grown m Multan is superior to that grown in the rest of tho Punjab It comes next to 
Den Ghazi Khan It la for this reason tliat it has got a better name in the Bombay market I sometimes 
send bales to Bombay I generally sell locally but^omotimes send cotton to Bombay to Brucl and Co and 
the Bombay Cotton Co Tho cotton is sold under the name of “ Smd Punjab ” We send both pure and 
dcsht We mix separate kinds of type samples We sell on type samples 

4457 In all the places where we have factories, there is a pool Tlio charge for pressing m Lyallpur is 
Ks 9 8 6 In Lyallpur, we gin for our selves and not for outsiders At Gojra, the charge for pressing is 
Rs 9 9, at Tobatek Singh Rs 9 10 and at Multan Rs 7 6 Wo press for others but wo only gm for ourselves - 
None of the ginning factories work for outsiders at all We pay to the pool at Lyalpur Rs 3-8 6 so we actually 
keep Rs 0 At Multan wo pay Rs 2 6 to the pool and retam Rs 6 The rate of Rs 6 or Rs 0 leaves some 
proflt after expensses Now a days the actual cost is about Rs 4 8 on account of the dearness of stores Before 
tho war, the pressmg rate was Rs 3 8 Then Rs 1 8 to Rs 2 went to tho pool We are not making a big 
profit We have to divide wutli the closed presses Here in Lyallpur, tliere are seven presses amongst which 
we are dividmg We divide in equal shares I have no factory hero now as I have sold it to Messrs Tata 
Messrs Tata are bound to join the pressmg pool aocordmg to the terms of my agreement That is the condi 
tion m which the factory was sold If they do not join tho pool, they will have to pay the penalty, or else go 
tocourt I have no concern with the pool at Lyallpur now The reason for the heavy charges is that we have 
to keep a margin for fluctuations We are taking only Rs 6 for pressmg charges and we arespendmgRs 4-8 
Rs 1 8 IS kept for fluctuations The price of hoops had gone high and is gomg higher every day We have 
spent Rs 70,000 on presses and the interest on the capital outlay has to bo taken mto account end also an 
allowance for wear and tear These are not covered by Rs 6 That covers only bare expenses and deprecia- 
tion but not interest on capital Ithmkthepools are to the advantage of the cultivator In this colony wo 
are paying higher prices to the cultivator than at other stations We do not pay less to the cultivators on 
account of the pools The buyers take pressing charges mto consideration m buying cotton The zamtndar 
gets a fair price but for our own benefit we must have pools There are more than 48 factories in the Multan 
district, but only ten or twelve are worlrmg and the rest are all closed So there are pools The production 
IS not according to the demand if all tho factories are working If Government gave land to the new colomes, 

I would oertamly remove my factories to other places People would be quite ready to remove their factories 
to the new canal colomes m that case Some have moved already , one has moved from Sekandrabad near 
Shujabad and another from Mailsi to Mamehannu One factory has moved from Hansi to'Makhdumpur, 
another from Lahore to Chiohawatm It would be easy to remove factories if Government gave facilities 
We pay annas 5 3 per maund to the pool at Multan and four annas to tho pools at Lyallpur, Gojra and 
Tobatek Singh We have to pay that to the pool because tho number of factories is much greater than the 
supply If all the factories were working as m a bumper season, then there would be no need to make a pool 
If the number of factories is equal to the demand and to the supply of lapas there is no need for a pool 
Six years ago there was no pool in Lyallpur In 1904, there were forty thousand bales pressed m Lyallpur 
only , now there are only twenty to thirty thousand In 1905 06, not a single bale was pressed in Lyallpur 
owmg to the bollworm spoiling the whole crop In the folldwmg year, there were only 16,000 bales In tW 
year, only two factories worked for only two months This year only three lakhs of mannds of Ltpos have 
arrived until now, inoludmg auctioned kapas 

4458 I do not work my factories at night I applied to the factory mspeotor for permission for 
nightwork at Gojra but have not yet received any reply We have eleotno light eveiy where m our factories 
We have a lot of stock All the factories at Gojra are working W e have got 20,000 maunds of lapas lying m 
our factory at Gojra At Gojra, there are not suflaoient gins for the avork this year but for an average year they 
aroBuffioient I have not applied for night work at Multan ns there is only work for one factory there I 
employ women. They work twelve hours a day They got a rest for one hour at midday , so that the regular 
work IS for eleven hours It is altogether twelve hours I do not employ any children 

4459 (Ifr Hodgkmson. ) Wearosellmg Amencanns" SmdPunjab Amencan ’’ inBombay Itisquoted 
in the Bombay market It is sold there as “ Smd Punjab American ” We sell it on typo samples There 
18 no regular market for it and no daily quotations We generally get Broach quotations 

4460 Kapas comes m very damped to my factories We never getpuro dry lapas The zammdars do 
not store their lapas properly and so the colour becomes bad in many cases They store it in very small 
houses and sometimes the middlemen mix water with it There is no damping done in the factories in the 
Punjab , that practice is in existence in Akola in the Central Provinces, 

4461 We keep the American class " A ” separate but we do not get a proper price for pure American 
from buyers We did not buy at the auction ejiles this year though I bought at the sales two or three 
years ago Whenwebuy pure American, we do not mix Wo do not mix ourselves but buyers want us to 
mix up to a certain percentage and we mix accordmgly The merchants ask us to mix We could show you 
the contracts. The European buyers and the mills ask us to mix to a certain extent and we do so They 
generally ask us to mix up to ten per cent 

4462 The depreciation that we allow on gins and machinery is five per cent yearly and not more As 
to the life of a gm, when the small parts become rusty, you have to replace them. Agin can work up for 
twenty to twenty-five years but we have to replace some small parts yearly 


Lala BALAK BAM, of Gangapur. 

Tms WITNESS WAS NOT OEATTY EXAArrirED 
Wrtllen Slalement 
IV — Manutactuee , 

(o) Ginning and Pressing 

4463 (36) Type and number of ginned presses — I use ordinary Platt smgle roller gms and Nasmyth 
Wilson Press I have four factories containing 184 gins in all v ith two Nasmyth Wilson and one Cummins 

Press, 
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44C4 (37) Size of bale — ^TIio size of the bilo turned out of tho Nasmyth Wilson Press is 49' x 17' X 18' 
and out of Cummins Press is 39 x 19’ x 19' 

4106 (38) Saw gms versus roller gins — Roller gins aro best suited to our quality lapas Saw gins are 
not suited to either tho desht or Amonoan quality thrt wo grow hero, as it breaks the staple into pieces though 
turmng out much bettor cotton, as far as whiteness of tho colour is conoerned. I thmk there is some prejudice 
too among tho buyers of sau ginned cotton Tlio advantages such as less consumption of coal, less labour 
required, etc , do not make up for tho loss in weight, which wo lose through saw openers os the buyers do not 
pay on evtra premium for the improvement in the colour I hod a few sow gins in one of my factories which 
I had to soli at half pnoo after four jears and Balli Brothers have bought them 

4460 (40) Factory labour — For tho last three or four years, local labour is gettmg very scarce, specially 
for tho ginning part, for press wo can import labour from Agra, but that too with some difficulty 

4407 (41) Condition of cotton — ^Slostoftho cotton which comes into the factory is brought by middle 
monintho»nandi(markot)nndnotby tho camindars direct, hence ono can never expect the middleman to 
bring in pure stuff and it rlways pays him to mix bad and good I must say a lot of mixing is bemg done 
in the factories too, tho eliiof reasons bemg that local buyers of cotton, t e , firms, have to rely on their sub 
agents in judging quality of cotton and thus they pay tho same price whether it is pure or mixed, with the 
result that it pays tho factory owner to mix up desht and Amcricrn to make up that standard tor which they 
aro^quoted rates by these sub agents and when tho middlemen see this being done in tho factories, they also 
want to take advantage of tho same It is only when factoiw owners send their cotton to Bombay they 
find tho diftcrenco But owing to difficulty of booking and finances, they have to sell locally to these 
firms If some standards bo established in big local centres for qualities of cotton and rates given aocordmgly, 
I am sure, tho quality of cotton will bo muohimpiovcd Tlien again the different customs in mandts should 
bo regulated in such a way as one mandi not to have edvantago over tho other 

4468 (42) Effect of replacement of short-staple cotton by long-staple — No substantial alteration m 
machinery is required when long staple cotton is to bo ginned Tho only alteration required is to fit the 
gms accordingly and this is tho work of tho fitters 

4469 Necessity for a slandrrd for long slnple co'lon — For long staple cotton, I would suggest 
that some standard of such cotton should bo established in Bombay and Karachi markets as there are for deshi 
and Broach, according to which rates bo quoted to local aralijas At present American cotton fetches twenty 
or thirty rupees per khandi above Broach and sometimes below It all depends upon the quality and demand 
wlion tho goods reach Bombay 

4470 Discouragement of pools — ^I would also suggest that some rcstnctions ought to bo imposed on 
such factory owners who hove put up tho factories merely to join tho pool, those v^o cannot work their 
factories for any reason should not bo rllow ed to join the pool whenever such system is prevalent If this la 
done, it w ould disoourago the present sj stem of pools, both to the advantage of tamtndars and tho factory 
owners who moan to worL 

4471 Improiement in raxlxeay facilities —To enable tho factory owners to give full rates to zamtndars, 
facilities of railway booking should bo given by tho Government, it not much, at least cotton should bo con 
Bidorcd on tho same basis as other export commodities Owing to those rnlway difficulties, when they can 
hot despatch tlioir own cotton from tlioir factories for months, they have to speculate in tho Bombay and 
Karaohi markets to licdgo their gains and losses, which speculation, I understand, Government is trying to 
disoourago as much os possible 


V. — Smd. 
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I ~ I — AoBicuniuiiAL ExTEnrENCn 

(a) “ Desht ” short staple cotton 

4472 (1) Experience — ^\Vilh tho exception of a few months m the Cow nporo District, I have not actually 
worked in any part of India producing desht short staple cotton From working, however, about three years 
m Calcutta and about a year and a half m Karaohi, ns well ils from personal inspection of the distnots working 
under these headquarters, I had an opportunity of becoming acquainted with conditions prevailing in Eastern 
Bengal and Assam, Smd and tho Punjab I have not come into touch With tho cultivator anywhere 

4473 (2) Varieties — Bciigals, Assams, Comillas and Tipperas and Smd Punjab aro tho varieties 
grown in tho districts with wliioli I am acquainted 

4474 (4) yields and profits — ^Tho yield naturally vanes wiBi the district and the variety of cotton 
grown Rough varieties yield more cotton lint pot acre than soft ones Under average sod and dimatio 
conditions, the yield per aero fluotuates between 160 and 260 lbs or, say, five to nine Bongol^maunds of 
kapas per acre 

(2) Profits depend upon a great number of circumstances, tho chief being the rate for cotton nding in tho 
world market, but giv en a fair average price and good marketing conditions, tho profits on cotton to the eulti 
vator must be big I am not speaking of tho very big profits earned by him during the lost two years owing 
to the abnormal rise in prices, but have in view normal pro war conditions 

4476 (6) Rotations and manures. — ^I have heard of crops being raised m rotation, but caimot give any 
definite information on tho subject More often than not, cotton lands are left fallow lor a season or two 
In the Assam and Tippcra hills, the semi wild inhobitants plant together at the same time and place nee, 
til seed and cotton I have never heard of any artificial manures bemg applied, and only very rarely are 
natural ones used 
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' 4470 (0) Comparahvo "rotnrns — I oonwlcr tlmt rot Ion poni'rollj la a mwl attraotivo crop lo tlio oulti 
valor not only as recards tho aotiml o-sli rolurns, but also in rcspoot of all ollitr oiroumstanoca ottvlunR 
to its’oullivation Tlio OMdcnoo of tins is tlir> contmiiallv incr. mnp si/o of tho cotton crop Thti , of course, 
may bo duo to moro fresh hnd btmi; put under ordtwntion, but it h inoro lilvilj that tins incccast takes place 

at tho ovponso of other coononno crops ,,,,,,,,, 

(21 llio profits to tilt oultitafor on d-r/n snort sf ipto cotton an inferior to tlioio lie makes on tlin exotic 
staple cotton Tho plitnomind ripidit\ in tin proutb of tlio I'linj ib kiiitncan crop mint bt consideretl M 

oonclusno osidencc. , . . i 

4477 (7) Conaitlons aflcctlnB increase in area— 1 be area undir short staple cotton in the Umlctl. 
Provinces, flic Punjab and Smd is not subjtcf to larpe fliictimtions The sire of suctcnlinpy/ arl> crops sronld 
mdicato a atead\ increase, u itb oocason d ■=( t b vet s dm to (nl unf it oitribl" climatic conditions and (//) untaaour 
able results obtametl during tlio prmious scimiii ouiiif. to loa jirices Tlio adtenl of the Punjab Amcncan 
tariety or the introduction into ant otllicso prut moos of abettor pating exotic long at ■'pled tarn tt ttill nntur 
ally bo rtlleotcd m fbo area iiul under sliort stajih cotton f.i ncrsllt spcakiiiK tlio steady incrtose ol tlio 
area put under colloii cm oul\ bo limited ly the imsiiitabilitt of tlio iitailable lands bt some other more 
paj mg economic crop being introduced bt »ome cotton substitute being diseotired and fitnllj In the neccs 
aiU under tihicli all oiiltitalors aro to grow a o<rl im cpiantitt of erops required for the tijikecp of themselves 
and tlicir cattle Df tlicso reasons onU tbo first anil tin I wl an of imt imiwrlnnce, because it is liardlt possible 
for ant cotton snbbtitiilo being turned out as cbeajdt ii> cotton in Imli' is and it is erpiallt uiilikeh for an 
altogether ntti economic crop Ik mg mtriKtuci’sl to taki tin place of tot ton Tht dtmand for tins stajilcd cotton 
ttasaerj good in normal dits 1 rom tin bigliist loth' lottesl class, tin re t\ ere ready buyers for tins cotton 
in India, Japm and on the Continent 

1 4478 (8) Uses of seed and seed sclcclion — T bo bihI is hrgdt iisixi in India a.s a catfle foml It 

IS also to a tcry mnall extent timtirlisl loodlt into oil k fur jiiojiorlioii is in normal teirs exjxirtesl to the 
United Kingdom and the Conlnient The cultitator does not, t,i nn kiun'lislge e>f bu min nctortl Kcleet 
Ins seed on my scientilic iirinoijilt lli is ntixicnts to gt t KC'd tiihlmg a lug crop but be doss not care 
uliotlier tins seed is mixed, or otbe m ise not the best for sow np In former jenni, preference u »s given 
to hand chttrUia seed for sowing jiurptwes, but with the d\m" o it of tins fonii of pimuiig the cuUnator buys 
seed ginned by maolimciy 

' (l<) “ Dethi " hmtj 'tojtf rottoi! 

4470 (10) Experience — Iwasiu tin Conmadi growing ibstricls of Oimtur Kistna and {isxluan for 
o\or a sear and a half and in the Ilirars oiiimd olT foroai ra sear lln\t also been in tin Cuitnl Protiriers 
for about threg montlis I Juuo dsn worktxl fora short periiKl m the llniaeb Dutriot and liiao also aisitcd 
the Hubli Dliiinior, Raicluir, Adoni and N imU li District^ but liaai no Hjiceinl Inowlrelgo of these 
varieties or tbo conditions prevailing in tbo ilisincts where tbev are grown 1 have not come into touch 
with tbo cultivators 

4(80 (11) Varieties — Coconadas’ {cluirUm and maclimo guiUNl), Oomrvs (Kbamgaon \kola, Amranti, 
Dlmtnangain Pulgaon, \cotiiiid, Nagimr, lliiigangliat Wardbi) llroacb, Knmiitas biw gmned Dlmmar, 
Westerns and Norlbcnis are fbo vanities grown in the tracts mcntioneei in the preccebng paragraph 
4481 (13) yields and profits and comparative rclnms. — ^llie following refera to flm IJenra — 

Of tbo staple cottons grow n there, tbevo m itli llic Bborler staple are e\ idcntly better pay mg to tile cuUlvatot 
than those witli longer stajile I know from personal expcrieiioe tlial the cultivators from tho liilh distnols 
of tbo Berars bordering on fbo iSuani's temtorv, where the highly appreciated fsiiii gs cultivated, came miles 
with flieir bullock carls to procure seed from districts wlicrc tlie cotton, nlflmiigli short in staple, was reputed 
to bo a high jielder Ibis is, no doubt, the chief cause of the deterioration noticeable m recent years in tbo 
staple of the Dcocan stajilcd vanclies 

(2) Tbo fact that (ho cultivation of cotton in the Btrira Ins pmotically ousted that of linseed and ulicat 
would mdicato that hero, too, cotton is verv pivmg to the cultivator 

4182 (14) Relations and mauarcs — Natural mamires onlv and that to a virv limited extent are used 
44S3 (16) Condifions affecting inetcaso in area — ^Tbe condiftonR whioli affect tbo area under cotton 
are the profits made by tho cultivators during the immcilntily preceding season climatic conditions at tho 
timo of sowing and liio neccssitv to reserve a cirlain ana put under cotton each jtar Here, too, a steady 
increase of this crop is noticeable 

4484 (IG) Suitability of existing varielfes — There can lie no doubt tbatinmo*-t of the districts where 
long stapled varieties aro grown, far better results could bo obtained bv improving (lie methods of eulti 

vntion I cannot ray whether tlio indigenous varieties or tlio varieties now aoolinrotired, siicb^ ns Saw ginned 
Dhnrwnr and finmt/ari could bo exchanged (or still bitter cottons but I am convinceil that, pren proper culti 
vntion, the results obtained with the existing varieties could bo immensely improved bcleotion of sccil, 
deep ploughing, manuring plintmg in rows, cartful vuedmg will do wonders I know of a Oovcninicnt farm 
»n the Nnndjal Distriot where the plants grown out of selected mdigcuous seed were bushes, while in the sur 
rounding fields on the idcntioat and under the same cbm itic conditiim‘j,tbe plants were not a quarter tlio size 

4485 (17) Prevention of mixing of different vnticiics — As long as mixing is (be result of tbo 
desiro on tbo part of the ngncultiirist to grow a belter paving cotton vanctv, I do not boo bow be cm bo 
prevented from doing so, unless it bo that bo is shown coneluaivelv that the poor yielding dciht long staple 
variety, if properly cultivated, can give bun just as cisilv an equally big Tclum as tbo hotter yielding short 
staple variety If this is not done, he will continue getting the seed that is reputed to give tho better return 
to the detriment of tho puritv^ of tho dcsJit long staple croji ho raises 

(2) Very Jittlo mixing takes places m tho field once tho ciop is sown The sovord jiiokings arc ns a lado 
marketed separately, and ns regards keeping different qualities of one and the same picking of oiio field or 
estate separately, I do not tlunl it can bo done 

If ^"i^ worst offenders as regards mixing are tho xillage petty dcilers and tbo ginncts It is rather 
Uiffieult to suggest an efficient remedy for the first of tbo two evils Tho advances, wliicli the cultivator receives 
while Ills crop is maturing, fie is aotiinliy m need of They will consequently always liaxo to be made to linn, 
** w respect the bold of the v dingo hania may bo termed beneficent It is, after all, tho f rndo itself 

which by paynig lower rates for mixed stuff lias tlio best remedy m its hands, as tlio moment cultivator and 
vulngo dealer fincl tliat it docs not pay to mix, they w ill x erv soon stop thes practice It w ould also, I befiev o, 
be a good thing if offioial markets of easy access to tho onltivator were proxidcil so that ho sliould come into 
aetnal touch with tho buyer In tho Berars and the Central Provinces, where tho cultivator himself brings 
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Ids lapa^ to fho market and eells it there \Mth the assistance of his hroker aralya, it is possible to select cait 
bj cart both for class and staph, and separate bargains are struck at different jirices tor each qiialitj There 
IS no bringing of lajHis direct into the ginner’s promises by the aillage petta' dealer after it has undergone a 
prcliminara mixing to undergo n furtlier one 

(1) Once the production and marketing of each stale in a taiil^ pure state is scoured, gins oainors avould 
also Iiaa 0 no longer fho ouiTcntcxoiiso that tlioa cannot keep the a arious stjlcs separate ns they umao in the 
markets in -a mixed state The better prices obtained for pure ginnmgs a\ ould quioUj make all ginncrs stria c to 
produce as pure an article as possible Thei-o aa ill nlai nj a bo a fcaa ginners ai ho aa ill trj to earn an additional 
profit ba mixing loaieraaith higher qualities, but I do not see aery ai ell hoaa this can eficctiaela’ bo proaented 
The idea of treating this mixing ns n punishable ofTcnco must bo abandoned ns it is utterly impos-'ible 
Wio IS tlio expert aiho can dcfinitclj state that the cotton sample he has before him and ailiich presents a 
certain mica ennessof staple is tho result of the fraudulent mixing of different varieties of the samostjlc, say long 
stapled and short staple OoHirffs, and not llio outcome of the ginning of a poor and originally unoaen lot of 
pure long staple lajKt"i ! I notoncs could bo supervised and inspected but this scheme is sure to proae both 
costla and inefficient 

(c) Exalte cotton 

4480 (20) Experience — E rom av orl mg in Karachi over a j car and a half and from personal inspootion, I 
had iHi opporlunitj of being acquainted with tho conditions prea ailing as regards Punjab American I liaao 
not como into*’ touch avitli tho cultia ator 

44®7 (21) Varieties — Punjab American is fho oxotio variety of avliioh I have experience 

448S (23) Comparative rolntns — As tho rapid expansion of tho cultivation of Punjab American 
conchisiaela proaes tin profits its cultivation leaacs to the cultia ator must bo considcrablj bigger than those 
left bj other didii crops, either cotton or ana other kind of cconoiiiio crop 

4180 (25) Conditions aficetinp Increase in area — \s long as Punjab Ameneaii paj s tho cultia ator 
belter than ana other crop, its cultivation will continue to spnad 

44‘tO (27) Prevention of mixing of different varieties — The premia paid ba gmiiers foi tho purer 
qualities of Punjab Vnieni m /njvis ought fo bo snffieienf Jiiducimcnt for tho cultivator to (i> to produce 
\s pure a qii ilila ns jioasible \s this, Iiouever is not an e,is\ matter to Biicceeil m he must bo assisted j ear 
m and aear out m adiievitig this 'Iho quantities of puro siod Bpcciillj sdcctetl for sow mg purposes ought 
to be suflicicnt for the whole am '1 his scfsl hbould be jiassod before it is Bold to the cultia ntoi b^ txjierts who 
aluiiild reject ana doubtful lots 'Jho sted for Bowmg bIioiiUI bo attiialla issued to tho cultivator just before 
tilt sowing season just to give him ns little opportimna as jiossiblo of fei dmg it to his cattle It bIiouUI bo sold 
ba lh( acneiilturil autliontie-s and ba rtlivblo giiimrs Bpeemlla authori/c<l to do bo who should bo known 
to Iiavegimvsl it out of selected / o/ws- It Bhould bo Bold at a (ixtd rate, higher than tho rate ruling fot ordinary 
cotton soetl A fuhl said to haat been sown avath pure Rttd Bhould bo inspected as soon as the plants aro big 
enough casila to show the difforciico bttwetii the dedit and tho txotio aarioly 

(2) As regards tho ginning fielorit's, the intentional mixing that now takes place cannot bo entirely 
prevented I am afraid It can, however, bo cotifrolled bv obliging aiiv gmnerwho mixes the two a vncties to 
sell the cotton as Eueh instead of ns pure 1 notones ought to keep sojiaiato Block rcgistera for tlio tw o a ariotios, 
BO that if niij Olio of tliem houcht saa, 'iOO lialcs American and 100 bales desht, in lapas, it could not export 
GOO liales of" American but avould liaao to show exports corresponding to its purchases XalurvIIj a bodj of 
reliable inspectors would have to seo that the above iiwasnrcs arc actuillv earned out 

(3) It ought, however, not to bo forgotten that all tho above measures aro more or less an mterferenoo 
wath trade and arc bound to cause friction, dissatisfaction and endless complications without perhaps tho 
object in a lew being (iillj secured Here again tlio best a\ ould bo to take tlio ca d ba tho root and tr^ to rcduco 
the ciiUivalion of rfcdti m areas avhero mostlj American i-s cultia itcd so that tlicro should ho no tempt ition 
to mix 

4)01 General xiirjijc'tions {a) Innrca^e tn Agnctdlural Colleges and tnrmi — 'Jhero cannot bo tho least 
doubt as reginls tho immense gooil iloiio bj the Agricultural Colleges and laims, Iho number of winch can 
ntaer be loobig ] acli iniporlaiit cotton producing area grow mg a distinct Btjlo ought to posscss its own 
agncuUural research institute, where i xpcrls fihould conlmudlj Irj to get the best results out of the soil 
available in Iht district These re tarch msliliitcs ouslit not to liaao under their jurisdiction too big an 
area, as otlierw ise tlic w ork is bound to Kiifler heed farniB ought to lie niiiiieroas I w ould liko to see as many 
of them as pos,ible for tho follow iii„ reasons In the first place, tho cultia ator w ould be nblo to got llicro tlio 
purcsoed ho rcquiios and, what is more important, fho seed farm aa ould bo a permanent object lesson as 
regards the succeas which attaclus to tho miproacvl methods of cnltiaation adaoeated ba tho central research 
inatilutc The u=oot mtinim ought fo bo introduced ns Boon ns tho methods of cultia ntiou have been 
Rufiioicnflj improawl Manure i are not used because tlio cultivator considers it a av asto of good monoj and 
because he jicrliaps has no spare niniioj to spend on tliem But jt must not bo forgotten that the Indian 
cotton cultivator is pelting richer and that, if it is Bhovvn to him what artilicial mamirc-s can do, ho avill 
promptlj viBO them But care mast be taken that the manures, tho uso of which is idvocatcd, do not go 
against tlio religious feelings of tho people It would, of course, be quite useless to lr\ and make an orthodox 
Hindu cultivator use bonemcal whereas the Mulinnmiadans avould hnao no objection whatsocaei in uung it 

(2) (li) Eslalhshmenl of pubhc marl ets and discouragement oj pools — Public markets of tho tvpo in oxis 
tenco in Bcrar I consider ns the best 'Tlicro all tho daily arrivals linvo to go to tho market Each buyer 
canBolcotavUatmnlBliira best ns regards price and quantity, each Roller knows what each buj or pa j a Liccn 
Rcd avoigbmen do tho av eigliing Pools and combinations of ginmng and pressing fnotoncs ought to bo 
discouraged as it is the cultivator who lias to pay out of avlint lio gets for Ins lapas tho oxtia and, in some 
cases, V cry considerahlo profits of the factory ow nets This is very easy to proa e ,tako tav o districts each 
produonig tho same stylo of cotton or near it Eaoli of thoso districts has its gmmng centre, the one with 
a combination, tho other without Tho consumer of cotton naturally biijs tho cotton of both districts 
at tho same price, in tho one tins price allows tho ginner to pry a higher cquianlont to the cultivator than 
in tho other, wlicro the charges for gmmng and jircssing arohcaaicr Oavingtotho distnncobotwecntbotwo 
centres and other oircnmstanoes the cultivator cannot take Ins 7 apas to tho olicaper ginning centre, and 
IS, therefore, himself to pay tho extra profit to tho factoiy owner More dften than not sea oral of these 
{aotoncs arc silont, and aalmt is worse are iinablo to work I have known years ago, a wooden half press 
received for a considerahlo length of time a royaltj of Rs 0,000 per annum out of tlio local pressing pool 
on tho threat of its owners putting up a steam press it tho rojaltyavoro not paid 'The moment the acou 
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mulatcd profits ns bigonoiigUtho ovmors abkcd for n bigger royaltv, ami its being refused to them they 
notually put up tbo steam ‘press The cultivnlora of that district find made ti free gift of tins press to its 
owncra 

(3) (c) Licensing of factories —Factories and spcomHy ginning fnoloncs ought to bo licensed ns oliiorwiso 
vorv httlo can bo aohioacd Tlioa ought to bo licensed, not so inucli to prevent mixing, a\hich, ns I haao 
said above, might both prove inoffcotivo and cause needless trouble, but, in Order to insiiio the piodiiction of 
the best cotton it is possible to produce out of the Lapas available Jtixmg may after all bo ncccssarj, and 
r s long as the mixed qiialitv is sold ns siioh and tho seed is not for sou mg purposes, no harm can aripo. But 
the cotton produced ought to bo ginned under tho best conditions possible, othoniisL it will fetch a lower price 
onl\ and the oiiltiv itor through tho f uilt of tho ginner gels o\ entiiallj 1c”h h actorios, therefore, both existing 
ones and now ones to be built ought to bo lieinhcd Tliov ought to bo built according to certain plans and 
ought to bo run according 1 o certain rules dust as tho agrieullural research institutes tr vin ( v era j car scores 
ofvom cultivatorstodolhoiiworhmoro ofricicntlj, just so ought therotoboari iniititulofortreininggmmng 
faoforj managers Tlio coiuhtioiiH pi evading in most of tho I’unjab factonc 1 1 hav o seen, and I hav c seen a 
good few of them, are such ns that good cotton can vv ith difiicultj bo produced llw v are all loo email and 
hopeh “s confusion provi’ils How it ispossibloto 1 cep anvlhing separate in Ihero factoritH is a mvsterv 
It 13 , theieforo, nccc'-s.viv that conditions prevailing in ginning faetories should without delay bo improveil 


II — CovtvtrnciAii AsrroT 

4402 (30 nuQ 32) Local trado customs and buying agencies —Tlio svstemsof selling differ vridclv 
all over India llio simple-t ii when tho cultivator sells his crop to tho gmntr direct after he has gathered it 
Ho may or mav not have tahen rn advance from tho v illage hanta, but ho sells his crop only when it is rc-'dv 
for tho mail ol and gels therefore, the full adv inlage of tho prices then ruling Tlusf prices may bo lower 
Fomot linos than tho prices that prevailed earlier, but on tho other hand tho cultivator does not run anv nsl it. 
If ho ban sold i head and prices go up, ho is virv sordv templed to deliver as little of his Inpns ns pot-siblc 
to tho oricmal buver and sell tho brlvnec et the ruling high rates Tins wav of proceeiling inav give him c 
tomporarv profilbiit cictesaFtaloof nffairswlueh can hardlv be termed s-vtufartorv If prices go down, 
thovillago haitin is sum to trv and Fipiccro out of liis gellcr asmuih aBpo='ible in order to maho rn 
ndditionsl profit or reduce his loss 

(2) I thcroforo consider as tho most puitablo for the rvlc of lapas tho one incntioncd lure above Ulii 
cultivator, I am here referring to tho ordinarv run of Indian rv ot not tholug rniitiiu/or, fIiouIiI rell his lo/ios 
when it IS ready for tho inarhcl direct to tho ginner, whether the latter bo tho owner of a factory or onlv a 
merchant who gins at anv factory and sells tho cotton an such Tlic advances ot wliieh the cultivator is 
m need while his crop is maturing ought to bo made without tho price ol his produce being fixctl at the time 

4103 (31) Standardization of commercial names — ^Tlio commercial irmcs cro standardised alrcadv 
ns a reference to tho rules of tho Bombey Cotton TradtAssoci’lion \iill show Tlicroil isdcCnitcly laid down 
VThat can bo tendered ns “ Broach ” and what as “ Bcngals,” clo 


III— STvnsTiotn. 

4194 (33 and 34) Improvement of cotton forecast and other statistical information — Gcneralh speaking, 
there IS much scope for improvement in tho ncciiracv of tho figures published by Government How 
tins can bo elTcotcd I cannot sav , but the figures of actual arrivals at interior markets earcfullv compiled 
day by dav end ohcol cd bv arrivals at tho ports and tho conRiimption of mills more often then not show big 
differences from the ofiici'’ I figures Tho mailer will be simplified the moment all ginning factories ere licensed 
end have to send in prompllv rcciirato figures of their ginmngs TIio pressing returns, ps at present publishcel, 
pro both inaoouiato and of acsdomio intciest onlv, even if they were accurate, as they are verv much 
behind time I think that tho figures of tho y icid, ps published bv Gov ernmont, w ould be more accurato if 
district authorities consulted also leading trade rtprcscntativcs before sending m their figures 

4495 (35) Publication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — ^BracticalH all tho cotton merkets aro in 
touch w ith Bombay vvhoncc tho dealers are quicklv informed by wiic of the niling rates Besides tho prices 
at which bargains aro concluded and which become 1 novni very soon giv oa pure indication of liow the market 
stands I do not, thcroforo, seo what advantage tho official posting of tho daily Bombav rates could be 
As regards tho Liverpool rates, 1 am decidedly of opinion that they would dq^ no -good whatsoever and arc 
more likely to cause harm by encouraging speculations • 


IV — MANOTAcrunr 
(n) Ginning and pressing 

4490 ( 36) Type and number of gms and presses — ^Messrs Ralli Brothers have at Mirpurkhas one 
Leeds Press, 02 single roller and 24 double roller Platt’s gins They hav o also there ono small saw gm for 
oxporimentrl purposes At Tando Adam, they liavo ono iavveolt Preston Cyclone Tv]io Press At Nawab 
shah they hrvo 05 single rollci Platt’s gins, part of vvliich have temporarily been dismantled to make place 
for an experimental sy stem ot saw gins 

4497 (37) Size of bale — ^Tlio Mirpurkhas bale measures on nn average 224x225x28 inches. The 
Tando Adam halo 31Jx27Jxl7I inolics 

4498 (38) Saw gins wrsiis roller gms — It is difficult to express nn opinion in respect of tho rolativo 
merits of saw and roller gms Saw gins are iiniv ersally used in America, roller gins being used only for the 
v ery longrtapicd Sea Island cotton In Egypt, roller gins are used In India, with tho exception of the 
Dharwar District, roller gms aro used, and there, too, tho uso of flio latter typo of gm is spreading as I am 
given to understand In tho Punjab, tw o attempts to introduce saw gms failed Tho oho-system ha’s been 
sold, the other is silent at Multan As regards my personal oxporionoo of Jfossrs Ralli Brother’s saw 
gms at Naw abshah, I can hardly' speak about it, os only four or fivo bales have boon bitborto ginned 
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4499 (49) Factory labooi —In Sind, ■where the gmmng labour is obtained chiefly from Marwar, Raj 
putana, it may bo said that, ■with the o’sception of famine years in those districts, there is alwairs more or less 
difficulty in gottmg it It is also difficult to secure the proper typo of coolies to aiorU the presses efficientlj 

4500 (42) Effect of replacement of short staple cotton by long staple — ^It has up to date been 

possible to gm ■with Platt’s roller gms all varieties of Indian and exotic cotton, so that, oven if in Sind instead 
of the short stapled des/n cotton long stapled oxotio cotton ■were produced, it ■would not be necessary for 
OUT Platt’s gms to bo changed ^ 

-- V — Genebal " 

4601 (46) Attitude of buyers to improved cottons — Buyers in my experience aluays pay better 
prices for better qualities This may not be apparent the very ffist time a new and better jquality is put on 
the market A buyer must naturally first make suie that what he intends tobuvata higher late is worth 
paymg more for Once, however, he makes certam of this he naturally pays more for the better qualitj or 
the better variety 

~ _ Mr A J Panas called and exauimed 

4502 (Jfr IFadio ) I have had a good deal of experience of Calcutta and of this provmco Durmg my 
stay m India I have chiefly confined myself to cotton I have had experience of Bengrls, Assams, Comillas 
and Tippera cottons Tippera, Comilla and Assam cottons are not tenderable "gainst any Bengal contract 
but they are of the same style though very short staple cotton and very rough They are chiefly utilized 
m Germany and America for mixture ■with wool for blankets and so on I was in the Beiars for about a year 
and Ihave touted all through them In the Punjab Ihave had experience both of the desJii and American 
cotton that is groivn there 

4603 In Smd, the accepted figure for j icld is about six to seven niaunds of desJn J apas per acre 1 have 
never seen " ny oxotio cotton grown in Smd There was a a cry little last year but it u as more or less m the 
experimental stage The yield of deshi cotton in the Punjab is less than it is here but is close to it, about five 
to SIX maunds on rverage The difference may be duo to a different style of cotton The cottons here are 
much rougher and tlio rougher varieties are much better yiolders than the silkier ones maunds 
3 a very poor yield I have not heard of twenty maunds of phii/bs (lapas) on ordmary cultivators’ fields 
though such juelds may bo got on Government farms The maximum yield of which the trade speaks is 
ten maunds per acre 

4604 Smdi deshi cotton is a short staple cotton We never measufe it in inches In India, cotton is 
never sold p ocording to the length of staple as expressed m mohes The trade merely says that such and such 
a cotton IS a short staple cotton or a good staple cotton 

4605 I do not say that cotton is a more profitable crop than wheat in this country but I do say that 
from the w •'y its cultivation is increasing, it must ncccssanly bo more attractive to the cultivator In former 
years on Borar there were large crops of Imsecd and wheat and there was a balance for export after mooting 
local consumption but now there arc no Imsecd end wheat to be bought Oui agencies now do no busmess 
except in cotton and cotton seed That does not apply to Smd In Smd, there is v balance of wheat for export 

4500 I was not here m pre war days and 1 do not know whether cotton seed was then exported fiom 
ICarachi but there is a big demand for seed in this part of India for the feedmg of Cottle rs there are and tracts 
in Rajputana and Malwa which adjoin this provmce and which do not produce ony cottle food A largo 
amount of seed goes to Rajputana and Malwa in consequence 

4507 I would advocate the establishment of seed farms on the lines of those which I h^ve seen in the 
Punjab For the cultivator to improve his cotton, it must bo proved to him up to the hilt that the improv cd 
cotton ■will pay him and the only way to do this is by demonstration, i e , by showing him the results 11111011 
can bo obtamed on the seed farms by selection and by better ways of cultivation Otherwise ho u ill not do 
anythmg 

4608 Ihave had some experience of Berar and I consider the Berar market system the best i\ ay of luprket 
ing cotton. It IS impossible to sell the whole crop of a district by auction for it would bo too big a job but 
whore all the arrivals of cotton are bound to como into the market whore there are licensed weighmen end 
where every buyer has an opportumty of seomg tlimgsfot himself, the cultivator gets into touch uith the 
people u ho do tho buying and hears all about prices Snufmay perhaps not be ready for tins system bcc'uso 
there are very few gnming centres It is no use openmg markets ivlicre there are no ginning fectorics but tho 
Punjab IS certainly ready for it 

4609 Cotton m Karachi is sold baled cither forward or rerdy at so much per maund of lint Tho 
custom provailmg hero is that one can buy either full selection or one’s own selection Tho latter is tho sj stem 
which is most m vogue There is no system of arbitration m Ifarachi os m Bomb"} llio sjstem is that 
everyone buys his oivn selection Tlio dealers sell amongst themselves Rr Ill’s selection orVolkart’ selection 
and so on When a man tenders and his tender is not passed, ho has a right to re tender again and og''in 
until tho lot 18 passed Tho system has worked very smoothly hero It is worked on tho “ give and take ” 
prmoiplo Tins year, for"examplo, we are accepting lots 11111011 would never have been passed m other years 
We take the difficulties m which tho traders are mto consideration and we r How accordmgly If a seller lis s 
sold on a certam typo at a good price and tho market has dropped and the buyer continues to reject his 
selection from time to time, then ho has tho remedy in hia own hands That buyer ii ould not find any man 
to sell to him agam on his own selection Ho could not play tricks like that No respectable firm would 
do it If any one tried to do it, he would find tho whole market agrmst him If ho wislies to secuie cotton 
later, tho dealers will onjy seU him cotton, the passing of which is subject to selection of another European 
firm, so it IB far from bemg the case that tho sellers are absolutely m tho bands of tho buyers We hai 0 
no rules and regulations as the Bomb'’y Cotton Trade Association has There is no aibitr-tion olruso in 
regard to the quality of the goods tendered, but tho contract is subject to arbitr-’tion under tho Arbitration 
Act Now everythmg goes to Bombay and is there sold under the rules of tho Bomb'-y Cotton Trade 
Association I have not hod enough experience of tho Bombay market to bo able to say how the rules 
work but the system here works very smoothly Nobody can take advantage of anyone else ■'s there is 
the dread of bemg pumshed for itbji tho market There is no big market heroes there is in Bombay 
The market it a very much smaller ^market and deals practically ivith one sty le only and for that the 
much simpler system works bettor There are four or five European firms with cotton experts who do 
tho arbitration work. We have to refer to the rules ot the Bombay Cotton Trade Association contmually 
as we sell to Hombay In Bombay, there is no such thmg as fine ginned Sind ” tho official designation 
IS “ fine ginned Smd Punjab” You can tender any cotton grown from MirpurkhastoAmritar Whether 
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thcrofthouM bon bcpnnto clngsificnlion forSmd nnd for <bo Punjnbis n qucslion forBombnj to decide 
As long ns bnj ers find tonders ngninst their coiitmcts nnitahlc, I do not fee mUj niftUtrs should not bo left 
na they nre IlerO in Knrnolu mo oithcr buy “ Siud ” or “ Punjab ”, there is no ” Smd Punjab ” 

4510 As regards tbo iiontion of the cultivnlor, the first c\ il is the sj stt m of ndvnnets gi\ cn him m hilst 
tho crop IS maturing The presence of thoMllogo lama nho bujBsmnll lotsia necessary , homubtoMst 
bccausoitia IiomIio Btftrtstho financing of the cotton crop Icannot say vliattho Mlhpcbanta doesna 
regards buy ingthostanduig Cl op llio factory OM-ncra Mhobuy froratlio eultiaator biinstlf or from tbo 
Milage trader buy so main mauudsot lajMS at so wain rupees per iiiaund 'Ihoy do not pay a lumpsum ' 
for Mhatover tho field pioduecs 

4511 Tlio tiado does pay loner rales for a im\turc \\licre\cr Mclnuo got giniung factonc-, Mc do 
not buy inferior cotton at the samo rate as tho aupenor In Sind, almost all tho factories gm on their own 
account Xlioy arc ginncrs and inerohantB Umntontional nu\mg m the ginnerica is undoubtedly due to 
tho cramped condition of tho factories They cannot posjibU keep things sip irate and proaent tho coolies 
from taking from the niarcBt heap M hat should liaao beentaken fiomtlubeap furtbornivay Tliofncioncs 
should haa o more room to keep things separate In some of tho factories tins is impo»sil)lo as there is no space 
foi e\tcnsion but there are many factories ailucli could bo catended ns they could buy land and sprerd out 

1512 A miyturc cannot bo called fraudulent so long as tho imxluro is sold as a mixture If a man mixes 
a certain peroentago of cheaper BtufI aa illi dearer stuff and Bella it ns his stuff, 1 hardly think \ ou ean call that 
fraudulent There is quite a lot of that going on, especially in the Punjab If a dcvlcr mixes American and 
dcslii and docs not say thet liis stuff is pure but that y ou can look at it and Itaa cs it f o y on to find out ailiat 
tho mixture is, there is no fiauiL Tho moment ho guarantees that liis cotton is pure and sells a mixture as such 
then fraud comes m 

4513 Practically no cotton fiom tho Punjab has come donn to Karachi for sale this year hut tin re is 
pure American to bo had iii considerable quantities this y car in the Punjab Tliero li is been a tremendous 
improyoment in tho cotton crop of tho Punjab this year oyer that of last year IjibI y car I dealt yiitli it per- 
sonally , this year lam folloiung it from tho samplcb that yi o are getting A\c are getting a largo number of 
oy on lots m hioh last y car m c did not got 

4614 As long as the ginncr has an opportunity to make an i\lra proht by getting a cheaper quality 
and by mixing it M ith a higher quality lioMilldoso Tho radical m ay to do ayiay yiith this is to purify tho 
district Tho moment ho has not got Imo qualities to mix ho Mill stop mixing It Mill not be north ins 
mIiiIo to bring inferior qualities from clsoMlicro for mixing To begin Mitli, it Mill bo knOMii I honestly 
boheyo that nobody can tell tho exact percentage of mixture of daht Mitli Punj ih American oneoit lapnnwi 
No cotton expert can do so unless ho pula the cotton through tho spiniung mnthimry If ith Inpoi y ou can 
definitely say Mhctlier it contains a mixture of ono or tiio per cent ns Boon as it is ginncil, all one can do is 
to come to tho conclusion that it eontnins more or less of dch mixture, hut ono cannot say yyhether tho 
peroentago is three, fiy o or eight percent I certainly cannot and I do think that no cotton expert could do so 
mcicly by pulimg tho staple as tho mioycnncss may he due to tho jircscnco ol undcyilopcil and immatnro 
Amciican fapas yihith is mistaken for dc^hi As to aihcthor if Aniiricnn cotton Mere put on the Bondiay 
market as a sciniato class under tho rules of tho Bombay Cotton Trade Absooiation and there yi ere typo 
samples in the Cotton Trade rooms, the arbitrators Monhl he able to judge tho percentage of tfcjfii, it is 
luimatonvl to the piircliastr ailicUier the short staple IS due to iiiimatmo bolls or to a nnxturo of dedi 
By tn in the case ot Oomrae, nobody hothtrs to set Mlitthcr it IS due to frandnlent mixing or to immature 
hollb that the partioul ir lot ib only classirittf svb ‘ fair,” * good ” and bo on It can only ho paid that tho 
cotton ansMcrs to typos N, Y, or Z. IvliaudoBli cotton nnglit he imxtd yiith the loner classes of Klianignou 
Akola but it could not bo nuxcsl yyith fine Kliamgaon, ns it is exceedingly leafy ' 


4515 As rtguxfs the prey tnlion of mixing control oyer ginning factoms yiould me in conlimnil inspection 
and a huge st itf of inspectors Thtro m oiild bo cndlcbS trouble It is diflitidt enough to enforce tho 1 actory 
Act Mliy should not a in m mix cotton if the mixture suits him ? Tho moment there is no friud, hoyy c in 
you pioyent him from mixing t Jliflonncrs are able to mix tlicnibolycs Why uliOiild not ginnuig factories 
mix and make a profit, proyided there is no fraud As long as a man sells to you ncconlmg to this contract, 
there is no fraud If (ho licensing of factories is s uiply as rcgariLs jiropcr yiorking, i c , if it simply meins 
tint they are piopoily organized, (hit they liaye not got rotten gins yilnch turn out mined cotton mid 
that the gins arc btoppeel until they arc put in order, 1 apprenc of it The best icmtdj for uuxuig is m 
the hands of the btiyea , of that Ihcio can bo no iloubt In 1!)04 mIicu I yicnt to Guntur 1 uswl to buy 
machmogimied and c/turla (hand gamed) cotton 'Iliis c/iiir/« colloii nas eoiisideribly luliiltentexl uifli 
seed and It Mas hold at Bs 6 or Its S IicIom (ho rite for imieliino ginned cotton Bcpoitstiino 
from home that the cotton ai is no good, Aftci that if tho chiirka cotton Mas bought, it Mas denied on 
the sellers’ account Tins yins done for tiiQ or three y cars and non the cliiir/o cotton m Guntur is jual is 
dean IS maehmo ginned 

4510 I M oiild suggest that ginning factories diould ho built nccouling to a standanl pi in m oixlcr to gel 
out of the Jajxa eyailiblo tho best class of cotton 1 liayo siiggobtcil m iny yiritlen oyidcnco (hat tcclimcil 
Bcliools for training men foi ginning factoiics pist as ngneulturil htndcntb iiro liamtd slioidd bo cstiblisbed 
bucli schools faliould tiaiii tho men ii ho m ill bco to tho furtliet handling of Him ngricultur il product I am not 
prepared to giy e an opinion ns to Iiom such schools should bo organized as 1 am not familial ay ilh Goy emment 
methods of m orkmg but tho iiooossity for them is indicated 


4517 I am afiaid tho oomplamt that false yy eights are used is correct Ab an mslanco of tins, I may 
mention that m one jilaco doini south mo tiled many times to buy kapas and to gin it oursdyes Although 
MOO highci lato for tho kapas, yio alyyays failed IVo could alyiayb buy ginned cotton cheaper than 

apoB do not think that it ib ncccssaiy to mako it a condition yyhen giantmg a license for a ginnmg factory 
a 6 an arel y\ eights should bo used as the existing lane proyido for the use of concot y\ eights Any body 
+ 1 , Strong yy eights cm bo run m noM Offioial markets n ould do vyi ay yyitlitlio cy if to i y eiy giaiat extent 

1 'owiscd yioighmen are not aboye suspicion It might bo a good thing to pul in ns a condition of a 

hcenso that no gmnoues should keep any other yy eights hut tho standard m eights 

J had no jiorsonal oxpeiicnco of tho pools m tho Punjab but I laiOM lion they act and re act 
oUmiTsf r I ■'“1 df opinion that they do cause loss to tho ouitiy ator , there can bo no doubt 

oTi,., rt 1 charges considerably more than tho actual yy orkmg charges ui order to make 

profits and such inofits come out of tho pocket of tho oultiy atoi‘ When there arc lyi o districts produomg 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


loi 


SindJ 


^ Sir A J Panas 


[Gonlinuca 


V 

tlio Bamo stjlo of cotton m ono of a pool exists and the pressing or ginning rate m that district is Eiglier 
than it is m the other, it follow s that the profit made by tho pool must como out of the pockets of the cultivator 
Besides gimimg and pressmg pools cpioourage rotten machinery as it is not necessary to have efficient ginning 
and pressmg machinery to tal o part in tho pool In Kliamgaon and Amraoti, one of the conditions for admis 
Sion of a press to tho pool is that it should press 200 bales to show that it is in w orking order Here in Smd, 
tho ginners are gimiors and merchants No cotton is pressed in Karachi, only w ool and there are no ginning 
factories so no impressed cotton comes in In certain districts there are more gins and presses than there is 
w ork for In Multan, for example, there are three times as many ginning factories as there is w ork for They 
all share m tho pool The charges are \ cry high because all tho factories cannot w ork and make a profit out 
of tho ordmary rates It is very difficult in present war conditions to say anything about thp cost of runnmg 
a factory Tho price of lioops is now almost treble what it used to be Eixmg maximum rates for ginnmg and 
pressmg would mean an mterforenoo with private individuals m the exercise of them ordmary trade action 
In my opinion, tho less mterforenoo there is with trade tho better 

4519 (Mr IIodgLwson ) Giv on enough w ator, Smd w oidd do \ ery w ell for American cotton, but the w ater 
should bo giv cn w hen it is w anted and not w hen the Canal Department w ants to give it Tins y ear we got water 
inSmdattho lostmomcnt whoncotton could possibly bo sown and tho result was that it w as very late and 
ow mg to cold has suffered a lot Tho cultn ation of American cotton is a question of irrigation entirely 
Tho little of it I have seen in Smd was quite all right 

4520 Wo have started four siw gins at Nawabsliah tins year and this is our first experience of them 
I have seen them w orking and I hay e seen them atop Wo hay e not had time since w o put them up to attend 
to tliem properly and to sec w hat they arc capable of producing It is not a question of our homg obliged to 
mtroduco these gms m order to gm Punjab American cotton That can bo done by tho roller gras but it is 
a question of doing it m a better w ay and of getting rid of some of tho needless fluff, dust and dirt which is 
left m tho cotton and is carried homo w hero tho cotton has to bo cleaned American cotton is ginned by saw 
gms m America, and w o w anted to sec w hother w o could do it hero I do not thmk that saw gms damage the 
staple I hay o seen some of tho saw ginned cotton and I cannot find any damage As far as pulling the 
staple goes, I can see no difference Wo hay o not had any tests made as w e have not had the opportunity so 
far Wo have mslruction to ship small samples home 

4521 (Mr Jlmderson ) Wo Ime kapas waiting m tho various places m tho Montgomery Colony and 
ns soon as w o get it dow n. w o shall bo able to start these tests 

4522 Tho last years crop of Smd American was 100 to 150 bales I foimd tho stap o less silky than it 
Is m tho Punjab but just as long It pulled fairly evenly, but was slightly rough and had not the glossmess 
of Punjab American A mixture of dcshi would make it rough but it would also make it very unoyon It 
was not uncyen so there was no dcsln m it 

4623 There is no rcsomblanco botwcoir tho cotton of Tnndo Adam and that of Amritsar but there is a 
certain resemblance botw cen cotton from Kasur, Chuman and Kot Radlia Ivislicn and that from Tando Adam 
in Smd Those places produce a stylo of cotton w Inch sometimes lool like Smd cotton There is a considorablo 
dillcrcuoe between Punjab cotton and Smd cotton I do not know what is the object of classifying them 
together It may suit the trade m Bombay as the trade pays the price of tho poorest quality of the cotton 
Tho pnccs hero arc not regulated only by the prices ruling for tho Smd Punjab ” in Bombay In Bombay 
i‘ Sind Punjab ” only gets tho price of tho poorest quality Hero y on can only buy Smd and Punjab 
separately In the ordinary course of affairs a lot of bind cotton goes to Europe and consequently there 
IS hardly any of it to be seen m the Bombay nulls whereas practically all tho Punjab cotton goes to Bombay 
Hcnco when they buy tlicir “ Smd Punjab ” they got only Punjab In ordmary years m Bombay, ono 
docs not get Smd cotton for tenders against “Smd Punjab” cotton Smd cotton will only bo tendered 
when tho producer of a higher quality has to send his higher quality to Bombay owing to there being no 
local market for it But to day Bombay quotations re act on tho price in Smd This is not to tho dis 
advantage of tho Smd cultiyator, because now tho prices of tho cotton of tho “Smd Punjab” tract in 
Bombay aro dictated by tho prices of tho Smd cotton hero and there is none Tho result is that tho prices 
hay 0 gone up As regards the alteration of tho classification, wo aro not concerned hero with yy hat tho 
Bombay people do Tho producing districts, Punjab and Smd, do not suffer from it 

4521 I do not think that as a general ride ginning conditions in Smd are better than they aro in tho 
Punjab They aro about the same The result of the ginning factory conditions mSind are not so notice ible 
ns they hay 0 to deal with an intrinsically better crop Smd cotton has bettor colour, loss strain, less loaf, 
and a much highci giimmg percent igo than Punjab cotton 

4525 (Mr Udbcrh ) Thero aro two classific itions for “ Bengals ” and “ Smd Punjab ” because they are 
different cottons Piinj ib cotton cannot bo tendered igainst “ Bengals ” “ Bongals ” genoially fetch Be 2 or 
Bs 3 more m Bombay than “ Smd Pmij ib ” This y ear that has oh mged because tho prices of “ Smd Pmijab ” 
aro dictated by tho Smd cotton. It w ould bo a mist iko to put “ Bengals ” under tho s imo classification as 
“ Punjab ” and it would sen o no practical purpose , “ Beiigits|J arc free from leaf and from stain, even high 
class Punjab ” contains Ic if “ Smd ” is rough whcicas the other tw o are silkv The quality of tho dcsla 
cotton m the camd colonics m tho Punjab is diffcient fiom the quality at Kasur Kasur cotton is still a fairly 
good class If a lino is drayyoi flora Sirgodlia to Oknra, tho part to the south and south west of that lino 
grows an infinitely superior olass of cotton to that to tho cast and south cast Tho dealii cotton of Dera Ghazi 
Khan, Multan and lobatok Singh is much superior to tho rfes/n cotton of other places Tho oharaoteristio 
of Smd cotton is its great roughness Nobody tenders Tobatok Singh cotton against “ Smd Punjab ” It 
IS sold on types Tho tiador who speculates knows “ Smd Punjab ” ns a class but tho spnmoi knows exactly 
what ho IS buymg as ho buys on types If tho transport of cotton from ono place to another except Bombay 
yyero prolubitcd, then classification according to lailway stations might bo helpful but as long as people are 
railmg cotton from Amraoti to Phulgaon and Dhaiiiangaon to bo sold m Bombay under tho name of tho latter 
station no object yyould bo served by such a classification Punjab American cotton Uiis year is better than 
tho last year or rather there is more good cotton available than there was last year 

’ 4526 (Mr (Vadia ) Who would prevent tho transpoit of cotton by rail from one station to another ? 

It might be done but tho cotton would bo transported in carts, though not for more than a hundred miles 
You can legislate but who is to look after the carrying out of the laws 1 Why should you preyent a gmmng 
factory from y\ orking in a bad year by stopping tho transport of kapas to it 1 Legislation w ould mean a 
tremendous number of inspectors and prcyentivo officers to see that the laws were carried out. 
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4fi‘>7 (Piaidcnt ) I flmil llio miliniis'iion of gniiiing aiitl prc'.singutuina ought to ho mailc compulsory 
'Ihey arc .ssucd nou loo Into and mo not of mud. ^ .luc The total hguies for S.nd are often onlv a l.tt o 
nhovo our figures for MirpurUns alone '1 he rctunis ahouid he niort on the Imia of the United Slates reports 
and should bo more punctuallj published 


Mr. J G brooks R, Cluei Engineer to Messrs. Rnlli Bros., Mirpurklias. 

Examim d at liAnAcni o nii jASiUAny 22 sd, 1018 
Ao nnllcn statcmtnt teas anlmiikd hj tfni tiitiic^? 

4528 (ilfr II adia ) I am the Chief rngincer for the uholo of the area conirollcil bj the Kamchi branch 
of Messrs Kalh Brothers Ma ho idquartcrs aro at Mirpurl has 1 haac, at prt-.tnt, in nia elmrgctuogmmni? 
factories at Nauabshah, luo at Jliqiurl has, a pnss at Mirpurl Ins and a press at Tando Adam and also a 
1 irgo quantitj of rnachincrj unconneotcel Mith eotton 1 am contenicd uitli all Iho pURhnsing of nnchuicry, 
M'lth tho buddings ami with iiLsuranco — m fact nth cecri thing tint concin.s inachmere and tli,o working 
of tho factories I hn\ o had bi\ s cars’ tapcriciice of ginnin" factories and press<'s 1 has o seen othi r factories 
besides ours Tho class of fitters goner dlj tmploeed in the giiming factories in Sind n acre i>oor lam refer 
ring to tho fitters both of single and double roller gins Ours arc 1 think the Oidj double rollir giiui in Sind 
■\Vo have our on n litters One or tu o u ere originnllj imported bj us from Southern India from our factories 

there and thej Imo trained others So, on account of double roller fitters being obsedutely unobtainable 
except in this uaj, uc paj more attent'on to their training and the rc'iiilt is that thoj are more efficient than 
tho single roller fitters Thc\ arc abetter class entircl\ Wo require a more intelligent man to understand 
tlio double roller than the single roller , and tho onlmarj single roller gin litter would not do at all inthoiit 
training The double roller gin litter has to bo pmcticalh a mechanic as well is i gin litter Single mlltr gin 
fitting is almost an hereditaia profession hero The fitter has sons and iclatie cs w ho seem instinctie cl\ to know 
a little about it Thej begin ns oil men and then go on as fitters Thiw arc useless for nn\ other engineering 
work but do that fairlj well None of theiii are Smdhis 1 ha\e no ‘'indhi labour under me of anj elescnption 
The fitters arc werj often men from Kutch, i iimo of them an. Muhammadans from \tra and we base se%cral 
from bouthem India from our factories there who ha\o 8'ttkd down hea 1 would cert inlj ndiocato tho 
training of better fitter- I would gi\c them a little theon'tieal 1 now li dee as will as practicid training but the 
light man must bo piokcel It is no good tal mg ordinan fittei' T on must get men n<-'Oeiatid with giimmg 
factories I would ccrtainh adiocato Iriming under proper fuipeiaision 

4629 Tho double roller gin is a much more leonoimcil iiinehine than the r.inele rolhr gin for the same' 
class of cotton Tho aotum incoh inie die isentirtl\ elilTerint though in principle tho samt In tho single roller 
gin, the gild of tile gin through which the ‘■nd eliops m stitioiiaq , in the douhlt roller gin itisnioeing It 
moecswitha heating action and owing to this heating nelion the is partialK cleaiirtl, tho dust 

f dlmg through the grid into the reed That is the lirsl wn\ m whieh xeiti gel a cU iiier exitlon in a elouhlo 
roller gm ns comparcel with a single roller The stcoiiel wax in which xini gel a cleaner cotton also due to 
tho grid In tho single roller grid, there is an nrrnngeiiicnl which hreal s up all tho husk-, which coiilo into 
tho gin with tho fajHi' Mliilst almost all tho broken husks go into tho steel, a tirtnm amount muBt go 
through tho roller with tho lint Tho double rollci gm elo(« not bred up the liusl at all and it has to ho 
removed hj hand This is tlio second reason tho double roller gm give-s cleaner cotton than tho Binglo 
roller gin If there is a lot of husl , the gm has to ho stojipcd foi fifteen or tweiilv nimutcs and tho husks 
removed by hand Bractic div speaking the single roller gins mix the nihhish chicll^ with the seed hut partly 
with tho lint, whereas the double roller takes away all the nddusli from tlie fnpos There are other minor 
reasons w by tho double roller gm giv cs better cotton than tho single roller gm It rev oh cs slow cr and there- 
fore the cotton is less subject to being tom and worn anil to hiving pieces pulled out of it and so one gels 
bettor cotton that way As to doing anv h irm to the staph, 1 may say thitthcSmdlu cotton has no 
Btaplo to consider and that I hav o had v uy little cxpcnencc of ginning stapled cotton My expcneiico is th it 
Amer can cotton can ho ginned equally vi ell m tho <-mglc roller or the doiiblo roller gin prov ided certain alteia 
tions arc made m tho gnd of tho gm I Iiavo never hcanl of Iho slaplo hemg damageel in any w ly I 
think tho nial ers (Alcssrs Platt Iirolhcrs) cl urn that special nth intagcs arc given hv the double nillef' gins, 
but a smglo roller gin can ho ndjustcel for \mtrit in cotton as well as for dt s/ii Ton v e irs igo the pneo of 
a smglo roller gm w as Bs 250 and that of v double lollcr gm Bs 550 1 giv c y ou tho ligiircs show n in Platt's 

catalogue Spe il mg v ciy loughh , t lie out jiut of tho double rolli r gm is double that of the smglo rolhr gm, but 
it docs not icquiro double tho hewso power It is therefore the more itonoxiiied in vthiiio and lo=3 costly 
m power If you gm the same /a/ins m either gm, vou will get the same weight of ooUon hut tho scesl 
from the double lollti gin will bo lightei than fiom tho single lollcr bccauso the pods that iiro broken m 
tho Binglo roller go through aiiel mix with the seed while the pods iro removed by h mil from tho double roller 
gin Tho slight cxtia w eight y ou gel m the seed is thcrefoio not seed but iididtcration 

4530 I erected and have worked tho saw gms at Nawalishah and at Miipiirl has I am not prepared to 
make any delimto statements regarding them hecauso vve liavonot concluded our experiments vet Natii 
rally as the saw gins clean tho eotton hotter than the loller goes, one expects to got a smaller ginning pcrce iilngc 
It IS practically tho same as t iking roller ginned cotton and pas-sing it through opcnei's 1 caimot s vy vv heUier 
saw gfns cut tho staple as I am no judge of cotton or staple I f inoy that saw gins in tho hands of people " 
who do not understand them could ho pictly dangerous macluncb ns regaids damage to stnplo and so on 
A man witii a certain amount of mcohaiiical knovvlcdgo is required for thorn 

4631 As to lapas platfoinis behind gins, I am not prepared to say that an eight feet JajxiB jilatform is 
wide enough That should ho the nuimmim The widcntis the better Om No 1 factory in Nawabshah 
IS a most conveiuent factory in every way and might be taken as a model ns regard size During tho rvms 
the factories ought to ho able to store suflioicnt 7 ajms to bo nblo to contmuo glimmg foi Iw only foiir hours, 
whether it rams or not, w ithoiit the Japas being in danger of getting damped Either they hnv o to do that or 
the factory has to ho stopped on account of run If no comiidoration is paid to tho quality of tho cotton, 
you can continue ginning damp J apas but leaf adheics to it ovv ing to its being ginned in a w et slato and tho 
rollers will be spoilt by doing so and othei damage will bo caused By making a big platform, the faotoiy is 
not only made conv cuiont for normal conditions but cxpicnso is saved in tho long run bccauso tho factory can 
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be rvorbcd during rainy days Tlie size of our Nan absliah factory is 33 feet between inside walU, and the plat- 
forms for piling the lapas are eleven feet wide The gimi]J aro single roller gins That is of course, a 
liberal size For a double roller ginning faotorv,'! should say that a minimum of thirty feet boween the 
inside walls is necessary and I should myself nial e it not less than 36 ft Then you can divide \our lapas 
and lint platfonn according to your personal inclinations In the Nawabshah factory, the actual space for 
Imt and 1 apas is thirty feet w heroas the w idlh of the factory, betw cen w alls is 33 ft , that is to say there is 
lift of gin on each side not reckoned as platiorm space 

4632 I ha\ e had experience of three kinds of presses, the Cummins’ press, the Watsons’ press and the 
Leeds’ press I have also seen the Nasmyth Wilson press The Nasmyth Wilson press is the ordinary one 
used by native merohants Tlie shape of the Leeds’ bale is practically a cube The Cummins’ press, according 
to my recollection, turns out a long bale in depth and about square m section The Watsons’ press turns out 
a bale much like the Nasmyth Wdsonbale, a very’ long bale lashed with eleven hoops I am inolmed to thinl 
that in the Watsons’ typo of picas the bale can be pressed to better measurement than in the Leeds’ or the 
“ Cummins ” Given equal pressing pow er in each case, the shape of the bale makes it slightly easier to press 
and it IS certainly easier to sample on account of its length as the middle hoop and the end hoop can bo removed 
without any trouble I can give y'ou the actual mcasureincnt of the Leeds’ pressed bale The bale turned out 
by the Leeds’ press is 22^ by 222 inches m section The depth vanes, of course, according to the shipping 
measiuoment roqvured Tho best shipping measiuomont that one reel ons to get out of an ordinary Leeds 
press IS tw enty tons per hundred bales With American cotton, one usually only presses up to a measurement 
of 25 tons We used sometimes to press desJii cotton to^ninoteen tons which involves tremendous pres 
sure ' I never risk tint now a days beoauso ono cannot replace tho machinery 

4633 {Mr Hodghnson ) I erected a sot of Platts’ automatic feeders at klirpurl has and experimented w ith 
them assisted by a man that Platts sent out These automatic feeders can be applied to ordinary single 
roller gins Wo tried them for three w eel s Tho automatic arrangement w as as perfect as ono could expect 
provided the class of 1 apas was suitable foi tho feeder Our lajtas w as rough and dirty' and so it damaged tho 
feeder Ou mg to the shortage of skilled laboui locally, I came to the conclusion that it w ould bo impossible 
to keep these feeders in as perfect a condition as they should bo kept, but given favourable conditions of 
lapas and labour, I should say that they arc in excellent idea Ono coolio can feed from six to eight gins 
The only other autoniotio feeding airaiigomenfs I have had anything to do are tho pneumatic elevators on tho 
saw gins now at Nawabshah Those raise the lapas to the top distributors by suction and then distribute 
it to the gins by tho belt distributor I am perfectly certain that, in a model factory , provided ono got skdled 
labour to 1 cop tho maolnnerv m good older with tho rates for coolie laboui as high as they aro at present, 
it woiUd bo a good investment to instal those elevators It could v oiy casdy bo done It would do awty 
w ith a lot of carry mg, and w oidd atop mixing on tho 1 apas platforms outside the factory It w ould also jire 
vont mixing at tho ontmnoo doors of the factory Giimcd cotton and lapas would never bo mixed beoauso 
tho kapas would bo delivered direct to tho lapas platforms and by quite a separate route to tho cotton 
The seed w ould bo taken away automatioally from the factory Tho automatic feeder made by PI lit is only 
applicable to arngle-xollor gins Platt’s machines ate the only ones m this part of the world I have heard 
that in Tutioorin, there is a gm with seven rollers which is very extraordinary It is difBonltto apply auto 
matio feeders to double roller gins on account of the space available and on account of the beating action of 
the gin Wo havo automatic feeders both for double and single roUer gins which w ere made by our own 
engineers I do not think they are a very great improvement on ordinary conditions They havo defects and 
have never been followed up 

4534 (Mr Henderson ) There is a big difference betw cen tho size of deslu cotton seed and American 
cotton seed judgmg by tho grids w o uso We use a grid five sixteenths inch wide for ordinary dcslit cotton 
and that, I should say, allow a roughly one sixteenth of an mch on each side of the seed to drop through That 
IS to say, the seed is three sixteentlis of an inch in diameter Tho ordinary American seed is another ono 
sixteenth bigger, say, one fourth mch If we w ere going to gin Amcnoan cotton m any considerable quantity , 
say 1,000 bales, we should undoubtedly have to fit larger grids to oin gins to got a bettor output per hour 
Wo do ocoasionallv keep tw o sets of grids five '■ixtecntlis and one fourth inch in size The latter we uso 
for deslii cotton when w o got exceptionally had lapas with small seeds , then w e have to fit up a number of 
gins with small grids m order to sav e tlie lapas from falling through the grid, and getting mixed with tho seed 
Lome trials havo been made w ith ginning deslii cotton in the standard American saw gins The standard saw 
gin IS fitted with a grid suitable tor largo seed My experience was that tho class of desla cotton that wo ro 
quired did not w arrant alteration in tho gms, as tho few odd seeds going tlirough the grids and mixing w ith tho 
lint did not'make much difference, tho class of cotton wo leqmred bomg very low There is an appliance 
under the saw giii to remove the seed w hioh accidently' falls through tho grid It must be remembered that 
in roller gms tho seeds should fall through tho grid and tho lapas and hnt should not, while m the saw gm 
the lint goes through the grid and the seed does not It is possible to gm desla cotton in the standard saw 
gins without alteiang tho grid The seeds w Inch do escape tho grid aro removed from the lint by the arrange 
ment already desorihed and the amount of seed in the Imt of desla cotton is not enough to w orry about It 
IS not more than in the case of tho ordinary i oiler gm where occasionally seed is carried through into lint at 
the end of the roller It might be worth wlulo experimenting with a smaller grid for the saw gm to got 
absolutely seedless lint 

4635 If saw gms were generally adopted eventually, I do not think that there would be any difficulty 
in trammg labour to deal w ith them Tho fittmg of the saw gms and their supervision is infinitely less labon 
ous than that of tho roller gins but if a person who has no oxperienoo whatever with a saw gm tries to work 
it, he will make a mess of it Mechanically it is very much simpler 

4536 (Mr Roberts ) The standard grid for desla cotton is five sixteenths inch wide Wo get to little 
American that no alteration m the size of grids has over been made m the roller gins w o use for it We simply 
gm the few bales of American that w e hav e in the roller gms uneoonomically as regards output per hour Beally 
speaking , the grid should be increased m order to increase the output per hour 
- 4537 I have already suggested tliat a board should bo placed in front of the single roller gms to save 
the feeding coolie throwing lapas over into the ginned cotton. It must ho easily removeable because tbero 
IS BO frequently occasion to look into the front of tho gms There is no trouble at all about arranging it It 
IS merely a matter of a couple of clips It should be made of wood As a matter of fact w e bav o not bad 
any trouble so far w ith lapas falling over tho front of the gms into the lint so that boards aro not necessary 
m our case That is due to the tra nmg of the staff w hioh pay s particular attention to this matter Super 
vision IS an important point, 
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4538 I do not flunk flint fhero is anj ncoDssity for dilToront delations for the cnfrj and exit of /apas 
and cotton if the factory is designed in such a Ma\ that the two cannot crosj It is just as cssj to go up two 
or three stops and to throw Jajxis into fho gin as to walk in front of the gin and lean over and throw it 
into the lapat platform It oocssionally happens that one sido of tho fnotori finishes its Lajyis wliilst the 
other s do has still a lot left and then tlie men who oarry lopos have to remove it from one side of the 
fnotor^ to tho other and wilk donn fho sta rs and go round m preforonoo to throwing it oicr tho gins 


A*rsExuitE I 



V. 


Zeller from J 0 Brooler, Big Chief Engineer, Meisri lialh Bros , Mirpiirllias, Sind, to the Secretary, Indian 

Cation Committee, dated 25tb January 1918 


I have tho honour to fom ard t ou sketohes show mg — 

(а) Tho mmimura sizes recommended for ginning faoforj lapas platforms, both for single and double 

roller gins 

(б) Tho sizes for ginning faotorj lamias platforms winch arc largo enough for ordmaQ working under 

normal conditions 

Iliavoshownon thesketohes the number of lioursfor wlnoli thofnef ones can worl after fho /o/xis plat 
forms are filled up 

I should add that in districts, whero lapas is opened before being ginned it is aerv adMsablo to provide 
ample coa ered in ncconimodalion behind the openers This should ncconiinodato Znpa? sufficient for fi\o to 
ton hours’ w orkmg of tho faotora Tho total aocommodation therefore both bdiind fho gins and behind 
fho openers is suflioicnt to keep the factor\ at work for at least a da\ without refilling so that there is no 
excuse for filling up w ifh damp lajxis in the earlj moniiiig if the jilatforms haa o been filled tho e\ enjng before 
In ramv weather also itisaerj tltsirible to hnao the pi itforms kept tilled up so that there is always a da^ a 
ginning of dr^ lapas in hand 


ShFTon A 



Showing minimum dimensions recommended for double roller gin factorj Giaing S feet pi itforms 
for lapas, and 81 feet for cotton If gins are spnceel at intervals of 7 feet and 8} inches and la])as is piled 
on tho platforms in tho manner shown aboio, the platforms arc sunicicntlj wide to keep the factorj working 
for eight hours at one filling 


I 


SKFTcn B 



This sketch shows the dimensions for a convonientlj sized double roller gin factorj , b'g enough for normal 
^vo^km^ conditio^ The lupas platforms are big enough to keep tho gins going for nme to ton hours 
after one filling, if the gins are spaced, and lapas piled as an sketch A 
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Sketch C 



Showing minimum tlimeiisions reoommendLd for ninglc roller gin factory giMng si\ feet platforms for 
lapas and eleven feet for cotton, the distances from wall to gin shaft centre being eight feet and between the 
shaft centres of the two lines of gins twelve feet 

If the gins are spaced 5 feet 9 inches apart, and the kapas piled as shown, the factory can work for eight 
hours at one filling 

SKtiCH D 


This sketch shows the dimensons recommended for a conveniently sized factory for single roller gins 
It IS big enough for normal working under normal conditions The lapas platforms if piled as shown and 
if the gins are spaced as in Sketch C will keep the faotory working foi about 10^ hours 
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E\AiinNED \T ICABAcnr, J \MJ\B\ 22 nd, 1918 

!• 

Wnllcn sMcmenI 
I — ^AGMCULTDRVE EYPtBILNCb 

' (a) “ Desla ” shor staple cotton 

4539 (1) Experience — I had about nine years’ experience of cotton business in the Punjab, mostly 
on tho Ambala side I have also been for tw o cotton seasons m the Coimbatore district of the Madras Presi 
denoy, and, since autumn 1912, I have been stationed in Karachi I have had several occasions to get mto 
touch with cotton cultivators 

4640 (2) Varieties — ^In tho Punjab and Smd, the varieties known as “ Sind Punjab ” and “ Bengals ” 
are grown , while m the Coimbatore district, I'jots used to grow the varieties called “ Uppam,” “ Madam ” 
and “ Bourbon ” These latter, I understand, have now been practically supplanted by Cambodia 

4541 (3) Size of holdings — ^Information regarding tho size of holdings and the production under 
cotton can beat bo obta ned from*tho Land Record offices As far as mj information goes, about one fifth of 
tho holdings are usually leserved for cotton cultivation in the Punjab In tho Punjab canal colonies, five 
to ten squares of about 25 acres may bo considered an average holding 

4542 (4) Yields and profits — ^The average yields and profits per acre vary considerablj In tho 
Punjab, the jueld per acre vanes from four to eight maunds, while, in Smd, tho average jield of cotton per 
acre is reported to bo about nine maunds of tapas under normal conditions Tho profit depends, of course, 
mainly on tho prices of cotton and on tho outturn Owing to high prices realized, tho profits on cotton ciilti 
vation per acre have been considerably higher opes than of other oiops grown in the Punjab and Smd during 
the past five to seven jears 
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4543 (6) Eotations and manures -In tl.o Punjab, O.o principal crop rotations arc vlioat tor, a. cotton 
maize sugar cano, piar and bnjra , m Smd tl.o fields arc, as a rule, altcmatch smin vi h cotton, hapa ami 
Tnr L the Pu^ab, very little manure is used for cotton oi.ltnat.on I'lelds near Milages are sometimes 
mLired sv ith cou dung and sullage refuse Some u ell to do enm.mfors also use saltpetre In Smd, manuring 
s resorted to s on frech bj rj ots and the manure applied is a mnt uro of cou dung ashes refuse etc 

4544 (6) Comparative returns Evcopting in tl.o North West Frontier Proi moo (Pc«hau ar), tliere is 

no long staple rfps/it cotton groan in either the Punjab or Smd , , , 

(2) As pointed out m paragraph 4542, cotton has been jiaMii^' eult.iators \crv liandsomth in leccnt vears 

and bettor than any other crop, oaiiig to high prices rcali/ed , , , e. ii i u 

(3) In the Punjab, the cultnation of the so colled American sanelies has been more profitable to culti 
vators than of ordinan rfc«7ii cotton The groacr of Amciican cotton must have i arned Bs 5 to Rs 10 more 
per acre during the past feu seasons ahilo this \eir Iheditlcrenee is e\ tn more stiking Jinpos of the American 
\arioties iii the Punjab non felohes from Bs 10 tolls 21 per maund as against dwlii lupus rites aarjing from 
Bs 14 8 to Bs 17 Besides, the outturn per acre of American cotton, is higher than of deiht this sear, the 
desltt crop lianng sulTorcd considcrahlj more hi tho ovceplionallj heaij Septtmber and October rams than 
the Ameroan crop In Smd, the cultnation of oxol o cotton has on the a hole not been succes,sful oamg to 
imsatisfacton irrigation conditions and tho outturn has been so poor that it ji ijs the zaniindnr better to groa 


deshi cotton , , , ‘ 

4545 (7) Conditions affecting increase in area Ciiltiiators judge their so i mgs according to priees 
ruling and irrigation and acathei conditions existing at the lime of soamgs If good prices have prc\ ailed 
duriiig tho season and cspcoinllj at tho time of soamgs cotton is ala ajs gnen tin preference in cull nation 
to other crops Areas under cultnation fluctuate from 2'i to somctiims 100 per cent Am mcrci«cs of the 
area of short slaplo cotton aoiild mean smaller areas for other crops , but, in tho Punjab ns a cU as in Smd, 
tho cultnablc area can still bo vtn largeli iiioieascd In the opening out of tica irrigation colonics 

4540 (8) Uses of seed and seed selection In the Punjab, seed is used prmcipalK for foaling cvttle 
A small quantity is nunufnotiircd info oil for local consumption In Smd, most of tho seisl iisal to bo 
exported to Europe heforo tho a ar and oiilj a small qnniitiU ans consumed locnlU At present pncticallv 
tho aholo yield of s-'cd is disposed of for consumption in Bajputniia and the Punjab and in Ciileli 1 or soa mg 
purposes ordinary seed pnferabU small aval seed, protluccd by ginning factories is frciU used iSoiiio of 
tho ginning factories select and gm soparatelj the best qualities of lapns as ailablo and sell the seed at a jiromiiim 
to oultisatora Hand ginned seeds arc preferred to all others, but there is s erj little of it to bo had noa* a 
days 

4547 (9) General economic conditions — Fcientifio ploughing and the use of ferliliring manures shoiilil 
go a long any toaardsincreaauig the yield of cotton It is 1 noan for instance, that tho Piinjabi settlors along 
tho Jamrao canal m Sind obtain bi good and careful ploughing a far better yield of ahegit and cotton than their 
Sindlii brethren Goiemmont ought to encourage tho moiuifnoturc of fcrtih/mg manures ns much ns jiossible 
ind mduoo zamtndms to bm modern agricultural implements JIuch c in be dono set in tin. an\ of improMiig 
tho quality of desh cotton Very littlo caro is bestoaed upon tho pioliiiig b\ zamindarf In many cases, 
zamtndars alloa tho fapas to drop on tho ground aith tho leases, thus causing a deterioration of tho colour 
and mixing of loaves aith tho Lapai 


{h) “ Dcshi ” Jong sla)ilc cotton 


4548 Oencral — ^As already nnsacred under Section (n), there is no such cotton groa mg in tho Punjab 
or Smd Tho tao fairly good indigonous cotton qualities called Ilansi and Stiiltan aro not of long staple, 
tho length of tho fibre being not o\ on fii o oighths of an inch It has by noa been siiflicicntly estebhslicd 
that exotic cotton especially of tho American xerioties can bo a cry sueccssfiilly groaai, especially in tho 
Punjab colomos , and, ns exotic cotton fotchcsafnr bctterpriccthan desh long staple cotton, profcronco must 
naturally bo gi\ on to tho cultivation of oxotio cotton, the more so e s Lmmshiro is badly in need of mich 
cotton 

(c) Exotic cotton 

4549 (20) Experience — As already stated in paragraph 4639, I ha\o spent tao seasons in tho Coim 
batore district vvhero Cambodia cotton is groan to a largo extent But my activity ans chiefly coiitiiicd to 
tho purchases of dcsln varieties os tho cultivation of Cambodia was at that time in its initial stage I have 
nev or boon stationed in any of tho Punjab centres vvhero American cotton is noa produecd, but I have 
always remained in oloso touch with oui Lyallpur Agency and 1 have followed tho development of tho 
American cotton cultivation in tho Punjab and Sind very closely ov cr since I have been stationed m Karachi 
I also visit tho Punjab cotton oontres once ov cry y car at tho beginning of tho cotton season 

4550 (21) Varieties — In tho Punjab, tho so called 4F American cotton is cliiefly groan, tjiia being tho 
produce of seed originally imported from America and acclimatized m Dharaar In Sind, oxponmonts 
acre medo with Triumph cotton and other v'arielics, but tho experiments not having boon successful, tlio 
cultivation of oxotio cotton has practically been abandoned this ycer 

4551 (23) Comparative returns 4F cotton is about as good a yioldcr as dcs/ii, but tho outturn of 
lint IS slightly less than that of desJn lapas 

4562 (25) Conditions aflecting increase m area —It lias been established that tho suoccssful growth 
of exotic cotton such as of tho 4F typo and other similar variclios is subject to certain conditions which seem 
to restrict its cultivation to irrigated areas A further largo dovclopment of tho cultivation of tho Amoricaii 
cotton can, therefore, bo attained only by the oxtonsion of irrigation Tlio climatic conditions of tho Punjab 
and Smd appear to be very conduciv o for tho growing of tho American cotton As a matter of fact, tho 
American varieties have stood tho adverse climate of tho last summer for better than tho dcsJti cotton It 
has also been proved that the American cotton sown in tho Punjab suffers much less from insect pests than 
deshi The only disc dvantago in planting American cotton is that tho crop te Lcs a much longer time to mature 
than deshi It has to bo sown m March or April and picking usually commences from tho 15th of Novombor 
only This seems to mtorforo with other crops, ospecially food stuffs, but to what extent, I am unable to say 
Frost sometimes comes early in December and tho American cotton is, therefore, liable to suffer much more 
from frost than deshi cotton Tho ginning seasons gonomlly last from October to tho end of March but owing 
to the lateness of tho American crop, it may sometimes have to bo prolonged till end of May If good manure 
IS applied to the soil, there ought not to be any great necessity to observe rotations of crop Tho problem of 
labour is difficult to solvm as the supply is getting shorter every year Tho sale of agricultural machines and 
wooden implements should, therefore be encouraged by Government as much os possible 
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4553 (26) Suitability o£ existing varieties ~I think the right varieties o£ exotic cotton -re being 
pushed as far as the Punjab la concerned The growing of the exotic cotton should be pushed vigorously in 
Sind as soon as irrigation conditions h-'vo unproved It is generflly admitted thatboth thesoil andthe 
climatic conditions in Siiid are better suited for the cultivation of long staple cotton than in the Punjab 

4554 (27) Prevention o£ mixing o£ different varieties —The practice of mixing exotic cotton vith 
deshi in the fields is now slow ly being dropped by zamindars r nd i j ots Tlie fai mer has by now fullj realized 
that mixmg does not pry end if, in spite of thiB,ho occassion-llj groiis mixed qualities, he does so siinplj 
because he has not enough pure cotton seed of the American variety Tins yeer more 4F American seed has 
been sold by the Agricultural Bepertmont than in previous see sons and consequently more pure cotton is 
bemg obtained in the Clionab, Jlielum and Montgomery colomes than in any otliei j ear The whole remedy 
appears to me to he in tho fact that farmeis must have easy access to pure American cotton seed and, for this 
purpose. Government,! e , tho Agricultural Bepeitmcnt should establish seed farms or seed depots in all the 
various cotton centres and, if possible, also in tho Uhstls of e-ch district No fancy prices should bo asked 
for those seeds •> s a cry often the price dome nded fertile article frightens thocultivatoravv ay andhoisforoedto 
buy indifferent seed olsowhcro at a cheaper r te 

(2) The question o£ preventing mixuig in tho ginning factories is a luoie difficult pioblem to solve, chiefly 
Owing to tho unscTOpfiloiisnoss of some of tho factory ouiicis Gener,^llj' speaking, I am of opinion that the 
proper egoncy for dcelmg with complaints as regards mixing and adulteration of produce is tho trade itself , 
but in tho present o’’ so 1 think some interference on the part of Gov ernment is advisable for tho following 
reasons It is •> well known fact that tho numbei of ginning fe ctorica in tho Piinj” b is far in excess of e ctii" 1 
requirements This cruses very strong competition amongst the factory owners and consequently all attention 
of ginners is div orted to outturn rether th"n to quality ind caicful ginning Very few of the now existing 
faotoiies in tho Punjab hrvo enough godown and compound accommod ition to keep tho different qualities 
of Lapas strictly sop'’r"tc, and consequently good and hrjl qualities and kapas of different growths such as 
Ainenoan and desTii are freely mixed Of late three y'C-rs has else been a tendency m tho Punjab to bring 
into tho cotton trade and engage men as factoiy m- iiageis who have had no cxpeiionce whatsoever in the cotton 
business rnd in tho cotton selection These men "re U8ii"lly well ediioted but, being without experience 
m tho business and soloction of cotton, they arc more often tlirn not dctiimenf "1 to the cotton trade I thmk 
some improv'emont could bo bi ought r bout if tho existing f" ctories w ere put under license, r nd liceiibcb should 
bo stopped where it is proved that tho ginncrs have dolibeiatcly mixed oi otherwise detenoi ted the cotton 
In now colonies such ns tho Lower BrriBoab, and colonies still to bo opened, Govcrnnient ought to restrict 
tho number of ginmng fe clones to tho " bsoluto necessity, r nd care should ho taken to issue licenses only to w cll 
known firms with many yorrs’ oxpcnenco in the cotton tiedc Tho Punj"b Goveinment ere now stipulating 
for certain conditions rs regrrds constiuction of ginning rooms when selling factory sites in the Lower Ban 
Doeb Colony Iwouldgoono stepfurthci and insist on specious and well ventileted godowns, largo drying 
platforms, etc , bemg erected in ordci to 1 cop tho different qmlities strictly sep"ratc and dry 

(3) Tlioro oen bo' no doubt thrt factory ownorshavo of lete years rcceiyed consider" bio encouragement 
from Indian mills to mix Ament an and dcshi cotton I do not mean to say that these mills hevo had then 
eyes set purposely on mixed quelitios, elthough they hex e probe bly not done badly with tlioir purchases of 
mixed cotton considering the fat margins wath which Indie ii mills "re working since the outbreak of the war. 
Gut tho fruit lies probably nioio with tho mills’ purchasinag agents who, with quite insufficient traimngmthe 
selection o£ exotic cotton, ere sometimes quite incapable of judging whether the cotton is mixed or not It 
IS no exaggeration to say that, of tho purchasing agents now actmg on behalf of Indian mills in the Punjab, 
there is scarcely e man who knows how to pull tho fibre of tho cotton properly Indian mills are now by 
far tho chief buyers of American cotton in tho Punjab e nd they will continue to bo so even after the war 
Therefore, tho problem of raising tho standard of quality, mixmg, etc , is one to be solved in the first instance 
by Indian millk It will pay them m tho long run to exeiciso a very strict control over the selection and 
avoid or heavily penrlizo mixed quelities Without tho co operation of Indrn mills and particularly so of 
their purchasing agents with exporters in tho latter’s endeavouis to improve the quality, Punjab American 
cotton IS not hi oly to reach a high enough standard to attract many buyers from Lancashire 

(4) 1 behove the introduction of one or two standards ot Punjab American, which should be established 
and deposited in Liverpool, Bombay and Karachi, would result into some improvement of the buying system 
and ensure a raising of tho standard of quality , although I do not feel very sangume on this score simply 
because several of tho largo Indian mills have their own buymg arrangements m the Punjab 

4555 (28) Importation o£ seed — As tar as I know, experiments carried out with fresh imported seed 
from America did not prove to bo a success 

4556 (29) General Economic Conditions —To ray knowledge, manure is only very scantily used for 
cotton growing^n tho Punjab and, as fortdizors are not hkoly to be available in large quantities in the near 
future, the greatest care should bo taken m tho selection of seed In order to prevent deterioration of quality, 
tho seed for American cotton cultivation should only bo supplied by tho Agricultural Bep"rtment who should 
prosecute tho selection of seed systematically I would also Iry stress eg" in on the necessity of deep ploughing 
and careful woedmg Zaninidars should also bo able to roly strictly upon the Irrigation Bepartment to obtain 
water when required for cotton Buring my tour in the Lower Ban Bdab colony last November, I have heard 
some complaints on this score 

II — COMlTEIlCIAn ASPECT 

4557 (30) Local trade customs — Cultivators brmg then- cotton into recognized commercial centres 
for sale w here it is sold to tho highest bidder Ginning factory proprietors frequently buy lapas in the interior 
from zamindaYS oi lapas dealers and have to pay certam advances to the cuItivato"s as errnest monev 
In several instances litigation has ensued over these bargams owing to tho cultivators failmg to deliver the 
lapas agamst their forward contracts Tho risky nature of such forward business with cultivators h" s 
prevented largo commercial firms from buying from cultivators directly If agricultural b"nks could 
safe^ard tho interests of buyers, exporters could also p"rticipcte m the forward business with zamindars 
and the cultivator would then get more for his cotton, as exporters w ould be able to outbid tho middlemen 
At present, exporters buy mostly ginned cottonfromfretory owners, but the tendency of exporters inclmes 
more and more towards tho lapas purchases from mandi arrivals thus eliininatmg the factory ovvners 
as sellers Tho reason for this is that factory Owners can rarely be relied upon to tender satisf" ctory qualify 
in rising markets, whilst it off on happens that contracts are repiidi" ted altogether by factory owuieis 
involving the bujeis in endless litigation. I believe tho protracted proceedings of commerci"! cases in the 
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Puniib and other Indjpn l,av. Courts lie ve much to do with the indifference which some o£ the Indian 
merchants display tenards their contr-ct obligations and, as a remedy, I nould suggest a much freer 
use of the Arbitration Act in all oases of a commercial nature This, howeyer, neoessit''te3 the creation 
of local Cliamhers of Commerce, which should be constituted not only ol exporters, factory and milloivners 
but should also include the local Government Authorities, as for mstanoe. Deputy Commissioners or 
Collectors and the local officers m ch"Tge of the Agricultural Department Disputes about quality, I thmU, 
it would be better to have referred to arbitration m Bombay or Karachi, ns it ivill often not be possible to find 
impartial cotton experts locally Awardsgivon by Bombay or liar- chi arbitrators Bhouldbomadeenforccablo 
also m the Puiqab Law Courts So f-'r Indian merch-nts m the Punjab have preferred to avoid arbitration 
in Bombay or Krraohi, probably because they thmk that they avill not get justice m these arbitrations It 
IS true that the present sj stems of olassifio-tion in Bombay and Kaiachi are not very leliablo and if arbi 
tration and olassihcation could be conducted in Bombay and Liverpool on the Bremen system, it would, to 
my thinking, not only sti engthen the confidenco of the Indian merchants in these arbitrations, but also 
help considerably to improve the conditions in the Indian cotton trade 

4558 (31) Standarditation of commercial names — Smd and the bulk of the Punjab desht descriptions 
are sold in Bombay under the commercial name of “ Sind Punjab ” A few stations on the Ambala side are 
allowed to pass as “ Bengals ” which m normal seasons are quoted Rs 5 to Rs iO higher than “ Smd 
Punjab ” in the Bombay maiket I do not think this differentiation is justified "tall, smee the intrinsic 
value of most of the Punjeb styles is as high as the produce of the United Provinces Both Punjabs and 
cotton from the United Provinces should be cPssed under one end the same name, say “ Punjab Bengals,” 
uhile Smd uiiich is of a much shorter fibre might be given the name “ Sind ” 


III — Statistical 

4559 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — The cotton forecasts are very meagre and distincth 
restricted in the nitormation they pubhsh Tneir chief fault is th"t they ire genoially too lou uifh regaid 
to the yield and the estimates compiled by our own agents in the Punjab and Smd have invariably proved 
to bo more relic bio than the Government forecasts Besides, the Government forecasts are generally pub 
bailed much too late to be of much use to the tiadc In Ameiica, the Agricultur") Bureau reports 
on the condition of the crop at the end of every month I do not think it neoesscry to have monthly 
leports published, but the four estimates u Inch it is non customary to give out should bo made avajableto 
thetr"de much quicker than hitherto 

4580 (34) Improvemeit of other statistical laformation — I certainly ndvoc"tc pressing and ginmng 
returns being published by the Government every fortnight Theic will bo no difficulty in getting tlioinforma 
tion from all the factories and presses if a strict control is kept I mry also point out that opinion i s 
legirds the quantity of cotton consumed m the villages te,hvthe farmers themselves and othtx village 
inliahitants is very muoh divided and estimates for the uhole of Indie’s homo consumption at piesent vai v 
betn een 400,000 to 1,000,000 bclcs It would be of the greatest interest to the trade to have reliable 
figures for this “ homo consumption ” in a illagos, as without them it is impossible to estimate the yield of the 
crop accurately 

(2) No reliable data IS av "ilcble in regard to despatches of cotton from upoounlry' stations at present 
1 Mould recommend the formation of a special department or burem uhich m ould have to deal with statistical 
matter and ivhich uould have to remain in close and contmual touch with trade 

4581 (35) Publication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — I do not tbmk the publication of Liveipool 
and Bombay cotton prices "t upoountry markets, Mould be of much use, because the average zammdar Mill 
scarcely be able to calculate from these quotations how much he should get for his lapas 

IV — MAHUrACiunE 
(a) Ommng and pressing 

4562 (36) Type and number of gins and presses — In Multan, Me have a gmmng factory containing 
28 single rollei Pl"tt Bros gins and onoHodgart half press with a D SteMartfimsher In Mir Hussan, about 2i 
miles from Tando Adam, we possess a factory, the building of nhich collapsed last October owing to 
floods caused by canal breaches The 43 gins, BJatt Bros roller gins, and engme are now hemg removed to 
some other place 

4563 (37) Size of bale — Our Multan press produces the ordmary oblong standard bales of about 
10 20 o ft 

4564 (38) Saw gms uersMs roller gins — Saw -gins are no doubt great Icboursavmg machmes and 
capable of turning out muoh more ginned cotton than roller gins They are, honeaer, ruination to desht 
short staple cotton, as the staple is cut to pieces by saw gins I c"nnot express an opinion os to whether saM 
gms could bo more successfully employed m the case of Punjab American cotton, as I have not yet seen rny 
such cotton ginned by saw gms My firm is trying to gm, as an experiment^ some Punjab American cotton 
in tho Dharwar district where saw gins ere used, but owing to tho closing of railway boolangs foi cotton we 
have not so far been able to despatch the kapas to Dharwar 

4565 (40) Factory labanr — ^R^e have much difficulty is ohtaming factory labour now a days 

4566 (41) Condition of cotton — Damp lapas and cotton as m ell as cotton rmxed m th kapas and crushed 
seed ate often to be found in the lots we gin and press As regards remedies, I refer to my suggestions 
m para^aphs 4554 and 4556 As far as I know, deliberate damping of lapas or ginned cotton is not being 
practised very much noM a days, but kapas olten arrives m a damp condition because it has been picked by 
farmer in tho early mornings when dew is falling Instead of having it thoroughly dried before stacking, 
factory owners grenerally store such kapas is badly ventilated godoivns, as a conseqenoe of which the kapas 
becomes heated and discoloured 

(6) Spinning and ruamng 

4507 (45) Effect on cotton market of replacement of short staple cotton by long staple — If it is a 
question of repheing mIioIo crops, such as for instance the Bengal and Punjab crops by long staple cotton, 
this M ould undouhtedlj cause considerable dislocation m the cotton trade and m the textile mdustrj , 
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4568 (46) Attitude o£ buyers to improved cottons — Long stapled cotton alwys commands a better price 
tban sliort stapled varieties and premiums are always paid for improved groivtlis 


Sir T R AiEEuTiiAEOEB called and examined 

4569 (Mr Hendersmi ) I have some experienee of desln Sind cotton It is brought cliieflj at Tando 
“Idam, Shadanpur and Mirpurklias Sind desln cotton is rougher than Punjab desht It is used for quite 
different purposes, chiefly for mixing with wool It is not so sill y as the Punjab and is shorter staple It is 
a different cotton altogether from the Punjab cotton, and it is not difficult to distinguish the two One can 
distinguish them bj’ the feel and bj pullmg the fibre The ordinary trade name for both is “ Sind Punjab ” 
cotton and they are both included in the same dassification I can not understand why tw o such different 
cottons have been classified under the same name, and I think that there should be a difference between Punjab 
and Sind cotton The Punjab cotton should bo included in “ Bengals ” whilst Sind should haa c a separate 
class of its ow n The intrinsic value of Punjab is as good as “ Bengals ” The cotton from the Calcutta side 
1 c Comillas, corresponds to Sind, but is e\ en harsher As far as I know, it ranks m about the same class as 
Smd cotton If tho classification w ere changed as suggested above, it w oiild be an improi cment as regards 
Punjab cotton because it w ould be sold as “ Bengals ” whilst Smd cotton w ould continue to be sold as “ Smd ” 
If sold on sample, Sind cotton certainly gets a higher price than Punjab As a rule, it gets a lugher price in 
Europe but not always in Bombay Tho present system seems very cumbrous It can only be explained 
by tho convenience of the trade in Bombay In my opimon, Punjab cotton, t e , desln cotton and “ Bengals ” 
should come under one name I have not sufficient experience of other parts of India to express an opimon 
as to the classification. I have some experience of tho Coimbatore tract Coimbatore cotton simply comes 
under the name “ Cambodia ” No classes have been fixed for that cotton I merely want the classification 
of •' Smd Punjab ” altered and am not prepared to express any opimon in legard to qther parts of India 

4570 1 saw samples of Smd American cotton two jears ago The samples were veiy good as regards 
fibre , they w ere also of a fairly good class Tho cotton was giown m tho neighbourhood of Jlirpurklias At 
first it got a premium o\ er desln, but afterwards there was no demand f or it ow ing to tho collapse of the cotton 
market In mj opinion, it was superior to Punjab American, bettor m fibre and of better class I do not 
tlimk that it ever had a fair chance so far as the premium went If there w ere a proper organisation and if 
It got tho price and premium that Amencan cotton is getting in the Punjab, I think there would be ample 
scope for expansion Smd is an ideal place for American cotton especially round Mupurkhas and towards 
Nawabshah Tho desln cotton there immediately south of Nawabshali, t e , m Shadadpur is very superior 
and it IS belter than tho cotton further south 

4571 (Mr Sohats) I am m favour of local chamber'’ of commeros upcountry I would have 
stipulations made in the contract that any disputes except perhaps m regard to quahty should be settled bj 
tho arbitration of the local chamber of commerce I should prefer to have disputes m regard to quality 
settled m Bombay or Karachi, because there w ould not bo local experts available The local chambers 
w ould charge tho usual fees for each arbitration I w ould include the Deputy Commissioner, some 
agnoultural officers and all tho merchants A meeting once a fortnight, vv ould be quite sufficient , m case 
of emergency, there might bean extra meeting By avoiding litigation business upcountry would bo 
made easier and the settlement of disputes would bo facilitated I im against the Bombay and Liverpool 
methods of arbitration I am of opinion that these sliomd bo paid official arbitrators who would not know 
who were tho parties to the transaction. There is a good deal of suspicion at present amongst Indians 
and others m regard to Bombay arbitration, especially m tho Punjab but not so much on tho Bombay aide 
Punjab sellers have often refused to sell on Bombay arbitration If there w ere official tvpes or official 
standards in Bombay for Punjab Amencan, I thmk it would be an improvement, but most of tho buyers 
w ould have to buy on tho basis of that standard , otherwise it w ould not bo of much use Buyers who are 
not established m the Punjab would prefer to buy on tho basis of standard They would have something 
to go upon. At present there is no faxed standard for American cotton There is nothmg fixed about the 
length of tho staple and about the class There ought to be at le ist one standard and tho value of the 
standard must bo fixed in comparison w ith other qualities Eor the present, I vv ould have two classes , one 
of superior class and staple and one of ordinary class and staple The standards would hav o to be prepared 
by the Cotton Trade Association in Bombay Some arrangements would be made by the Cotton Trade 
Association with tho Cotton Exchange 

4572 (President ) The outturn in tho present cotton foiecasts is never shown accurately Tho estimates 
that vv e make ourselves are more rdiable 1 think that the forecasts should be prepared by some other Depart 
ment Tho Agricultural Dopartmeilt w ould be the best We do not require a greater number of forecasts 
but wo want them more accurate and more punctual The pressing and ginning returns ^should be made 
compulsory There should be a check on cotton m transit No data m regard to that are at present avail 
able I would lecommend a special Statistical Department, which might brmg out a monthly statistical 
report, showing the figures of cotton m transit from one station to another and from stations to ports Mj 
exponence is that when I have applied to tho railway authorities for such figures, they have refused to give 
them 

4573 I certainly thmk that it would be a great improvement from tho trade pomt of view to have a 
standmg committee sitting, say, in Bombay and composed of members of the cotton trade, both exporters 
and shippers, mill owners and members of tho Agricultural Department, meeting at rogulai mtervals to discuss 
all such matters, and to make information available for Europe and other countries It would help to link 
up tho trade all over tho world There ought to bo more co opeiation between the Agricultural Department 
and the trade 

4574 (Mr Wadiu ) My opinion is that all gimnng and press ng factories should bo licensed to distingmsh 
which mix and which do not All bales should bo marked with tho name of the factory (both ginning and 
pressing) and also with the name of the station from which they are despatched Good and bad qualities of 
cotton are very often purposely mixed together m the factories but it is sometimes the fault of the labourers 
It may be said that mixing is mostly done puiqiosely I have had a number of complaints about Punjab 
American and des7u cotton being mixed If a ginning factory were habitually mixing and complaints 
were brought against it, the license of such a factory ought to be temporarily suspended There is not so 
much fraudulent dampmg going on now as there used to be Cotton arrives m a damped condition from the 
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\ )IIa"M Early picking m the morning has a lot to do ith that I do not think that the lamas damp now 
as much as they used to do Tho ginnmg factories used to damp their cottons in the godowns by sprinkling 
water on tho walls and on the flooi of godowns but I think there is an improvement in that respect Some 
of tho ginneries are badly built and that tends to mixing of iapas and Imt In tho first place, a lot of lapas 
gets mixed w ith ginned cotton in the ginning room Second^, there is not sufficient accommodation m tho 
Lodowns to enable the good and bad classes to bo kept sepaiatelj If licenses are issued, bad ginnois should 
be required to remodel then factories on better hues with aiider lapas platforms and improaements in 
ginning ' 

4575 In mj opimon, gmning ind pressing factory owners are encomraged to mix cotton os they get too 
high prices comparatu ely for the m xed cotton from the mill ow ners In the beginning, buj ers had not enough 
experience to find out that American cotton contained a lot of deshi mixture If a halo wore shown to me 
containing a mixture, I could not say w hether it w as mixed, if tho mixture were only fii e per cent, but I could 
(ell the difference Letween a five per cent and a twentj per cent mixture, though I could not between fiae 
and ten per cent The mills are very often cheated owing to this difficulty of detection Their purchasing 
at^ents have not enough experience They have not got the same 1 now ledge as exporters have because they 
are not specially trained men Thej could be trained in Bombay w here there are plenty of opportunities to 
learn the w ork of selection We have alw ays got standards of cotton here, not for American but for desAi 
Wo have got homo and Bombay standards not local standards There is no local standard Each export 
house buys on its own selection and it is generally known to every seller what quality bo has to tender If I 
buy a thousand baits of Sind cotton m the Karachi market, I buy according to my own standard There is no 
local standard here There is no judging by standard samples, ns in Bombay There is an arbitration clause 
m the contraots here, under wlueh any dispute arismg out of a contract must he referred to the arbitration 
of European merchants The Bombay' rules do not apply to tlio Karachi market Tliero are no fixed rules 
as regards purchases In the case of sales by exporters, the buyer can have tenders surveyod by any other 
export firm but the seller is not bound to accept the survey report and ho has the option to tender another 
lot if, in his opinion, the survey report is not justified Tliere are no fixed rules as regards purchases I am 
certainly of opinion that there should he at least one standard I do not think that tho present system is 
satisfactory and it should be improved If w e had our ow n Cotton Trade Association w e could have our own 
rules on somewhat similar lines of those in Bombay If there were a combmed body hero, there would be 
no necessity for local chambers of oorameroo for disputes concerning quality 

4676 Pools are formed because there are more factories than there is work for That is why they keep 
tlio pressing and ginning charges so high, and the natural result is that tho cultivator gets a lovyer price for lus 
cotton The pool question is a very difficult one I do not think that it can easily be stopped Without 
pools m some of the big places, it w ould be impossible for tlie factories to exist Tho only thing is that there 
should Lea limit to tho pressing and gmmng rates I do not tlunk a ginnmg rate of Rs 9 and a pressing rata 
of Rs 118 reasonable Rates might be regulated according to o roumstnnoes If labour is more expensive 
then higher rates should be allow ed The licensing body should look to the local conditions of laboiuy coal and 
other charges, cost of hoops, etc , and should regulate prices to give a fair margin for profit and depreciation 
Where there are more factories than are necessary, the removal of some to another place where there is room 
for them w ould be the beat thing but w ould bo very difficult to w ork If Government approved the idea, 
it w ould be a good thmg if facilities for land and other concessions w ere given 

4577 (jllr Hodghnson ) I have not had much experience of Cambodia I vv as in Coimbatore the firit 
season that Cambodia w as grow n there The staple of Cambodia is longer than that of Punjab American 
It IS fully one inch in the length whereas Punjab American on an average is only seven eighths inch I am 
talking of 4P cotton as that is the best known Punjab American We have sent several consignments of 
Punjab American to Lancashire and w o had to sell them at a heavy loss, ns nobody wanted to buy it, owmg 
to the staple being very irregular and to the mixture of deshi cotton. The chief complaint was on account 
of tho irregularity of the staple It contained a lot of deshi of very short staple and so could not he used 
for the purpose for which it w as wanted We also had a bad experience with Italy' Tliat was two or tliree 
V ears ago Since then w e hav e not exported any more Punjab American If it is to bo exported to Lanca 
shire It must be moie regular in staple and the deshi must be kept out It must be kept as pare as possible 


Mr F Cr TRAVitRS, representative of Messrs Gill an4 Company, Karachi. 

ExAunxED AT ICAHAoHr, jANUAKy 23kd, 1918 
No rmtten slatemcnt vxis siihimtled ly the vntnesa 

4578 {Mr If adia ) I represent Messrs Gill and Company Before that I represented Messrs Gadduin 
and Company I knew nothing about cotton bcfoie I came to this country The first place I went to Broach 
I then went to Berar and Tinnev elly' Idiave been in Karachi for the last seven years, and so I know all the 
cottons dealt m hero, Punjab deshi, Punjab American and Smd cotton Smd cotton as a rule is rough and somo 
people w lU not take it The Punjab cotton is mostly somewhat silky and soft Rough cotton w as sometimes 
stipulated for in tho contracts I am reforrmg to European buyers In the past before tho war we used to 
ship cotton to Bombay It is all called Smd^ Punjab in Bombay and either Smd or Punjab cotton can bo 
tendered against a Smd Punjab contract Most of the leading cottons weie sold on samples taken from tho 
biles or on type We sent a type down and wo sold on that type 

4579 I have had something to do with Punjab Aniericaji We used to value it m the pre war days as 
about a penny a pound about deshi cotton Now I thmk it is two pence a pound above deshi if not more I 
have not bought any Punjab American this y'ear as we carmot get it down I merely bought a few sample 
bales to sec what the quality w as like It is nothing like as good as it was last y'ear Wo cannot sell Punjab 
cotton this season ow mg to the difficulties of getting it brought to Karachi or Bombay It looks as if I shall 
liav e to bring what w o h iv o bought dow n in carts Judging from samples of four or five types from sample 
nalet. at Lyallpur, tlic class is not as good as it was last year The staple vanes very much and the cluef 
complaint against tho cotton is this irregularity of staple Practically anybody who uses it will tell you the 
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snmi' flunp; Pnmplo phowLcl tint tlin Rlnplo \itics from ^ moh to IJ inch It n diffioolt to say vhat 
(ho catno of tlua JB 1 lla^o hart Amcnoan cotton mIucU Iiaa boon guaranteed unniixcd aaith dedit cotton and 
o\ui ii» Hint I liaao found irregular staple I tliml gmiung lias a good deal to do aiith it and possibly tlio 
piclving of iniiiiafiiro bolls 

'I'iSO Tlie gmnerua nm but (liej do so conn dernblj less tlinii (liea used to do I am oiilj judging from 
the cotton I sei I cannot suggest ana method ba mIucIi niiMiig in ginneries can bo prevented Aa long 
ns Mill allow a man to bin cotton at all for example any a man Inns a thousand mounds of American lajms 
and tlu aaiin cjuantitv of (/es/i* Injxii, you euinol atop Ins til iiig them to lua own faotorj and mixing them 
unless you maKe a law to that effeet esjucialK when there are people who ask for the mixture I lia\o sent 
pure Ameru m fotton to Jiombiy , 1 line also sent mixed stiifT in winch (hero was roiighU an average of 
Hurts per cent <>( drdn 1 eould sell the mixed stuff at a profilablo price but I could not sell the other as they 
w ould not pay for U U he prici at w Inch the mixed cot ton ean bo purchased mokes it rclatn cly cheaper than 
Hie pun* cotton Hit puce of wliitli is loo diar for its \nliie ns against the other Ono has to cater for tho 
nulls If OIK sells imxeil ontton at Ils WO and charges Its fi'it) for immixed cotton, they sax that it will not 
do One dms not iiiuh rstnnd tin Jiomliax eoltonhiners 1 hex o sometimes not hi cn ahlt to sell American 
Cotton ns fast ns 1 roiihl git it to Ilomhix Jhe mxt moiiHi all I could do xiiHi it was to gixo it awav I 
did not sill xiry mueli ol Hus cotton ni limiihax uiilcss Hiero xi as no export demand A\o used to export 
mo it of It hut XI e hid two or (hn'e biixirs m llomhay, people xilio xiero nlwaxs willing to tnko it AVo sent 
some lietter stiifl from hi ri aftrr xi r\ lari fill seh-ction from lottoii bought np countrx for which xxo wanted 
rithcr a fancx prie' Hut it eould not eoinpetc against tin iiitixc’s stulT xxhich xias verx badly mixed and 
we had to sell it at Its 10 or 10 a Llnndi liihn wh it it xxas worth 1 could not six from mx oxponenco xxhat 
tin i>orcrntnge of iiiixtun is It is a diflicult matter If one (a! es a simple of six pounds from a bale, one 
max get a sampb of liemtifiil cotton , one mix take anolher Baniplt from Hie other side and find Hint it is 
xerv badly mixisl lint ii Hie art ot imxmi, f was tall mg to a xt rx prominent null owner in Bomb vx Ixioor 
three raoliHis ago 1 showial him saniplisof (his le I’linjali \mencaii cotton and ho told mo that it xi as not 
of much use to Inm Hi max not he spumint, this kind of cotton hut llie great compliint in Bombay has 
alw ax's him the irregiilanlx of Hu stiple ff tin staph xn re nioie regular it would eommanil a higher price 
1 was the first per on to iiitrxHlmi Hus eolton to Kiiii a-shire In 101 t 1 sold as much of it to I^anccshire as 
1 inilil pet It It had his i a half piiiiix mori in priie it would not liaxe bicii lal cn. It was not xaltlcd 
against Ann r exn lotton It ua.s “Ohl on txpe and then win no eomplainie Huy continued to tnl c it the 
litx'yi ir Hii iiixt xiarwi thought that tlic wen going to bnx again and w o bought a considerahle amount 
in lilt eipat on id the demand for It lint lhe\ xi ould not lake a hale It w as lx mg in Bomb ly for some months 
and wo bad to sill it there I cannot ti member Ibet x let figuris but we iisisl to gel a pinnx a pound more than 
f ir onhna’x fine IVngals or fine' .‘'ind I’unjab ’ I fancy that the price used to bi a half ponnv to a pcmix 
lx low Mubllmg Ann r can I hax i no doubt that 1 could s It it iii 1 mcaslnro non , if T could get fro ght but 
the prei of lotlon is ki high that coniiit om an ill ehtingixl lUlatixe xalucs hixe hi-cn upset by the w ir 
Jm jinei oflhmjib Anur c m is n iw mughly i shillmc a pound I hax c sold mipi rfine Sind cotton m Germanx 
and Austria at the sanit fini e as Miildhn,, Ammian 1 forget xxhich x oar that was Nothing hut ‘'iiid cotton 
xv es nnx ii ' to Hum I f i lex it was m that xi xr Hi it 1 sent home four or fixe liales of I gx ptian eolton from 
Afirpiirlhas I s nt it to Mniiehi-sU r white it wai sold prietieallx at tho siiiiic price aS|MiiIdhng American 
whiih was till saiiu pnc' ai onlmarx d' !n Sind of that pi'-l eiilar xeir In an onliiiarx xoar, it would linxo 
sol 1 nt t o police a jiound tiinn 

4 M 1 I tinnl damping ought to he made a erimin il olTenee 1 have my self seen hundrcils and thousands 
of bales of eol'on datnpeil luoxui'', in somi parts of India, it is practically impossible to press cotton if it is 
no' daiiipeil In some plxees the practice is to coxer tin cotton wiHi xxet gxniiiie» Bx tbo next morning, 
tlu cotton bas aluo'beii that amount of damp In etr'ani parts of India thrt is done oxerx day I liaxo 
seen ball n doin bo I pipi ' play mg on n fexx liliiidrixl belcsof rollon Itbnik it xx ould boa good tliuig to 
make dampnv to nnx i xt< nt peail 1 ) mpinc in the rniijab has heeii considerahlx reduced during tho 
last txxo xe irs koine st at onsx < re i o hi d tin * hilxcis lefiisial to look et the cotton from them. 

tASS. 1 think mx silt that the 111 rar system of Miiiiieipal cotton marl rts is the he=t in India You know 
what Mill an liuxingandanx mixing that isiloiu isdoiioafterxxards in the f” clones w hero it could ho stopped, 
if neerssarx ilu g’liiiunis ilihbinililx mix Ido not nee how it r ni be stopped cxi ept by legislating 
"gnmH it In till mills mixing is dmii to gil cut mi loiiiitu Colton is mixed heenuso pure cotton 
doesnot get its [Uopi r xrlm, 'late the easeof Bro-cb 'Irani loadsof KlixiiilcsU /npns eomein there 
to be mixixl With iJro. eh 10*10)1 II is rpnto opi nix done Hut, ] think could he stopped I liaxonot 
been in Hriiuli for the Irst nx xeirs But the M-pb of Broach cotton lias ditcrior’tcd eimsidcrably since 
Ix-isthire 1 mean the hulk of the crop whiili is tciiili real ns fine Bra eh I thml Hiedetcniiratioiiisduo 
more to the spi-rul of then to the Ivhaiidesh cotton coming m (loghnri xxas incrcaMiig eight years 

agoandirii niicil xxith tlu dt ah r" 'IlieeultixatorBxxill till aoii that they gi f a belter outturn Irom goj 7 inn 
than Ibex did from staple cotton 1 xxould accipt the sug'gestion that thetraiiRport ol iinprcssctl cotton from 
o le district fonnothir I'hoiild bn prohibit iii J think that xioiild prvxeiit mixture Am thing that mcarricd on 
tho r ilniyn can he eontrollid I riii a feetory iii Broach for Missrs GadiluinR xxliich xxas knoxvn as a 
hunded " faetnrr AAc did not ■’llow a single e-rt of /opus in, thrt wimiot pure and arnB not thohc«l quahtx 
of cotton AAe iimxI to get about ‘f OftO bales a x e ir I said it ilidnotpsy endwoopciicdtholactory toother 
cotton 'Hie sx stem then is rotti 11 heoaiisea man comes iiixxhnis aiipposcd toheyour client — a eultixator nr 
deahr— 'and brnigsm twoorthrioeertsof In/iasnday One day ho brings two carts of good cotton, tho next 

flax he bringn tuoor Him esrtsof rubbish end tho mxt dax again two good 1 arts end soil goes on If tlicro 
were a munii ip 1 cotton iiierkit x hero tho man Hi-'t hringB the 7 apn< does not gni it heforo ho bcIIh it, as 
IS the ixasi at Amrioti xxlii n tlu re is a large < olloti 111 rki f, then the hiix ers could go to tho market, look nt 
the cotton Hiet i» axnihbli there, buy i ny /o/wi tliatthix want and take it nxxax 1 1 now of no wax 
of (lopping mixing 

418 ) AAo »e, Messrs Gnddum and Coinpanx bed ginning factories at Broatli, in Btrar end in linno 
xclly In fiomodifitrieto, the pool charges arori ason-'ble and ill some districts tlioy arc prettx high I know 
that, 111 some of thn districts, 0110 third ot tho feet ones art not xxorking and so tlioy can 1 cep the ginning and 
pressing charges < spefially high 'Jbeso high eharpc" must tend to lower tho iiltiinete profits of tho culti 
xator Tlio monex that goes into the pool must come out of the pockets of tho man ivho grows cotton 
Nobodx else pax s it Hie ginning and prcBSing charges are not high enough to mako factories pax and that 
IB Iho Qngm ot tlio pools I hax 0 run factories 111 hex eral parts of India and 1 1 now that it is tho most difficult 
thing to make them pay If thoro nro no pools, it means a tromondoiis amount of competition Tlicro aro 
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npoplo ^^llO do not cwo wlicllior tho footorie<i p-v> or not They wont cotton and nropropircd to gm otkI pro«^ 
It tor nothing I think it m onid ho n a crj good thing if thc-io pools n cro regidoted in some n ,iv 

4584 (Hr IMglinson ) Tlio stiplo oven of pure Punjoh American is irregular It may bo dtio to 
Iiad ginning or to the presonoo of immaturo cotton As t o tho ginning of cotton and tho fl'cing of grids one 
complaint in Broach is that tho staple cotton loses so much of its outturn bv bad ginning In nian> of tho 
factories tho roller is covered auth lint and it won t gin properly I thinl niatij of tho gins in tho Punjab 
arorunmavorj badavaj They haa o a man there on Rs gO a month as an onginci r or fitter Ho pets 
tho grids and knia OS and tho cotton IS spoilt I havo seen seed mj self auth half tho lint still on it after 

ginnmg _ ^ nttended anj auction sales in tho Punjab I c-'iinot compete auth t^io milloavners 

Variation in staple moans that cotton is absoliitola no use to Lancashin I had verj fcaa complaints from 
jranohestcr about tho cotton I sent there Ttaaasaorj carofullj sclecteil Tlio people aaho took it auro aerj 
pleased aa itli it IVo paid pract icallj a erj littlo alloaa anco on it Wo sold it on ta pc I think that a certain 
imojint of tho rough Sind (kiln cotton is used for miving for hosiera j arn on tho continent Tlio ordinara 
maclimo ginned Sind cotton is vora aahito 

4580 There aro no aaaa gins in Sind Saaa gins aaero tried in tho Punjab somo time ago Ilieso gins 
a\ ore a special patent Tlio cotton turned out lookcil beautiful bait it aaas report cal useless. It airs hie 
aiool It could not bo given aaaaj 1 think saaa gins might suit American cotton bettor than ordinara gins 
(Platt’s) Tlicj aro more mutable for long staple cotton than for sliort staple I undirstnnd that Dlianinr 
saaa ginned cotton 1 1 quite satisfactora Jilcssrs Caddiim rnd Company tried raaa gins in Broach but they 
aaero not satisfactory Idonotknoai ailiy 

4587 Last jc’r I got about scacti thousaml bales of Punjab American cotton It a as most beautiful 
cotton, clean, aaliito and of good staple It aaas roller ginned But this a car tho stuff is full of leaf and dirt 
If you have high priced eotton m India, it means bed cotton It is duo to careless ginning and pressing Wo 
used to pick out all tho jelloai lapai aery cnrcfiillj before pinning and then spread it out and dry it out 
in tho sun Tliat is one of tho chief things to boeloncaaith Punjab and Sind Anicrii an in order to get the be if 
cotton Wo used to do this hut it ell aiont to increase tbocost of tho cotton Very feaa Indian ginners hothi r 
about it Tlio Eombaj’ mills do not paj extra for pure cotton T1 icy say that the mixed stuff suits them 
hotter and is cheaper in comparison. 

4588 (Mr llrndcrson ) I think I shipped homo four bales of Fgyptian cotton about scycn years rgo 
Tho rest yyas yiholly American Tho sluff I sent homo from Jtirpiirkhas yyns ginnwl rt Tando Adam If 
yyas sent homo to bo shoayn to tho mills at Lancashire It yyas eonsiderahly better than Punjab Amcrie in 
The Smd cotton in general is quite a different tj po of cotton If y ou give Sind thoyyatcr a ou could grov anj 
thing but I do not knou mucli about that 5Iy point of \ieyy as an exporter is that it is much better to sell 
cheap cotton at four ponce a pound and make a small profit out of it than to sell cxpensiy o cotton ft a shilliiig 
a pound and make the seme profit out of it Tliat is tho exporter’s point of vioyy altogether 1 1 noyy that 
American cotton yihon roller ginned can bo kept clean because I bought some cotton and had it carchilh 
ginned and got beautiful cotton 

4389 Ordinary Sind desht cotton is a difierent thing from Punjab deiJn You can tender Sind against 
any “ Sind Punjab ” cotton contract Tlio bujor at homo xylio avants Punjab Amcnean is qinto yyilhtig to 
accept Sind American as a legal tender but they don’t buj " Smd Punjab ’’ rt all AH I over sold y •’s sold 
on typo They yy ill buy Smd (tins refers to dciln) and nothing else Bombay alone I nous n)i} it is rrlled 
Smd Punjab , at homo there is no quotation for it If you are not selling on type, y ou alirnys sell on elasv 
suoli ns “fine,” “ superfine,” and “fully good” Smd Tlicroisno such thing as “Smd Punjab ” to Diiropcnn 
biiyois So far as Sind is concerned, there is no classification in Bombnv I donottliink things can besimpli 
bed I do not think a separate class for Smd as apart from tho Punjab yyould do much good It is only in 
the last tyyo years that Bombay has taken muoli notice of Sind cotton They said it yyas short staple and 
rough and that they could not use it For the Inst tn o y cars, it has not been going to Germany and they hay e 
begun to find out the t it was more valuable than they thought it yvas I do not think that it yy ould bo ady isablo 
to have a separate class Tho Smd crop is only about 125,000 bales When export to the Continent sti rts 
again, there will bo nothing loft for Bombay If tho outturn increased, it yvonld bo a different matter 

4590 Tho number of lapanoso buy ers is on the increase Since they )iavo been in the country , no other 
cotton buyers cm compete yyitli them , vliat they do is that they go, say to Jfultan, open an ofiicc, Imao a 
look at the cotton and buy it If they get bad cotton, they shut the office and moyc off to places yybero tiny 
t in got bettor cotton They can alyy nvs e fiord to p ly more than any body else 

4591 I do not til ml that it is ncoes'ciry to send out a man from IJInnobcsttr to buy cotton iri India 
Exporters can sell Slanclicster as much as they avant I knoyy of one season in yyliicb yy c sold 50,000 bales of 
Broach cotton in Manohester Messrs GaddumsliadanofficoinManchcstcrandyised topatcr for tho Man 
Chester trade but mills had littlo use for Indian cotton except the highest types If they could get cotton 
equal to American, they M ould tal o it but they could not send out buy ers to compete m the Broach marki t 
Whatever staple cotton y ou introduce in India seems to deteriorate in time I do not tliinl that Manebester 
yyoyild take very much (lambodia, Hingangliat or bon? It has not got the maohincrv to deal yvith such cotton 
They go in for using higher dess cotton Hardly any Indian cotton can be compared yyatli Amcricrn cotton 
not even Navsan Tlio Kay son crop is not more than 25,000 boles If you could produce half r million of 
bale^ in Navsan, then Lancashire yvoiild become interested in it If tlicro yy ere a regular supply and the same 
quality with a regular staple could bo assured, it yyould bo then avortli tho whilo of Manchester to bo 
interested in it I do not 1 npyy yylictlior anybody in India is soiling American cotton to Lancashiro this 
ymar or not I think they yy ould buy it in present conditions and bo glad to gel it 

4592 (Mr Rdbcrls) It yyould bo useful to havo an official standard for cotton, but the question is 
yvho IS goingto mskoit It yyould boa good thing to Iiaao tyyo mam classes, byit oven if tboroyy cro classes 
■y ou yvo dd still have people yy ho would not bother about them I y\ ould far sooner sell on typo than ou 
class Bombay does npt really knoyvn yy hat pure cotton la like TIio great oomplamt is that there is mixed 
staple One man cm use it, but other people say tlirt they do not yvant it Having a standard might 
help Bractioally no Punjab American cotton is sold on contract It is sold on type You can veiy 
seldom sell it unless you can sbou it Practically tho yvliolo of contracts for Smd drMn cotton yycro sold 
on Bremen arbitrstion in the old day's The Bremen mutual alloyyanco clause is tho most satisfactory 
arbitration clause yon can soli under lam not exporting noyv but from the point of a loyy of on exporter it is 
by far the most sati8f'’ctory clausoyou can sell under Itliink tlio Liverpool sy stem of arbitration is ell right 
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Ifrirtcn atafemmi 

4503 FrcamWc —I understand that the mam object of tlio Indian Cotton Committee’s investigations la to 
determine vhetlior it is possible to inorcaso the cnltnation of cotton— m particular long staple cotton~-m 
India, and, if so, ailint steps should bo taken to expedite and encourage such increase ^ 

4504 NeccasUtj for the SuLhir Barrage —In no part of India is it possible to bring about so great an exten- 
sion ol cotton cultivation ns m Sind All that is required is •water, the rest aviU follow A scheme for bringing 
n perennial supply of -water to a huge tract of land, nearly six thousand square miles, between Rohri and Ha 
derabad has been talked about for the lost fifty j ears This soliemo is still on the iapts Tcehnical problem? 
and details have at last, I behove, all been settled and completed Unfortunately there is still one difficulty 
to be overcome and that is the problem of mal mg the sohomo in accordance with the artificial requirements of 
the Public Worla Code and the out of date yet currently accepted practices and beliefs as to the necessity of Oovern 
mcntmaling use of private capital to build up remimeratnc Statebusincsses The difficulty is entirely an ima 
ginary one of our oivn making The application of a little common''scnso and eoiirago w ill, I venture to believe, 
qiuckly and certainly remove the supposed financial obstacles m the way of the oonstruotion of the Sukkur 
Barrage and Rohri Hj derabad High Level Canal 

4505 Consideration of present methods of financing remuneratne public leorls — ^The Karachi Chamber of 
Commorco havo spoken strongly m favour of the early constniction of this canal and have alluded to the 
requirements — ordinary but very unsatisfaotoi-y m this case — of the Pnblio Works Code in the concluding lines 
of tlickpeniiltimnfo paragraph of their letter of tho 2nd March 1916 to tho Commissioner in Smd, acopyof 
■which I attach hereto (Annexuro I) I propose therefore, to confine my remarks solely to a consideration 
of tho financial problem, i c , to tho supposed necessity of Goaemment appealing to the public for tho loan of 
money {which, be it remembered, Goiernment itself manufactures), to enable it to commence w ork on this groat 
cotton producing project Such a loan would saddle the scheme from tho first -with a huge w eight of 
interest ThiR'’out of date method of financing a State ow ned reproductive public w orks is, I submit, w astoful 
and unneoessary 

(2) Tho appalling magnitude of tho national debts of tho Bntish Empire (and Its Allies), resulting from 
tho present w orld -war, w ill involve a crushing burden of interest on tho groat masses of tho peoples of tho 
Empire (and its Allies) thatwill bo almost insupportable In adow of tho unprecedented magnitude and pressure 
of this burden, it ■will bo tho first duty of Government to lighten taxation in every possible w ay And no Gov 
emment with a'clcar conception of its duty, in this connection, wdl lightly embark upon a policy of moiimng 
further national debt — oven to bring about so promising a project as tho increased cultu ation of long staple 
cotton (and other produce) m tho plains of Smd It will bo incumbent upon Government and upon every 
patriotic, far seeing subject of tho Empire, to doviso ways w hereby remuneratne public w orks of an urgent 
and wholly advantageous oharaotor (such as this groat cotton producing sohomo) can bo constructed without 
tho unnoccssaty weight of perpetual payments of interest to private capitalisls 

(3) Let us consider, briefly tho Government of India’s present and, I submit, out of date method of 
financing tho budding of highly remunerative public works sucli as a State canal or a State railway Govern 
mont appeals to tho public of India to lend it some of tho money (paper and coins) which Government itself 
has previously manufactured and issued Tho public docs so, and Govemment issues in return “ Government 
Paper ” that is not repayable at any fixed date in tho future, but whioli oames interest at 3 or 3V or perhaps 
some higher rate of interest per annum This praoticolly irrcdcomablo Govemment Paper is considered a 
good “ reserve ” against w Inch to issue ourrenoy notes , w hilst tho notes thomsch cs are legal tender for the 
payment of Government liabditics for tho land, goods and services employed in tho construction of tho radway, 
tho canal or w liatovcr tho remunerative public w ork may bo Tho immcdiato outcome of this method of finano 
ing a romuncraOivo public work is that (1) tho capital cost of tho work is increased by tho interest payable to 
tho public on tho “ Government Paper” during construction, and (2) tho cost of tho service which the work 
affords tho public is for el er w oightcd by tho interest annually payable to private oapitalistg on the total capital 
employed 

4590 Proposals regarding financing such works — ^Wliy should not Government m tho case of remunerative 
public works avoid these interest charges altogothor by borrowing in effect, free of interest direct from the 
masses of tho public instead of from int ormediat o oapitalists ? In other w ords, w by should not Government 
regard tho time, labour and skill spent upon a remuneratne public work (i e , tho actual cost of tho public 
w ork itself) ns good seourity or resorvo against a special ourrenoy note issue ? Sucli an issue w ould be directly 
scoured by n remunerative State railway or State canal, and indirectly guaranteed by the whole resources 
of tho Govemment of India To guard against ourrenoy inflation, a certain small peroentago of tho special 
cuiTonoy note issue w ould ho called in and oancollcd every year In this w ay, not only vv ould no interest 
olmrgcs bo incurred (to bo added to capital cost or included m annual charges for services performed), but 
at the end of thirty or forty or fifty years the whole of tho special note issue would have been called in 
and cancelled, and tho State would possess a valuable, rcmuncrativo public work on which no liability vv hat- 
over for interest on capital was attached This vi ould bo a very groat advantage both to Government and to 
tho people 

4697 Application of proposals to Sukliir Barrage project —Wo may take tho Sukkur Barrage and Rohn 
Canal as a concrete example Let us assume this project vv ould cost ten crorcs of rupees to construct As 
far ns one can see at present. Government will not bo able to raise this money from tho public at less than 
five per cent per annum Assuming expenditure at tho rate of ono crorc per annum for ten years, interest 
during construction (to ho added to tho capital cost of the scheme) would amount fb roughly Rs 2,75,00,000 
(2J crorcs of rupees), bringing tho capital cost of tho scheme up to 12 J crorcs In deciding what charges tho 
public vv ould have to pay for w atcr supplied, some Rs 04,00,000 per annum, at least, w ould have to be included 
for interest alone exclusive of sinking fund charges, etc , winch might easily amount to an additional 
Rs 25,00,000 per annum Now compare this out of date burdensome method with a system of rational, 
intorost-freo &tato finance Tho Government of India having notified that tho Sukkur Barrage RShri Canal 
project was a remunerative scheme of imperial importance that must bo taken in band fortUvvitli, the 
Currency Department would bo instructed to make and issue the necessary money Further a Government 
Notification w ould osplam that a Gov emmont Canal (or Radw ay) being of just ns much value m a national 
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fimncinl crisn ns iiTcdccni'vl.lo Government Paper, the Government of India’s Certificates of Expenditure on 
the Sill Uiir Earrago and Bohn Canal avonld be legalised as proper securities or reserves against a special issue 
of Siikknr Barrage and Canal notes At tlio present time, tlio total paper currency in circulation is Q.\6r 
Rs 100 crorcs ^Assuming Iliat it uill take at least ten years to complete the Sukkur Barrage and Bohn 
Canal, the Currency Department uoidd bo instructed to produce and put at the disposal of the Public Worlvs 
Department of the Local Government one croro of rupees per annum, gradually adding to tins figure till the 
total special 1 sue raised the u hole of the paper eurrenoy in circulation in India to Rs 110 crorcs All these 
notes including the ten crorcs issued on account of the Sol kur Barrage and Rolm Canal, u ould bo oncashablo 
in sill or if the public required, 311st as at present And it u ould be the. business of Die Currency Department 
to 1 cep Biifiic ent siher coins in reserve for this purpose During the period of construction of the 
Barrage and Canal, no mlciest whatever Mould be pay able, and a saving of erores of laipecs in the capital 
cost of the scheme v ould therefore be made Moreoaer, in fixing the rates payable b'y the public for u ater, 
it M ould not bo necessary to include Rs 80,00,000 or Rs 90,00,000 per annum on account of interest and 
sinking fund, but simply, sa\, Rs 20,00,000 per annum for the amortisation of the special issue of paper 
currenca 

(2) I am quite confident that the saving of this old fashioned tribute to private capitalists would convert 
the Sul I ur Barrage and Rohri Canal Project into a higlily profitable undertaking w herein not only the people 
and Gov emmenf of India v\ ould benefit enormously in a great v anety of v\ ay s, but also the peoples of England 
and of the Empire from the production and use of vast quantities of raw cotton and other valuable produce 

4')98 Oh]i'rtwns considered — I am well aw are of the old stock objections to issues of paper and metallic 
monev tools other than those which at present receive jjopiilar sanction Although there is little or no resem 
blancc between the spccnl issue of paper currenev advocated above and the“ assignats ” of the old Prenoh 
Republic of 1780—94, or the currenov v entures of John Law in Pans of a century ago, I am quite prepared 
to hear fiom professors of political economy and from bankers and financicrs(whose businesses by the w ay are 
largclv baaed on die unbroken confidence of the public in bank forms of money and credit) that the above 
proposal IS on a pai v itli the oljl discredited monetary methods — that it is ladically unsound wholly imjiracti 
cal, and dangeious in the extreme Kevcrtheless I am ready to defend my proposal and prove its soundness 
and praeticabilitv Moicovcr, I ventuio to i>tcdict that the present world war will force upon the peoples 
of the Eiupiie and the rest of the world a recognition of the absurdity of burdening remwicrahvc Stale enter 
prises w ith a perpetual toll of interest to private captlaltsls and financiers 

(2) In modern civ ilised States all forms of money arc, in essence, simply certificates of service performed 
or goods supplied If one reads w ith eye of reason, one can see clearly inscribed on every com, cheque, bill 
or note PAY BSAIiER AS MUCH AS BEARER HAS DONE OR SUPPLIED, CERTIFIED HEREBY 
TO THE EXTENT OP (say) TEN RUPEES Whether the certificate is written on metal, or on paper, 
jv hethcr Gov eminent certifies to the amount (as in the cases of coins and currency notes) or priv ate individuals 
certify to (he ainoimt (as in the eases of cheques, bills, etc ), the real meaning of the money is the same More 
ovci as soon as its general acceptance is guaranteed by custom or legislation, a money certificate becomes a 
purchasing tool that will serve efticiently wherever confidence in the honesty' and stability of the Government 
exist With the destruction of Prussian militarism, all danger to the leading governments as well as the 
minor governments of the world will disappear for several generations, and the necessity for the use of gold 
and silv or on w Inch to inscribe current money certificates w ill be very greatly reduced The precious metals 
will bo largely relegated for use as national reserves and the eurrenoy of the future will be paper rather 
than metal certificates 

4599 Conclusion — ^I contemplate the production of a comprehensive and exhaustive explanation of 
the monetary prneiiiles foreshadowed above as soon as the present world danger has been overcome In 
the meantime as cotton and other raw products will be very urgently jiceded directly the war ends, as Sind 
can produce those pioduets in vast volumes foi the benefit of all, jirovided adequate water supplies bo 
a Sillied, as a scheme has been prepared tor bunging on to Sind’s wastelands the neccssaiy w ater supply, as 
that Bchcmo Ins not yet been carried out ow ing to financial uncertainties, and ns those financial uneertamties 
are the outcome of adherence to an out of date and w astetul method of supply ing the necessary monetary tools 
and nionclai'y ocrlificatcs for the w oik, I hay e now put forw ard this definite monetary' proposal that w ill, I am 
confident, meet the case, m order that a beginning may bo made is soon ns possible m clearing up and 
throwing as dc the mass of monetary Ignorance and jircjudice that aveiywhere exists and that at present 
Wool B the w ay to the cony ers on of eastern Sind into one of the richest tracts of ngrioiilU<ral land in the 
yy orld 

Annexube I 

Copy of a letta dated 2nd March 1915, from the Chairman, Karachi Chamlcr of Commerce, to the Commissioner 
in Sind regarding the SulLur Barrage and Rohri Hyderabad High Level Project 

1 bog to acknow ledge receipt of y our letter Eo 1001 of the 13tli. Eov ember 1914, forw nrding a copy of the 
Report of the Committee appointed by the Secretary of State for India to consider the Siikl ur Banago and 
Bolin Caiiils Piojccts My Committee desire to express their thanks to Govemment for kindly giving them 
an opportunity of studying this most important Report which may gieatly affect the imgational develop 
mnit of fcind m the immediate futiiref My Committee are very glad to learn that Government, ns at present 
tdyi cd do not consider that there is any immediate cause to fear that withdrawals of water in the Punjab 
for the great Punjab irrigation projects yy ill seriously affect Ihelcvelqof the Indus m Smd, or the supplies of 
wafer ava'lable foi the canals of Sind My Committee note, however, that this matter is being thoroughly 
my estigated nnd tint no final pronouncement, therefore can y ot bo made This Chamber w ill look forw ard 
with fl c 1 tenest intciest to the results of the further investigations now being made 

2 5Iy Con niittco hay e v cry closely and anxiously studied the Report of the Special Committee appointed 
by the India Olfieo and they venture to make the following comments which they beg may be transmitted 
to the Secretary of State for India through the proper chaimcls '' 

! Jly Committee are very disappointed w ith the Report of the Sukkur Barrage and Rohri Canal Com 
niitlco for lilt reason that, firefly, the Committee’s findings are all of a negative character, and, secondly, 
flic Conimitlee ajipcnr to hold the view tint the improvement of Sind’s present inundation canal system in 
tlie direction of perennial irrigation is a matter of no particular urgency or importance 

4 Pile Committee appear to hav 0 rejected all the schemes considered by them on the grounds that they 
inv oh td more financial risks than the Committee cons dered it expedient for the Government of India to under 
take * 
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5 The Go\oniiacnt o£ India’s project for a combined Barrage and High Level Cana! Sjsteia appears to 
show an estimated return of 4 28, 3 47 or 4 17 per cent per annum according to the period of oonstiuction 
adopted, nainclj-’, tliirtceii, fifteen or sixteen years These figures would be oven higher if enhanced land 
rev onuo w oro included But the Committee point out that the fifteen j oar seheme is “ unproductive,” and tint 
the margin of “profit” on the thirteen and sixteen j ear projects is so small that “only vf the estimate is 
oxtnordinarily accurate can the scheme bo regarded as a productive public work ” And so the Committee 
assuming that the estimates under consideration will probably be considerably exceeded, dismiss the whole 
project on the specific and dehinto grounds that “ it will not prove to be a productive work ” (section 29) 

G In their oonsidetalion of the proposed High Level Rohri Canal project without any Ban vgo at bukkur, 
the Committee t iko the ground tint the silting at the head of the canal “ might be such that the canal could 
not bo icgardcd as a safe perennial source of supply ” This possiblitj decides the Committee to regard the 
proposed canal as an inundation canal, and brings the Committee to the conclusion that, as in inundation 
canal it “ w oiild probably not be pioductiv e ” (section 2G) 

7 hlorcovor, the Committee, whilst considormg the construction ot a test channel for the purpose of 
discovering vv hctlier silt w ould bo deposited m great quantities or not, recommend that ov en this tentative 
outlay should not bo incurred, because, m the opinion of the Committee, such a test channel “ w ould prob"bly 
silt ” and “ if used as a supply channel for the Boliri and Kliairpur Canals, would certainly silt ” The test 
channel " might bo successful fora time, but if any conclusion were based on that success, it might bo attended 
with disastrous results ” 

8 The Committee considered a suggestion of Dr Summers that the first and second sections only of tho 
Bolm Canal (without a Barrage) should first bo constructed and the effects watched and studied, etc But 
whilst admitting that there w as “ something to bo said for this idea ” (Section 32), the Committee point out 
that “ it w ould bo attended with some risks,” and in tho absence of “ v oiy carefully prep"rcd forecasts of 
revenue and expenditure nocepted by tho authorities in India, the Committee w ere unable to give(this scheme) 
tho necessary critical examination ” 

9 Thus tho impression created by a study of tho Committee’s Report is that tho Committee were not 
prepared to take any risks of any kind whatov ei Tlio fact that Sind is an “ inundation irrigation country ” 
IB rope.itcdlv referred to (sections 9, 10, 13, 38, etc ), ahd this backw ard state of affairs is accepted by the Com 
mitteo as being quite good enough for Sind (section 38) The advance of Smd from a condition of inundation 
irrigation similar to that ot tho time of Alexander the Great to tho status of a land well w atoicd by first class 
pcrcnmal canals is regarded bj tho Committee as “ only ” an improvement “ on conditions which appear 
to bo fairly w ell suited to tho special circumstances ot the country,” and tho Commitce accordingly i ecommend 
a policy of further waiting accompamed by the preparation of another Sukkiii Barrage and Roliri Canal 
project and estimate in case tho heavy w ithdraw als of water for tho Punjab Canals should necessitate a scheme 
of perennial irrigation for Smd (section 33) 

10 My Committee deplore this attitude towards tho irrigation of Smd and tho risks msepaiablo from this 

great w ork In the opinion of my Committee, tho conversion of Sind’s mund"tion canals to perenmal canals 
wherever possible, and tho extension of flow irrigation to lands formerly prospcious, but at present neglected 
owing to want of water, should bo tho guiding principle of Sind’s irrigation policy That the construction 
of a groat work, such as tho Rolin High Level Canal with (or without) tho Sukkur Barrrge must involve 
risks, my Committee can fully realise , but no groat works can be undertaken without risk The Suez Canal, 
to mention one portmoiit ox vmple, w ould certainly never have been constiuotcd to this day, had its promoters 
taken tho same view 3 of financial risks f 3 those which have influenced tho India Office Sukkur Bvirago and 
Rohri Canal Coiumittco Ihoinargmof risk expressed in a pcrcontago of mtcrest per annum is a very small 
one It adraitcdly discrds estimates, which include onlianccd land revenue (section 15), and mv Com 
mitteo understand that it omits altogether coitSidcration of tho vastly increased population and wealth, 
which perenmal canals m Sind would cccatc, with greatly mci eased revenue to Government from indirect 
sources, such as income tax, customs duos railway revenue, etc , 

In these circumstances, my Committee would strongly urge upon Government the immediate and active 
carrying out of tho scheme referred to in section 32 of tho India Oflico Committee’s Report That it is to say, 
my Committee urge tho immediate preparation of tho necessary estimates so as to permit of an eai ly commence 
mont bomg made on the first and second sections of tho Rohri Canal Tho experience thus gained would no 
doubt go far to decide tho problem of tho possible silting up of tho head of tho Rohri Canal 


Mr M DE P Webb, C LB ,C B E .called andexamined 

4600 {President ) I understand that all the experts are now m favour of tho Sukkur Barrage but whether 

it w ould bo better to start with the canal and construct tho barrage later, I cannot say What I want to do 
IS to “ get a move on ” I do not mmd what school of canal engmoors does tho w ork > 

4601 As to the method of financing that I have suggested in my written evidence, it w ould mean the 
creation ot another ton crores of money which would bo used m ten years on the work doneonthobarrage 
Instead of floating loans. Government should increase its currency, t c , its paper currency This is rathoi a 
question of high finance thru of cotton I have long been preparing notes with a view to putting forw rid 
this Bclicmo of finance for any remunerative State works after tho war Foi tho leasons cxplamed in my 
note, I think thrt tho load of national debt will bo so appalling after the war that it will bo absolutely 
necessary to devise some way of carrying out remunerative public works without burdenmg them with 
interest payments to private capita lists, which seems to mo now a days quite unnecessary 

4602 My firm has done a good deal in the way of providing light railways in Smd Wo have completed 
two light railways in eastern Smd, north and south from Mirpurkhas They are serving cotton districts , 
tho other ones ore not so much for cotton Wo liavd another scheme under contemplation for eastern Smd 
ond if tho canal project /matured, w o should, I think, simultaneously have several railwav projects to put 
before Government that vvould facilitate the buildmg of the canal as vvell as tho transpoit of the cotton after 
wards Wo arc quite prepared to put as many light railways in tho tract as there would bo need for I am 
a strong believer m light railways for this tract Tho start wo have made, justifies such a belief m every way 

4603 ~I hav o no persoiiol cxporionco of the Sindhi as a cultivator I have heard that ho is rathci a lazy 

fellow, but that maybe duo to tho climate In Sind, in tho nuddle of the hot weathei, any body’s energy 
would disappear 'Pile stimulus of assured irrigation might act as an mcentivo to mcieased cultivating 
effort ^ 
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4G04 Tho only thcorotioal objection to Bpecial issttca oi outronoy q£ tbo kind I propose, is tUo risk o£ m 
flotiuR tbo currency and producing a nONious rise m prices i but I think that this possibility n ould bo guarded 
atramst partly by the rolatiye sloivnoss o£ tho issuo of tho now money and partly by tho additional work 
winch w ould be brought about and which would tend to absorb tho additional currency Any inflation 
would eventually be oorioctcd by the special currency being withdrawn over a senes of years by tho sinkmg 

fund winch I have suggested for this purpose , i u t i c i i i 

4005 (M' Henderson ) If currency wore inflated, it would alioot all India Some people like cnrroncy 
to bo inflated One of the Economists of an important Indian Umvcrsity has recently advocated that in 
order to stimulate industrial activities throughout tho country, tho currency should be deliberately mflatod 
My system of financing remunerative public works once admitted, there would bo many applications from other 
provmces which would want their remunerative public works constructed m tho same way Smd ought 
to be allowed to have tho advantage of trymg tho oYporimont first 

4G00 {Mr Roberts ) I think if attractive conditions wore created by a perennial supply of water, such 
conditions would be, in themselves, an inducement for cultivators from other parts of tho country to come 
in and help tho scheme along If they wore assured of a peronmal supply and wore not frightened by tho 
occasional break downs from which wo suffer now, theio w ould be every ohanco of successful colomzation 
Colonists might bo attracted if cultivation wore more intensive than it is now I am not quite sure how tho 
Smd cultivator looks at it 


VI.— BomTiay. 

THE BOMBAY COTTON TBADE ASSOCIATION 

Examined at Bombay, January SBin, 1918 
Written statement 

4607 Preamble — ^In considermg tho evidence to bo given on behalf of this Association before the Indian 
Cotton Committee, wo have obsorviS that a largo mojority of the questions asl cd by tho Committee are m 
tended almost exclusively foi those witnesses avlio are actively engaged in, or closely connected with, tho culti- 
vation of cotton , and in a low of tho fact that wo, os cotton niorohonts, can lay no claim to expert toohmoal 
knowledge of cotton cultivation and that few, if any of ns have had any recent ovporionco in tho cotton districts, 
wo propose to leave these toohmoal questions to those who aro bettor qualified to deal iviththom IVonoto 
moreover from the instructions given to witnesses that it is not intended that individuals or bodies mvitcd 
to give ovidoiioo should attempt to answer all tho questions end that witnesses need not restrict themselves 
to a senes of answers to tho question on which they desire to give ovidonco Wo fool, therefore, that wo shall 
be quite m order if we disregard tho sequence of tho questions asked and submit our evidonoo In tho form of 
a moie or less connected statement, w ith only passmg referenoo to tho Committee’s questions Tho followmg 
then are the pomts with which wo propose to deal m our ovidonco, vm — 

(i) Increased production of cotton in India 

(ii) Comparative merits of long and short staple eottons (Question 45) 

(uij Deterioration of long staple crops 

(iv) Introduction of exotic cottons (Question 28) 

(v) Marketing (Question 30) 

(vi) Classification of trade descriptions (Question 31) 

(vii) Statistical mforraation (Questions- 33 and 34) 

(viii) Lioensmg of ginmng and pressing factories. 

(ix) Daily quotations for up country markets (Question 36) 

4608 Increased production of cotton in India — It is a well known fact that tho world’s demand for raw 
cotton 13 contmually increasing and wo think it is generally agreed that tho world must look for its increased 
supply, especially in the near future, to India In the first place, therefore, wo consider it of vital importance 
that every effort should be made to mcrease tho production of raw cotton m this country and in tho British 
Empire generally, in order to ensure an adequate supply for tho world’s demands, and, looking at the matter 
from tho Imperial pomt of view to fonder British manufacturers, be they in England, m India, or m any other 
part of the British Empire, more mdepondont of imports of the raw material from foreign countries 

4609 Comparative merits of long and short staple cotton — ^From our consideration of tho necessity for on 
deavouring to increase the production of cotton in India arises the question whether tho cultivation of long 
staple cotton in India should receive special attention, or whotlior efforts should merely be directed towards 
the mciease of the total quantity produced irrespective of quality In this connexion, wo fully reahzo that 
in any measure which may bo taken in the direction of improvmg the Indian cotton crop, tho interests of the 
oultn ator must be tho foremost consideration Tiie needs of tho manufacturers ho undoubtedly in tho diroo 
tion of an increased quantity of long staple cotton It is a well known fact that Great Britain has so far been 
a very small buyer of Indan cotton, tho exports of cotton from India to tho U K having reached only about 
three per cent of the total crop before the war, whereas England used to take about forty per cent of tho 
total American exports The reason for this is that most Indian cottons aro not long enough in staple or good 
enough in class to satisfy tho needs of manufacturers at home Wo see no reason, however, why with careful 
delcotion and cultivation the Indian crop should not find its way more readily to tho mills of Lanoasliiro But 
more important still perhaps is the fact that tho interests of manufacturers in India also ho in tho direction 
of an mcreasod supply of Indian long staple cotton Enormous quantities of eloth aro yearly imported into 
India to meet a demand which tho Indian mills cannot supply, because they aro unahlo to obtain sufficient 
quantities of long staple cotton to manufaoturo yarns of equal fineness Since tho war, owmg to reduced 
supplies from elsewhere, Indian mills have found markets foi the sale of their goods (m Africa for example) 
which w ere closed to thorn before It is true, however, that those markets have had to be content with some 
what coarser fabrics than they were accustomed to, owing to tho curtailment of tho usual supplies and it maybe., 
equally trlie that after the war these markets will resort to their former sources of supply and will he closed 
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again to Indian manutaoturers i£ the necessary quantity of long staple cotton is not available to maintain or 
improve the quality of their products 

(2) Willie pressmg, howovor, for the increased production of long staple cotton in India, n o wish it to bo 
understood that wo are not advocating an increase m long staple varieties at the expense of the present total 
production of short staple cotton, the latter bomg required for the spinning of coarser yams such as are manu 
facturod in great quantity by the mills m India as well as in Japan and on the Continent of Europe To sum 
up our views on this question of staple, w o suggest that any increase that it may bo found desirable to make 
in the quantity of the Indian cotton crop shall bo represented by long staple cotton in the sense, however, that 
districts which used to produce long staple cotton in former years and have now gone over to the cultivation 
of short staple varieties should bo restored to the cultivation of long staple cotton, smeo they are evidently 
suitable for this purpose, while an approximately equivalent quantity of short staple cotton might bo grown 
on now land acquired for the cultivation of this commodity The necessary quantity of short staple cotton 
wiH then bo assured, and a larger proportion of long staple cotton will enable our mills to produce finer cloth 
and thereby compote more successfully with other manufacturers 

4010 Deterioration of long staple cotton crops in India — We have just mentioned the regrettable fact 
that somo districts which formerly used to produce long staple cotton are now producing shorT staple cotton, 
m somo cases exclusively and in other cases to a very largo extent , and in most cases it is no doubt true that 
the cultivation of tho short staple cotton is more remunerative to the ryot and offers greater advantages than 
the cultivation of tho long staple variety, ow ing to the former giving a better ratio of Imt to seed, a betteryield 
generally speaking of seed cotton per acre, and a quicker return of money to tho cultivator owing to earlier 
maturity In addition, tho short staple varieties are os a rule loss susceptible to tho vicissitudes of climatic 
conditions In order to render tho cultivation of long staple cotton sufficiently attractive to tho ryot, it 
will therefore bo necessary to find a long staple plant which will offer tho cultivator approximately the same 
advantages as tho short staple variety This problem, however, is one for tho agricultural exports to solve 

(2) As regards tho cultivation of short staple varieties taking the place of long staple cotton, we would 
hero refer to correspondence which this Association had wnth tho Director of Agriculture, Bombay, (Annoxuro 
I), in respect of goghari cotton gradually ousting tho long staple cotton in tho Broach district Qoglian 
cotton IS admittedly short in staple and rough, but on tho other hand, like other short staple cotton, possesses 
tho advantage of a higher yield of hnt Wo have it, however, on tho authority of tho Agricultural Depart 
ment, Bombay Prosidonoy, that goghari cotton does not give a better yield of seed cotton per acre than deshi 
Broach On page 27 of tho Annual Report of tho Department of Agriculture, Bombay Presidency, 
for tho year 1914 15, figures are adduced to show that tho substitution of pure goghari in place of desht Broach 
would add materially to tho export of cleaned cotton from tho districts and it is stated that “these figures 
show that tho production of clean cotton would bo increased by 16^ per cent , if we assume that the yield 
of seed cotton remains tho same Tlicroisaomoovidonoothat,onthovory heavy black soils, gogSan does not 
yioldquitoaowollasBroach, butthodifferonoodoosnotappcarto bovorygroat ” Onpage 26 of the Annual 
Report of tho same Department for tho year 1916 10, wo find that Broach desh was valued by promment 
millownors at Rs 280 per Uiandi and goghari at Rs 225 Smoo tho Department of Agriculture states that 
goghari docs not yield more seed cotton per acre than dcski Broach, it would appear from tho figures quoted 
by tho Department of Agriculture that tho cultivator by growing goghari m proferonco to Broach deshi gains 
15| per cont in yield of lint, but loses 19 J per cent in value and that ho therefore sustams a net loss of four 
per cent With this ovidonoo beforo us, wo are very strongly of opmion that tho cultivation of goghari in 
tho Broach districts should bo discouraged in tho intorosts of tho ryot as well as in the mtorosts of tho 
trade at large Tho deterioration of tho Broach staples has boon noticed by the trade for some years past, 
but it has only boon during tho last two seasons that tho production of goghari has assumed such proportions 
as to affect tho value of Broach cotton in comparison with other Indian descriptions The following brief 
table of panties is, w o think, instructive — 

Comparison of Bombay market \aluc8 of Fine M G Broach, Good M G Westerns and Good M G 
Kumptas in tho months of March 1913 to 1917 ' 



1013 

1014 

1016 

1016 

1917 

Fine Broach 

339 

276 

212 

278 

403 

Good Westerns 

307(— 32) 

1 

o 

197(— 16) 

293(+18) 

403 

Good Kumpta 

310(— 23k 

273(— 3) 

- 207(— 6) 

300(+31) 

416(+12) 


Tiho above figures go to show that Broach cotton has lost in value m comparison with other staple varieties 
since the advent of goghari In 1917 tho difforonoo in favour of Westerns and Icumptas would have 
Undoubtedly been larger if Broach had not been " cornered ” by speculators, and it may bo mentioned that 
tho success of speculation m this ease was duo in a large measure to tho very considerable proportion of 
goghari mixed with tho Broach, which resulted m tho rejection in survey of a large number of the Broach 
tenders 

(3) Wo are of opmion that tho substitution of short “taplo cotton for long staple varieties is, m a large 
measure, duo to tho fact that long staple cottons have in tho past not commanded a price correspondmg with 
their intrmsio value whilst, on tho other hand, short staple varieties gtoivn in districts otherwuso known for 
tho production of long staple cotton have for a reason which wo will presently explain commanded prices 
considerably above their mtrmsic value As long as short staple cotton is grown in these districts to such on 
extent only that it can bo marketed mixed with tho long staple variety of tho same district, the short staple 
cotton passes off at approximately tho same price ns tho long staple cotton With tho increase of tho produo 
tion of short staple cotton, the admixture deteriorates in quality, particularly in staple, and the market value 
of tho admixture then gradually depreciates Once short staple cotton has entirely ousted tho long staple 
variety in a certam district and must therefore bo pressed separately and pure, its market price comes down 
to a par with its instrinsio value m comparison with other descriptions This has been tho case with Muttia* 
and w o think it will bo tho case with goghari Broach and with all other varieties that may follow this course 

(4) Efforts should bo made to secure for tho ryot tho full intrmsio value of stapled varieties and somo 
measures which wo suggest should bo taken in this direction are dealt with by us in paragraph 4612 
below but wo may hero mention that, with tho further development of tho weaving mdustry in this 
country and tho consequent steadily increasing demand for long staple cotton by Indian mills, this problem 
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IS hkoly, ns time goes on, to solve itsolf nntomnticnlly to a oonsidcrablo extent A relative npprcointion in 
- the vnluo of long staple cotton has already boon noticeable for a few jears past 

(0) Avery serious obstacle to more rapid progress intho automatic appreciation of the value of long 
staple cotton is tlio largely prc\ alont practice of indiscriminately mixing good and bad cotton up countr\ , a 
praotioo avhich et the same time is largely responsible for tbo general deterioration of tlio quality of Indian 
cotton Wo niav say, without exaggeration, that, with the exception of a few districts in India, stapled 
cotton very raicly finds its way to the chief markets, especially to Bombay, in an unmixcd state Many 
districts which used to bo icnowiicd for a supply of long staple cotton liaac thus acquired a bad name with 
oxportcis and Indian oonsuiuers alike, and ns it is almost impossible to detect a slight admixture of inferior 
quality before such cotton actually passes through the spinning machinery , ex cn pure cotton from such 
distiicts IS approached by liuycis with distrust and the price offered is rcduccxl accordingly It is not only 
a question of short staple cotton being mixed w ith long staple cotton, but many cultivators and merchants 
up countiy seem to consider it ndxantagcoua to mix inferior qualities, such ns ram damaged cotton, with 
good lots thus hoping to pass off the dainngcKl article ns the price of the sound commodity A Inigtly 
pica alont practice also in many districts is to mix seed or to adjust tlic ginning machinery in such a 
w ay that seed IS cut by the gin knixcsand allowed to pass into the ginned cotton (Westerns, kvtnyla, 
liliandcsh, lOiandwa) and there is no doubt that this prnctlco of mixing sccxl with cotton reduces the 
export xnluo of cotton matcriallv, because many nulls at home, being accustomed to consume chan cotton 
only, hax o not got the machinery to render such parcels sufficiently clean Wo arc unable to tuggest am 
mcasuio to put a stop to the adulteration of cotton up country since tlio Colton Iran da Act introduced 
by Qovornraoiit many years ago did not prox c a success and had to bo rope vied As regards mixing short 
staple w ith long staple cotton, howoxcr, xxo would suggest that Goxernment bo requested to prohibit the 
ti xnsport of short staple cotton, be it in the shape of seed cotton or ginned cotton, into districts xx litre 
long staple xariotics aio grown, except under special licenses xx Inch should only be issued to jicoplc xx ho 
lequiro such transport for the purpose of consumption, or for the purpose of obtaining boii i /Tde facilities 
such ns more ofiioicnt pressing , but xxhero such special licenses arc gmntctl finer purpose should be cltxrly 
dofintd Wo hax 0 heard of instances xxhero inf ciior cotton and in some eases oxen null xxasto hax e been 
brought to up country jilaccs in the shape of full pressed bales for the purjioso of illegitimate mixing and xx o 
thorcfoio think that ex cn the transport of full pressed bales from one district to another should be prohibited 
except under special licenses. It would, in our opinion, be a comixarnfixelx easy matter for Goxcnimcnt 
to piolubit such transport by rail, but a large quantity of cotton is transported for mixing purposes by road, 
and XX 0 realize that any general restrictions pieced by Goxernment on road transport xxoiild bo difficult to 
enforce Wo think, howoxcr, that the mere fact of Goxernment’s taking power by legislation to impose such 
restrictions of transport w otild haxo a salutary effect, and if Goxernment should find that transport for the 
purpose of illegitimate mixuig xxas taking place bctxxeen certain districts, the restrictions might be put into 
operation in respect of such particular areas Another measure to check illegitimate mixing xxould, in cur 
opinion, bo for Gox onimont to license all ginning and pressing factories and to make it a condition of the liconso 
that each factory should place a distinguishing mark on ox cry born and on ex cry halo of cotton turned out 
Wow ould like to make it clear that xx o do not consider it at all feasible that a fact ory should bo held responsible 
tor any mixing that might take place xx ithin its precincts, but xx e submit that the mere (act of it being possible 
by me ms oHhc distinguishing marks on the loras or bales to trace the factory xxhero cotton has been mixed 
and thus to identify the dc.iler for whom it was originally’ ginned orprcsscil, would bring about satisfactory 
results Exporters and consumers xxould very soon markdown the factories notable for mixmg and 
instruct their buying agents up country not to buy any cotton turned out by such factories. 

(0) Before concluding this paragraph, xxo xxould also suggest that the xxatcring of cotton bo prohibited 
by Goxernment Damping cotton slightly has, in our opinion, no ill effects on the quality, xxhilst on the 
other hand it reduces the strain on the pressing machinery Tlicrc is, hoxxoxor, no doubt that xxatcrmg is 
piaotiscd indisorimmatoly in many placosand ns it is impossible to say xxhero legitimate xxotering ends and 
fraudulent xxatonng begins, xxo suggest that watering Jio prohibited entirely 

4011 Introduction of evotw cotton — From our experience it xxould appear that the introduction of csotii- 
cottons has only so far prox cd a success m the case of Cambodia cotton and jiossibly also of Punjab American 
Cvmbodia cotton from the point of xaoxx both of staple and yield has proxcrl cmiiiLnllx satisfactory and it is 
the only x aiiely of long staple cotton of w lucli w c arc aw mo xx Inch has ousted a shorter stapled x arioty , namely 
Tmnexdly, on account of its yiclduig a larger amount of seed cotton ns xxdl ns a larger outturn of lint per acre, 
thereby proving more jirofitablo in every way to the cultixator Wo therefore think it would bo x ory 
adxisablo to introduce Cambodia cotton into other parts of India should this bo found possible from an 
agricultural point of xioxx As regards Punjab Amcncan, howoxcr, xxo arc rather inclined to think that thn, 
cotton XX ill deteriorate unless fiesli supplies of seed are constantly imported 

(2) While XX 0 fully apprcoiato the ollorts w Inch are being made by tho agricultural authorities in the Punjab 
and various'parts of India to mtroduco into their rospcctixo districts long staple exotic cotton, xx o xx oidd suggest 
as a general pimoiplo that more importance should be attached to tho promotion and dox clopmont of indigenous 
long staple grow tlis than to the introduction of foreign seed In this connection w o xx ould draw attention 
to tho laudable efforts xxluoli are being mndo by tho Director of Agrioulturo in His Highness tho Nizam’s 
Dommions to reintroduce into the Hyderabad districts tho indigenous long staple cotton or Hy dcrabad gaorani 
as this variety is now termed This is a tendency xxinch xxo consider should bo imitated in all tho cotton 
distrio's of India xx hero long staple cotton used to bo grow n, and xx o xx ould suggest that an ex or increasing 
numboi of Government experimental farms should bo inaugimatcd xx ith a vioxx to solooting seed and furnish 
ing the ryots therexx ith 

4G12 Marlchng — ^Tho question of matkotmg xxill doubtless bo dealt xxith oxliaustix cly by up country 
xxituesses and xxo therofoio propose to state our vioxx s on this point xory briefly’ ^ 

(2) It is a well loioxxn fact that tho existing system of marketing cotton is very misatisfactoiy in a largo 
number of districts and xxo may add that generally speaking tho cultivator is tho chief sufferer from tho irre 
gularities xx Inch obtain Tho best method of obviating these ox ils is, xx o think, to organise and rtgulato all 
up country markets, in somexxhat tho same xxay as has already boon done in tho Berars, and for tho information 
of the Couimittoo xx o aro attaching a copy of tho Borir Cotton Market Rules,’^ xx liioli might xx ell bo taken as 
a model by other distiiots xxhioh haxo no properly organised markets 
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(3) Ono of tile principal advantages of a well regulated market is that the cultivator can generally bo 
sure of obtaining a fair price for his w arcs In many districts, the rj ots have to bring their cotton direct into 
the factories and sell it there instead of in a central and general market u here all buyers assemble, and they 
consequently fail to obtain good prices on me to the fact that free competition is not possible imdor these 
oiroumstanccs 

(4) The point, however, to which we attach the most importance is that the cultivator should bo put 
in a position to sell Ins produce w hen he likes and to w horn he likes, and that ho should come into direct contact 
with the bona fide biijers of cotton At present cultivators with foiv e\coptions sell their cotton through 
middlemen, from whom they generally tal o advances of money on their crops before the harvest, and such 
a sjstcm naturally caposes the former to numerous disadvantages Efforts should therefore bo made to 
render the rj ot independent and w o strongly adv ooato the further development of the co operativ'o banking 
si stem, a general extent ion of which would undoubtedly place the cultivator on an altogether sounder 
fimnual footing and w ould enable him to insist on receiving the actual intrinsic value lor his cotton 

4013 Chssification of trade descriptions — Wo do not consider the present system of classification of 
Indian cotton to be satisfactory as, for one reason, it fosters tho “ fetish of names ” instead of bringing the 
character of the staple and thus the actual intrinsic value of particular descriptions of cotton into promt 
nonce Another reason is that tho present method of classification facilities speculative handling of the 
market inasmuch ns it divides tlio total range of descnptions of cotton into too manj small groups and 
circumscribes too closclj tho districts from which material maj bo drawn for tenders against certain 
recognised trade descriptions 

(2) With regaitl to w hat w e have called tho “fetish ot names,” w o w ould refer to our remarks m paragraph 
4010 where we stated that mixed cotton coming from a district vvith a good reputation genorallj commands 
aibctfcr price t lian superior parcels emanating from districts less renow ned Buj ers ns a class allow themselves 

, to be verj slronglj influenced bv tho “ name ” of the station a certain parcel of cotton maj be coming from 
instead of looking to the intrinsic value of the cotton only Many good lots of cotton have had to bo sold 
below their actual value simply because they happened to had from a district not particularly favoured by 
buyers and it is tho experience of all of us that it is most elitlicult to sell cotton in Indian marl ots without 
disclosing tho name of tho station where it was pressed Wc arc afraid the present system of classification 
rather helps tins tendency of buying “ names ” In the export trade, cotton is usually sold on ty pcs represent 
ing a certain grade of cleanliness and colour and a certain length and fineness of staple Tho buy or overseas 
biiv 8 the quality represented by tho ty po and he does not question tho origin of deliveries against such purchases 
so long as they correspond in class and staple w ith tho typo on w Inch be has bought An exporter, therefore, 
IB not rigidly confined to any particular dustriot for the purchase of cotton sold on ty pcs 

(3) The only possible remedy we can see would bo to do away with tho system of selling cotton on tho 
basis of station names General names ot descriptions such ns Oomra, Khandesh, Mutlia, Bengal, Westerns, 
lumpta, Dharwar, Coconada, Tmnovcily, Piuijab American, etc, might be retained, but beyond this tho 
class, staple and oharaotcr of llie cotton should be the only consideration This system is practised in America 
w here cotton IS sold on class and on a certain length of staple such as “Middling 22 24 niilliraetrcs ” or 
“Middling 28 30 millimetres ” Wo are unable, however, to recommend the introduction of a similar 
practice in India as w core fully alive to the difficoUies attendant upon any alteration of the present system, 
and wc can therefore only urge the desirability of co operation on tho part ot tho buvers and the consumers 
who should endeavour to purchase their cotton on the basis of intrinsic value and quality and not on tho 
basis of tho station name which tho cotton may happen to bear This desirable end might bo aohioved by 
tho institution ot a v igorous propaganda by tho various agricultural departments m tho shape of new spaper 
articles and suitahle pamphlets Since the advantages of Punjab American cotton have been prominently 
brought before the consumers m India, tho Bombay mills certainly show more interest m this doaoription 
than heretofore and the propaganda set on foot by tho Director of Agriculture, Hyderabad, m favour ot 
Hvderabad gaorani cotton should also, in our opinion, show good results 

4014 Statistical information — ^Wo consider that the figures show ing area m the cotton forecasts are 
reliable but tliat less reliance can be placed on the outturn forecasts To improv c tho latter, w o w ould suggest 
that estimates should bo drawn to n niuoli greater extent than is the case at present fioni non official agenoics 
such as local merobanls, mills, gins, presses, etc , and that too much reliance sliould not be placed on the official 
reporting ngenoy which is at present a rovciiuo agency miner tlian an agricuitiirai reporting agency A 
further olicck on the forecasts would bo obtained by instituting carofiil enquiries from tho ginnors, attci the 
ginning of the cotton is commenced, ns to how the crop is turning out in view of the ginning poroentago show n 

(2) Witli tho exception o£ our remarks ns to the outturn forecasts, tho only oritioism wo have to offer 

w ith regard to the statistical mfonnation published by Gov eminent is in conncotion w itli the fortnightly cotton 
press returns which are at present so incOmploto ns to bo almost valueless We fully realize that the v arious 
Directors of Agnoulture concerned are doing their utmost to obtain ncourato figures But tho figures are 
incomplete and tho w hole returns are moreover stultified bv the iinrelinbility of the mfonnation obtained from 
the Native fetates which have, in many cases, wo understand, refused to submit retiinis at all We would 
suggest from that all llic returns, including those from the Nntiv o States at present colleotcd by the Bombay 
Cliambor of Commerce sliould bo taken over by the Department ot Statistics With regard to the roUims 
from the British Provinces, we would further suggest that a system of lioenamg all ginning and pressing 
factories should he lastitutcd and it would then bo an easy matter to obtain correct figures If this sy stem 
w ere introduced and prov cd successful in British territory, tho Native States might then bo induced to 
follow the oxamiilo ot tho British Provinces , 

(3) Wc w ould also suggest that tho Department ot Statistics should employ a staff of travelling auditors 
to colleot figures from presses, mills, railw ay s, etc , and that the figures so eolleotcd might bo published quarteily 
thus affording a valuable cheek on the fortnightly returns, which latter would bo extremely msoful if reli^ible, 
but which could be dispensed with in favour ot, say, quarterly rolums if tho difficulties osnoi enoed in collect 
mg occuratc figures proved to bo insuperable 

401C Proposed licensing of ginning and pressing factories — ^In paragiaph 4610 and in oui disoussion of 
the question of statistical information w o liav o proposed that a system of licensing all ginning and pressing 
factories should bo instituted, and w o think it w ould be advantageous briofiy to define the scope of tho system 
proposed II o would suggest then that a Licensing Board should ho instituted in Bombay, consisting of one 
or tw o Gov eminent roprcscntativ cs, w lio should be m close touch w ith the Agnoultural Departments, and of, 
saj, four non official roombors representative of tho interests of the ginning and pressing industries and of the 
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consumers All liconses should bo granted by Government on tho recommendation of this body and should 
bo issued -with tho follo%\ing ob 30 ota only )— 

(1) To control tho erection of nou factories 

(2) To provide for identification of quality of cotton coming from gins and presses by a system of 

offioinl marhs stamped on all boras or bales emanating therefrom 

(3) To ensure tho return of reliable statistical information 

4010 Daxhj qaolaltons for vp coimtry markets — ^Wo do not think that tho telegraphing of daily quotations 
up country nould bo of any great assistanoo to tho cultivator In vion of tho fact that rates for roadj 
cotton arc often unavailable, no reliable record of ready transactions being under present conditions obtain 
able m tho Bombay market Tlio majority of tho quotations thoroforo n Inch nould bo available for airing 
up country aould bo for fomard dclivcrj and such quotations, on mg to speculative transactions, being so 
frequently at vananco nith tho prices at nhioh actual cotton is to bo bought, nould m many cases proio 
misleading rather than helpful to tho cultivators and merchants m tho dislriots 

4017 Levy of an export tax on cotton to meet cost of propomh — ^In conclusion, n o n mild urge a further 
moroaso m tho number of agricultural farms, still more extensive demonstration work and teaching of soicntifio 
cultivation, increased efforts to popiilariso agrioultural schools and mcidcntalla an inorcaso in tho number of 
tho latter Tins and tho carrjmg out of other recommendations contained m this report mil necessitate a 
considerable augmentation of tho staff of tho Agricultural Department and of expenditure, and tho question 
may arise ns to how tho latter is to be met In this connexion m o mn> refer to a.' letter, a copy of w hicli is giv cn 
m Annoxuro II, uliioli this Association addressed to tho Bombay Clinmbcr of Commerco when the question 
of an export tax on cotton nns raised on a recent occasion by the latter body IVliile no arc still strongly 
opposed to siioli a tax for tho reasons addiiocd in tho said letter, w o think that it m ould not bo wrong fn pnnoiple, 
and if tho necessity arose, to levy a small tax on cotton for tho jiiirposo of mooting increased expenditure in 
connection mth tho improvement of tho Indian cotton crop Wo submitted in our above mentioned letter 
that, in tho case of an export tax being levied on cotton, tho cultivator m mild not benefit, buti mild suffer 
to a much larger extent than Goicmmcnt would increase their roaonuc If, howcior, a fax wore levied and 
tho revenue thus raised w ore allocated to tho specific purpose of iniproi ing tho cotton crop in India, tho ciilti 
valor would ultimately reap flic benefit of such a lax It is w ilh tins presumption only and on tho understand 
mg that tho tax would bo levied on tho wliolo cotton crop of tho districts in India winch arc under British 
Administration, and not on a spccifio part of tho crop onlj, that wo would consider such a lovj justified in 
pnnciplo 

Anhexotib I. 

Correspondence to Ooghan Cotton 

(») Copy of a Utter No 355 32, dated 28th May, 1917, from the Secretary, Bombay Cotton Trade Aesoctahon 
Limttcd, Bombay, to the Director of AgncnUtirc, Bombay, Poona 

I have tho honour to inform jou that tho altonlion of my Durcolors has rccontlj been drawn to certain 
passages in jour Reports for tho j'cars 1914 1C and 1016 10, with regard to tho cotton crops m tho Broach 
districts My Directors have consequently carefully gone into tho matter and liaao observed that while jour 
Department has apparontlj' been encouraging tho sowing of yoghan seed in theso districts, no mention can 
bo found m your Report of anj efforts being made to distribute and onoourago tho sowing of deshx seed 

It IS a well known fact that tho quality of Broaoli cotton as a whole has durmg tho last ten jears been 
steadily dotorioratmg in point of staple, and my Directors baa o no hesitation in affinning that tins dotcnoralion 
18 prinoipally duo to tho incrcnsing sowing of goghar% seed My Directors arc aw are of tho fact that tho rj ots 
aro disposed to prefer tho latter seed to deshx as it yields a larger outturn of lint , morcoacr when tho quantity 
of gogharx cotton is comparativolj small it is not unlikely to sell approximately on a level with the deshx Lapas 
My Dire otors avould in tins connootion inv ito your attention to tho somow hat parallel case of tho introduction of 
Muttia* seed into tho Kathiawar districts and tho doprooiation in tho prices of tho hliittia lapas w liioli resulted 
when little of tho stapled grow th was loft tor tho dealers to mix w itli tho Muttia cotton Mj Directors consider 
it highly undesirable that tho above process, tho history of which is doubtless well known to j ou, should bo 
repeated in tho Broach districts 

I am thoreforo to draw your attention to tho grave risk that tho Broach cotton ryots aro incurring in sow ing 
gojfharx seed, and to request tho assistance of jour Department m tho matter It is felt that, in tho first 
place, tho Agrieulturcd Department should refuse to soil or distribute any seed but d'shx Mj Directors 
further consider that stops should bo taken to bring it forcibly homo to tho Broach cultivators that m low crint' 
the staple of Broach cotton they arc oxposmg tlioir produce to tho graa cst risk and thomsclvcs ultimately 
to serious monetary losses I am to add that my Dirootors aro prepared to co opomto with jour Department 
m every possible way m devismg measures with a view to discouraging gogharx growths and tho mixture of 
deshx and gogharx lapas 

Whilst costly oxporimonts aro being mado in India to grow long staple cotton, my Dirootors arc convinced 
that you will feol with them that tho most strenuous oHorls should bo made by all Agrioultural Depart- 
ments not only to encourage the grow th of tho indigenous long staple cotton, but also strongly to 
discourage tho sowing of short staple seed in tho long staple districts, oven though tho production of short 
staple cotton may appear more attractive to short sighted cultivators, w ho arc not aw are of tho ultimate 
reaction which is bound to take place 

(it) Copy of a letter No 6251, dated 18th July, 1917, from the^ Director of Agrxcxilture, Bombay, Poona, to the 
Secretary, Bombay Cotton Trade Association, Bombay 

1 I have tho honour to acknowledge receipt of your No 355 32 of 28 5 1917 and to state that 1 have 
doforred replying to it ponding disposal of somo other correspondonoo on tho same subject 

2 You observe — 

(o) that your Directors attribute tho dotcnoration of Broach cotton to tho sowing of gogharx cotton 
in tho Broach district j 

(&) thot while this Department is encouraging the sowing of gogharx cotton m tho Broach district it 
IS doing nothing to encourage tho sowing of deshx seed there 


^athlo 
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3 I bohevo that the staple of (jogUri cotton is five eighths inch, is against a staple of six eightlis of Broach 
deshi as gron n m the Broaoli District, and the colour is also very m lute In some of the a aluations irh cli u e 
liaa e had made, the clean cotton of gogliart has been a alued almost as high as Broach ihslii and in others coiisi 
derablj leas The a aluc to the cultivator, hon ea er, depends on avhat ho can get for the Upas GogJmn yields 
a\ ell, and the biia ers of seed cotton a\ ill alaa aj a paj a higher price for goghan, because it gins fia e per cent higher 
aahich means that it gives fifteen per cent more lint We did formerly distribute selected Mii seed from our 
Surat Fann amongst Broaeli eultiaators and the seed gave a superior quahtj of cotton , but since the <r,nniiig 
percentage aa as much lover than that ot goghan, iho dealers paid a smaller price tor the Inias, andlhecultiva 
tors refused to soaa it anj more 

4 Since it aa as clear that high ginning percentage is aa hat the cultia ators aa ant and aa hat the biia eis ai ill 
pav for in Broach aa e arc noav aa orkmg at isolating the most a ahiable strains of goghan cotton, and haa e found 
a number of different tjpes in goghan, aahioh appears to he an unfixed hjbrid We aie not at present disfn 
baiting seed, at least not on a large scale, and shall do so only aahen aa e have something to d stiibute foi tl c 
produce of vhieh the bujers aaill paj high It is the buyers of Io;ras aaho govern the niarlmt, and notliing 
that avo can do aaill make cultivators gioaa crops vliich bung them m i smaller retiiin than it present If 
deshi IS to bo substituted for goghan it can bo done, but only by the dealers pajing inoio foi it instead of less 
The same diihoultj has met us caeij time that aa e haa e tried to introduce a cotton avith " longer staple, and so 
long as the legal markets aie insensible to differences of staple but recognise diffcienccs in ginning percentage, 
the same difficulty must occur It does not take long for the oultiaatois to find out ailiat paj°s tliem best 
and Mr Cloiiston has estimated that in Berar the substitution of a short staple cotton for a longei one has been 
north an additional profit of Rs one crore per annum to the Beiar cultivators Ve have good strains of 
desh cotton with good staple which we can readilj multiplj and distiibuto in the Bioach district wlicn it can 
bo shown that thej will paj the cultivator better 

C Aa regaids tiie deterioiation of Broach cotton m recent jeara, to which jon refer, I would point out 
that the mixing of shoit staple cottons from outside has probablj something to do with it About 100,000 
bales of short stapled cotton aie annually imported by rail into Gujrat and Kathiaw ar, and a large proportion 
of this must be used for mixing with Broach cotton An enquirj made in 1908 showed tint m March to Mav 
of that V ear 4,000 bales of short stapled cotton w ore taken bj rail to Broach Railw av Station alone, and large 
quantities to Ssjan, Kim, Ankleshwar, Palej and Mivagaum, where tlieio are no mills, MuUia cotton is also 
brought bj sea from Bhav anagar to Broach in considerable quantities and is mixed w ith looallj grow n cotton 
at many gms and presses I bchev e that if the unrestricted import of this short staple cotton into i 
tract growing long stapled cotton be regulated it would be a first step 111 the diieclion of securing foi the 
locally grown long stapled cotton its tine value 

0 In conclusion, I may state that 1 quite realised the value to the mills of long stapled cotton and that 
vre have tried for years to introduce strains of longer stapled cotton , but expenenco has shown that m the 
local markets it is quantity and not quality that tells, and since w c cannot control mail ct inioes the only courte 
loft for us IB to adopt our work to the news of the marl ets as expressed bv the puces that thev pav 


(ill) Copy oj a Utler No GOl 32, dated the 17th August, 1917, fiom the Secietaiy, Bomlay Cotton Trade Assocta 
iion. Ltd , to the Diiector of Agriculture, Bomlay, Poona 

I have the honour to aclmowledge receipt of your letter No 6251, dated tlie 18th ultimo and to inform 
you in reply that my Directors arc unable to agree cntirelv with the conclusions vou have arm od at with regard 
to the sowing of goghan seed or with the policy pmsiied bv your Department in respect of the Broach cotton 
crop 

In the first place, my Directors observe from your letter under reply that tlie Broach cultivators prefer 
the goghan variety on the grounds that it shows a higliei giinnng percontege and that a bettei price is conse 
quently obtained from the dealers for the kajxis My Directors would respectfully contend that this state of 
affairs would only obtain so long is there existed a considerable quantity of the long staple cotton with which 
to mix the goghan cotton, and that, as soon as tlie proportion of the loiigei staple cotton sliould fall below a 
certain figure, the goghai i cotton w ould tlicn sell onlv^at its true value as cotton and not as cotton foi mixing, 
and this would lead to a deeicase of relative values throughout the whole district This process is clearly 
demonstrated by the history of the Muttiacropin Kathiawar to which lefei once was made in ray last letter 
to yon 

In the fouith paragraph of youi letter, you mention that it has been estimated that in Berar the substi 
tution of a short staple cotton for a longer one has lesultcd in an additional piofit of Rs one croie per annum 
to the Berar cultivatois My Diiectois have no irtfonnation ns to the basis upon''which this calculatfon has 
been made but they would call your attention to the fact that m Beini the longer staple ciops have entirely 
disappeared and hav ing regard to the high premia paid foi such growths they doubt whether it can be reason 
ably contended that the longer staple cotton would not prove even moio lemunciative to the cultivator In 
support of their belief in the value of the longer staple cotton, my Diicctois would call your attention to the 
efforts made by the Director of Agriculture m H II the Nuani’s Dominion to eliminate entirely, if possible, 
the shorter staple v arieties 

In the fifth paragraph of your letter under reply; you call attention to the fact that about one hundred 
thousand bales of short staple cotton are annually imported by rail into Gujarat and Kathiaw ar and that n 
largo proportion of this must be used for mixing vvifli Broach cotton In this connexion, mv Directors w ould 
point out that the bulk of such cotton is imported for the use of mills at Surat, Broach, B itcda, Ahmedabad 
and Viramgam, though it is admitted on the other hand that a 1 cons dcrablo quantity' is imported foi the 
purpose of jnixing with longer staple cotton My Directors would be very pleased to co operate with your 
Department in its endeavours to put an end to the latter practice and would m the first instance suggest a 
restriction of imports of lapas by sea or rail into the Broach or Surat di«triots 

In conclusion, I am to state that while my Directors admit the sowing of pogkan cotton may give an 
1 mmcdiate advantage to the cultivators, it threatens on the other hand ultimately to impair the reputation 
and reduce the value of the entire crop of the Broach district and my Directors are therefore anxious to 
bring to your notice what they would respectfully submit are the incorrect lines on winch your Department 
IB w orkmg in this matter 

VOL 1 IV ® 
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Annexure II 

Copifof a teller jrom the Chaiunan, Bemlay Cottm Trade Association, Ltd , to the Secretary, Bomlay Chamber 

of Commerce, dated the 21st, February, 1017 

I am directed to aokno-nledge receipt of your letter No 202 of the 7th instant, enquiring what, in the 
opmion of the Board of Directors of tins Association, would he the effect of an export duty on cotton and 
generally who would he the gamers and who the sufferers if such tax be imposed 

In reply, I am to state that the matter has received the very careful consideration of mj Board who, with 
one dissentient, are strongly opposed to the principle of an export tax on cotton hly Directors feel that in 
the case of any article of which India has the monopoly, the incidence of taxation in the event of an export 
tax hemg levied would fall on the consumer, but that this would not bo the case in legnrd to cotton India 
holds second place among the world’s cotton producers and even then her crop is only equal to about thirty 
per cent of the American crop The prices ruling for American cotton practicallj control except under excep- 
tional circumstances, the cotton prices of the world As foreign consumers of Indian cotton buy on a paritj 
with American cotton, it follows that an export tax would fall on the exporter and ultimately on the producer 
Tlie hardship on the producer would not, however, end here India exports about 45 per cent of its growth 
and the pnee, not only of the cotton sold for export, but of that consumed locally, being laigely controlled 
by the price of American cotton, the pioducer would actuallj be taxed on the whole crop, G'oi ernraent recen 
mg the tax on the percentage exported while the balance would go into the pockets of the consumeis or the 
manufacturers, in other words, an export tax of, say, Es 5 per bale would realise to Goxernment al out one 
crore of lupees but would cost the producer about 2j crorcs 

At a time when endeavours are being made to increase the cotton production of the Empire and India 
IS being looked to as the most promising field for immediate increased cultivation of cotton, the bare suggestion 
of lex-ying an export tax would, m the opinion of my Directors, have an adverse effect on the cultivation of 
cotton 

My Directors feel that the benefit of the tax to the mill industry would be small while its effect on the 
balance of trade and on the production of cotton w ould be far reaching In the first place, India cannot at 
present consume m her mills and otheiwise more than about 66 per cent of the crop, and the effect of an 
export tax w ould be to curtail production and thereby to reduce the amount available for export, thus 
tending to disturb the balance of trade In the second place, China is becommg less dependent on India for 
her yam and Indian mills are therefore looking and very wisely so, more to the development of the internal 
trade of this country In this theyhaxe the benefit of two freights plus not inconsiderable other charges, 
i e , the freight and charges on the cotton exported ai d those on the goods imported Jly Directors arc 
therefore strongly of opinion that to gixe Indian mills a fuither benefit at the expense of the cultnatoi is 
gravely undesirable 


Messrs T D Moore ((^airman), 0 Marshaee ( Ftce O/iainJinu), G BoxagisJandN WnniRSON (Secrefcriy) 

Eepresentatives of the Bombay Cotton Trade Association, called and examined The Hon’ble 

Mr G F Keatinge, C I E ICS, Director of Agriculture, Bombay, was also present 

4618 {President ) Mr Moore Wo have in paragraph 4616 of our written evidence suggested a Central 
Cotton Committee but have not gone into details fully 

4619 Mr Marshall Our w ritten evidence was prepared by a Sub Committee, submitted to the Directors 
and carried by the Directors bj a large majority Some of the Directors w ere prepared to go further b it oui 
wuitten evidence represents the pomt up to which all the Directors are m agreement There are some points 
W Inch w 0 have not dealt w itli but have left to be dealt w ith by men who are more expert than a Sub Committee 
such as ours There are certain points which are absolutely experts points 

4620 Mr Boyagis The w ork of official surveys, etc , should come under the Cotton Association 

4621 Mr Marshall A board such as is suggested consisting of agriculturists, botanists and so on, 
W ould not, I am afraid, be able to deal w itli classification I tlimk that to ass’gn such duties to it w ould be 
to ox erw eight it w itli responsibilities At the same time I am prepared to support some sort of central bodx 
in Bombaj' The three of us hold divergent \ lew s to a certain extent on the question of the formation of this 
Committee on which you are asking us to give our opinion on behalf of our Directors It is a prett} big 
question Our memorandum shows to what extent xxe can speak for the Association 

4622 Mr Boyagis As regards samples for valuation, it may be said that the cotton can be best ceitified 
if the samples are pressed Samples of lapas or of loose cotton are usually 'ent and it is very difficult to classifx 
them The best w aj is to take a sample of twenty pounds from a fully pressed bale which has been pressed in 
a Nasmjth Wilson press The sample should be drawn carefully from the bale It should be packed as 
tightly as possible so as not to expand and then sent dow n to Bombay by express train A twenty pounds 
sample is quite sufficient 

4623 Mr Marshall The Cotton Trade Association has for jears taken very great pains m regard to 
the classification of samples All the Directors are called to the meetmg and they sometimes spend hours 
on the classification 

4624 3Ir Moore Wo would like the exidence taken by the Cotton Committee published 

4625 As to the cotton forecasts these are issued rather too late August is early enough for the first 
one October is suitable for the second one as the September rains are very important Theie ought to bo 
one m November as the crop in several parts is well on by then The December and Eobmarj forecasts 
should bo retained so that I w ould suggest one additional forecast in Nox'cmber As to their accuracy, w e 
migH mention that our own forecasts are xery much more accurate We hax'e discussed this question xiith 
Mr i incUaj Shirras and xx o hax e suggested to him, as xx e have suggested in our xx ritten evidence, that he should 
go outside the ommary official agencies for more accurate information, t e , should go to traders There should 

00 CO o^ration between Government officials and the trade in regard to the forecasts 

46-6 Mr Boyagis If the Agricultural Department w ere much larger than it is, then it w ould be a better 
ngenev W deal w ith the forecasts than the revenue officials 

1 course, it consulted the trade The Agricultural Officer has first 
lana unoxx ledge Jliglit I suggest that in the event of w eather conditions changing botxvecn the publication 
of one report and the next it might bo possible to issue a supplementary note I A storm such as that last 
Oo ober maj make a mateiial diffeienco to the crop The publication of a suppleraentaiy note betxveen the 
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forecists m Iho e\ cut of anj unforeseen c'vlaatroplio happ'*n>ng would bo of grctat ft&stplance loii'^ Mr Miirms 

has suggC'ilcd tlie fonuation of n, crop reporitng board which could xpsuo suppl njc*i('ir\ force tsti ihii 1 ind. 

4628 The cotton, press nj, and guni np returns aro misleading and a^o! pmclicalU of no Their 

BubniiiSion should be made compulsory ])\ legislation The quest on of Xat \c Slates is a bo uf* ^hal compb 
cafed ono but the statLstics from Xati\o Statoi arc becoming more reliable 

4020 (5fr Tl'adia ) Mr Mmrt - — I lit. Indi vn milk aro «orambling ior long Btople cottfni IlMimVlbc 
nf os inuch nd\ autogo lo them ob fo Lancislin'o if liigcr quantitioi of longer staple cotton n c o gron n in Ind’o 
In fact the position is so bad that tlio\ hate to send the r oi\n rcprcs_nta*ivoa to the areas in m inch long staple 
cotton IS grown to buj the best finahtic for tlicm direct 

4640 Mr 3[ar^fittU — Short staple cotton under the prcs'iit marketing condilioni pass the cultivator 
best owing to the larger Jicld per acre and the higher ginning percentage 0 ho prices of long 1 1 ipl . cotton 
and tiic premium obtained for it iro not pioporfionatclj so great ns to comjicnsato for the lo s in aiell and 
ginning percentage Tliero is no ooubl that this is because the long staple cotton comes on the inarki t in 
biich a mixed condition That iswhj it does not command its proper price 

4031 3fr Boyagw — I find fremi exporienco that there is a fear on the pad. of the buicr that ho is not 
getting a pure article V\ hero there are long and short staple cotton in the same tract the i xpert 1 no\ Wlgo 
of the biiaer np countr 3 is not HO gre it th It lie can trust himself that he is going to get tin long stapi cotton 
m the end In other words, eliminate the mixing of long and tlie short slajde cotton and \ou will reach tie 
solution I do not think that nianj pcojilc up coiintra cons dor themseKes expert enough to detect a mixture 
in long staple cotton below a oorl am amount A mixture of (i\e per cent of short st iplo in long staple could 
not ho detected caen by a classifici of cotton , where tlicre is such i mixturt, it could be dctecteil ouK ui the 
in ichiiiorv’i I c , in tho mill ' In nia opinion, the remedi hoi in gettmg cotton m a pure stati B'int and l/iiri 
arc mixed w ith loseinn and therefore thoj do not got their proper prict JSaiii is the cotton w Inch w t gel fiom 
tho Nuam’a Dominions and bun that winch is grown m the Iliiigaiigh it tract There is also the I ini winch 
IS grown in Chanda and is a xcri small crop , that comts in pure and gets its rtl iliac a ilut It is boiighl ha 
tho mills up country and does not come into Bombay It is one of tho best cottons in Indi v II nil Hmganghat 
it Rs OJS is not pure ba/tt , it is mixed Tho puce of bant Hiiigiiigliat would be oacr Rs 700 if it came in 
hero in a pure state The price of KJi amgaon kkola is inflated to daa ow ing to the fact th it rims haa c c msed 
such a soaroitj of satiafaotorv quahly that pract call^ nollimg is t^'iidcrablo 

4032 Mr MarsliaU — think that tho Directors at our Assooiatioii aaould bo quite pri pared to mil o 
a separate class for Punjab Amcncin but it lias ncacr been sold on class it has ilwaas licci sold on tap' 
hitherto It lias not been sold as “ 1 mo ” and “ 1' idia Good ’ lust now , ow mg lo tlie fact that a good di vi 
of It comts mixed, it is diCioult to sell it to tho milk I do not think that the milLs w ould biia Punjab \mcri( iii 
on glass unless there were an offioial guarantee that it aaould not come m a a mixed state Hit Cotton Irndn 
Assooiatiou would bo pleased to prepare a standard for the classification of Punjab American but the quest on 
of staple would arise If we prepared v standard showing class wo would also requne large tapes s lowing the 
staple and tho tender w ould haa o to bo compared aa ith tho standard for class and \a ith tho t j jio for st ij'le 
and I doubt a erj giiuoh w bother that w ould lead to an inorcasctl trade in Punjab Vmencan 1 made a s iggrs 
lion last joar to Jlr Roberts that tho Agnoultiiral Department sliould send down i ecriam number of hi) 
to Bombay guaranteed as pure Punjab Americ in and I offered to take these round and distribute tlicni union ' 
the mJk who haao boon rather prejudiced against Punjab Amo-ican and lo get tin ni to lest it ni a inire stale 
as ofliomlly guaranteed I think tlial if that wore done by tlie Agnciiltiual Department it would improio 
tho position onormousl 3 SIcantuno wo do not see Punjab American Iioro m its pure condition 

4633 ilfr Botjagis — Pure good quahtj of Punj ib American has a lengtli of st ijilo about 23 27 mdl 
moll OS I have found from experience that the onlj wa-v inwhicli lo get good Punjab Amcricuii is lo lm\ it 
on Ijpe Wo also sell it on type Tiio mills buy Westenis bcciusc they find llio st iplo is usuulU goad 
vndit ooiiios lo them pure They ha\o bought Westeiiis lor many scars past, it is i will known 
cotton, every bod\ knows it Piuijib American is more or less i now crop Jhero is some prcjiidco agunst 
it as m borne jiai Is of tho eounli \ it is mixed bee luso tMit cotton is grow n in the same ire i People know 
that as i result tho cotton is mixed whereas in tho Westerns district, nothing is grown exccjitthe 
Dcbtemb ciop itself and if tlio staple is bhort, it is duo to deterioration on iceouiil of we itber or bometlimg 
else w Inch camiol be helped Itwoidd bcdifTicult to given bcparatc quotation for Punjab \mcriran no v 
W c are prep ircd lo giv e a separate quotation for it but I do not tbmk any body w ould buy it unit it could 
bo made leliablo 

4GJ4 1 aui not m entire agreement w ith tho statement in piiragriph 4610 of our w ntteii cv id' nee It is 
hartlly fan to make these comparisons when the war is on I understand that the Indi in milk h ive ■"'''urtd 
maikets now in kasl Afiic v and othci places and that tho dem iiid for their goods is v cry great at pres iit 
I think it IS a f ilao comp irison as aflei tho w ir they may not hnv e tins demand On the w hole, it can be said 
that the demand for cloth produced by Indian milk is greater than it vv vs before the w ir and tlicrtfort there 
IS a bigger demand for long staple cotton I have some doubts whether this will continue after the war for 
tho foieign markets may go back to tho sources from which they purchased cotton prev lous to the w ar W o 
are all agreed that there is no doubt that tho qoghart mixture in Broach isdoiiij, actual harm to tue Broach 
crop Broach has already lost its reputation Goghart is doing tho same hanii as guixrhax did ui the Imiie 
X elly district That has been eradicated by n combination of tho buv ere A\ o arc strongly and unaiiunou'.ly 
of opmion that tho goghart mixture is depreciating the value of Broach 

4635 Mr Kcahnge — ^Tho use of tho term goghart is misleadmg There is no such tiling ns a pure 
goghart tvpc It has been found in tho Broach district, esiicciallv m tho north of ll/u district, that there 
are 1 1 irgc number of different types winch arc not oven fixed tapes and which the j c epic call goyVin 
These tv pcs split up evciy year and are distinguished bv tlicirhigh ginning percentage and short stapk 
In the north of Broach, soventv lo eighty percent of tin, crop is of tho yoolnn tv pc There is no a rh 
thmg as pure dcs/ii crop In tho south'of tho district the percent ages arc mo-c hko thirty prr cent of 
goghan and aoventj per cent of dahi In the Broach district. Broach ihshi has c-as-xl to exist md c' rtamU 
more tliau fifty per cent of it is of Iho goghar tvpc Tlio percentage must go on iiicaas iig as goghart Ins 
such a high giiinuig percentage The bin ere ot seed %\ ant seed with a high ginning pcrcLUta^c and 
ginneries give out such seed Xho ginneries are thoreforo aiitoinalicalU and Ftcadil^ incrtasing the auiouut 
of cotton. I imaguio that tho crop Mill ho almost pure goghan in a feu jean Inno nni ih*4t 

the olddedn long Btax>lo cotton u ith a smaller ginning pcrccnlagouall cease to exist Sural strvms ha%c l>c^n 
tried nftlio Broach tract Tiio people took lo them and tho cotton gre^r uell but lUicn it ivas i^kcn to ti o 
dealers, thc> did not pa\ a better price for it, beciuse the gmntng percentage was low 

r> o 
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4G30 Mr Mat shall -Thoro is ft ccrlftin poiccntngo of long staple cotton mixed Mitli goghart nl present 

An moreaso m the amount of goghan is bound to ciuso a iclatuo reduction m puce at the present moment 
Broach is priced highci than its luarhct aaluo on account of tho old name Bioioh ii a cotton uliich mc for 
iiiorh icgarded as of good st vplo , non a dm sit is regarded as of mixed si iplc Iho momuit the red Broach 
13 gone vnd goghan is substituted, tho a aluo of tho ai liolo cotton of the tract 1 1 lou ered 1 1. it is ai ly ai o iro 
so opposed to goghat, So long as it is mixed aiith tho bottei st iplc, there is an enhanced a due for it Inil 
tho moment llio long staxilo dis'ippc'iis it \mU diop to Iho \«iluo of tho miort btipio 

4637 Mr Afft/iiiffc — It IS not the Agiieiiltui il Doputment ailiieli is re-ipon itd'' Wo hue distnbutid 
no goghat i s.cd All aa o haa o tlone m to htudj it We h la o non i selected sti un aa Inch a ill gia e_ i ginning 
percent incl\ is ten pci cent Iiiglici thnn th it <»f the d '■/ii J.hiit is to it ■\\ ill gi\c Si jicr cent 

mote Imf At picsont Broach cotton is not Bioich ihsh but gojhnri ai ith a coiHulcrihU mixture of fxli iiidesh 
and lUjputaiia cotton Ihcio is no such thing ns Broicli cotton in the district Jtroieh cotton no longer 
exists m tho old sense At piescnt puces, uolhmg tho \grieultiiral Dqiirlmtn' e in do anil make llie poaple 
III (ho Broicli district sow seed ailiieh lias a snidler ginning percentage and a loiir,ei st iple 

4038 ilfr — I should hi o to giao in\ personal expenenee of one or two mills 'Ihea used to 

Ubo Bioioh acii largely iiultcd hut during tho last taio or three years oevnig to the deteiioritiim in the st ijih 
Hiea imao elimmvted Broach dtogether from then mills I liayo been told hj o ir J ip ineio fiionds Ih it the 
same euniplamt has been coming from Inpnii for tho list tuo oi three aevrs In time, if the deterioration 
continues Brovoh cotton aaill drop to about the same price as Ktuaiidcsh el is, foe cUss The stapl of some 
goghan is not as gooel or as even as tint of Khamlcsh 

1639 Mr Kratingc — It is a epicslioii aahethcr'one cennot get a {/oj/mri auth a acre fair sliple Wt 
had some now but no arc not putting it out Wdiat aao iiu iioa liaing to do is to Stlect a tape aiitli iv good 
staple and a high gmwng pciccntage 'llio cultiaators aaou’t t vke m' thing aahieU has not a high ginning 
percent igc I think jour Association alrevdy kiious tint aae an not n-rpon ible for goghan , wt luac not 
pill out anj Bcoil , aa o arc mcrelj stnelj mg it 

4640 Ml jllnis/ioff— Our Asbociation deprecate aery much simplLs being sent fur a dilation to private 
India idnids nistcul of to us On om Association aao livao shippers, mill buy in Indian ileuler, add so on 
All classes lie icpicsontcd Samples are aomi times >cnt to pna ile indiaidinls aaho,o a dilations may bn 
laigcly mtluonoed bj aahollicr thoj aie vising tint pailicuUr style or not 

4041 Mr Kcalingc — It ayould bo an aihautago to us to liayo yaliiatioiia yaliieh avo could absolutcla 
depend upon I haao been sending samples to taao oi three diilcunt linns 

4042 J/r Marshall — If tho samples hid been sent foi valuatioii to tho \s,oti it on, of aahieh there arc 

fifteen Directors, including shtppcia and mill oaanois, you aaonld have had an opinion arriye<I at b\ a coaibma 
tion of people aaluoh, I think, aaould bo mote anluablo Ihm anj other ’ 

4043 W'o knoaa that Khaiidcsh cotton is being tvkcn to Bioaeli and that Dullam ami m iBiio cotton 
aio also taken to Broach Wo haao it also on icoord in our olliee that Kliandcsh cotton is licmg taken to 
AkoU and Khamgaon to bo mixed tliero Wo liaac already suggested tbo proliibilioii of tbo Iransp irl of 
hapas and uubalcd cotton from one district to another by rad and loid 

4644 Mr Boyagis — It is tho traiispoit by road ayliich is tbc problem 1 liavc known ) tpr cviritd bj 
load up to one lumdrcd miles II is foi tho Goyoinmont ollicials to find out how transport bj road could 
bs stopped W’o could not eomo to any ylccesion m legard to that I, would suggest certain /ones fiom whieh 
cotton could not bo transferred but that avould require iv trumcmloiH orgam/atioii to eiirj out properly 
Our point IS that avo consider prohibition of transport bj road lulaisiblc, if Goaenimcnt think it feasible 
W’o cannot put foiayard anj practical suggestion 

4645 Ml Marshall — W’o liaa o already referred to the efforts of tho Diicolor of Agriculture of Ha derftbad 
to stop tho ayateimg of cotton and tho prohibition of the trnisporl of cotton from one d strict to another, 
but a\o haao no information ns to how it is working 

4646 As to w hothor it is difficult to mix cotton Hint 1ms not boon d imped, I lua o no experience Damp 
mg short skvplo cotton maj make it easier to mix aaith long staple 1 haao hciril tho argument that bales 
cannot bo jircsscd to tho desired as eight unless the eoltoii is damped But 1 consider that is a nij'th If 
a press cannot jiress cotton dry , then tho press should bo jint in orylei ind not the cotton ,, 

4047 Mr Boyagis — I\c can press 4001bs of drj eotton m our presses iiid 1 think avo could press even 
moio It IB entiiela i filinca to hold that cotton must be yhmjied to be pressed 

4648 As a condition of gianliiig a heenso to a faetoia 1 would sugge ,t tint st iiid ird weights should be 
used I w ould like to go fiii tlicr and to siiggi it I h it as h is been done m t ho Central I'l oa nice s and Bemrs, 
the ay eights should bo on tho has s of the Dnghsh huiidredw eight It w ould bo a gie it help to have standard 
weights Thoj manage it in Bcriu ind tho Central rioymccs under the inirkel rules I think the Coiumis 
sioner enforced it If cotton imvrkols on tho Bcrar principle wcio cstabhsheel right through all oaer Imha 
then the sjstem of standarehzed ai eights could be brought into foicc In some discs iiji country tho local 
weights it IS equal to 1,000 lbs In ordei to arrivo at that twely o opci it ions li yao to t vke place as a maund 
of hajtas has to bo ai eighed at i time W hen cotton is ay eighed m m inj openit ions the ro is more eh nice of tlio 
sellei, wlio IS an ignorant m in, being elefi ludcd than if it weio weighed in one opcritiou I ayould suggest 
therefore that all factories should fix a weigh bridge seilo It is not only (hit the weighing would be luoio 
tnistavorthy but it aiould bo a quiokei opeiition If there were weigh bridges, 500 cuts could bo weighcvl 
in a single daj W’o hue got a weigh bridge it Nagpm iiid it tlnec otlui fnetoiics 'liiej worl aeij well 
indeed and much bettor than scales W’o lind oui Nagpur igenej tho be t m India m that lespcot It works 
easily and smoothlj ind turns out bcttoi work A weigh biiilgo could, of eouise, bo tamp''icd with and some 
check ay ould be neccssai y ^ut I do not think that it yy oidel bo so Otvaj to t vinpci w itU them as it is w ith w eights 
nnd scales now ■ 

Mootc iho cultiy vtoi usuallj has v good idea what is inside his eait ami how miieh it weighs 

4650 As to liociisiiig, I avaiit to do aaiaj' with n bodj of inspectors aa iindei the old Bombvj Cotton 
Frauds Act and ayould giae poavei to tho bureau or centril committee to aaitlidiaw all hcon-sis I ayould not 
withdraav the lioeiise for tho first ollonco but would giyo ii waining to tho faotorj owner in tho first mstaiico 
and ay ould tell him that Ins license a\ ould bo endoiscd but foi persistent w atermg or fi ludiileiil mixing I u ould 
yvithdrau tho hoonse 

4651 Mr Marshall Boisonally I consider that tho ceiiti vl boaiil should haa o plonarj pow eis , if it 
la only to bo an ndvisoiy board, its leoonimcndations ayould Jiuo to bo sent uji to Goyernmoiit and om own 
oxperionoe is that (Soaonimcnt takes a long timo to replj If Goyeiiimeiit is lopiesentcd on tho boaul, 
then the lattei should havoplonaiy powois iho boaid should hiuo Goyornment noiiiiiioos oa it and tho 
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othei members should bo olooted b\ the v-iuous bodies vhom tile's rcpicscnt I thmh it w ould be a rers 
cumbersome thing if the board had no pos\ cro I think the bo ird should has o pou er to de \1 \s itli qucstiona 
regarding the issue and M ithdrasi al of heenses The Gosemment could cisdj delcgile this power Ihis 
IS ms personal opimon 

1052 ilfr Moore — Wo has e pioposed m our memorandum that all licenses should bograiUcdbs Gosern 
ment on the recommendation of the central bods but I agree that it is dcsiriblo that the central board should 
haso powers of withdrawing lioonsos or of issuing a warning 

4053 Ml Boyagis — ^In regard to offences in ginneries, it is true that 1 lines ire badl\ sot, michiucs arc 
not piojioilj looked after and that crushed seed and mferioi kipat, are iiiLNcd with lint JIcilIiuuIs some 
times biibe the gm fitters to allow the cotton seed to pass through into the lint 'ihere is v marked incicisL 
in the amount of seed ind Jap is in ginned eotton just now hormcrlv there used oiilv to bo a few c ises siie’i 
IS hand ginned /« iijifn and Westerns ihc C-ntril Boird would bo useful in rc^aial to such cas--, 1 
would not go so tar is one of oiii igcnts it Miiimrl his has done in suggesting th it icgulitions should be tiiadr 
in regard to size of the Japas platform, etc in ginning f ictorics becausi, I think, that a lot of the mi\ing is 
done dehborafcl^ and is not i matfci of defcofb in the gins or fictoncs as the\ st ind now Personalli I 
think it IS delbcritel\ done and that tint is the rcison foi the adultcrition with cleaned cotton of cut oi 
chopped seed'’ind so on 1 think ginning faetoiics when kept in propoi ordei cm tiiin out sen ck in cotton 
as IB shown by the case of oiir own fnctorics It is not the ciso tint the ginning machineij w nits nnproic 
ment but that the adultcrition is done wilfully I think that if all these i*cgiil itions which Iiiiio been hiiggcsleil 
were imposed on ginning factories, it would be too harassing and ae\atious I understand that ill Amorici 
the farmers have ginning faetoiics of theiiiowii In India ginning factorj owners crcciit the big liinis hue 
“not leallj any inducement to giii olean cotton It pajs them better to gin diitj cotton bee mss the outturn 
IS greater and tho^ aic paid on the outturn Jlinj of the ginning fiotoii own-is I liiow, especially in the 
Punjab, aio speculators in ginned cotton , so th it if they buy lapns ind the ni irkct goes igaiiist them, tliei 
will turn out dirty cotton with i lot of seed slipped in The buyer h is cither to accept oi to refuse the cotton 
If tho buyei ciinnot leplaoo it elsewhere, he has to take it I could not buy Japas at Khandwa a short time 
ago It IS i notoiious market The l^apas was kept only for the local dealers 1 could not buy kapas but I 
could only buy icady ginned cotton from tho \ory man who was buying kapas in tho iiiirket it the same 
time He sold to mo fot dehyoiy^ in four or five days , and if the market went up ho dolutiod tho cotton 
duty' with k/ipas and crushed seed m it Of omi-se I had to take it or to icject it Tliero is no sy'stom of 
allowances there If tho market went down, wo always got our cotton clean as ho had the fear of rejection 
before him The erection of niodel factories on standaid plants as is now imdcr tho consideration of the 
Goy ernment of the Punjab w ill not oi orcome the difficulties If i man w ants to luiv deliboi ateU , ho w ill do 
so Our contention is that nu\mg and adulteration arc deUberato and that no regulations which the Goy cm 
ment will make will oy orcome the human element 

4654 As regards the suggestion that local Chambers of Commeico should be established m tho pimoipal 
cotton centres and that tho same system of aibitration should bo adopted us in Bombay I understand that 
w ould mean tho establ'shment of Cotton Assooi itions on similar lines to that in Bombay but this w ould mean 
that standards would hayo to bo kept at such centres and aibilr itions held there I think tint it would 
be yery difficult to organize ind work such bodies up countiy I understand how ey or, that tins system 
IB carried out yciy largely m Anierea A man buys ready' cotton there and knows whit ho buys I 
think that, m tho case of class fioation, it would not bo possible to have such i sy'stom If one sees ready 
cotton and buys it as “ fine ” and it turns out to be “ fully' good ’, tho i it is one s ow n f mil uid nobody 
else s It yiould be in ONCollent thing to hayo an allow anco for idulteiatod cotton but one could not hayo 
an allowance for classification It would not bo possible to legislate for class Wo usually buy on the 
basis of irbitration in Bombay If 1 buy forw iid, I buy on tho bisis of tho rules of tho Bombay Cotton 
Trade Association I think tliat is much the safer and tho best w ay 

4655 Mr Marshall — lYc might point out that our forward contiacts are subject to suryoy In 
the case of leady cotton, siy a lot of 500 bales, wo open and approve i certain number of bales which arc 
stamped If the biiy'cr finds that tho other cotton is mfeiior to tho samples taken fioiii tho first bales, his 
remedy is to hay o it sun oy cd against tho stamped bales If an allow anco is aw aided, tho buy or li is tho right 
of taking the cotton with tho allowance oi of rejecting it Ho may not buy on account 

4656 Ml Boyagis — I think that if the dstnets knew that all contracts wcio to bo made on the basis 
of tho Bombay Colton Tiado Association lules, then it would bo all right I am not m favour of any district 
committees for ubitration purposes 

4657 As icgards licensing, I think it would bo very iinfnr to hold tho owiiei of tho fiotory responsible 
for adulteiation We do not consider that a license should bo withdrav n in the case of tho first offence 

4658 Mr Marshall — If a press owner has clients who arc pres stcntly indulging in malpractices, ho must 
be held responsible It is difficult to undemtaiid how damping can go on a pitssing factory without the cog 
nisaiico of the press owner or Ins agent The owner must, thcrofoie bo held responsible for d imping 

4659 Mr Moore — Wo hold div ergent opinion in regard to pooh Jlr Marshall is against pools alto 
getlicr 

4660 Mr Marshall — I am personally igiinsl jiools I think they aio detrimental to tho interests of 
cultiv ators but at the same time I realise that in certain districts it is v cry difficult to ov croome them , othenriso 
there me ipt to bo underhand dealings I tliuik tint all pools should coine under this centril board whioh 
has been suggested md that the miNimum to bo chirgcd sliould be fixed by it If tins were done, tho pools 
w ould not do any harm bee luso tho i ites w ould not bo cnccssiv c Ihci o can be no objection w hetev or to the 
maMinum being fixed by tho contiil board who will, it is picsumcd, deil with things fiirly and squarely 

4601 Mr Moore —My v low is that a lot of money h is been sunk in pressing and gmiiuig factories and 
that ii certain return is 11 itiii illy expected on that If these were no pools these ginning md pressing factories, 
as fai as I have seen, would make no moiicv at all In no case has any pool been c!i irging excessive rates 
If a return could bo assured to tho ginners and press owners without pools, well md good, but they must be 
allow ed i moderate return I consider that the prcssuig charges are reasonable Ihero is no doubt that tho 
high price charged for jircssing and ginning come out of tho price of the J apas I should hav o no objection 
w hatev er to the fixing of a maximum price proy ideil a fair Tctiirn is giv en on the c ipit.il inv csted, i c if a f nr 
allow anoo w ere made foi depreciation and for w orking cost and i return of eight to ten per cent w ere permitted 
Tho central board should bo given power to fix tho inaxuniim limit 

4662 Mr Boyagis — ^I presume that Ihcio w ould be no objection to rales below tho miximum rate being 
ohaiged 
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4063 Mr Moore —I think it w oiild be 1 1 ory good thing i£ Gov ommont v\ ore to give facilities for moving 
Hctoiies winch arc not required to places wheie tUej could be utilued to bettor purpose Tlioro is a case in 
point at Jali-aon this j ear w hero two pressing factor.es aie being rotnov ed There are seven presses of w Inch 
tw o are being removed As soon as people bogm to find that they cannot make money at a place, they begin 
to look lound for other suitable places so that removal goes on automatically 

4GG4 Mr Marshall — ^As regards the suggestion that more giiming factories should not be allow ed to bo 
elected than are neccssarv for actual reqmtements, I should say that licenses should be granted on a distinctly 
liberal scale because the size of the crop vanes materially If fiv e or si\ factories w ere enough for an ordinary 
seasoij, I w ould give licenses for eight 

4665 As regards the levj of a tax the pioeceds of whieli would be dovoted to the iniprov ement of cotton 
cultivation, such a tax could be collected on cotton at the piessmg factories or on the cotton transported 
bv r ill 'liiat w ould leav o out of account the cotton taken by the mills loose and also Iho hand ginned cotton. 
As a body vi e are opposed to an export tax on cotton because vv e contend that an export tax w ould fall on the 
producer as the price of cotton is laigcly controlled bj cucunistances outside India ind not by India s 
own icquirements Mj personal feeling is one of strong opposition to an export tax I cons dei that 
if any taxis imposed it should be on the whole crop If, however, Government finds that it is absolutely 
impossible to impose the tax on the w hole of the crop, I w ould then say that perhaps an export tax might bo 
lev ed provided that the whole amount realized bj such a tax were allocated for the unprovemiJit of cotton 
pioduction and for that purpose onlj Jute is a monopoly of India and so the consumer pa^a the tax and 
not the producer Cotton is not a monopol 3 of India and the price of cotton is largely affected b}" the price 
tf American cotton and by Japanese buying It is the price which the outside buyer can afford to pay which 
largely fixes the price of cotton in tins country If he has got to pav a two per cent export tax, he will offer 
tw o per cent less We realize the difficulty of lovj ing a tax on the w nolo crop s We ate opposed to an export 
tax as a bodj"^ We should bo strongly opposed to an export tax for the purpose of revenue Our objections 
would be duninished to a great extent if the proceeds were earmarked for cotton purposes 


' 4666 Mr Hodgltnson — It is our opinion that the tendency is to pay a higher price for long stajile cotton 

if pure stuff IS obtamablo I would vlwajaaddtho proviso that this may nob be held to be an answer for 
normal times 

4667 Mr Boyagis — If jou ask mo whether this tendency has oidj' been visible since the outbieak of 
the w ai, then I come back to the oiigmal point and sav that the demand for Indian cloth has been greater smee 
the outbreak of the war I should not like to saj how thmgs will turn out after the war 

4668 Bombay cannot guarantee that Punjab American is puie If the Bombay mills could obtaji 
an absolute guarantee that only pure Punjab American w ould bo sent, then it w ould be found that the premium 
of Punjab American over the mixed stuff would be verj' materially moreased I hnd that the demand fiom 
Japan for Punjab American has increased this year I suppose that is duo to the efforts of the Agricultural 
Depaitment to keep it pure I personally have never seen Pimjvb American pure, all that comes down is 
mixed with deshi Though Punjab American classified os pure is sold at auction sales, jet it apparently has 
not been seen pure m Bombay and that IS the reason why thej' caimot got the proper prices for it Ido not 
thmk that any mill has ever tested it proporlj 

4669 Mr Marshall — Tins yeirgo far it has not been coming to Bombay at all owing to difficulties in 

getting it down I was trying to find a lot of Punjab American but I found that it did not exist One man ' 

offered me three bales which consisted of tlxree different types 

4670 Mr Boyagis — The mills onlj go on their past experience Nobody will behove any' expert what 
over, until the cotton has actually passed through the maohmery and mitd he thinks that he can get a sufficient 
quantity to go on w itli it If a man w ants to go on w ith a part cular cotton, it is no good for him to get only 
a hundred bales There must be a constant supply I know pailiciilarly largo mill owners m Bombay who 
wiU not test m then mills any of the Punjab American which is in Bombay But they are willing to take 
50, 80 01 100 bales if it is guaranteed pure by the Punjab Agricultural Depaitment and to pay whatev er reason 
able price they ask for it Undoubtedly the mills would take it readily if they could got it pure Thoie 
lb ccrtamly a future foi it 


4671 (President) — I thmk the mills w ould take it easily as they hav e done in the case of Cambodi i but 
it would be of iio use to them unless they are able to follow it up Cambodia commands the highest price 
in the market of any long staple cotton lieio Cambodia went off very badly in quality for a jeai oi two 
I think that w as duo to w catliei conditions I do not thmk that theie w as any real doteiioiation We hav o 
found V ei y little deteiioiation , it still nioie than maintauis the lelativ e price it used to got Its relative v alue 
has increased as compaied w ith othei sty les The mills hav o come to beltov o m it as a crop that can be mam 
tamed ov er a number of years 

4672 Mr Hodgkinson — Wo tiled saw gins in Ixliindesh iiid although w e found that tlio class was raised 
to a very great extent, as much as two giades, the st 'pIc, to the experts’ eyes, seemed to be out The mills 
w ould not hav e anything to do w ith it 

4673 Mr Marshall — ^I have bought on null account loller-ginned and saw -ginned Dharwai Thesiw- 
giimed cotton is much more ittractivo , it comes out much cleaner There is no doubt whatev ei about the 
staple being badly cut borne people say that this is duo to the saws not being properly sot 'iho same 
kapas when ginned in ths roUei gm gave better results in the mills 

46/4 Mr Boyagis — Peisonally I do not think that sufficient trial has been given to saw gins in India 
The mills could not be got to take up saw -ginned cotton That is w hj' vv e are trying saw gins now with the 
Punjab American Our experiments with IChsndesli cotton w ere on a v ei-j small scale My fiion is prepared 
to go on with expeiinlents in saw ginning In my opinion, it has not been finally' settled whether the saw 
gm IS detrimental to the staple of cotton I do not think that enough tiials have been made oi that 
those trials have gone far enough 

46/6 I think that the mutual allow aiicc clause iiithe Bicincn contract has a good effect on the quality 
and thc^ade of the cotton I should like to see it mtroduced in Bombay arbitration It exists in Liverpool 

4(}/G Mr Marshall That would be all very well for a big finn like Messrs Ralli Biothers If they' 
get ooniethu^ better, they can use it , but in the case of the smallei buyers it would bo a great handicap 
The smaUer buyer wants a particulai thing If he gets somethmg much bettei thin ho really vvants, ho does 
not know how to appropriate it 

4677 Mr Boyagis I am looking at it from the point of view of the seller Wo have not discussed it 
officially 


^ 4678 Mr Moore — We will considoi the point officially 
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4079 Mr Bdberls — Mr Boyagxs — I borM favotir officnl irOitration*! as Rtll. ^olll in Bombay ami 
Ijivcrpool m tlio same ivay as thoro are in Bremen 

4680 Mr Marshall — am entirely in favour of tins I have advocated it several times 

4681 3Tr Boyagit — ^Tho effect of the home guarantee contract on the quaUty of Indian cotton has been 
that it has tended to encourage dealings in the lovrer styles of cotton It has had a distinct tendenoj to bring 
about substitutions 

4082 Mx Jffnri/iaff —In regard to the possibilities of having official types made here bj the Cotton Trade 
Association for Punjab American, I think if u e had a sample set aside by vhioh staple and class could bo 
decided, ave could mal e up a standard type Cambodia is sold on tj pe , vo have no classification for Cambodia 
at all I do not think that is a point u hioh stands in the u aj of the cotton, if the cotton is once knou n Cam 
bodia IS a very apt illustration of that I know tlie difficulties in regard to Punjab Ameiioan ns it has to bo 
grou n B de by side u itli a short staple crop We should bo quite prepared to give a ou a type if j ou u ished it 
I cannot saj uhethcr it uould have a good effect Wo knou that as regards the Punjab desla cotton, there 

, are at least tuo or three distinct olasa“s as one goes from the Eastern Pimjab to Smd In the Bombaj cotton 
trade the’-e is only one class foi them all and that is “ Smd Punjab ” As to uhether it would not bo possible 
to have an alteration of names to indicate more exactly what the classes are, I am afraid our answer must 
bo “no” We haa 0 alrcadj sub dia ded to a great extent and the Directors has e come to the conclusion 
that it IS difficult to sub duide am more It would bo difficult to decide hou to sub divide “Smd 
Punjab ” Punjab American is nou separate We have discussed the matter and u e are prepared to give 
a separate classification for Punjab American That has not been done yet, but u e has e discussed it 

4083 No comparison is reallj correct as between Broach and Westerns or himpta The aaluo of 
Bioach as a speculatiae contract is very much higher than its intrinsic merits warrant 

4084 Ml Boyagis — That goes against the improvement of the Broach crop as short staple cotton can 
be mixed w ith it Personallj I do not regard Broach as a staple cotton on the w hole I am not expressmg 
the view of the Directors I do not class it among the staple cottons It takes a lot of size and owing to that 
it seems to mo it becomes \ aluable because it turns out more weight of cloth 

4685 Mr 3larshall — ^Tlie majority of the Directors regard Broach as a staple cotton but are gradualU 
ceasmg to do so owing to deteriorat on Pour years ago we should certainly have rejected lots which to day 
w 0 are passing It is a much simpler business to retam existmg good qualities than to estabbsh them again 
once thoj have been extinguished That is our w hole point right through If j on allow a staple crop to slip 
awaj, you will probably never be able to recover it Everj effort should therefoio be made to preserve it 
No further encroachment of'short staple cotton on long staple should bo allowed Saw ginned Dharwar 
Amencan has dctei lorated a great deal because there has not been any supply of fresh seed so far as w e under 
stand 

4680 Wo liaio already explained that our written note expressed the view in winch all the Directors 
were in total agreement but that there aro some of us who w ould go further than that and w ould include 
damping m paragraph 4616 As a matter of fact, damping is a thmg w Inch the trade itself, if it gets the power, 
can control together w itli other fraudulent practice The trade, if it is given plenary powers, can control such 
things itself It cannot increase the supply of long staple cotton not can it stop the substitution of short staple 
for long staple but it it gets pow ers of control, it can stop damping and fraudulent mixing Our idea is that 
It IS better tliat that should be done by the trade than by Government because Government control would 
be irrigating and \ oxatioiis The trade w ill tolerate restrictions that are imposed by itself to a much greater 
extent than those imposed by Government 

4087 Jt/r Boyagis — We aro against Goa emmont control That is whj we were opposed to a standard 
form of ginncrj' because it would load to iriitatng and vexatious intorferonoo bj minor officials 

4088 (3Ir Wadxa ) Mr 3IarshaU — No night work should be allowed in ginneries or presses when any 
otliei factories in the pool are closed That woidd onlj apply to factories m the pool 

4089 Mr Boijagts — ^Tlicre is usually a clause in the pool agreement that a factory remaming silent has 
to be in such a condition that it can bo called upon to work within 24 hours, but it is veiy seldom acted on 
I know of cases in which factors lia\ e refused to gua for anybody else or have oompelkd buyers to buy ginned 
cotton These cases should bo dealt with by the Board of Control 

4690 I President ) As to classification bj railw ay stations, I think tint that is a thmg w Inch w ill gradually 
right Itself Itisaerj difficult to recommend anj thing Wo have been endear curing to broaden contracts 
There are now six stations included in the Khamgaon A1 ola contract 
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EXjVunNED AT Bojibay, JAmrATY 29™, 1918 
Written statement 

4691 PreavMe My Committee observe from the instruotions which accompany the questions that they 

need not attempt to answer all tlio questions nor need thej confine themselves to dnect answers to the 
questions put Jlost of the members of this Chamber w ho are interested in the cotton trade are also members 
of the Bombay Cotton Ti adc Association or the Bombay Millow ners’ Association, both of which bodies will, no 
doubt, be giving er idcnce before your Committee It is felt therefore that the most useful form to take for 
mj Committee’s endenoo w ill be a general report on certain aspects of the Committee’s enquiry, with 
specific remarks on a few particular questions 

4092 Division oj subject — M> Committee understand that the objects of the Cotton Committee’s enquiry 
fall roughly under two mam heads — (o) what measures can be devised to increase the growth of long staple 
cotton in India , (6) what measures can be devised to provcnt_the mixing of short and long staple cotton and 
the w atermg of cotton 

(a) Jfeasiires to increase the grouth of long staple cotton 

4093 Necessity for increase in cultivation of long staple cotton in India — In deahng with the first of these 
tw o heads, m> Committee understand that the intention is not necessarily to supplant the cultivation of short 
stapled cotton m India by long stapled cotton but [a] to increase the total cultivation, the increase to be in 
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Ion" stapled cotton and (b) to prc\cnt tlie deterioration of long stapled cotton or its displacement bj short 
stapled cotton in those diatr cfs winch have shown themselves to be suitohlo for the grop th of the longer 
stapled varieties My Committee iiish to emphasise the fact that it is absolutolj nccessarjs in the interests 
of the couiitrj as a pliole that adequate steps should be taken to msuie the oiiltivation of a suffioient 
nuantity of long stapled cotton There is no reason uhy this should over confliot pith tho interests of the 
cultivator, phereas if the cotton that is really wanted is not gropnin sufficient quantity tho cultn ator 

pill suffer in his turn , t j n i m n * i 

(2) From the point of \ icp of India, it is essential that the Indian mills should be able to seoure an adequate 
amount of Ion" stapled cotton so as to be independent of America The gradual improvement in the quality 
of local manufactures p Inch may bo expected to bo stimulated by p ar conditions renders it probable that there 
p ill bo a steadily incresing demand for long stapled cotton for consumption in this country From the point of 
viep of tho British Empire, it i? highly important to stimulate the growing of long stapled cotton pitliin tho 
Empire In this connoMon, it may bo noticed that the Roy al Commission reporting recenth on tho resources 
of some of the Dominions consider that ever\ cffoit should be made in this direction, even recommending 
that cotton of tho American variety should bo cultir ated in Australia so as to rendei Li\ cipool less dependent 
on supplies of cotton gropn outside the Empiie 

4694 Consenalion and itnproicment of indigenous long stapled rations — ^Tlie first thing to bo done is to 
consene and improve tho indigenous long staple cottons m tins country The iiitroduct’on of exotics must 
of necessitr be largely experimental and care should bo taken that their introduction should not be it tho 
expense of indigenous long stapled cotton m aieas phero the latter have been piovcd to thr vb India has a 
good maiket for short stapled cotton both in this country and in Japan and the Continent of Europe What 
ever efforts are made top ards the cultu ation of long stapled eotton, iv o think ample supplies of short stapled 
cotton are certain to be oultn ated, but p ithout special care being taken the supplies of good stapled cotton aro 


likely to be alp ays in defect 

4695 Problems connected imth cnltiiation oj long stapled cotton — It pouldbe both futile and piong inprin 
oiple for Government to use their influence to try and force the cultivator to grop long staple cotton in 
place of short staple cotton, unless the former was going to pay him better than the latter My Committee 
pould hop ever, make this qualification It pill very probably' he the case that long staple cotton gropn in a 
district from p Inch such cotton has not previously come pill not immediately realise its true market \ alue 
In such circumstances, it p ould, it is felt, be necessary and pernussiblo foi Goi emment to cmplov some artificial 
stimulus to tho giopth of long staple cotton, if they pero conxmeed that its gropth was m tho ultimate 
interests of the cultivatoi It appears to my Committee then, tint the first problem to be soh ed is to find a 
long stapled cotton plant, pinch pill mo pith the shorter stapled varieties in its combination of tho 
follop ing qualities, namely , hardiness, rapidity of germination, y leld per acre, ginning percentage and market 
value This problem IS one foi tho sgiioultural expert and my Committee do not propose to offer any 
remarks on it beyond say mg that, until it is solved, no lasting extension of tho grop th of long stapled cotton 
can, in their opinion, be loot ed foi In tins connexion, it might be mentioned tint, ns far as my Committee’s 
experience goes, the only oxol'o cottons p Inch can bo said to bo a pro\ ed success m this country (by phion 
my Committee mean that they have shown then ability to oust the shortci stapled cotton on their own 
economic merits without Government assistance) are Cambodia and peihaps Punjab American inien th s 
problem has been soil ed, the next problem is to ensure that the ciiltixator rocoiies the full benefit of the 
increased market yalue of his pioduoe That he does not always do so at proboiit is, my Conimitteo think, 
a generally admitted fact, for p Inch y arious causes arc responsible One of the principal causes is the 
system by yvhioh money londora adyance money to cultivators on the scciinty of then groyying crops My 
Committee belieie that this system is not so widespread m India as it was twenty yeai-s ago , tho general 
economic conditions of the cultivator is no doubt slowly improiiiig and he is gradually becoming less 
dependent on the money lender and the high prices pinch have been realised for cotton diiung the last ftp 
years should do somethmg to accelerate his indepenelencc At the same time the practice is still prevalent 
m many ibsttiots and the result of it is that tho cultivator frequently docs not lecciye the full market 
value of Ills produce The remedy appears to my Committee to be the extension of co ojiei atii e cred t 
societies or the establishment of agriculturil banks The former seems to be the method most suited to the 
present conditions of India 


4690 Methods oj buying cotton — ^Another cause plnoh m some cases militates against tlio locoipt by the 
cultivator of the full value for his cotton is tho method of buying adopted bv' many useis in this country 
My Committee consider that buy'ers as a class aie far too much influenced by the name of tho station or district 
from which the cotton comes to the exclusion, in many cases, of tlie intiins o merits of particular lots Cotton 
in India is usually sold to the oonsuraei by' the name of its station or district of origin Particular stations 
and districts get good or bad names on the market or are ! nown as producing a paiticiilar ohss of cotton 
Consequently , if a district p Inch produces principally or a short stapled cotton produces also a limited quantity 
of better cotton, it is almost impossible to sell this limited quantity m India at its intrmsio x vlue This fact 
IS within the experience of all largo mercliantk who cater for both the expoit trade and tho local mills The 
export trade is conducted pimoipally on the typo basis That is to say , tho exporting mei chants supply 
ranges of ty pes to their selling agents in different countries, these types though they may sometimes be 
grouped into largo tcmtorial groups such as Bengals, Oomrat, etc arc really known to the buyers by 
numbera or nam cs Tlie buy ers know nothing and care less about the particular district from p Inch tl e 
original typo or any tenders made against it come, they buy' cotton equ il to a particular ty'pe ami "U they 
pant IS cotton equal to that type An exporter can ship cotton from any district against that typo so long 
as the cotton shipped corresponds to the type In India, on the other hand, the m 11 owner or his cotton 
selector nearly always insists on knowing exactlv where any cotton offeied to him comes fiom and allows 
the name of the distiict to influence linn xery largely in his estimate of the xaluc of tho cotton He is not 
as a rule willing to judge and by cotton solely on its merits, but allows hmisolf to bo greatly' influenced by 
Ins preconceived ideas about the usual cotton obi unable from the particular station or district Tic 
theoretical remedy for this would be to do aw ly to a great extent pith tho teriitoiial method of selling 
cotton Broad classifications such as “ Oomras,” “ Bcngals, ' “ hmptas,” “ Westerns,” etc , might he 
retained, but, subject to these large groupings, cotton should be sold solely by grades based on (a) its clean 
ness and colour, that is, what is usually 1 nown in the trade as its “ class ” and (6) its average length of staple 
This IS the basis on p Inch American cotton is marketed and my Committee know of no fundamental reason 
why Indian cotton should not be sold in tho same pay except that it would piobably ho neoessviv to 
proxide m the grading system tor tho difference" in the oharactex of the staple of Indian cottons The 
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chnngo Bould, liO\\ o\cr, entail such a complete rc\crHal of all the methods hitherto adopted bv the cotton 
trade m India and would present such very great practical difficulties that my Committee do not regard it 
ns icasiblo at the present time or for some tunc to come 

4607 Methods of picUiig cotton — Before leaving tins part of the Cotton Committee’s enquiry, my Com 
imtteo would mention that their cvpencnco is that tho method of piokmg of lapas in India leares much to be 
desired Unripe bolls arc picked indiseriminatcly with flic ripo bolls owing to tho desire of the cultivator 
to got the whole of one field picked while ho can Bccuro the labour If it could bo arranged for Mamlaldars 
to organise tlie labour in the villages and pick each man’s fields in turn, picking only tho ripe bolls and 
returning at a later date for tho remainder it is bclioi ed that a great improv onionl in tho cleanliness and staple 
of tlio cotton w oiild bo effected and that tho cultu ator w oiild bo moro than compensated bv the price 
obtmncd for his cotton for any increase m tho cost of picking In this connection, my Committee have 
lic'ird of nn ii\tcrcsting (\pcnmciit ^\hloh A\ns recently luido in tho kumpta districts A prominent land 
ow*ncr w as induced by a mill to make tho oxpcriiiient of picking a few of his fields sy stematically and the 
five bales of cotton thiii, picked w ere sent to the mill for testing ’Iho result was that these five bales lost 
only five per cent in tho blow room against a normal loss of tw ol\ o to fourteen per cent for cotton from the 
same distnct picked in tho ordinary manner 


(6) Measures to ■prcicnt the nitxing and iiatei tng of cotton 
4668 Ilcsfricliojib on transport of kapas and nngiiined eotlonhy rail — l^ni now to relci to tlio question 
of tho prevention of tho mixing andw itcring of cotton and ms Comnnttco propose to refer to the various sugges 
tions w Inch have been brought to their notice Tho first suggestion is that tho transport of hapas and unginned 
cotton by rail should bo prohibited except from tho district of grow th to a port or from tho district of growth 
to a bona fide consumer Sucli a prohibition would do much to proient tho taking of lapas and cotton from 
a short stapled district to a long stapled district, c g , from Ivliandcsh to Broach, for tho purpose of mixing 
and my Comnnttco sco no reason why it should injure any legitimate interests Incidentally, it would also 
protect tho long stapled district to some extent from the danger of deterioration in its own cotton through 
tho mixing of seed In order to render this protection complete, it should bo pointed out that it would bo neoes 
sary for Go\ cmnieiit to exercise some control oi cr tho sale of seed for grow mg purposes, as it is know n that in 
many cases cotton seed has been imported from one district to another for purposes of sow mg It w ould be 
necessary to grant licenses not only to bona fide ConsumerB but in some cases to respectable merchants who 
show ed good cause for taking unpressed cotton from ono station to another , for merchants, yvhoso cotton 
was intended for export, might hayo good reason for taking cotton tor pressing from ono station to another 
noighboiiniig station yihcro they had or could scciiro a moro efiioiciit press In such cases, it yyould probably 
bo ady isablo to grant not a general license but a license confined to t! o particular stations in question My 
Committee understand that instances hayc occurred of inferior cotton and oycn cotton yyasto being deliber- 
ately railed in full prcssisl bales from Bombay to certain districts for tho purpose of mixing and it is thcroforo 
yyorth considering whether the prohibition should not bo extended to coyer cotton m full pressed bales as 
well While the prohibition of traiisiiort by rvl would chock many of tho worst cases of mixing it would not 
prey ent tho mixing of cotton from neighbouring markets, whore tho cotton of ono market is supenor to 
that of its neighbour, r g , Ivhamg ion and Malkapur, for in such cases the / apas or cotton can be 
transported by road 

4069 Jlcilrictinns on transport of eollon hg road — The second suggestion therefote, which has been made 
IS that restrictions might bo placed on transport by road This is a niiieh more difficult problem for two 
reasons, first'y beeiiiso there is much Icgitiinato transport by to id which must not bo harassed or inter 
fcrcdyvith, secondly because any restrictions made would be difficult to cnfoico Tho only way' in which 
my Committee think it might bo done yvould be by legislation empowering Goyernment to apply 
restrictions to pirticular areas or between particular stations When transport of cotton or lapas was 
taking place from a particular station or district to anotlicr station yi itli tho obvious intention of mixing 
tho inferior cotton of the one yy ith the superior cotton of the other, Goy eminent might, on hay mg their attention 
callcil to It by thejr local officeis, notify by executiyc ordci that tho proyisions of tho restricting clause or 
clauses w cro in force in respect of the transport of kapas or cotton from a particular area to another particular 
area both of yi Inch w ould hay o to bo clearly defined My Committee do not sco w by such legislation should 
not be enacted but it yyould hayo to be rcseryed for occasional u^o and only m cases yihcro tho traffic yias 
eonsiderablc and its fraudulent intent unmistakable 

4700 Licensing of ginning and pressing factories — Tho third Biiggestion which has been made is that 
nil ginning and pressing factories should bo 1 censed and that each should bo given a distinct mark, yyhioli it 
should be required to stamp on every jnekage of loose cotton m the case of a ginnery and on oy cry bale in 
the ease of a press, yi Inch left its premises I\ itli this suggestion my Committee entirely agree and they 
think this system yy ould boy cry useful in tracing yihcro tho mixing or watering of cotton has taken place 
But there area number of important points which arise in connection with this question of licensing — 

(a) What agency should contiol the issue of licenses ? My Committee aro of opinion that tho issue 
of hcensts must bo official, that is to say, tho licenses should emanate from Goyernment and 
not from any entirely unofficial body Brobably the best arrangement for control yvould be 
to hayo a committee m each district, presided oyer by tho Collector and consisting partly of 
Goyernment nominees, officials {eg, of tho Agricultural Department) and non otlicials, and 
partly of elected members Such committees might bo very similar to tho Smoko nfuisanoes 
Commihsioii in Bombay and yy ould control the issue of and tho suspension or removal of licenses 
{b) Wliat agency should bo employ ed t(i.carry out inspection ? My Committee understand that one of 
the principal objections to the old CottonbrauilsActwas tho large number of Inspectors on loiv 
pay employed under it, and tho consequent bribery which tool place They see no necessity 
for a largo staff of Inspectors nor indeed 3o they think it w ould bo necessary to harass yy ell 
conducted factories with inspections lactones should only bo iMpooted when a complaint 
has been made against them and then tho inspection yy ould bo moro of tho nature of an investi 
gation and should bo carried out by a Deputy Director of Agnoiilture or an officer of similar 
standing It might bo advisable for the same officovs to pay occasional subsequent visits of 
inspection to factories which have been complained of and found to be at fault or lax But 
my Commitlco behove that tho system of licenses would by its oxistonee do much to check the 
evil and that no largo inspecting staff would bo found necessary 
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(c) W Jiiit degree of reponstbilit> is to attioli to licensed factories ? In Qio opinion of mj Committee, 

great care n ill Im e to bo taken not to ask impossibilities of factories In man} of tho cotton 
districts, the niajorita of factor} onnors arc not themselves cotton merchants , man} factories 
are owned In firms or joint stock companies av hose head quarters are in Bombay or elsewhere 
ind these factories are frequcntl} in ebarge of an engineer or other non export in cotton on a 
am moderate salara Such men Iiaac neither the time, the opportunit} nor the knoaa ledge 
to saa aahether miacd fupns is being ginned or mixed cotton pressed in tboir factories It 
aioiild therefore be cxtromcl} opprtssiao to hold factories responsible for mixing or avatering 
unless it aa as proa ed that tlic factora omier or manager ai ns responsible for or coimived at 
the occurrence Tho object of the licensing systora would bo to trace the mixed or watered 
cotton first to tho faotoiy and thence to tho owner, aa ho brought it for ginning or pressing 
It might be possible to institute a s} stem of black lists of oainers, aalio have been found 
guilta, fact ones being forbidden to gin Japas or press cotton for those oavners during the next 
ensuing season 

(d) Should tho licensing B}Stem ho used m any avay to prevent combination of pressmg or gimung 

factories for joint aa orking, usuall} knoavn ns pools ? My Committee are cmphatioally of opmion 
that it should not Licenses should be granted freely to all oxistmg factories and should onl} 
be rcraoa ed or tlicir renewal refused for tho reasons mentioned above 

4701 The pool system — Tho license s} stem is intended pnmaril} for the suppression of mixing or watermg 
and should liaao nothing aahatever to do aaith tho rates charged b} factories to tlieir customers As a matter 
of fact, m} Committee consider that the effect of tho “pool” B}stom on tho cotton trade has been muoh 
misrepresented and its ca ils exaggerated It is argued that, because at certain stations tliero are more factories 
limn arc required and a pool is fonned under aihich some work and others remain silent and the silent ones 
share m tho profits of those ai orking tlierefore, a plethora of factories is a ciaisliing burden on tho oultivatoi 
It seciiis to he oaCr lool ed b} tho supporters of this aicai that such stations are few in number and that m 
man} more the excess of factories results in out tlvroat competition and in ginning and pressing aaoik being 
done at cost price or often at a dead loss to the factor} The cultivator gains a great deal more than ho loses 
b} tho exco--3 of factories ai Inch exists m many stations Moreover, there is, ns far as my Committee’s ex- 
perience goes, no justification for tho tlicor} that undid} large profits are made by capital ina ested in. ginning 
and pressing factories 

4702 Ncctssxfy for the co optraUon of buyers — Before leaving the question of tho mixing of cotton my 
Committee desire to refer to one other point and that is to the necessit} of tho co opciation of buyers It is, 
of course, true that i small admixture of shorter stapled cotton, say up to ten per cent , is almost impossible to 
detect except in tho process of mamifaeturo But larger admixture can and should bo detected by tho buyer 
and if bu} ers as a class deolmcd to purchase obviously mixed cotton, no measures such ns liaa o been discussed 
nbo\o would be required to stop tlio practice, aihich would die a natural death , moreover, so long ns bu}ors 
coiitimic to purchase mixed cotton at prices winch lease a largo profit on tho process of mixing strenuous 
efforts w ill bo made to o\ ade w liatei ci rostnctis o measures arc imposed 

(c) Answers to Ootloii ComtiiHlec's questions , 

4701 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — ^My Committee consider that tho cotton acreage fore 
cast, as at present puhlislied, is sufiioicnll} accurate, but that tlioio is considerable room for improvement 
in tho necurao} of the cotton outturn forecast It is belies cd that impros emont might bo effected by relying 
more on enquiries from oiiltisators cotton merchants, local agents of largo bu}crs and other similar sources 
and less on the rcjiorls of the subordinate res enue officers of Gos omment, svlio have a groat deal of other sv ork 
to do 

4701 (34) Improvement of other statistical information — Tlio proposed s}stem of licenses for gmnmg 
and pressing factories should do muoh to incicaso tho accuracy oE tho cotton press returns Tho ssork 
m connection si ith collection of these returns from certain Native States is undertaken by this Chamber, 
but should, m in} Committee’s opinion, bo taken oscr bs' Government, and there ssould bo no hardship m 
msmting upon tho proper suppl} of information by presses as a condition of license If, m the future it should 
proso possible to seciiro tho extension of the license 8}stom into Native States, the problem of tho cotton 
press returns svould bo sols ed 

1705 (35) Fublication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — ^SI} Committee are not in favour of tlio 
publication of either Lis crpool or Bomba} cotton prices at up country markets As a matter of fact these 
prices are str} si ell known m most markets, but their official publication svould given them an importance 
in the 0 } cs of cultis ntors si Inch si oiild often pros o s cr} misleading to them and would lead to constant dispute 
without ail} compensating adsantago that my ConimiUeo aro aware of Prices fluctuate so rapidly m tho 
las crpool and Bombas marl cts and their fluctuations are gosemed b} so many complex mfluenoes that they 
are a s ers iinrchablo guide to up coimtrs prices 

(28) Saw-gins trrais roller gins — ^Thcsasi gin i“ principall} used m India for ginning tho product of 
Dharsvar American " seed m tho Dharwar district Ms Committee aro sory doubtful si bother its use for 
this kapas is neecssars or boncfioial Thes liase been informed that tins Japas can quite well bo ginned b} 
Killer gini and that such gins do not gis c an} less percentage of lint Tho process of ginning Dhani ar American 
' KUcr gins is con-iderabh'slower and therefore more oxponsise than ginning b} saw gins, but, on 
the other hand, ms Committee understand that a substantial improvement in staple is gained Their mfor 
iiuition cs that, if tho Dharw ar American lapas si ere all ginned b} roller gins, tins cotton, si hioh has lost a groat 
utal of its reputation in recent }tars, would probably nso considerabl} m the estimation of bu}ors 

i* ty o/ tax on Cotton to meet cxpnuhtnrc tnivhed in recommendations — In conclusion, I am to mention 
uiat some of there recomnicndatioas will msolvo a considerabl} increased expenditure by the Agneultural 
Jlcparlmcnt and it might bo asked w iicrt tho additional funds arc to come from Jly Committee are of opinion 
tint in Slew of the fact that this increased expenebtuK b} tho Agrionltitral Department ssould be for tho 
direct benefit of tlio cotton cultis ator there ssould bo nothmg svrong in principle if a small tax on cotton 
svere impctacd but thc} wish to point out that an} such tax should bo levied on the si hole trade and not 
intrcls on a particular portion thereof 
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The Hok’ble Mr M. Hooo, (Chatman), 5Ir J Mtoeer, Mr H B He vesov, ajtd Sir R E Gregor Pearse 
(Secretary), Representatives o£ the Bomhay Chamber of Commerce, called and examined 

4708 (Mr Wadia) Mr Hogg —There is undoubtedly a shortage of long staple cotton It -n ould be 
qu^te fair to say that there is a scramble for it The mills and large merchants usually send their men up 
country to buy their cotton The Chamber considers that any steps to increase the outturn of long staple 
cotton that may he recommended as a result of the deliberations of the Cotton Committee u ill ho as much to 
the advantage to the Indian mill owners as of those in Lancashire or other countnes 

4709 I should say that there are a good many reasons why long staple cotton has not been able to 
get the proper premium over the desJn varieties In certain districts, as w e have pointed out in our written 
evidence, long staple cotton does not apparently get its proper premium because the district has a reputation 
for either medium or short staple cotton It is the hypnotism of the name of the district that prevents 
the cotton bemg sold on its merits In long staple districts, long staple does get a fair premium provided 
the quahty is good Take for instance Cambodia That gets its intrinsic value m the market I have not; 
heard any complaints to the contrarj On the other hand, take Broach , the value of that has gone down in 
recent j ears m comparison w itli other staple cotton because the quahty has been deterioratmg ow mg to the 
mixing As to the statement of the Director of Agnculture m the Central Provinces that, on the basis of 
outturn and ginning percentage, bun would have to fetch above thirteen annas six pies and bam twelve 
annas a pound against eight annas for roseum in order to make it worth the cultivators’ while to grow them 
that IS a verj big difference It would mean that, if the price of roseum were Rs 500 per Uiandt, the 
price of bam w ould have to he about Rs 750 and that of hurt about Rs 8B0 It is certainly the case that 
the difference is not quite as large as that at present I do not think that it will he possible to get such 
differences I do not think the intrinsic value of bam and bun to the manufacturer w ould enable him to 
pay as much as that for them The fact that long staple cotton is not marketed pure, may certainly have 
something to do -with a proper premium not, being paid to the cultivator, but on the basis of the figures 
]ust mentioned, ions and Jiin, oven if marketed pure, w ould not command such high prices as Rs 760 or 
Rs 850 If those figures are correct, I should say that w e come back to the fact that those particular 
varieties ot long staple cotton are not a paying proposition You have got to find a long staple cotton 
which w lU compete w ith the short staple v arietj and its combination of qualities, ginning percentage, outturn, 
etc I certainly tl ink that it is a fact that the value of long staple cotton is affected unfavourably bj 
its not hemg marketed in a pure condition 

4710 Mr Muller — The question is, of course, whether the trade can pay those prices for long staple 
cotton and 1 doubt whether it can Bersonally I think the ryot is not in a position to command a proper price 
for his cotton because ho is not independent If he was an mdependent seller and not dependent on the 
money lender, than he could sell his cotton when he hked If he did not get his price, ho could take it back 
and store it somewhere The ryot does not dictate the price, it is the buyer who dictates the price As soon 
as the ryot is rcallj independent, he can command the price his cotton is reallj w orth My idea is that the 
diflioulty should bo overcome by the establishment of more co operative societies That is the crux of the 
whole thmg Mate the ryot independent then ho can sell his cotton to whom ho likes and store it if he cannot 
get a sufifioiently high price for it 

4711 Mr Hogg — ^As we have stated in our written evidence, it seems probable that os oo operative 
credit societies have already made a fair amount of progress in the countrv, their extension w ould be a more 
rapid solution of the difficulty than the establishment of agricultural banks which is almost a new proposition 

4712 Mr Muller — hav c not seen the working'of co operative seed unions and oo operative marketmg 
But I think that the open market sjstem is the better one Iknow that m Nagpurthere isakindof auction 
arrangement AH the buyers collect m the market and offer their rates and the highest rate offered is the 
rate of the day I do not think that is a very good system Although we might be offenng the highest pnee, 
and there are 400 bales, w o cannot ho sure of getting all of them , w e might only get fifty bales and some 
other man might walk away with 150 bales simply because ho happens to be friend of the brokers The 
system in Kliamgaon is a much better one If jou outbid everybody else, jou can take as much as 
jou want 

4713 Mr Hogg — There is a somewhat similar sj stem to that which hir Muller has described prevaihng 
in the Hubh market You can say that you will buy a certain lot of cotton hut you cannot fix the rate 
for it until the market opens The rate at w hicli you are to buy is not fixed till the afternoon 

4714 Mr Muller — ^Tho Nagpur sjstem does not tend to the highest price being offered 

4716 Mr Hogg — I do not know much about the Punjab districts But I understand that conditions 
there are different from those anywhere else The factories there belong to cotton merchants I do not 
thin! that is the case to any great extent in other parts of India As far as I know, there are a certain number 
of cotton merchants w ho have ginning factories but the majority of the ginning factoncs do not belong to them 

4716 Mr Muller — ^It w ould oertainl 3 bo better for the ryots if there w ere open markets InthoBunjab, 
the merchants never got into direct commuiucation with the ryots All the cotton is brought by the factory 
owners 

4717 Mr Hogg — My personal opinion is that there is no reason why fraudulent damping should not he 
prohibited entirely 

4718 Mr Muller — I quite agree A little damping is sometimes a good thing, especially for the press 
machinery hut I do not know w here the line should be draw n At certain times, if you w ant to press a 400 lbs 
bale, the machinery would be smashed if the cotton were not damped That is an absolute fact But it is 
so very difficult to draw the line that I think it is ncoessarj to prohibit watermg altogether 

4719 All railways should be prohibited from carrying any cotton except m full pressed hales out of the 
cotton tracts If licenses were given for carrying cotton from one station to another except in full pressed 
bales, the reasons for grantmg them should be stated That would be run by the central hoard or central 
committee which would he instituted 

4720 Mr Hogg — ^As to the idea of controlling ginneries and pressing factories by licenses, I do not see 
any particular reason why movement of cotton by rail should not be controlled by the same authonty As 
regards transport by road, the only solution of the difficulty that wo can see w ould ho to have legislation wath 
a permissive clause enabhng Government to apply the restrictions on transport by rail to transport by road 
between any two particular districts Such a clause w ould have to be very sparingly used and only when 
the local authorities considered that the tranapoit by road which w as going on was obviously for more or less 
fraudulent purposes An instance w o have quoted is that of Malkapiir and Kliamgaon There is no doubt 

S 2 
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that tlio cotton grown round MalLapur is somewhat mfotior to tho cotton grown round KJiamgaon There 
IS also no doubt that Mall apur cotton goes to tho lOiamgaon market for solo there as Ivhamgaon cotton. 
I do not see why it should bo impossible to prohibit that I admit it is a very difTioiilt question but I do not 
see any other possible w ay of impros ing matters except in tho w ay w o has o suggested 

4721 jlfr Mvlkr —Prohibition by rad w ould practically stop three quarters of tho illogitimato trafllo 
But I should soy that such a prohibition w ould increase tho traOio bv road tremendously Carts frequently 
travel fifteen miles a day for three days and go up to fiftj or sixtj miles I know that lajnta is taken bv cart 
from Khandesh both to tho Malkapur and K.haingaon markets That is a distance of noarlv 200 miles Rayas 
comes into tho Hubh market from tho Western districts 

4722 J!fr Hogg — Cotton comes right across from Baichur to Hubli by cart Tliat is a surprisingly 
long distance It w ould bo rather a complicated thing to hav o boundary zones but something of that sort 
w ould bo required 

4723 In regard to tho licensing of ginning and pressing factories by a central board, I think from w hat 
I have heard, that opinions are rather diverse My own personal objection to a central body would bo largely 
removed if it worked through sub committees My own feeling about a central controlling body is if it is 
going to control tho licensmg of ginning and prissmg factories all over tho country, its viork would bo so 
heavy that nobody aotiv cly engaged in business w ould bo w illmg to sen c upon it A central body w ould 
not have tho requisite Iniow ledge Unless tlioro were local sub committees, tlicro is a danger tliat tho central 
body w ould have to get complaints mv cstigatcd or inspcctiom carried out bj the v orv typo of men w ho, I under 
stand, made the Cotton Frauds’ Act a failure Inspectors on low pay mean opportimitics for corruption If the 
central body w ore to appoint sub committees that would go a long way to meet my personal view son tho subject 
I am not opposed to the idea of a central body but if it tries to do ov cry thing itself, it w ill break down 

4724 Mr Mvller — ^That is oxaotli inv opinion I think that a central body is desirable to seouro uni 
formity of procedure but that tlioro must bo local sub committees as well 

4726 Mr IJcarson — A combination of tho two viould bo preferable 

4720 Mr Hogg — I would only penal so a ginning or pressing faeforv If the gmiimg and pressing 
factory wore proved to have deliberately connived at fraudulent mi\mg I certainly would not throw tho res 
ponsibihty on tho giiuimg and pressing faeforv of being made the agent to detect fraudulent mixing I do 
not think it w ould bo possible to carry that out The onus of proof should lie on tho prosecution to prove 
that tho ginmng and pressing factory had been deliberately guilty of mixing Otherwise the manvilio brings 
m mixed cotton, i c , tho merchant, should bo dropped on , in cases in w hioli, as in tho Punjab, ginners and 
press Owners are morolianta themselves, there would bo no difliculty, for m that oa,so tho merchant would bo 
dropped on If the inercliaut and the pressor are tho same, there is no difliculty As to tho publication of 
black lists, where tho press and gin owners are not cotton merchants and have not dchboratcly connived at 
fraudulent mixing y ou should not drop on the factories at all Tho merchant should bo dropped on and the 
only w ay w o can suggest w ould be to pubhsh a blackl st of mtrehanfs w ho brought mixed lapas or mixed cotton 
and forbid any factory in tliat station accepting ka]xts for ginning or cotton for pressing from that particular 
merchant for the follow ng year or for a certain period It might bo got round by tho man trading under 
another name but it would have a very healthy effect Most laws can bo ovadctl to a certain extent I do 
not see any objection to a condition of tho license' bsing that only standard weights should bo used in the 
gmning faotoncs I know at present that there are many cases w hero false weights are deliberately used 
I would certainly insist ou standard weights and also that weights should bo inspected 

4727 In the present state of the pressing and gmning mdiistrv ow mg to the number of factories, if 
there were no pools, factories would bo bound to work prvctioilly ot a lo's I think m tho particular station 
where the pool is, tho extra profit would probably come out of tho pockets ot tho cultivators Unless tho 
pools vvero conducted on a reasonable basis with a reasonable margin of profit, they would in particular cases 
be detrimental to the cultiv ator But my point is that w hilo present conditions in some cases produce a pobl, 
in others tho same conditions produce cut throat competition so that tho matter is ns broad as it is long If 
you remove the conditions which produce pools you also remove tho conditions which, in other oases, enable 
tho cultivators to got their cotton ginned and pressed at a price below cost Thcoritically', tho higli prices 
which the Committee have foimd are being charged for ginning and pressing in some cases are not right but, 
in practice, if you got a place whore high rates are provailmg what happens ’ All that happens is that tho 
next year now factories ore started If you got a station where largo profits aro made, other factories are 
immediately put up and generally after tho erection of tho new factory , there is no pool foi tw o or three seasons, 
while the factories aro fighting things out amongst themselves 

4728 d/r Muller — Our oxpenenoo is that what may bo called tho letaining rate » e , tho rate rotamed 
by tho members of tho pool is generally fixed at cost Tho dilTcrcnoo betw eon tho retaining rate and tho 
pool rate represents the contribution to tho pool Tho rctamiiig rate is generally fixed,at coat for the simple 
icason that if it is not fixed at cost, y ou at once got people paying rebates Those pools aro generally for tw o 
or three seasons with tho option of termination at six months’ notice Tho ambition of some of tho smaller 
people who have a share in the pool is, if possible, to increase their turnover and to claim a higher share in tho 
next pool As soon as the retaining rate is fixed above tho actual cost, they can giv'o a rebate to get consti 
tuents The total pool rate is usually fixed ns low as possible Suppose we aio workmg in a place where 
there aro three presses Wo aro doing the largest share of the business The other two aro just managing 
to carry on but they want to have tho rates increased from Rs C to Rs 0 8 We naturally object. My ox- 
ponence is that the pool rates aro not excessive os a rule, for tho simple reason that tho larger w orkers always 
try to keep them down , they never got a share of tho pool based on their actual w ork In Guntur, wo used to 
pay in fifty per cent of tho total pool takmgs but wo only got twenty' two per cent out of tho pool So that 
w e lost 28 per cent of our contributions In regard to tho high pressing charges at Multan, it must be remem 
bored that wo aro now dealmg with war times Tho cost of hoops and gunnies have gone up to about four 
times their value before the war Whore pressing cost about one rupee, it non costs nearly four rupees Tho 
increase in tho cost of ginning is not so high Gmning Companies usually pay about six, seven or eight per 
cent some companies pay more but if you scrutinised their accounts, y ou w ould find that it is tradmg w hioli 
brmgs in the money and not ordinary ginning and pressmg 

4729 Mr Hogg — ^I should say that, as a general lulo, tho only w ay I know of making money in tho ginning 
and pressmg industry is for a company to have a number of factoiies What it may lose in one place, it may 
make up m mother A good many small companies have gone mto liquidation within tho last few years 

4730 Mr Muller — Ab to the suggestion that the pool charges for ginning and pressmg should bo fixed 
at a reasonable rate so as to allow for cost of gmning and pressing plus depreciation plus a margin of profit 
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say ten per cent, has any body thought about fixing a minimum ? If a maximum only u ere fixed, there would 
no longer be a pool, and the out throat competition \i ould begin 

4731 JUr Hogg — ^I do not think that a maximum charge m ould -n ork at all It u ould merely lead to the 
samo conditions of out throat competition It seems to me that if a maximum charge u ere fixed in a place 

^uhoro there are pools, then there u ould be the same eonditions of cut-throat competition as there are in places 
uhero there aro no pools You would not hare anv opportunity of recouping yourself in one place for losses 
in other places 

4732 Jllr Mvller — I think the maximum rates Mould have to be considerably "liighor than the pool 
-rates are at present It is absolutely unnecessary to stop pools because, generally speaking, the rates are not 
high Isolated instances of high charges haa e been quoted but one cannot get au ay from the fact that the 
capital ma ested in ginning and pressing factories does not pay a high rate of interest 

4733 Jfr Hogg — ^I do not think that there is any necessity to make it a condition of a license that the 
factory should a\ orl at least for a couple of months during the season I consider that licensing should bo 
introduced for one purpose and one purpose only and that is to prevent the adulteration and avatcring of 
cotton and lapas I do not think that 1 censing should be used for any other purpose except that it might 
also bo used for ensunng the submission of correct statistical returns 

4734 Mr Mvlhr — Multan is a notorious place and is absolutely the m orst place that I knou but it is an 
isolated instance 

4735 Mr Hogg — You cannot ha\ e prevention of new factories unless the industry is regulated by State 
control If State regulation is applied to ginning and pressing factories uhy not regulate other kinds of 
factories as m ell ? As to the suggestion that factories should only bo put up m places m here the State considers 
them necessary and beneficial, I object altogether to putting restrictions on the investment of capital in that 
way It 13 not proposed that spmnmg and ucavmg mills should be forbidden to be erected Why should 
there bo any mtorferonoo uitli any other industry ? I thmk that the thing is urong m pr noiple although 
I quite admit that there are advantages to bo gamed by it and it m ould suit me personally 

4736 ilfr Muller — ^I qu to agree I would aUo m cleome it from the personal point of view It would 
suit mo \ ery m ell but I think it is absolutely wrong in principle to lay don n that no licenses should be given 
for the erection of more gmnmg factories than are actually required to deal with a bumper crop I would m aive 
the personal aspect Mhich is comparatnely small, but I do not tliink it is right in principle 

4737 Mr Hogg — ^I think it Mould bo reasonable enough to refuse permission for night Mork if there 
are other factories in the place uhioh are not Morkmg 

4738 (Jllr Hodghnson ) In India, the export trade is conducted prmcipally on the basis of types and 
the cotton shipped has to correspond to the typo sold As far as the export trade is concerned, cotton is sold 
on typo but hero in India it is sold to a great extent by the name of the station Buyers won’t buy merely 
on sample , they m ant to knou the name of the place or station the cotton comes from Most of the merchants 
M ould bo delighted to sell to local mills on ty pe in the samo m ay as they sell cotton to Lancashire and to the 
miUs on the Continent As a general rule, the local mill on ner does not care to buy on ty pe , ho m ants to knou 
exactly uhere the cotton comes from There is a tendency to take the cotton from one district to another, 

< r , to take short staple cotton to a station m hioli has a reputation for long staple cotton That arises directly 
out of the habit of buy mg on station names and of attaching great importance to a cotton commg from a 
particular place That naturally gu es an opening to merchants to bring cotton from other places to a 
particular market The problem is an extremely difficult one Of course, the theoretical remedy yvould bo 
to alter the yyhole basis of marketing in the Bombay market and to sell cotton entirely on the basis of class, 
length of staple and character of staple That presents very great practical difficulties I do not seo how 
It yvould be possible unless m o had a staff of expert surveyors doing practically nothing else Whether that 
IS feasible, is rather doubtful 

4739 Mr Muller — ^It iS desirable to have it if it could bo done but I am doubtful if it could be done at 
present 

4740 Mr Hogg — should like to seo the system under yyhich American cotton is marketed in America 
introduced here if it is practicable, but it would mean a radical change in the m hole system Matters are much 
more complicated in the case of Indian cotton The differences betu een the various grades of Indian cotton 
are much greater and more marked than they are botyy een the y arious grades of American cotton I do not 
think that the difficulties should be insuperable really So long as the sample is suitable and cotton is sent 
up to that sample, as far as the export trade is concerned or as far as the buyers in Lancashire are concerned, 
the system of selling on ty pe m orks y ery m ell but there are exceptions As a general rule, one does not sell 
“ Emo Bengals ” but simply typo No 7 for the Contment The general rule is that one sells on type for the 
Continent There is considerable trade in cotton to Italy m Inch is not sold on type but is sold on grade The 
buyer likes to buy the cotton on grade and to receive largo alloyyanoes This system Mhioh is knoun as the 
Homo guarantee system is a peculiar trade of its oyvn 

^ 4741 Mr Muller — ^As regards mixing I think one can detect it over ten per cent I had a sample the 
other day of Punjab American I w as told that it contained five per cent I noticed that it m as mixed but 
I could not hay e said exactly how much per cent As a genera! rule it is safe to say that it is difficult to 
detect a mixture up to ten per cent unless it is tested by the manufacturer It yy ould bo a most excellent 
thing if consumers declined to buy all mixed cotton There are great many consumers in this market yyho 
do seem to find mixed cotton to their liking Tho remedy lies m the hands of the trade to a certain extent 
I do not seo any real objection to tho mutual alloyvanco clause of the Bremen contract being introduced by 
the Bombay Cotton Trade Association and also in Liverpool But there y\ ould have to bo a limit, i c , it 
should not bo possible to tender Broach against “ Fine Bengals " There Mould have to bo tho same limit 
“ on ” as on “ off” 

4742 Mr Hearson — ^It yy ould be hardly fair to alloyv a man to tender cotton half a grade, i c , Es 20 
“ on ” I am generally in favour of tho Bremen Clause bemg inserted in contracts 

4743 Mr Hogg — In Bremen they have paid and independent orbitrators Here and in Liverpool the 
system is the samo, tho Directors of tho Cotton Association are the arbitrators Personally, I am in favour 
of havmg mIioIo time arbitrators One difficulty is in getting the men The question of salaries would 
present no difficulties as that could bo paid out of the fees It would bo very difficult to get a man yyith 
sufficient experience of Indian cotton except one who has already got some employment out here It yvould 
probably_not suit him to throw up his job If the post could bo made sufficiently attractive, one could get 
the men ' 
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4744 As to sa-s\ gms versus roller gins, tlio onh c\pericnoo that I Im-vc is in the Hubli district •« itli Dlnrsvar 
American cotton There ocrtainl 3 our oxpcricnco has been that roller gins gi\o the better staple 

4746 3Ir Ilcarson — \Vo liacl some Cambodia sent to us Iroin the south It had been ginned in satv gins 
The report on it u ns that the stoplo u ns not ns good ns that of similar cotton ginned in roller gins, but that 


the grade svas higher 

4746 Mr jIDi/fcr —The grade is ocrtamlj improsedln sau ginning but the staple is much reduced 


The 


staple IS out to bits 

4747 Mr Hogg — That corresponds « ith our oxpcrienco at Ilubli Bormcrlj v o used to put Dhsni or 
American through the sau gms but non uo aro putting it tlirough double roller gins 'Wo find that uc can 
spin considcrablj higher counts in the case of the roller gin than m the case of san gins 

4748 (3Ir Boberls ) Mr Hearson — In paragraph 4095 of our urittcn evidence, wo have used the word 
“perhaps,” because wo have had not much experience of Punjab Amenean Wo have several years’ ox 
perionco w ith Cambodia 

4749 Mr Hogg — Wo do not know enough about Punjab Amcric in and nobodj on the fiub Committee 
w os prepared to express a definite opinion m regard to it So wo thought it bettor to use the word “ perhaps ” 
Verj limited quantities have so far come down this season owing to railwav difficulties and onlj n few bales 
of samples have been received 

4750 3Ir Mvllcr — If is dilfioult to compare the Broach rate with the Punjab American rate or with 
other rates as the Broach rate IS a paper rate , it is artificially low at present An^ cotton sells better than 
Broach just now The Broach rate is purclj a spcculativ c rale People are prepared to pay a better price for 
Punjab American tins jear than last Thoj arc taking much more interest m it this jear 

4751 Mr Hogg — As regard” the difficultv of classification, the principal ditficultj is the difficultv of survev 
If cotton were sold on the basis of length of staple, the survoj would take a great deal longer time than under 
the present svateni The second diflicultj is w hether such a sjsfcm would bo acceptable to the consumers 
hero After all, we as merchants cannot very well dictate to the consumer where he shall buj his cotton 
If ho prefers to buj on the name of the station, we can not prevent him from doing so If the station names 
w ere sub div ided and there w ere sav three, four or fiv c ditlercnt grades for each st ition according to the length 
of the staple, and olmraotcr of the staple and class, there w ould bo such an mfinitj of gr-idcs tliat things w ould 
become too cumbersome altogether If jou aro going to introduce length of staple clmnotcr of staple and 
class, j ou w ould practically liav o to do aw av w ith the present sj stem Keep broad territorial classifications 
if you like, such ns Bcngals, Oomrai and lumptas and do aw ay w ith j our IChamgaon Akohs and v arious other 
station names Only have the broad distrot names and sub divide according to length of staple, fineness 
and roughness of staple or class Ev cn then y ou w ould hav c a sufiicionf number of grades One of the great 
difilcultics with regard to the introduction of improyed stajilo m India is that if the cotton is grown in a now 
place it takes years to get a fair price for it If it were poss bio to have classification on staple, it would be 
simpler In the case of ready cotlop, it is absolutely left to the buy or whether ho will pay the price or not 
If the system of buying on staple could bo introduced it would help the cultiv ator to get a proper price for 
long staple Gradually as the buy era become accustomed to buy mg on staple, they w ould got to lose interest 
in the name of the station and yvould get away from the fetish of names 

4752 Jllr jf/faryoii — ^Tlio prohibition of transport by rail might bo a general prohibition I do not seo 
why a general prohibition of transport of lapas or cotton by rail except to ports or under license should inter- 
fere with legitimate interests at all Licenses w ould hay o to bo granted for moy ing cotton yy ithin the districts 
If there yyoro only limited prohibition it yvould bo very cumbrous and it is bettor to have legislation ns simple 
ns possible If you yycro to start by' prohibiting the moyement of cotton by rail from some places only, there 
w ould be no end to it Of course, there aro only a very few long staple tracts w Inch one yy ould yy ant to protect 
Any up country mill w ould hav o to bo giv cn a general license to tr insport cotton from any rural station to 
their ow n station Ev cn w ith the law as proposed, there yy ill alw ay s bo a fair miinbor of buy ers yy ho yy ill still 
bo yyilling to buy mixed cotton As long us money is to be mndo by mixing cotton, it yyiU go on You will 
never get all the sellers to co operate My personal opmon is that the iiltimato remedy lies yy ith tho trade 

4753 Mr Muller — I do not think that the Homo guaranteo contract has tended to loyver the quality 
of Indian cotton It is more an outlet for undesirable cotton Tho rubbishy' cotton is sold cheap under this 
contract The trade proyidcs an outlet for it m this yyay and the system apparently suits tho buyer It is 
comparatively a small trade 1 certainly do not think that any cotton districts deliberately grow inferior 
cotton m order to cater exclusively' for this trade 

4754 Jlr Hearson — ^Tho rain damaged Bengal and Ixliandesh cotton all goes to this trade 

4765 J/r Muller — I do not think there is very much in tho idea of establishing local chambers of com 
merco up country I am afraid it w ould tend to mcrcaso htignt on I should not liko to hav o disputes settled 
up country It is better to have thorn settled by tho central body with fixed rules andjimforin priiiciplcs 
If there were a number of chambers of commerce up country, it would bring about diversity of procedure 
There is a good deal of suspicion up country of Bombay arbitration 

' 4766 Mr Hogg —My oxpeneneo is that there is no particular difficulty m sottlmg these matters amicably 

We do not find ourselves involved in a senes of litigation up country Our local agents do not appear to have 
any great difficulty in settling disputes 

4757 Mr Muller — ^That is not my espcnenco for wo have had a certain amount of trouble in arriving 
at a settlement in some cases 


4768 Mr Hogg — There is very littlo litigation so far as I know Wo hardly over have anythmg of 
that sort except in one or tw o isolated mstanoos It depends on tho course of tlio market There has boon 
trouble in up country markets this year as tho price of Indian cotton a- so high 

4759 A senior member of the Agricultural Department, if ho could give the time, would bo an excellent 
associate to Chambers of Commerce There arc many' ways in which tho Chambers aro closely' conneoted 
vv ith produce hke cotton and w heat If a senior member of tho Agricultural Depart ment w oro able to attend 
meetings to discuss questions about these, it would bo a good thmg 

4760 {President ) The cotton forecast is not satisfactory, so far ns tho outturn goes Porsonnllv I think 
the calculation of figures of yield should not bo done by tho Revenue Department but by a separate staff 
under the Agricultural Department The great point 1 would make is that tho figures are now collected 
according to administrativ e districts Tho trade does not look to these at all I thinl that it would bo much 
better to divide the country up according to tho trade classifications In conjimotion with the Cotton Trade 
Association one could easily vv ork out these tracts and then each tract should bo placed in charge of an 
agrioultiiral officer with a staff of reporters My idea is that an agricultural officer would bo in charge of 



MINUTES OF evidence 


136 


Bomhay ] 


Mr G BoiAOis 


each tract, foi instance, Berar, and that lie vould again sub divide the district into smaller reporting areas and 
put a man m charge o£ each such area The latter would bo a native assistant who would do nothing but 
go about and w atch the crops, not only cotton but all crops and report in regard to their progress and estimate 
the yield as oarl^ ns possible The offieei in charge of the tract w ould then compile the figures for the whole 
tract and hand tliera oser to the trade and to Mr Shirras who would make the compilation for the whole 
ot India This s} stem should w orU w ell and I do not think that it w ould bo verj expensive The staff w ould 
ho pad by Government 

4761 The cotton pressing and ginning returns aro pract call 3 useless They should be made oompulsor 3 , 
but it 18 no good making them compulsory unless the 3 are also made eonipulsory for Native States 

4762 As regards saw gins, wo Ime some evidence about it It might be an advantage if the question 
of saw gins lersus roller gins were thoroughly worked out 

4763 Mr Mvlhr — ^Pcrsonall 3 I should like to see the ev idenoe, w Inch has been taken by the Committee, 
published but the others aro indifferent 

Mr G BOYAGIS of Messrs Ealh Brothers, Bombay. 

ExAVtlNED VT Bovtuvv, Jv'TOVRY 29rH, 1918 
No written statement was submitted by this witness 

4764 {Mr II adta ) M 3 firm has agencies practically all over India and factories m many places in India 
from Tando Adam in the north to Tuticorin in the south as w ell as in the Comilla district Tlie gins in our 
ginning factories aro all roller gins except for the two or three saw gins we are trying at Naw abslmh I do not 
tliink that there is an 3 special reason foi the preference for double roller gins in the south and for single roller 
gins in the north I think that it is reall 3 a matter ot fashion One can get the same number of double roller 
and ot single roller gins 111 a factory As far as we can work it out, double roller gins give one and half times 
the outturn ot a single roller and so the installation of double roller gins saves space and labour as they require 
onlv the same number of hands ns single roller gins We have found that double roller gins work v ery w ell 
in our faetories at Nagpur and Akola 

4765 The Japanese bu 3 n lot of short staple cotton and pay rather a high price for it They use it for 
yarn VI hieli tho 3 r export to China One of the methods by which Japanese finns oust the competition of 
foreign firms from their markets for import of cotton is as follow s The Japanese importing firms arrange 
viith the mifis that if they buy cotton from them they (the importers of cotton) will buy back the yarn 
from the mills and export it Tor example, they' tell a mill owner that they will sell him 600 bales of cotton 
and they promise to buy the equivalent quantity of Ins yam and export it to China The shipping firm is 
an importer of cotton into Japan and an exporter of yarn from Japan to China There is a big demand for 
short staple cotton from Japan and they require a lot of short staple cotton The Japanese do not buy very 
low Bengals Wo find that they aro alw ay s buy eis ot the highest class of Bengals They are v ery 1 etn buy ers 
of Kliamgaon Akohs, and other Borar and Control Provinces cotton These styles form the bulk of their 
purchases They also buy fair quantities of stapled styles particularly Tmnevelly The reason why they 
aro starting firms ot their own is that they aro trying to get their cotton selected themselves and have 
established agencies m most ot the cotton districts 

4766 Wo VI ere one of the firms w Inch refused to buy mixed cotton in Tmnevelly Of course, the moving 
spirit behind the arrangement vns Mr Chadwick All the firms bound themselves not to accept cotton 
from any of the dealers there winch contained any pultcJtai above a certain percentage which I think was 
three per cent Anything in w Inch the percentage w as more than that had to pay a penalty and it had a good 
effect Wo oursely cs had to pay a penalty in one case The percentage of pulicbai w as discovered by examin 
ing the seed because the seed of Tinnev oily and pidichai are easily dist nguished As to whether such a policy 
could bo follow ed in the Punjab American tracts, I am afraid that is a problem w hich could not bo solved 
anywhere else than in Tut conn because there is only a limited number of buyers there all of whom are of good 
repute They have a name to keep up and when they give promises they keep to them In other districts, 
whore there aro a thousand and one buyers such a policy could not be earned out Tmnevelly is peculiar If 
the district opened up and there wore any number of buyers there and if the cultivation of puhcliai were 
resorted to again, it might bo a hard problem to erad'oato it again Had it not been stopped, the short 
stapled cotton viould eventually^ have spread all over the district whoh would have lost its name unless 
the ryots found that it was not paying them to continue growing short staple cotton 

4767 Eougli cottons aro sometimes valuable Take the case of ComiUa from Assam which is the 
roughest cotton in India It can be mixed very w ell w ith vi ool It w as taken for that purpose by spiimers 
in Saxony Boseum might find a market for the same purpose if it were v ery clean Some roseum is fauly 
rough Akot produces one of the roughest cotton in Berar It is v ery v\ hite and very bulky and is sought 
after a great deal by Japan though it is shorter in staple than Khamgaon I do not know whether it gives 
a better outturn in the mills owing to its bulkmess and the loss being less 

4768 As to whether if short staple cotton w ere marketed separately and not used for mixing, it 
w ould fetch the same price as at present, it is a question of supply and demand But I consider that it 
would find its own level and that there would probably be a drop in price 

4769 The cotton crop for winch Calcutta is the shippmg port is Comillas, a crop of about 25,000 bales 
It IS a V eiy clean cotton of varying grades of roughness , the roughe-t bemg Assam, then Chilmari Assam, then 
Tipporas and then Comillas We reckon the know n Burma crop at about 45,0()0 bales of w Inch some 16,000 
to 20,000 bales goes to Calcutta for consumption by the mills there, the balance being exported direct from 
Eangoon to Europe Lancashire takes a good portion of this crop when the quahty is good * It is stated that 
largo quantities of Burma cotton go direct to Chma from the interior We have no agency in Burma 
Calcutta also receives from 80,000 to 100,000 bales of Oomras and Bengal cotton from up country stations, 
some for consumption by tho mills there, and some for export to Japan Fair quantities of stapled cotton 
go there also for mill consumption 

4770 (Mr Hodglinscm ) In talking about up country samples sent for valuation, I told you yesterday 
that they' should bo tw enty pounds samples pressed and sent by passenger tram For the Liverpooljvaluation 
of cotton, I VI ould recommend that a bale should be sent That is what we always do in our own business 
Wlien arbitrators adjudge samples for arbitration, they are always samples newly drawn from the bales 
That gives a good idea of the cotton If you get^a bale, you can draw a sample straight away and compare 
it with tlio type sample, the standard box or whatever you have to go on 
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4771 Punjab Aincnoan bus a better coloui tlian Cambodia llio losa in tim Won room I Hliould bi\, 
from jvbat I knoB, is more in Punjab ^\nicrioan than m Cambodia Iho staple of Cambodia is better on an 
aa eraeo 1 am referring to the Punjab Amcncan I ba\c setn up till non 1 have not seen tins jear s erop 
I should say that the Cambodia spins the biglior counts Cimbodia is stronger than Punjab American , 

so I understand from people hero , , , i i i r i i 

4772 The export of Indian eotlon to Japan last jcai uiis about thirlcen laklis of biles 


THh BOMBAY COTTON EXCBLANGE 

Examined at Bombvi, jANUAifi SOrn, 1918 

Writicn ^talemcnt siihmttted by tJn Hon’ble Mr Purshotamdas Thahirdas, M BE , ChairirMU oj the Board oj 

Directors, Bombay Cotton Exchange 

II — CO'niEBCIAE Astect 

4773 (30) Local trade customs — For local cotton trade custoin m Bombay m p enclose a cop\ of 
tlio *Rules and Regulations of tlio Bombay Cotton Excliango uliich state the customs and rules goicrning 
spot and fora ard transactions m cotton Changes m tlicso are made from time to time bj the Board of Dircc 
tors with the general eoncurronco of the various bodies interested in the eottoii trade of Bornbnj , t ii , Mill 
owners, mnlJ adams, brokers, Japanese shippers and the Bombaj Cotton Trade Association 

(2) Regarding marketing of the cotton crop in the districts, customs a arj m each district, and in smaller 
details, at oaeli market centre of a district It is presumed the Committee has got the neecssarj informa 
tion from each district it has \isitcd end honco it is not considered nccess rj to repe-'t this information here 

(3) Regarding the system of the oultiaators agenej for marketing of lapas in the districts, this also 
vanes in various districts. The intelligent oiiltiartor of the Surrt and Broach districts does not, as a rule, 
employ an agent to sell or market his kapas If ho does not or cannot sell his lapas from his residence, ho 
markets it himself and sells it to the highest bidder on that daj Ho rccoa ers the cash font immcdiatdv 
On the other hand the ryot of the Uiutcd Provinces or ICiiandcsh sends his kapas to his aratya or commis 
Sion agents for sale and pajg him a commission for tho same These aratyar, ulicrcacr tliC} arc inflaential 
and ■« oalthj , are aralyas or commission agents tor biia ers also, and this dual capacitj of theirs exposes them 
to a oonsidorable temptation 

4774 System of advances — The sjstom of adaances to cultivators on their lapas divides itself into 
two chief parts Tlio first is advances against staneling crops before tho crops are matured and tho other 
IS advances against actual lapas vihon marketed Regarding tho first, this sjstcm is geiicr''llj Known as 
“ jalap ” and means tho rjot estimating tho-oulturn from Ins field and soiling the same to the sahnlar at 
a rate equivalent to anything from Rs 30 to Rs 100 per lliandx of cotton lower thru the rate prevailing lu 
Bombay Against this sale tho sahukar advances him 50 to 100 per cent of tliQ cost of tho kapas so bought 
Tho risk of such a buyer is twofold Firstlj, tho risk of unforcscon mm of tho crop quantitativ elj and 
secondly tho risk of unforeseen damage to tho quality of tho crop bv untimely r^iii or frost Tins sjstem 
was very prevalent twenty joars back Tho Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act considerably discouraged 
this practice, but it still prevails to a f nr extent Tliero is a gooil deal to bo srid against this practice of jalap 
But, in recent years, when tho prices of cotton maj bo said to have brol on rreords of anjthing up to the 
last fifty years, tho rjots thomsohos have shown great anxiety to avail themselves of rates vvhich appear 
to them to bo verj high All that could bo suggested cm this score is that co operativ e credit societies should 
undertake what tho village sahtil ar docs and should retain tho margin for thcmselv cs in exchange for the 
nsk that jalap operations entail on tho buj or As a matter of fact, 1 hav o not j et been able to comprehend 
why the various co operative credit societies have not done so till now in their districts. 

(2) The second mode of advances IS the ordinary method of advances against kapas brought to tho 
market and I am not aware of any particular disadvantage to tho rj ot in this 

(3) Regarding the advances made by Bombay commission houses against consignments bool cd to them 
it IS presumed that tho Commission requires no information as no complamt has been heard about tho same 

(4) I would, however, suggest tho necessity of starting agricultural banks in districts to enable oulti 
vators to hold their growths, when crops ai e matured IVhat happens at present is that, at tho time for pay 
ment of Government dues which is almost tho time when tho cotton crop matures, tho cultivator must 
sell his crop at whatever IS available to him irrespective of whether tho price leaves him a margm or not 
This was particularly clear durmg tho latter part ot tho y car 1914 and tho first few months of 1915 when the 
cotton prices were very close to cost price to cultivators In order to improv o tho condition of tho Indian 
ryot, it is absolutely' necessary to make r vailablo to tho cultivator means of financing his crop with adequate 
margin, of course Private enterprise cannot step in hero as tho first hen on a ryot’s crop is tho Govern 
ment dues But Government agricultural banks can well bo a sure safe method of protecting tho culti 
vator against slumps in prices It Is well known that such ngrioultiiral State banks have contributed 
very materially to the prosperity of the agriculturists (cultivator) in America and it is very necessary that 
the Government of India devise the same means for tho prosperity of tho Indian agriculturists One of the 
immediate advantages ot these agricultural banks will bo tho popularisation ot Government promissory 
notes m tho agricultural districts and perhaps a solution ot a groat financial question may bo forthcoming 
in tins direotion. 

4776 Future buying of contracts for kapas — Rotor to what is said above under “ Advances ” 

4776 Future buying of contracts for cotton — ^Tlus is done generally' by tho nuddlemon and I am not aw rre 
of any particular hardship to him in this 

4777 (31) Standardization of commercial names • — ^Regarding the oommoroial names of tho various 
grades ot cotton with which the Bombay market is acquainted rnd tho areas f^,om vvluoh these grades come, 
refer to pages 22 25 of tho Rules and Regulations of tho Bombay' Cotton Exchange criclosed hcrevnth As 
to whether these names of tho various grades are suitable or not, a good deal may bo said on both sides It 
has, however, been found that for tho purposes of a general cheek, the nomenclature of cotton according to 
geographical areas is most convenient Regarding tho last question m this paragraph, exporters to Japan 


•Not printed 
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and Europe do, from year to year, Bell cotton according to their standards, irreapeotivo of the area fromaihioh 
the cotton may come, the main anxiety of tho buyer being to get exactly ■svhatJio hrs bought, and of the 
seller to retam lus customer, -nhioli necessitates careful selection of the parcels shipped against sales It 
may be said that the local mills have not yet taken to this mode of buymg and tho exporter buvcr mil never 
take to it if he has the necessary facility for buving m up country markets 

ITT — Stattstioal 

4778 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — ^Tlie cotton forecast rs at present published is more 
accurate^than it used to be, say, five years back I "would, hoivever, suggest that if a forcast is to bo of any 
value the system in vogue in the Agricultural Department in America should be followed — 

In Amerioa the persons sendmg returns of the condition of the crop send, not their opinion, but facts, 
e g , size of plants, condition of soil, distance between plantain tho fields, etc , and this information is filled 
in cards printed for the purpose All this intorm''tion is tabulated by the superior officers and tho result 
IS very different from the result of reports by people -who report by fits and starts and without ha"ving any 
fixed iuies on uliich to report 

■^4779 (34) Improvement of other statistical information — Tlie cotton press returns ns at present pub 
Iished are most incomplete and ns such constitute a waste of public money Tlie return for the year ended 
31st August shows tho total number of bales at less than what was imported in Bombay during that year and 
it IS difficult to understand vhrt purpose the publication of such returns can servo except to prove from u eck 
to week that press owners are not sending in their figures I do not think it necoss'ry to publish anj 
returns unless they include figures from a large majority of factories concerned On the other hand, tho 
Meekly figures of arrivals of layas and cotton as published bj tho Agricultural Depsrtment, Centrcl Pro 
Vinces, are useful and interesting and may bo v ell kept up It may bo suggested tli^t it Mould be best to 
lieve the Government officers issuing various returns in close touch Mith tho commercial commumty at each 
centre, viz , at Bombay for cotton, at Karachi for wheat, and at Calcutta for jute, etc * 

4780 (35) Pubhcation of Liverpool and Bombay prices — Tlie daily publication of Liverpool and 
Bombay cotton prices at up country markets seems to have a charm for many people I am emphaticallj 
of the opinion that such a publication of prices avail, without a close and continued watch on tho same, more 
often than not, be misleading not only to the middlemen upcountrj , but more so to the rj ot Smeo tho 
outbreak ot war, the sympathetic fluctuation between the Liverpool and Bombay prices has completely 
disappeared owmg to various reasons, as for example, rise m freight, war risk insurance rate, etc Even 
fluctuations between up country and Bombay markets ate often unconnected o-wmg to tho frequent stop 
pages of railway booking and consequent depletion of stocks in Bomba'v of particular varieties at the 
time of settlement or uhen a feu steamers may be loading for, saa, Japan 

(2) Even in normal times, I submit that great c''re -will have to be taken m watching tho quotations 
given to tho up country markets If the Liverpool spot quotation is to be given, it must not bo overlooked 
that there are, at severrl times in each year, cither squeezes or depressions, owing tolocal conditions of stocks 
in the Liverpool market Such fluctuations, therefore, in tho spot market would only be of local interest 
there, and may be quite misleadmg to a set of people who are not ordinarily acquainted with influonceE 
govermng broad Western merkets Tins applies to quotations of forward deliveries m Liverpool too, and 
I would submit that to give a correct idea of the course of the market from the Liverpool quotations, a 
good watch "will have to bo kept continuously to avoid any of the misleading inferences mentioned above 

(3) Eegarding the Bombay prices, people in favour of same being publislied in market centres up country 
ordinarily want tho “ Good Broach ” price which at best is a hedge contract most susceptible to unjustified 
depressions and premiums It has many a tune happened that tho difference between April Broach and, 
Eine Akola or Erne Bengal or Erne Kliande4i, January, which, in a month of July, is in favour of Broach 
vamshed by November or December, and frequently Akola for January is at a premium over Broach for 
April Thus, therefore, the “ Good Broach ” quotation too has great possibilities of being misle"ding 

(4) It may bo contended then that we should give m each market the quotation in Bombaj for tho quality 
available in that market It must be remembered that in Bombaj the quotations are for “ Eine,” “ Eullv 
Good,” or “ Good ” by class Tho quotations also vary according to deliveries a following month’s delive'ey 
usually being at a discount over tho previous one'" If it bo proposed to giv e quotations for “ Erne ” class, 
and if the actual arrivals be for “Superfine ” or “Fully Good,” the quotation will not be anj guidance 
for the seller g,t all It has to be borne in m nd that the middleman up countrja shrew d as ho is, is not yet 
on an average able to judge apjiroximately the class of cotton The ryot to mj' mind, is hopelessly 
Ignorant of it The Bombaj prices, therefore if they are at all to be published up countcj' w ill have to bo 
for the quality of the oottorf of tho distnct and of the class which tho average crop of tho season represents 
or preferably of tho class show n by average receipts of tapis m the market and further, for tho deliverj 
w hioli can safely be available to tho buyer up countrj on a particular day If those precautions are tal en, 
there may not be the same risk of misleading up countrj markets with quotations of the Bombay market 
but M ithout them I am stronglv opposed to up country markets being flooded with Bombay quotations 
which do not bear on tho commodity offered then* for sale 

(5) I believe that the keen competition existing at present m every mojwsil market ot importance or 
of fair size, always procures to tho sellers in these markets tho very fullest rates justified by demand in not 
only Bombay but in such an important consuming market as Japan too 

IV — klAHUFAcrurr 
(ft) Gmnmg and Pressing 

4781 (36) Type and number of gins and presses —The class of gins ordinarily used in India is 
tho roller gin, single and double, as suitable to each district On the Hubh and Dharw ar sides, saw gms are 
used, but except in these districts saw gins are never used and carrj a certam prejudice with them As to 
the presses, the ordinary class used is the steam full press m ith either a compound or separate finisher A 
few of what are known as Cummins presses are also used The chief advantage of Cummins pressed bales 
IS the saving in space caused bj' them and owing to high freight to Europe since the outbreak of the war, 
Cummins pressed bales fetch a premium ot from Rs 10 to Es 12 a thandi from buyers exporting to Europe 
These Cummins presses would have multiplied v cty fast, but there is a special prejudice that cotton pressed 
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in Cummins presses has its fibre mjured m the process of pressmg, and even at present JapanMO mills sen 
ously object to bales of smaUer measurement than tho one about giving 27 tons per 100 bales (Bombay 

Chamber’s scale) t, i •, l r-n m _ 

4782 (37) Sizo o£ tale — ^The usuil size of bales handled in tho Bombay market as 50 ms X lo us 


4783 (38) Saw-giils versus roller gins — I am of the opinion that whils^roller gins are very suitable 
to the staple in the Indian deshi cotton, both short and long stapled, saw gins, n hilst tummg out a much 
cleaner Imt, pla> havoc with the actual body of the lint, presumably owing to the short staple m the lint 

4784 (39) Effect of saw-gms on Indian cotton — ^Till now saw gins have not been successful nitli 
Indian cottons except m the districts mentioned m paragraph 4781 above The objection to saw gins is 
mentioned in paragraph 4783 above I am aware of an onterpnsmg exporting firm having bought a factory 
of sav gins very cheap, somewhere in the Punjab, but even they are reported to have given up the experi 
ment as their buyers in Europe Mere not satisfied with the condition in which the Imt reached them, oven 
though the lint was much cleaner It is possible that there may be a conservative prejudice agamst saw 
ginned lint, but to destroy tins prejudice manj'- experiments and trials are needed 

4786 (40) Factory labour — Great difficulty in obtaining factory labour has been experienced durmg 
the lost five years Wages have gone up by a hundred per cent, in several districts, and even then factory 
labour is not available to the full extent, especially uhen crops are good I fully remember jears when cul 
tivators paid for labour to pick lopas in fields something mote than what was available m guming factories 
m addition to one meal Higher wages for factory labour are responsible for increase in ginning charges and 
dearth of labour resulting in partial or irregular working of ginning factories also increases the cost of ginning 
I do not anticipate any material improvement m this state of affairs and feel that it is neoesary to devise 
some means of automatic feeding of gins as in America, I have made certain inguiries in this direction but 
I am not jet ready to fit a ginmng factory with automatic feeders I, however, feel that if the dearth of 
labour experienced m the last five years continues, it is absolutely necessary to devise system of automatic 
feeding for gins • 

4786 (41) Condition of cotton — ^If the words “raw cotton” in this question mean cotton m any 
but full pressed bales (t c , m half pressed and three quarter pressed bales) the w ofd “ factory ” m this 
question can only refer to a press factory If on the other hand, “ raw cotton” means lapos, the w ord 
‘ factory ” stands for “ ginmng factorj ” There is no difference of opinion that at times both Lapas and raw 
cotton, i e , unpreissd lint, do reach factories in an objectionable manner , as a rule this is part oularly so in 
the case of cotton w here the middlem n delivers agamst future contracts made at rates lower than those 
rulmg at the time of delivery bpeakmg generally also, the ordinary temptation to mix is always present 
wherever Iapa« of two qualities is easily avadablo ' 

(2) Eegarding tho ryot’s objectionable way of marketing kapas, the habit of bringmg m kapas so wot 
that water can be squeezed out of it is a standing complaint m many a market At Chandausi and Etawah, 
my firm’s experience has been that out of one maund of Ispospaid for, only thirty seers is the actual quant ty 
available within a few hours of drying the kapas m tiie sun The kapas, before it is marketed, is exposed to 
the night’s dews and then loaded m carts This evil w as so bad that several times agents of Bombay fii^s 
at Etawah made efforts not to buj' such w et lapas, but influential aratyas, who played tho double part of 
sellers and buyers (aratyas referred to in paragraph 4773), frustrated tlie combination and refused to 
handicap w ct arrivals of kapas 

(3) My opmion is that, as a first and most harmless step towards prevention of reckless mixmf of kapas 
and cotton of various growths, and of watering of kapas and cotton, something on the following Imes should 
be done — 


(1) Carnage by rail or bj sea of kapas orbf lint cotton in any but full pressed bales should be totally 

prohibited by statute except where the consignee is a null owner from whom proper guarantees 
should be taken that ho w ill not sell same m any but full pressed boles This should cause no 
hardship to genume honest trading m cotton and w ill at once check the reckless inter district 
mixmg of cotton or lapas 

(2) Ginning and pressing factories should be licensed by Government, the license fee bemg small and 

'the control of the factories being vested m Government, action ^eing taken by Government 
on the recommendation of a strong select committee of persons interested in the cotton trade 
and not otherwise This small committee should organise similar committees of control in 
market centres up country from amongst buyers and sellers there These tw o measures, though 
neither thorough going nor complete in themsdves, vv ill go far to divest ilie cotton trade of some 
of its most exasperating practices at present prevailmg and even the cotton cultivation will 
benefit materially by it 

(4) The scheme outlined above has the special feature of freeing tho trade from the control of inspectors, 
vihioli was such a grave source of complaint during tho operation of the Cotton Frauds Act At tho same 
time, I behev e that it w ill have more or less the desired effect in ns much as -that a committee of local 
merchants m any market centres would not tolerate any senous breach of the rules and regulations, as the 
same would mean a certain advantage to tliat person m trade, at tho same time the committee would be 
able to bring defaulters to hook without harassing honest traders I would make the Bombay oommitteo 
fully representative of persons and firms buying in the districts and this organisation should, to my mmd, 
servo both Government and the trade faiily 

4787 (42) Effect of replacement of short staple cotton by long staple — J do not anticipate any substantial 
alteration of machmery m gins or presses in India if any large quantity of short staple growth were 
substituted by long staple growth provided that the same be i/cs/ii, i c , provided no exotic seed is in 
troduoed 


V — General ' 

4788 (48) Attitude of buyers to Improved cottons — ^Buyers have been prepared to pay a premium 
for long stapled cotton ov er short stapled one It cannot be denied that local mills have always been show 
mg discrimination in this diieotion but the difficulties have perhaps been that the average run of agents of 
biij ers up oountrj have not been thorough gomg and pains taking enough in their efforts m the districts to 
secure the pure staple growth even though the same maj have been avadkble at a small extia cost and some 
personal trouble 
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(2) I may quote here the instance of my firm’s handling the Surat Farm lapas growth since 1913 immcd 
lately after the Bombay Syndicate failed w ith it I have been paying for that jMpas a net premium of fir o 
percent and have never found difficulty in selling the lint simultaneously to a local mill arhich has never 
repented the purchase but has always asked for more of the same quahtj 

4789 (3) Indigenous long staple versus exotic cottons — ^Regarding the general question of long versus 
short staple cotton, my own opimon is that, at this stage, the best efforts of the Government should be 
restricted to preserving the indigenous long staple cotton Ido not claim anj authentic knowledge regard 
mg the result of exotic seed in Indian soil but my information is that this is not likelj to thnv e under the 
chmatic, economic and other conditions of Indian agriculture Perhaps the exotic seed maj bo experimented 
w ithin areas with irrigation, but for the rest of the districts immediate attention is necessarj regarding 
measures to prevent deterioration In existmg qualities and to reintroduce, as far as feasible, tho old 
indigenous stapled seed of each district 

(2) Whilst on this subject, I w ould hke to quote from a lecture delivered by Sir George Watt m London 
in April 1904 — 

“ The Government of India, he said in conclusion, tried improvement of cotton by acclimatisation 
of the triumphs of other countries for nearly a century The result may bo said to bo 
that every known cotton exists to day in some parts of India O hirsulum is the saw ginned 
Dharw ar cotton of the Deccan, Bourbon cotton is to some extent cultivated in South India 
Other forms exist os garden curiosities and a few have escaped into tho hedgerows and 
waj sides They have been abandoned because found unsuited to India, and thus have become 
naturalised But the practical results of a century of acclimatisation have been remarkably 
little On three different occasions experiments on a large scale were conducted, but if 
anything the quality of the Indian staple fell back rather than improved 

“ On many occasions, I have upheld the opinion that by far tho most rational and hopeful course 
would be to attempt improvement by natural selection in direct adaptation to local climatic 
and soil conditions For this purpose tho mdigenous or long acclimatised plants should pre 
ferably be used to freslily imported stock But, as already explained, the proverty of tho 
Indian cultivators throws on the Government the entire responsibility of tho requisite experi 
nients, which to bo a success, would have to he sunultaneously performed in each important 
cotton growing centre and conducted by trained experts 

“ One of the foremost contentions that I have endeavoured to press on your attention this afternoon 
might be said to be the necessity for more accurate study botanically and physiologicallj , of 
tho cultivated and wild species of the Qossyptum We should not only bo able to identifj 
every form of cotton but bo in a position to say whether or not cottons proposed to bo oxperi 
niented with in this country or that stood a reasonable chance of success We are at present 
grossly Ignorant of the most ordinary particulars regardmg the botany and historj of tho cottons 
And this state of affairs cannot be remedied by herbarium work ” 

Supplementary ■written statement suhmiUed ly the Hon’ble Mr Furshotamdas Thalurdas, M Chairman 

of the Board of Directors, Bombay Cotton Exchange 

4790 Preamble — ^I have already sent through the Bombay Cotton Exchange my views on questions 
Nos 30 and following of the questions issued by the Cotton Committee Hereunder I beg to put before tho 
Committee my views regarding the whole question of improvement in grow mg and marketing of cotton m 
India It is said of Indian cotton that it is sown anyhow, grown anyhow and mixed anyhow Tins charge 
against Indian cotton is a very hackneyed charge, repeated rather frequently 

4791 -Mixing of cotton in the field — Regarding the sowmg of the crops, it is now conclusively proved 
that durmg tho last few years, even the Agricultural Departments have been encouragmg growth of seeds 
that yield largest quantities with best outturns quantitatively irrespective of the staple in each case From 
letters that passed between the local Cotton Trade Association and the Bombay Agricultural Department m 
May last, you will see that, m tho Broach District, tho goghari seed has been encouraged by tho Agricultural 
Department in preference to the desht long stapled seed, on the ground that tho former yields a better return 
to tho cultivator This impression of better return from the shorter stapled seed is a fallacy This fallaoj 
mil contmue as long as there is, in tho district, longer stapled lint available to the middlemen with which 
to mix tho shorter growth No sooner the longer stapled growth disappears, it mil bo found that tho shorter 
stapled Imt is not in demand on the same parity Tho precedents for this are not absent, the history of tho 
Muthia(}no//ito) crop in Kathiawa being a most eloquent example of this I would therefore very strongly 
recommend that, in every district, the Government should recommend the Agricultural Departments to 
encourage the growth and retention of the seed of the long stapled variety of the district 

(2) It may bo of interest to pve hereunder the views of tho Bombay Agricultural Department regardmg 
theoonditionsdurmgthelasttenyearsasfar as mixmg of seed in tho fields is concerned Wmtmg to tho 
Chamber of Commerce in 1906, Sir Fletcher, Deputy Director of Agriculture, says as under — 

“ Ever smee I came to India some 2J jears ago, I have had tho question of admixture of cotton under 
constant -observation, and I may say thet, except to a small extent in the Alimedabad and Dhar 
'' war districts, I have never seen a field of cotton of Surteo Broach, lumpta or saw ginned Dhar 

/ war that oontamed more varieties of cotton than one It may be taken for granted that tho 

varieties growm in the Surat and Broach districts at least are grown pure, and that any admixture 
that IS found takes place after the lapas has left the cultivator’s hands ” 

In 1917, the Director of Agriculture writes as under — 

" South Cwjarat — ^Tlie cotton in the Broach Surat tract is identical except for the fact that the climatic 
conditions favour a longer staple in tho south (Navsan) and a shorter staple in the north (Broach), 
mth Surat intermediate between tho two in point of staple There is one other fact, however, to 
be considered, oiz , that in the Broach district, there is, m the field, a considerable adnuxturo of 
goghari cotton, which has a higher ginnmg percentage but a considerably shorter staple In some 
parts of tho Broach district tho admixture is about half and half, and since tho buyers buy almost 
exclusively on a consideration of the ginmng percentage, this Department is produemg for the 
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cultivators seed of a pure strain of high ginning goghan cotton, hecanso that fetches the best price 
In Surat, the admixture of goghan is much less and this Department aims there at producing seed 
of pure strains of Surat cotton of -nhich the staple 13 at Ica-it as good as Surat but the ginmng 
percentage higher ” , ' 

(3) Theie certainly has appeared in recent ^ears a genuine desire on tho part of local mills to buy stapled 
cotton if available at a certain premium over tho short and mixed stuff Tliere is a good deal to be desired 
111 the ways and the systems of the buyers’ agencies up country, but this may safely bo expected to adjust 
itself before very long TOiat should be done by tlio Government is— 

(1) encouragement to tho ciiltivatoi to grow the indigenous long staple of each district, „ 

(2) prevention of facilities to mix groivths of other districts, 

(3) orgamzation of a market system at each important cotton centre on tho lines of the market 

system in the Berais 

(4) Kegarding (2) above, I enclose a copy of a Note (Annexuro I) prepared by mo for the Director of 
Agriculture, Bombay, in April 1917, which shons my views in detail I am fully alive to tho remark that 
the remedy suggested by mo in my Note enclosed hcrointli will not check mixing of various groivths ui 
each district I suggest no check on carnage of Lapas from one distiict to another by carts This is because 
it 13 not easy to check this without having a big staff of Inspectors and other low paid Government 
servants to keep a watch, and I am not prepiicd to expose tho trade to this class of Government servants 
I would, however, try the easily available remedy "nd watch tho results 

(5) It may heinterestmg to tho Committee to know that a few enterprising Cliiols in ICathiawar penalized 
exports of raw / apas from their limits in any form but of full pressed bales about 1911-12 Tlio ginmng 
and pressing w as done in tho States’ own limits and m State owned factories At tho commencement, 
criticisms w ere heard regarding the States making money out of ginmng and pressing charges on their 
ryots’ lapas But the not result of it all has been that tlio quality of tho growth m these States has 
improved remarkably and has inspired the buyers with consideiably confidence m cotton commg from 
these States In one of these Nativ o States, I know that tho jMuthia {malhto) has totally disappeared and 
long stapled growth has been taken to to tho advantage of both tho glowers and tho consumers 

4792 Exotic growths — ^I am not in favour of exotic seed being tried m India Tlio following quotation 
from an article written in 1903 on cotton cultivation may bo given hero — 

“The crux of Jlr Mollison’s argument is that there is overj hope of improving tho quality of Indian cotton 
from within Exotics have proved over and over again a failure But tho experiments with tho 
cross fertilization of indigenous varieties show that it is best to persovere with that process lake 
the practical man that he is, ho recommends that * no attempt be made to extend cultiv atmn boj ond 
small demonstration farms until it is absolutely proved that superior varieties, which ernbo grown 
without risk, have been produced ’ Tlus is the right w ay to proceed But the question is 
whether he is likely to find those ‘ practical agriculturists ’ m overj provmoo who will ‘ conscien 
tiously supervise the work ’ Howevei, wo wish tho experiments on the present Imcs every success 
and congratulate both Mi Mollison and Professor Gammie, and hope they will soon have made 
sufficient headway to encourage them to establish seed forma m every cotton growing district 
But ev'en then tho question will still romam whether the economic condition moanwliile of tho 
cultivator will so far undergo betterment as to enable him to buy the seeds wluoh the farms may 
distribute and whether ho will obtain that manure which is so absolutely essential for the purpose 
of givmg tho more productive results we wish for Tlio farms ore conducted on soientifio prmci 
pies, with ample manure But the farms of the mass of cotton cultiv ators cannot be so cultivated 
for many years to come Has tho Inspector General of Agrioulturo token mto account tho 
ordmary conditions of cultivation by the ryot 7 T’liot is indeed an important factor in tho matter 
df futurp improvement The experimental forms should try to cultivate cotton as tho cultivators 
themselves do, and see how far they succeed with their cross fertilization and other modes of 
operation to improve the mdigenous varieties ” ' 

4793 Necessity jor a Central Cominittee — ^Tlio extravagant and thoughtless mixmg of deshi and American 
hapas m Smd is most exasperatmg and should bo stopped vntLout any delay To do this effectively and 
without renewing tho complamts made at tho time of tho Cotton Erauds Act, 1876, it is necessary to have 
control on the trade through merchants, and I see no other channel for it except through committees of 
sellers and buy ers m districts controlled by a Central Committee of responsible men m the cotton trade in 
Bombay Tlus Committee will have to work on fixed Imes but they will have mtimate knowledge and 
experience of trade requirements and piactices and should be able to bring about a healthy check on mixmg 
and watering of kapas and cotton and otherwise safeguardmg tho cultivators’ mterests too 

4794 Pools — In my evidence, giving replies to several questions of tho Committee, I have made clear 
the manner m wluoh the mterests of the cultivator could bo safeguarded by co operative credit societies 
advancmg them money on standing crops mstead of middlemen doing the same I have also mdioated 
that agricultural banks could be started by Government to the benefit of the cultivators, enablmg them to 
hold theur crops m case of slumps or any combination amongst merchants to buy at cheap rates Tliere is 
an impression, however, that ginmng and pressmg pools are a source of considerable loss to cultivators 
I have several returns supplied to me by agents of a few leadmg gmmng and pressmg factory compames 
which I enclose herew itli I submit that, on the avhole, the impression of gin and press oivners havmg 
made large profits from their operations is erroneous Tw o of these leadmg companies mform me that their 
earmngs durmg the last ten to twelve years from ginmng and pressmg have not yielded more than six to 

' seven per cent Anyway, from practical experience, I am convinced that, on tho whole, the gm and press 
owners have not done badly by the cultivators, and, for tho future, if tho power of oontrollmg the erection of 
new factories m cotton districts be vested m the Central Committee, recommended by me above, I do not 
consider any further steps necessary m this dnection 

4795 Expansion of the Agricultural Department — ^I thmk it is very necessary that the Agricultural 
Department should have, on their staff a large number of well framed and educated Inspectors, etc , who 
could talk to the cultivators m their own language and convmce them of what is to their own good I have 
experience of how an Indian officer of the Agricultural Department has succeeded m influencmg the ryots 
to their own great benefit and I w ould strongly recommend that if prompt progress is desired a large 
number of Indian officers should be added to tho higher staff of Agricultural Departments all over India , 
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Xotr on tinjirot email i;i tiajyle of liuUan collon -prtjmred for the Director of Agncultvre, Bombay [vide 

paragraph 470 J {4)2 

1 he question of impro\ tment in the staple of Indian cotton hog been engaging the attention of the Gorern 
nient of for some jtan? jiast and largo sums of nionej lir\o already been spent in expenmonta m this 
direction The ljomba\ Oo\crnmcntlia\c started apccuil terms m the Agricultural Department for the pur 
po*io and scatrai aerj abjo oflicere fiaae been Qxperiiiiciiting on them 

2 Hie niin in this Note is not to aiiggcst hou these expenmenta maj bo improved but to suggest a tea 
siblo prcventiwi measure against further deterioration of the natural staple of cotton in each district It 
nail bo conceded that prevention is bettor than cure 

1 Ihe Ivathiavvar crop which, jeara back, was all a stapled crop has had the Mutliia [maihto) seed in 
(Toduced there and to dav a largo percentage of the Kathiawar crop is Muthia Tlio difference in price of the 
two V aneties to dav is at li asl Bs 75 per kliandi (tvv o full pressed bales) 

I Tile Jalna, Jiarsi, I’arbhani and Ivandir crops from His Highness the Nizam’s Dommions suffer tern 
hlv from nnxturi of fhort and long stapled growths. Boports of Mr Ivtnnj, Director of Agriculture, Hy 
dinhad, are virj tdling on this point 

ij Tlic Broach < rop has dccidtsllj gone down in staple during the last ten j cars Even m years of nor 
mal and bountiful minfall tho nverago staple of the cotton crop does not ghovv the usual length or stiength 
Tlic price of Broach in Bomliav, when not supported by spcculativ t operations, has been close enough to 
averigoBcrar cotton to jitg'ifj tho abov c named remarks. 

0 The bane of JiuIhu cotton trade IS thoughtless and indiscriminate mixing of cottons of long and 
, sliort staple, 'i Ills met hod of short sighted merchants has, ni the long rini, nev er paid them and hag curtailed 
thiir lurnov cr in mi rl its hko Bomb ij, ns mills and exporters dcgiring niimixcd long staple have resorted 
to the ro“on didnc's to "ociirc Kvmt I his mixing of cotton had attracted notice of tho Government in 
IbiT when the Cotton Frauds Acts was [lassed Tliat legal machincrj, however, wag a complicated one, 
giving tonsulcrvlilo powers to Inspectors and conseqcntlj exposing tho trade as a whole to real hardships 
Tiio Act was withdrawn in lfi78 

7 Liifurtuimti h the unserupiilous sliort sighted iiiirehaiil has liiily 1a1 en ton worse form of mixing 
He mixes lu^vts (scf-d cotton) fiisicad of collon Hits affords less chanco of dcltction according to his ideas 

8 kajw H broueht from shortir stapksl districts bv rad to tho better glaplwl one in wagon loads and 
IS thfrr giiimxl and mixril with tho licllcr gnmlh I\< art not concerned here willi what happens to this 
niixid lirt, but this niithiKl of mixing mlrotliieis the short stiplcd sccil m the long staple growing nrt,is and 
tin n ult I li if has Incii dc erilKsl in parargnpln i and 5 nhoic 

0 It IS r igui trsl th it (u) cimagi of lupsM bv ml gliould tu, prohibitisl tveeot for mills that have gma 
111 till ir null- to (.in i imi and guanutco that lint from the Injrta would ho coasumed m their mills and seed 
ilurefrom would bt p Id onlv fur ciltJc food or emsliing and not for sowing purposes, ft) tliat export and 
import of Ztijsn bv ctmntrv craft < would also lii similarlv eontrolhd 

10 I’owrrs will liavi to 1 h tc <rvid to lh< Covimor in Council or the Collector of a District to allow ox 
port of fujos III the cviiitiiahiv of new artos coming iiiidtr cotton not having local ginning facilities 

I’trsonallv, 1 believe that ndiqinte ginning facilitit's would lit available m each dtstricl as goon as it is 
Itiown that lilt local grow lli of i icli didricl must hi gmiud locallvslml an t xcejilion maj bo served hv powers 
nainisl nlxivi 

II Such a restnctioii is that Hiiggcstixl in paragnpli 1) above will prohibit, and clTeolivclj too, gucli 
bad iiiixiiit of Lafo* ns oi Brostb and '^tut'lla or of rarbliani and Kh tiuhsli Uht leas exasperating and less 
dan^,croiii mixing (tboiigh li^ no niiaiis less n proai liable ) of lajmc of various tliplcs m ono and tlit same 
district will lontiniH, r g , mixing of Sayan and Birdoli or Navsiin grow tbs m the Surat district, tho mixing 
of iTamhus,ar and Broach or Fahj iapas in the Broach dmlritts ihc prcveiilioii of tins is not as gmplo 
and d'H'ing a mflliod to do this witlimit ichoes of the grievances i xperiintcd hy the trade in the early 
iighiKs (Cotton 1 muds Act) bring liiard is difficult 

12 it IS a question windier the movcnient of cotton m half pixs td baits from ono district to another 
loo should not In i iimlarlv forhiddtn na a protection to Inivcra of cotton There is no reason why Myagaum 
enitton eliouhl hi pre'-sed at iSnrat or NavT-an But the protection afforilcd bv this will be to buyers of cotton 
and not to growt rs of the fcniiio More may, liiratvcr, be siid of this later if nectssarv 

1 1 However, it is aerv luxesiary that tile import of waste and (Iv m cotton districts (where there arc 
no mills riqiiirnig these articles) should bo prolnlntcd llicro is nbsoliittly no excuse for imports of these 
in the cotton growing districts of / iimpla and s.ivv gin Dlmrwar 


A^^^x^;nJ. II 

htattmaUn fhotnitg ginneng and pressing rales tn tartous centres to illiielrale Ihe eiorlctng of poofs 
(») Oinntng rates per palla at ihc undermeiilionrel stations during the ten seasons ending 30th June 4947 
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}l) XMoitMmidlVi^ ot tftrtoilts clnnln^ tatos note not IncrcnMiI tuoi'il Ii« ® 

lorm d The hijn r i}url«s tlio lant threo iwuMmu vtrt Mcianltatcd by nbiiorinal rise in tlic price ol stores nnd tbc 

ttliOur cbnie B tom up \cr> hlpb mhI thus the Incttrvst In rates UM not to sviell tlje profits of factory ouncrs 

(4) ft'niral l*ro>lnctB Governnw nt iia\int, adopted 392 Uis as tho for a the glnnlnp bictorUs had to follow suit, gU 

tug tip tho ofl/ituil 214 lbs , and had to jocrcaae tlKlr glnnlog rates to proportion 
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(ti) Pressing rates per hale at the undermentioned stations during the ten sea<!ons ending SOlh June 1917 
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The Hon’blo Mr Pobshotamdas TnAKUEDAS, met, end Mr IlrnOTE luii^iSET, rcprc'ientnlivOT 

of the Bonihiy Cotton Etolmiigo, cnllctl nntl oxnminotL , 

47D0 [Picsidcnl ) Mr PursMamdas Thalurda^—l think that there Ins lieen n delonorntion m cotton 
m recent years The deterioration has tioon marked in distriots vliich grou long Blaplo cotton Tliero has 
been a Btcadv deterioration due to the temptation to the middlemen to mix short staple cotton Mith long 
Btaolo Tho parts that haao been moat affected are Broach, Sural, a portion of Kathianar and fho nhok of 
the Nhzam’s Dominions more or less I think tho deterioration ha< been Bcnoiis What I haa o quoted in mj 
written oaidcnoo bIious tho ehange that has come about hetneen 1000 and 1917 In 1900 Mr neteliernaid 
‘‘I haao nearer seen a field that contained more varieties of cotton than one” In 1917, the ndmixtiirn in 
Broach cotton amounted to half and half In flomo parts of the Broach district, tho proportion of aliort 
Btaplo amounts to as miioh ns si\ta per cent As far na mixing in tho field m eoncerned it nns not half as bad 
in lOOG ns it is now Tho quabtj of tho Broach crop was dccidedlv better than it has been during tho 
last fire soars Tlio Broach crop of 1903 00 ns compared with Broach of to da\ was nometlimg bko Siirloo 
of to daj As a matter of fact, since 1911, 1 haao had to mal o a new tipe— m\ f 3 po is B U C — forlhepro 
Bont grow th of Broach Broach cotton of late a cars is bo low in staple that it can not possibly bo sold on the 
old t} pc, barring of course small quantities which m> agent soleota and keeps and gins and prer es soparateh 
4797 I am m faaour of agricultural banl-s ns supplemenfarv to co operatuo sociities Co operative Bocic 
ties can oiilj woik to a limited ext'-nt I think ngnenltiiral banks started bv Goicrnment would bo much 
bettor equipped for financing tho rvots IVliat I feel is that at present tho ryot is more or leas in a helpless 
comhtion his crop mnturts and llio Government dues have to bo paid There is tho Deccan Agriciiltiiml 
Kebct Act and, iii the tracts to which that applies, a cautious sn/iiilnr w ill not give any advance on standing 
crops iinlcbs lit'^otB possession of it The result is that the rvot has to sell liis stuff at the rate that is offered 
to him at tho moment Ho cannot hold out and so ho goes to tlm fahdnr and tho result is (hat tho heavy 
interest charges knock off a big slice from (h" price Until Bomethmg is done to help the ryot in (hat diric 
tion, I am afraid his condition v ill nev er improve In spile of the high range of rates that has lieen giv on for 
Ills produce during tho last few yearn ho has not bo''ii able to hold out I have not tlmiigllt out the details 
of tho agrioultiiral banks Tho eocuritv for loans would bo tho same as the seciirilv for Goveniinent dues 
That IS whv I say that Goveniinent alone can do it and that private banlui cannot do it The procedure for 
rccov orv w ould bo the saino ns that for rccov cry of arenrs of land revenue If the bank is a Gov ornnu nt bank 
It comes to (ho same thing as if Govornm''ul were reoovonng their own due? Of course, this will limit fho 
amount of tho loan to each indiv idual to the extent of (ho v able of the Btandiiig crop hat >s good i noiigli 
for tile ’inhular is much bettor for the Government The same difficulty existed m America before thev startl'd 
ngnoiiltural banks , there abo the cultivator was helpless I have not bean! of tho fate of the F^vptian bank 
I am in favojr of a omsidcrablo development of the co operative movement ns rapidlv ns possible but I am 
afraid that the development of co operation is rathernBlovv process The best men m the districtsnre not m 
fho CO overifivo movement Tlio popular idea is that it attracts tho best intellects but I am sorrv to differ 
from that 'ihey are not m it for various reasons , one is that thev do not want to bo responsible for tho nc 
tions of othors They hovo not sufficient voice But that is a matter which is more for oo operative people 
to discuss Tho real position is that tho financing of (ho ryot is very unsntisfactorv I ehoidd like ngricul 
tural banks and oo operative societies to develop sido by side 

4708 As to the quest on of forecasts, they arc better now than thev used to be Bometimo bad but thev are 
not as good as thov should be Tho reason for thqt is that the people m the districts aro not Biiftioiently 
interested in tho matter Tho Government have not yot Buccccdcd in intorcstmg (ho middlemen and tho 
cultivators I would very much like them to be interested by issuing these forecasts m the viuiaciilar as far ns 
tho districts aro concenicd and by distributing them and as! mg the middlemen and tho cultivators to compare 
the forecast w itli actual results I am also anxious that the method of collecting the figures Bhoiild bo more on 
Amonoan linos I do not know how things arc done nt present I flunk tho jieoplo who are askcvl to report 
should bo asked to report facts and not tlioir ow n opinions and from (heso facts tho necessary inferences should 
be diawn by tho head of tho Department 

4799 As to tho cotton ]ircssiiig returns, thov nro nbsoliiteh worthless They aro very incomiilcte 
In the month ending 31st October 1917, the total quantity pressed in Broach is put do \n ns C7,7C0 bales and 
the total quantity received in Bombay from Broioh till October 1917 is 77 9Qp bales Tjiero is therefore a 
difforciice of 20,000 baits between fho ]iies.s returns and tho notiml arrivals Then tlio”tlcspatchc3 by rail 
to ceiifics 111 0 Ahmedabad w litre there arc mills havo not been taken into consideration They aro bound to 
be incomplete , if tho Gov eminent cannot manage to get complete rctimis, their publication is worse 
than useless 1 am therefore in fay our of making submission of returns from press owners compulsory 

4800 I am not m favour of (ho publication of prices of good Broach cotton in up coimtry markets If it 

IS deeded to publish tlicni, they should not bo published without tho ohcoks (hat I havo mentioned in mv 
written evidence qs. 

4801 (Mr irodia ) Thcio is a big bhortago of long staple cotton m India and tho demand is increasing 
from year to year Japan is going in for st iple cotton now, and tho Bombay mills nro scrambling for it They ^ 
havo been going more for finer counts since the outbreak of tho w ar than tlioy did before Mills now send 
buyers up country under tho impression that if they do so, they will got pure stuff I do not know how far 
these men Bucoeed in getting pure stuff They have to take steps which thov used not to (ako before Tho 
cotton that is coming to Bombay now is coming in in a moio mixed condition that it used to do Tho grow th 
of short staple cotton in long staple cotton districts is iiicicasiiig It is certainly tho case that tho crop has 
deteriorated because more slioit staple stuff has been iiitroduccd in tho districts which grow longer staple 
cotton and there is therefore tho more temptation to tho middlomcn to mix I have slatcil in my written 
evidence that short staple cotton is replacing long stnplo m Kathiawar Long staple m Kathiawar is steadily’ 
decreasing Matlno has replaced tho long staple m somo parts of Kathiaw ar so that (hero is no complaint 
there about mixing 

4802 I think that, during the last five years, tho premium paid for long Btaplo cotton has been fairly’ ado 
quatc Looking at tho ditTerenocs between short staple and long staple, this dificrenco has widened ycry 
much 111 favour of the long staple dining the last five, years Once the whole crop is short staple, ns it is bound 
to be m coumo of time it it I'^not clieoktd and ns his already hnpjiened m (ho case of malhio, then tho range 
of prices will at once fall to the piico av ailablo for tho short staple stuff I do not think tliat it would bo 
Bound policy for the A^ioulliiral Dopartnunt to give out short staple seed I think that whnt tho Agrioul 
tural Dcpaitment should do is to pemuade tho cultjvatois to go in for tho long-staple seed and to give them 
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facilities for ginning and marketing the long slaiilc cotton BcparakU and the trade \x oidd respond I am fcuro 
(hat (ho trade anil pay and has paid during (ho 1 ist fiat jeira the metssara pruumm to inal o it aioith aahiio to 
groM long staple cotton Tlio vliolo diffioultj is that it shoidd be kept pure Ihat can bo done in p^(^tnt 
conditions bj the influence of the Agricultural Dcpirtratnt, if the Agrieulturd OLpirtnitnt has an adcqiuto 
number of superior staff a\ho take an interest m (ho cultiaators’ nifairs and persuade them that if tliea groia 
long staple cotton, keep it soparatelj and market it separatela, then thca anil get the nccc^-sirj priinuim for 
It, they aull got that premium and aiill keep on getting it The best test of (hat is uhat has hajijienod in (ho 
Surat district 1 haao described this in m> aantten caidcncc The Agricultural Iiisiioctor there has been in 
very close touch aiith the cultivators and these cultiaators haae continued to grow the farm seed flhi pio 
duoo IS brought pure to the gins and the buj ors haa e aln aj s pa d them fla e per cent eatia 'J he she rt stnjilo 
seed, aahieh is knoain m Broach as gogliari seed, must bo stopped totallj ba Goa eminent If the short stajlo 
cotton IS marketed soparatcl 3 , there ai ill a orj soon be a plethora of short st iplo slufi and the rcsidt ai ill bo tho 
same ns aaith m^lhio I am, therefore, of opinion that tho Agricultural Department should not, ns far ns pos 
siblo gia 0 out seed of short staple cotton because in the long run such a policj aa ould bo fatal to the cultivators,' 
though they may tcraporarilj get avliat look like bigger prices The eonipar son betaaecn the prices of short 
staple and long staple as given by tho Director of Agriculturo in the Centrd Provinces, appeirs to ho for a 
tract in aahieh long staple cotton is not tho indigenous protliict of tho district but has been introduced into n 
tract aalnoh has been groaiing ordmarj fair staple I do not knov, how the comparison aaould aiork out for a 
tract like (hat But 1 haa o aa orked it out in disti.cts like Bioich and Surat and ca en ui tho Alzam’s Dominioas 
and tho apparent benefit to tho oultia ator for grow mg short staple there is due, as I haa c said, to the high price 
that ho gets for the short staple staff hcoauso tho middleman can mi\ it with the long staple I haao no wish 
to change tho avholo of India into a long staple cotton tract Rosntm has been intioduced rcccntlj but it is 
pretty close to tho old fair staple Oomra seed — not tho new but the old one 'ilio deteriorition from the old 
ordmary ICbamgaon Akola seed to roscum is not so marked but the deterioration from tho old bant (ghat) 
lapas to rescum is very marked 

4803 I nm very strongly of opinion that there should bo a legal prohibition of the transiiort of Jajas 
bj rail from one district to another There is absqlutely no necessity for lapas or seed cotton transport 
Every district has got a ginning factory aahieh makes it unnecessary for tho kajHis to bo carried from one dn> 
tnct to the other I admit that there may be stray cases of lapas being^ earned bv carts from one 
district to another but the middleman up country docs it only up to a ccrlam distance A man might 
transpoit lapas from Agra to Broach but that is not a thmg that an ordmary middleman aa ould do Prohi 
bition aa ould proa enfc lapas being earned from Bengal to Hubli or of matho coming to Broach by sea 
That is a flagrant misuse of the transport facilities Jly point is that the bulk of tho worst mixing would 
bo stopped if tiansport by rad and sea were prohibited and that the trouble arising from transport Iby carts 
av ould not bo so groat This could bo looked after by tho local committees avhioh I haa o suggested Diaaca 
copy of tho notification issued by tho Nizam’s Govommont aery lately under w hioh damping^has been iii ido 
a criminal offonoo in that State They have not taken any stops to prevent transport by calls 'Iho 
officer m charge thought tliat avius not a a cry easy matter 

4804 I have referred in my avntten ovidonoo to tho os.f ravagant and fraudulent mixing of Punjab Amci ican 
aaith dcshi Smd Punjab Tho difficulty is that Punjab American is aery badly mixed aaith the drshx short 
staple stuff aa hioli is known hero aa Smd Punjab cotton Punjab Amor cm lias never been put on tho maiket 
as a separate article I have soon some that vans much loss mixed than whit is obUinablu in the mirket 
I aaould not say that I haao aeon it absolutely pure I won’t say that I eould tell exactly tho percent ago of 
mixture m tlio cotton Wiou tho mixture differs by ten per cent more or less one could a aluo tho cotton and 
say that tins lot aaaa bettor staple (ban that I have handled Punj ib ^Vmenoau It would be aery difficult 
to say what tho exact poroontago of mixture vans but it is not very diflicult to siy that one lot 1 1 more mixed 
than another I am always able to say whetlior a lot is up to the stindard of the sainjilo halo or not 
Allow anoo has been as liigli as Ks SO to GO per lhandi The allow aneo w as for st iple and not for cla'^s 

4805 There is no class for Punjab American but aac name tho stations from a liioh cotton should bo dcs 
patched to bo tondorable against Smd Punjab The presumption is that Punjab Amoriean comes from stations 
in the Punjab Wo go on revising tlieso stations fiora time to time If you look up tlic rules for flao years 
back,* the number of stations aa as much smaller then than it is today Uc should be piepiied to male a 
separate class for stations in tho Punjab Inclusion of stations is b iscd on the f ct tl at there is a press at the 
station 

480G In order to prevent mixing and adulteration iny suggestion is that factories should be licensed 
Tho penalty aa ould bo the aa ilhdraw al of tho hccnee for persistent ind friudulont mixing and for anv Fenotis 
inisdcinoanour Whether the hoense should be aaithdrawn iflci the fii-bl offence or not aaould depend on the 
rialinx) of that offence If the first offcrioe aa as of a serious nature, 1 aa ould not hesitate to w ithdriw tho license 
It aa ould all depend on tho recoininondation of tho local coiumittco I \a ould leaa e it in tho h iiids of the louil 
Committee 'iliey would-nuke recommendations to tho central commiUeo nr Bombay wbieu aaould make 
tho final recommendations to Goaomment I would like tlio ccnti il committeo to bo a jiurcly advisory body 
but I aaould not liko tlio Goaorniueut to take any action independent h of tho re-commeiidalions of the ceiilnl 
ooiumitteo Wh at I suggest is lli at Goa cnamciit shouKl t iko action on tho rccommoi'dations of the ceiilr d 
oommittco just ns they lofc on the recominoudalion of Coniniis,sioiicrs and Collectors 

1807 There aio certain districts aahoro the aaeiglits used are had but there arc others where tho ryot 
looks aftei hinistlf A gie at deal depends on tho iiitelligeneo of tho cultia ator I would iiiako it a toiidi 
tion of licensing that stand ird aa eights should bo used 'Iliere would bo no objcotioii to that at all Here in 
Colaha wo haao standard Weights, similarly m Broach, Surat and Ivliandesh I haae experience of weigh 
bridges Wcighbiidges are more convenient when the receipts arc large Weighing by otdnury scales 
takes moiG time When a man wants to cheat, either weighbridge or scale is good enough for him and bad 
enough for the ammtelligeut cultivator 

4808 As to the mixing of lapas aaith cotton by throw mg it over the gin, i{ is quite pos-iblc thatt'int 
happens accidentally but one can alw ay s make out whether it is deliberate or not Ifit s done dchleratcly 
one finds it all through a lot, in every layer of the bale , if it is accidental, you find it in a low bales m a 
hundred. Night gmnmg is nearly ahiajs bad I haacs"cn fhatiii iny own factories As to the suggration 
which has been made to tho Committee that a board should be put up in front of the rollers about two feet 
high w Inch could bo easily taken off for tho purpose of adjusting tin. kiuaes, I tliink that would help aery 
inaten ally but I do not know what woaild happen to the avoinan silting on the platform That would 
proa cut tho chaiico of accidental mixing Tho lapas ind the lint plalfonua arc aery narrow but, ini'suing 
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liGonsw I-nouldmaKo it n coml.tio.im llio oiso of non factories tlinf llicw rkttoinis sliould bo m-ido 
nidcr ’l Mould not impose Bucli conditions iifl uoiild make gmnm!; factories more costly tbs,, one can lidp 
At any isto, Inoiild not insist on any olnngo or am mskrnl altorition in the constnicfion of the 
mraiones Wintno lequiro is that prccsiit.ons should be tskt.i m the shape of loci committees to look 
after these thiims I hsy o ordered out one of these roller gins m ill. aulomalio feeder attached It 1ms not 
y et come I am capeotmg it sn March ne\t, if all goes sull If any thing could bo done m that direction. 

It Mould mean a great saying of labour aa it Mould reduce the cost of gummgand Mould aLo preyent tho 

great rush that takes place in a good season , , , ,, , , . 

4809 I hay o stated in nij u ntten oy idence that pools arc not detrimental to tho interests of tho cultiy a 
tors and that tho prices charged for both ginning and pressing arc ruisonablo On tho yyholo, though there 
may bo some yerj had cases Mhcro pools aro yerj continuous, tho charges are reasonable A charge of Ea 7 
for pressing is rcallj high Aa long ns tho pools confine thomsches to reasonable rates eueh na Rs i to Ra 0, 
nobody has anj ground for oomplamt But yylicn they charge high rates, so much profit comes out of tho 
pocket of tho cultiy ators When tho rate goes boy ond Bs C, I m ould call it high, for pro u ar days A case 
such as that mentioned from tho Punjab in Minch they hayo been charging Rs !) 8 and paying Rs d 8 to tho 
pool, I should call bad My remedy for tint Mould ho that thuso jicojilc should ho told tho first year that if 
<hey’ ohargcil anything o\er Rs 0, their factories Mould not bo licensed I Mould gi\o tho tciitral board tho 
poMcr of fixing a maximum I Mould not uait for complaints It Mould he tho duty of the ho ml to kecji 
thcmsclycs mformwl of yyliat moh being charged in the districts There yiould he reprcsuitatiy cs of h adiiig 
In ms on tho board I Monld tell factory owiicrs that \inle-s they cyme down to a reasonable rate, tbcir fac 
tones Mould not be dloyycil to Mork , they Mould not get a liceasc I do not know from what jioint of new 
pools can he held to ho a blessing m disguise to the cultiy ator M’hcii there is a iiool and the rate is a revion 
able one, tho pool goes on for two or three years, hut at the ond of tyyo or throe years, tho niemhers usually 
manage to fallout amongst thcrasoly cs Tlicn they work at actual eost or a hltlo less So tint tho ay erage of 
these four y cars m orks out x cry nearly to tho rate of ginning and prt smg factoncs which are not in pools I 
hax 0 not hcaryl of any instances in m hicli high pool rates hay e been used to enable higher prices to bo paid to 
tho cultiy ator for his cotton 

4810 I ady ocato a y cry largo inercaso m the stall of tho Agricultural Dpartraent both European and 
Indian, but I attach more importance to an increase m tho Indian staff ns I Hunk they carry more inOucnco 
yy ith tho cultiy ators Better posts should ho oflcrcd to Indians IJntd Bufiicicnt Indian slafE can be obtained, 

I hayo no objection to tho importation of botanists, entomologists, etc , from England, hut I would prefer tho 
appointment of Indians as I think their influence especially yyith tho cultivators up country yiould be much 
greater 

4811 I am absolutely opposed to am sortof export duly on cotton I think the question yins referred to 
us in 1914 not as a cjiitstion of export duty but ns a small duty for tbo benefit of the City Iniproy ement Trust 
Tlio City Iniproy ement Trust wanted funds and the Munieipality suggcstcil to tho Goyernment that all cotton 
export from Bomb ly sliould ho taxed four ann is v halt Tho Goy emmtnt referred tlic question to us for 
opinion Although a duty of four annas a bale lool s a trilling thing in the case of m article like cotton y\ Inoti 
tluotuatos liundicd of rujiecs in a season, the 1 xchangc opposcil it ycry strongly on prmcijilc If you jiul a 
duty on the tpiantity of cotton that is cxporlcel, yy hat is gaiuctl by the public exchequer is restricted to export 
only , but tho cultiyntor loses on tho whole ciop lake Indian cotton for lasfnnce , roughly, tho tot il pro 
duco IS 00 lakhs of bales of Mliioh 20 lakhs aro exported bujiposmg a duly of Rs 5 per bale is imjiOscd then 
on 20 lakhs of bales, tho public cxcliequcr gets a crorc, but 1 say that tho cultiyntor will lose three ororca 
because the only competitor m tho local maikots yyitli the local consumers is the oxjiorttr and tho price of the 
loc il crop wall ho settled on tho price that tho exporter can pay for tho surplus product Thus tho ryots that 
grow cotton Mill hayo to pay something m addition to yyhnt other cultiy ators pay An oxpoit duty is tlicro 
fore cquiynleiit to an increase in tho assessment on cotton land If cotton docs not pay owing to an export 
duty they y\ ill take to something else I am strongly against an export duty , at any rate until India is able to 
consume ninety per cent of yyliat she grows horsolf 

4812 {Mr Hodglinson ) I am not in fay our of exotic seed bemg tried m India I thmk Punjab Amonoan 
has more or less come to stay 1 cannot say yvhothcr Punjab Amonoan is an exotic cotton becauso I do not 
know its history but there is canal irrigation in tho Punjab and witli that tho olimatio drawbacks to exotic 
seed more or less disappear Cambodia has also come to stay I think it ought to bo pushed m tracts m 
whioli tho conditions are similar to those of tho tracts in which it is grown at present 

4813 If tho trade got pure stuff, they do pay a premium for it Jlixing goes on hcoauso yylien tho crop 
IB marketed, the cultiy ator is not able to liold out , ho must sell yihat ho has got at once Ho jiiits both long 
and short stajile on tho iiiaikol and tho iniddlciium tiics to got both as ilu iply is possible The next thing 
that the middleman docs is to mix tho two It is a ycry shoil sighted jiolioy ’ The iiiiddlcmaii liimsolf loses 
by It 111 tho long nin If the cultiy itor y\oro able to get adyanccs fiom tho liniik on his long slaplo crop and 
hold It for a hit, ho would got tho proper price for it Lul tho poor fellow imist stll He must sell to pay 
Up his Goyeinmciit roycnucs and his dues to tho sahtilar Tlio whole point is that when Liycrpool buys long 
staple cotton from a person it buys it from a man yylio is in a strong position to hold it 1 hayo shipped 
ordinary Nay sari pure to 3 iierpool and 1 hayo been offered a pcimy oyci tho American, rate I refused to 
sell at a low ei rate and w hen I hold out they pud me my price If tlie oulliy itors yicro ui the same position 
ns a strong Inin, I am suio they would take fullpnccs from tho mill owners Supposing auoxportmg linn took 
cotton to Lucipool and pul it on tho mail.ct ind held it up saying that they were not m a hurry to sell if 
they did not got tlicir price for it, then they would bo sure to got yyliat they yy anted under similar conditions 
Tut tho cultiy ator in the same position, and y ou will see tho icsult Tliqjiurcr stuil y ou put on tho market, 
the better position you aro m to hold out and tho bigger will bo tho premium In n place like Liverpool, if 
j ou send any thmg a little mixed, the diffeicnco in price la cnomious m fax our of tho purer stuff Tho Bombay 
mill owners would pay a biggei premium if the other party were in a position to demand it You cannot 
compare the Bombay mill owners with the helpless ryot who has to soli his sluff as soon as it is ready Tho 
middleman is not out for benefit of tho cultiy ator, nor for tho benefit of tho mill oyyners Ho does yyliat in 
his opinion is to Ins interest, yyrong though it be I ha\o Imoyvn Bombay mill owners buying in cortam long 
Bt'vple dJStriotB vlio paid an enormous premium for purostaplo cotton They ha\o bcon buyin<T puro stuU 
through me in some districts They have ne\er minded tho price Their instructions ■wore simply to bu\ 
pure stuff SIj remedy is to put tho rjofc in a conditionm uluch ho can holdout for tho highest puce Assure 
the rjot that that he get a fair nd^‘^nco against his produce at a reasonable lato, and compelhim to put 
hiB cotton m a Goyemment godown if nccessaiy for loans, and then you will see that ho will get iid of his 
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Bhort staple niul bIioI to liis long stiple lie nuist bo financed bj co optntiNC soeiclits and b^ Go\irimicnt 
because it m ill bo pi olilablo to Co\ crniiieiit m the long run » 

4814 1 tliiiik tlio present sjbltm of trade chbsific-ition is quite good iiid I do not (>(.<. iin uaj in ubn.Ii 
simplification vould help the trade materially 

4815 1 suggest that there should bo legal prohibition on sending c\ cn half presscel baits fnim one district 
to another liiUy pressed bales should not bo allowed to be rebookcdin ordinary course 'Myangaum is a 
station in the Broach distnet , fully prcK-ed bales are booked from there to Naasiri and then rebooked from 
Naasari to Bombay It is sold hero ns Naasari All this rcbooking of cotton from one station to another 
should bo prohibited and the rest avould ho done by the name of the press which should bo stamped on the 
flat of the bales I would make it compulsory to haac the name of a press stamped on the flat of each bale 

4816 Nominally there is a mutual alloavanco clause in both the Liverpool and Bremen contraots I ha\o 
shipped cotton on the mutual arbitration clause and find fhatthey aro aci^ stiff about giamg “ on ” allowances 
They act on it simply to protect themselves They never net on it with the idea of giving the sclltr points 
“ on ” That is the case both m Bremen and Liverpool I do not think the niutu il allow anees clausa 
would work hero booauso exporters w ould not have it it they were made to pay the “on” allowance I 
personally attach no importance to the mutual allowance clause 

4817 1 have not tried saw gins in any' distiiet except at Dhaiavai but I heard from other people th it 
they h vv c not been a success 'ihey hav e f iilcd w ith cotton of short oi f vir staple but I do not see w by they 
should not succeed with longer sUiplo cotton, such as Pimjab .Vmcrican or Cambodia I am coiiv iiiccil th it 
they would not succeed viith short or fair staple Saw gins at present ar^ the only gins wliieh are capvble of 
being fitted with automatic feeders I hav o oxiiericnco of saw gms at G idag, Ilubh and Dh irw ar 

4818 (J/r llolcrts) My point is that when the Department and the cultivator grow the short staple 
cotton, as long as there is enough long staple cotton to mix with the short, the effeot of the deterioration on 
prices IS not felt as the buy or pay s more or less the same price lor both but that ultimately w hen the long staple 
cotton disappears, the cultivator will suffer As to whether, in ICliandcsh, where the Agricultural Depart 
ment is putting out short staple stuff called N R , after satisfying itself that the yield and ginning percentage 
arc better than that of the cotton which is ordinarily grown m Khaiidcsh, the policy followed is a sound one, 
here, ns I said before, you arc taking an mstanco in which the normal giowth has been of fair stvyilo or short 
staple I am talking of cases in which the normal growth lus been long staple and where short staple is 
being introduced It is an open question — I have not gone into it — whether m districts like Khandesli, 
It would pay to introduce long staple cotton and whether it would be more to the benefit of the cultivator to 
have long staple cotton m preference to tho ordinaiy short staple glow th of the district I do not know how 
long staple cotton would stand tho climatic conditions of the district In this particular cisc, tho tendency 
at present is to put out a shortei staple cotton than anything that is grown there It is a uniform short 
staple cotton tho staple of which is tho shoitcst in the miAturo iiid oven shorter than w hat could bo called tho 
dcs/ii cotton of tho district I do not think that should bo encouraged The policy should bo to work up to 
longest staple HesJit cotton of the district and not to give preference to tho slim ter st iple I submit th it if the 
figures arc w orked out, tho profit on the shorter staple grow tbs w oiilil not be gre vtcr than those on tho better 
staple grow ths As regards v aluation, tho comparison should not bo between uniform short staple and mixed 
long and short staple but between uniform short staple and uniform fair si iplc Tho whole point is th it tho 
trade w ants something ov cn , it should bo ov cu long or cv en fan or ov en short For a mixture, ono p ly s the 
price of the worst cotton in tho mixture As far ns roseum is coiiccrntd, I think it is pretty close to tho f ur 
staple grow th of Berars as far as N R in Ixhandcsh is conccnieil, I hav o not been able to go into details 
If tho figures showed that imifomi short staple cotton was more profitable than uniform fair staple, then no 
ono could say that it would bo in tho cultivators’ interests to put out fair staple cotton but I doubt if the 
figures woiUd prove that Provided tliat a pure strain of each were tal cn and tho figures wero gone into 
thorouglily, I think it w ould bo found that the medium staple cotton w ould pay bcttci than the short and that 
tho long staple w ould pay better than cither I w ould omphnsizo tins for ev cry tract that grow s staple cotton 
Keep up tho long and medium staple m profercnco to the shorter staple In tho Surat and Broach tricts, 
it IB true that tho shorter staple crop m an ordinary mail ct gives a better pr co than tho longer staple but 
that is because they hav o got tho longer staple to mix w itli it 

4819 Buyers up country do not go by stations It is Bombay which goes by stations In up country 
markets, it is not only tho agents of Bombay firms and mills who arc buy mg but there arc ilso local nulls, 
as to w hothor much mixing is done by cultiv ators or by nnddlciiian, my ow n cxpcricnco is that tho worst 
mixing IS done by tho middlou an up country' lie is iiioro rcsiioiisiblo than tho cultiv itor and tho only 
responsibility is fii is Boinbiy inillh aro conconicd may bo that they may not have sufiicicnfly cxpiricnctd 
shrew d men of business buy mg for tlicin Punjab Ament in is v ti v b idly iiiixtd It all showai mixturo more 
or loss — some of it up to twentv ptr cent and some ao bid as seventy' pti ctiit That w is twoycars ago 
It w as only American in name 1 have •icon some this year and last vcir List ytarj Ihtio w lo i dttidctl 
improvemtnt on tho year before About this ye u I could not siy , I have not seen much till now Very 
little has come here this year I hive only seen sonic s iiiiples We quote for Punjab \iiitrican if wo aro 
asked to do so I\ e have not been putting it in oiii usual price lists is it is not turrtnl, t c , it is not a thing 
that people deal very day Wo should be quite willing to do so 

4820 I am not absolutely opposed to tho posting of jinccs up country but if it is done, it must be done 
with considorible care Tho price of tho right grade must bo pubhshed It is no use quoting Broach, or 
Ivliandesh m tho lunjab As I sav to tho people who advocate tliat, it would be absolutely misleading 

4821 I do not tlunk that it would bo diflicult to get v quotation for Punjab Anioncan m Bombay If 
you asked tho Cotton Trade Association or the Cotton Exchange about if, they would bo willing to give it 
Provided tho grade w ere tho same, thero w ould be no objection to pubhshing tho Bombay price of this v arictv 
Tho quotation for Punjab Amcrcan w ould have to bo for pure stuff, and if necessary for mixturo up to a 
certain percentage. 

4822 At present there is no very mtimato touch bclween tho Bombay and tlm up country markets 
where tho greatest mixing goes on. I w ns w onderiiig w hetlicr such a committee as has boon suggested w ould 
be able to do something in this respect by educating up country marl cts and by infornimg Lombav of i hat 
was going on up country Tho committeo would perhaps bring to tho notice of the buyers tho ginning 
nnd pressing factonesan which tho worst mixing took pkico because they would have tho information at h-ud 
It would also keep the up coimlry' niarkcta infonntd of tho prices prevailing in Bombiv I do not know 
in w hat other direc ion tho committeo could bo expected to help Tho comnuttcc vi ould bo a good link 
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boh\ con tho Bp coimtiy nmrUl and Boinbaj, Iho dHtiibuling nnrkcl, n cliam tint Mould not im oho 
undiio inteiforonco fiom Go^cnimcnt ofiicera ulio do not l.ium much of Iho tindo 

(1823 In 1010 and 1911, tliciouaa \i.ij ninth damping mriaunh and Cliandausi nndlbthcic it continues 
there still I think u o bought there last j c ir Dampuig b^ cultn alora is still done up to 20 per cent and in 
some eases more , 

4824 Mr Hccrjtc Lhclsay — Biijcrs also damp cotton hoptlessh Damping bj cultiintors as ucll ns 
by bujers should bo proaented In the Berara and Klmndcsh too, damping is done bj a ho .o pijio The 
suggested committee Mould bo able to put a check on this and Mould not alloM this sort of thmg to go on 

4825 Mr Piirshotamdas TJtahirdat , — I am afraid damping u so general Hut it is aery difficult to find 
anjbodj pressmg Mithout damping It is general enough not to nlloM of anj distinction being made — almost 
overj body does it 

4826 I think tlioDnisionnlSupormtcndcnt of Agriculture in the horthcni Dnision has got corUin groups 
of oultuators mIio som the seed that is groMii on the bunt farm lie distributes the seed to them, I am told, 
and ho goes round diumg the monsoon months and takes care that no other seed is sown lie keeps a record 
of It and of how much seed oaoli cidtuator took Ho tells mo sonio time in October or so that he expects so 
many bales as the outturn from these operations I urilo and saj that I undertal o to buy them at a certain 
premium — saj five per cent abos o the price ruling in Surat on aiij da^ henoa cr tlio culfia atom Maiit to sell, 
they go to lum and ho Mires to mo or tells my igeiit at Sunt The premium is fixed on the basis of the 
price nihng m Surat that daj I sell the cotton simult ineoiisli to local mills I ha\o iiiadc a jiomt never to 
sell it to an exporter bocauso then I would not get reports is to stangth and outturn I buj giimcd cotton 
When the kapas is re id}', it is carted to mj ginning factory where 1 think the Agricultural Dcpartiiicnt posts 
one of its clerks with a record that so and so has been given so many mauiuls of seed out of which the hipas 
outturn was so much, so that the cultivator cinnot put in am inferior growth If tliero is a better oiittuni, 
the cultivator gets the benefit of it If it is bad, he lo:>c3 I take the cotton at any lime the cultivators 
bring it This year they sold it at Es 072 Since then the market has gone up to Its 752 I buy giimcd 
cotton but it IS ginned in my factory to ensure that there is no mixture 'ihe cultiv ator is paid on the basis 
of ginned cotton As far ns I am concerned, there is no limit to the quantity that I am prciiared to buy 
but I understand that there is v hrait to the quantity that the Divisional Inspector can get grown under his 
supervision I have been askmg the Divisional Inspcoteir to give mo more He says that ho has not got the 
staff to look after a larger area It is not a question of the tlistribiition of seed only but of looking after the 
fields in the monsoon H ho were given more staff ho says ho could grow more cotton A thousand acres 
is not very much Every year they give me about 600 bales I thml it has pud the cultivators very well 
I understand one year more cultivators offered to grow the cotton but he could not got the staff to inspect 
it What happonil some years back was that people took the seed and there was no suporv son Then 
when the marketing was going on, they brouglit in not only tho produce of that seed but the produce of the 
ordinary seed Tho Syaiehoato was then isked to pvy a premium on 15 000 bales instead of 4 000 bales Tho 
figures of Government and tho SyiuUcato differed but tlio cultiv vtors clai iicd a prci iium for a much larger 
quantity than was justified by tho seed n-sued from the Govoriimonl farm Therefore I am uixious tli it tlio 
Divisional Lispcotor should not have a bigger arc v than ht cm comfortably look after jTn/ws grown from 
tho farm seed cannot bo inistakLii Kapas grown from tho fanii secil c.m bo in ide out frofn tho other }a}xta 
which has got a bluish tinge about it by tho mere sight of it Until the staff has been materially increased and 
consists of reliable men who are not only intelligent but of a superior cl iss and have inlliienco with tho culti 
vatois, further advance cannot bo m ide Oneoor Ivvicol have happened to have some differences , once tho 
cultivators started their tricks aiul tned to give mo briol s with tho lapas I protested veiy strongly and s^ul 
I would not give them tho five per cent extra Just at that time the Divisional Inspector happened to bo 
ill and tho matter came to a serious diffcrcnco of opiiuon but afterwards tho whole thmg was settlcel I want 
officers w ho liivv o inllucnco vv ith tho cultiv ators It is not a w ork w Inch c m bo done by ordinary inspectors 
I vv ant a superior typo of men 

4827 Tho question of having tour or five cotton experts paid by tho Associations to do noflniig else but 
arbitration IS ono vv hich has been mooted in Bombay for a v cry long time I personally think that unless 
tho arbitrators were well paid, it would not bo possible to got the best men I elo not know that even for 
Rs 2,000 a month, y ou could got a man w ho w ould bo in touch with tho trade and woidd command sufficient 
expert Imowlcdgc No ono is in better touch with tho trade than tho merchant hcic No ono is better fitted 
than a man vvlio is interested m tho trade I am not m favour of offici il nrbitiailora who might know all about 
cotton before they are appointed but w ho, as soon as they vv ero selected, w ould not kceji iii touch vv ith tho trade 
at all As a slupper I know tho Bremen system, I luiovv what tliev want, how they arbitrate and what 
sort of vUowaiiccs they give iiid how they handle ip certain shippers I do not thml th it they' aio uniform m 
their allow aiK^eb , I think ns fir as wo aro coneonied Liverpool is slnoter If two equal lots wore simult iiic 
oiisly shipped, oiio would see at once tint Livcipool woidd eut it to tho very iiueat point I think Broiiion is 
a little slack that is my cxpeiieiicc It is quite possible that somebody clsos oxpeiicnce may liivo been 
diffeicnt Bioiiicii is uioio uniform m this w vy th it ono does not h vv o disappointments m tlio w vy of consign 
monts aibitiatcd upon tuiiimg out to bo much vvorso than ono expected In Liverpool ihffcrciit people 
arbitrate and so it is jiossiblo to got person d diffeienecs m awards But m Liverpool there is an ajipcal Com 
mittco which is more or less uniform m its vwnrds In caso of any dissitisfaetion with tho arbitnition, wo 
appeal to tho Appeal Committee which is a standing body audwoalw lys expect tho Appeal Comijuttco to bo 
Uniform m its decisions 

4828 At tho auctions at Lyallpur and othci jdaccs m tho Bunjib, tho cotton is sold to -tho man who 
bids tho highest for it w bother it is tho consumer or tho merchant Don’t you thmk that it is a veiy wrong 
policy to sell pure stuff to a person who may use it aftcrw ards for mixing purposes ? Suppose there is compoti 
tion between a dealer and a mill owner Tho mill ovvrior is only prepared to pay up to Es 750 Tho dealer 
wath a view to mixing the cotton with lower grades may go up to Es 775 Why do you put a weapon m tho 
hands of a dealer for tho sake of a paltry of Es 25 m prcfercnco to giving tho cotton to one vv ho w oidd 
consume it and w ould bo a buy or on a bigger scale next y car ? 'Iho middleman vv oidd buy presumably to 
mix it As to whether agents of spinning and weaving mills mix at tho timo of pressing, I have no expcri 
enoo If the mills mix up country, then it is hopeless and all your labours aro not of much avail but I beg to 
submit that that may' be an exception I do not think it can bo said that mill buyers up countiy mix there 
at tho time of pressing I say that these grow ths should not bo sold to anybody but to tho actual coiisumors 
and the enthusiasm of the mill owneis should bo judged by tho price they' pay If tiio reserve fixed at tho 
auction IS Es 500 or Es 520 and if you got an offer of Es 525 from a null owner ind ono of Es 550 from a 
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dealer, I should give the" cotton to the mill on nor It yon allow it to go into the hands of middlemen you 
Bimplj put more temptation to mi\ m their way As long as there is short staple grown in any district, you 
w ill Iiaa o middlemen w ho w ill offer j'ou a bettor price than the actual mill consumers It generally is not 
the intention of middleman to jiut the purer stuff on the market I'am particiilarlj tempted to put this on 
record because when the Agricultural Department left this Surat Farm business to mo, two local dealers 
approached the Dnisional Inspector and said that if mj firm offered five per cent they would give siv per cent 
llic Divisional Inspector told mo so and asked mo if I w oiild offer siv I told him that I offered fia o per cent 
and that I w ould send the cotton pure to the mills and that the dealers offered sio. per cent bcoauso they w anted 
to mix it 


Mr LALJI NARANJI of Messrs. Mooljee Jaitha & Co , Bombay 
Ewmived at BoraitY, jANUaRi 30th, 1918 
WrMtn statement 

4829 Pnamlle — I am solely managing Messrs Mooljco Jaitha and Compan 5 ’s affairs, which firm are 
agents of the Khandesh Spinning and Wcaaing Jlills Company, Limited, and of the New East India Press 
Company, Limited, owning sever d ginning and pressing factories in Khandesh, Berar, Barsi and other 
districts and cotton jethas at Colaba and commanding largo cotton business in var ous cotton distnotS I 
am semor partner m the firm of Lalji Murarji and Companj' who are Secretaries, Treasurers and Agents to 
the Jam Shri Ranjitsinghji Spinning and Wcai ing Mills Company, Limited 

(2) I had the honour of giving ciidenoe before the Indian Industrial Commission in November last 
In nil wTittcn evidence to the Commission, I had referred among other things to financing of cotton in an 
organized wav JIuoh has been said and written about cultivation of cotton, its improvement, etc India 
stands nevt to America in production of cotton and as such it is neecssarj that best efforts be made to increase 
the fpiantitj and qiiahtj of cotton 

4830 'J’he present system oj rvllunting cotton ami •niggeitinnsforimproicmcnt — I would first allude to the 
prevalent svstein of sowing cotton seed m vogue with cultivators and their anvictj to have produce soon 
The cultivators sow cotton seed of short staphsl cotton ns if> lieieditary with them on the same lines as was 
done manj jt irs. past without aiiv tvo to iiiiprov emoiit of soil iiiaiiurt mode of sowing, etc In manj cases 
thov aro not at f vult as luttoi seed of long stapled cotton is not available to thoin, and even if made available 
fhov are not sanguiiio as to w li it price tluj would realize when their commoditv comes to bo sold In older 
to improve the (pinlit) of cotton and mil e the cultivatoi's participators in the profit I w ould nial o the 
following iccommcndations or suggestions' — 

(1) As cotton requires to bo finaiiocfl to a largo ovtcnt and in an organized waj, I consider the advisability 

of having Trade Guilds or Tnists as cvist in Europe and America should bo considered Government en 
couragement is neecssarj for stalling suoh Guilds in tfie following wajs — ^ 

(a) To aid cultivators finanoiallj when they commence sowing operations bj providing _them with 
good uniform seed through the ngenoj of district offioers 
{h) To make suoh laws as shall make it compulsory for cultivators of particular districts to borrow 
funds or nioncj where siioh^Guilds operate 

(c) Guilds or Trusts to operate m particular districts to be settled bj Government No other Guilds 

to bo allow ed to bo started m such districts 

(d) To siipplv suoh Guilds with lists of different villages with names of cultivators who grow cotton 
(c) Guilds to supplj cverj reasonable ncctl of the cultivators fiom the commencement of sowing cotton 

till the crops are sold, in the shape of supplj ing good seeds at cheapest price, good implements 
and manure and to secure good prices for their crop at the opportune time 
(/) Tins w ill enable Govcmnicnt to control all produce of cotton on anj cnergenoj arising, such as war 
and simdar other unforeseen circumstances 

(g) If one third of the funds required for fin'nciiig cotton, bo raised bj such Guilds, two thirds to bo 

provided bj Gov cniiiicnt through co operative or Government fed banl s 

(h) Guilds to lie bound to finance ciiltiv ators and ciiltiv ators to bo bound to get all produce sold through 

such Guilds Both to bo bound to each other under legal obligations 

(i) The Guilds to servo the purpose of a bureau or depOt to supplj' cverj information regarding their 

produce to then constituents 

{]) Government to confirm appointments of Directors elected bj the Guilds and accounts to be audited 
bj Government or certified auditors 

(l) Guilds to have their representatives iii Japan, the Contment and Liverpool, winch are pnnoipal 

consumers of Indian cotton 

(f) Guilds of different provunces to hav o one cenli at location, where general information pertaining differ 
cut guilds could bo available 

(m) Representatives in J ipaii, the Continent and Liverpool to bo appointed jointlj by different Guilds 

of different provinces 

(n) Reabonablo commission to be payable to Guilds to bo fixed after providing for all vv orking costs, 

such as establishment, etc 

(o) Cap tal w ould be forthcoming from each district w itliout anj difficulty if the Guilds bo under Gov 

ernmont support 

(2) To persuade cultivators to adapt themselves to improved methods of sowing long stapled cotton, it 
IS neecssarj that follow mg facilities ho afforded to them — 

(a) Government through Guilds to provide seed for sowing long stapled cotton 
(h) Cultivators being averse to change their piimitivo method of shoit stapled cotton, the Guild to 
guarantee them the income viliich tlioj usually get bj sale of shoit stapled cotton 
(r) Tlio land loses its pow er w hen produce is got out of it from year to j car vv itliout its being properly 
, turned and manured In suoh cases, cultivators sliould be pointed out the best methods to 

, adopt bj a soientifie expert whoso business would bo to approach cultivators and show them 

practioallj the improvements which ultimately will lead to their advantage 



ICO 


INDIAN COTTON COMMITTEE 


Nahakjx 


[Continued, 


Ul) Colton— tlic produoo of land of oulUvaton— la secured by Agents of export houses before it is 
piol ed from fields In such oases tbo cultivators got much loss than avhat they ■uould get if- 
thoa u ere to take advantage of tho Trusts or Guilds proposed bj me 
(e) The cultivators to got advances on security of cotton at reasonable rates of interest compared to 
heavy rates uhich the saMtars or shroffs charge them ^ 

(/) The Guild to educate cultivators’ class m olcmentarj' education by easy method so as to make 
them understand the transactions of cotton avhioh they entrust to tho Gmld for sale and receive 
advances against same and for their general advancement 
{g) Ginning arrangements to bo made by tho Guild to gin J apas of cultivators by orootmg ginning 
factories or availing of tho ginning faotorics already existing in tho cotton producing districts 
, to save cartage, labour, etc Ginned' cotton will bring them bettor prices for thoir produce 

compared to sales of kapas or raw cotton 

(7i) Guild to correspond with Railwaj Companies and induce them in tho interest of cotton trade to ' 
give facilities for transport of cotton and that too at very fav ourablo freight rates ' 

(t) Statistics of cotton produced and consumed in several countries of tho world bo published and 
cnoulated in vernacular in each district by tho Guilds Probable average and probable ferti 
hzings of different districts also bo made known to them 

4831 Adutlaalion and damping of cotton —Much is made of watering of cotton for purposes of adultera 
tioii and the fault is laid at the doors of the cultivators The cultivators aro in no way to bo blamed in this 
respect It is the middlemen who buy 1 apas at cheap rates from the cultivators and take it for being gmned 
and pressed into bales These middlemen in order to servo their ow n interest admix cotton and got the bales 
pressed If ginning facilities be afforded to cultivators and their eotton ginned and pressed bj Guilds’ agency, 
this adulteration w ould be prevented and profit w ould ultimately go to cultivators 

4832 Conclusion — ^I have expressed m3 views as above both in tho interest of cultivators and trade if 
Government would bo pleased to give the cotton scheme encouragement in the lines suggested by me, or 
other improved methods through the Agiaciiltiir il Department and co operative or Government fell banks, 
the condition of cult u atoi-s w ould be greatl3 improv cd A scheme on w 01 kablo hues could then be draw n up 
with all its various details 


Ml Laiji Nakvnji called and evamincd 

4833 {Mr Il'udio ) I am klanager of Messrs Moolji Jotha and. Co , Owning Mill and Presses and dealing 
in cotton In addition to spinning ind weaving' milI„wo have got ton gmniiig factories and eight presses 
mostly m Ixliaiidesh and Beiar Wo have one pressing lactor3 at Barsi and one piessing factoi3 in Gujarat 
Wo hav 0 also got a jetha (store) licre at Colaba w hero w c store cotton for our ooiistituonts I am agent of the 
Jam Sii Ranjitsmji Mills at Sholapui Foi tho Sholapur mills, w 0 buy Nandcr and Pnbhani cottons flora the 
Nizam’s Dominions For other purposes wo bu3 m tho Westerns, Muaj, Broach and Gujarat Districts In 
tho mills at Sholapur w e spin up to 20s warp No weaving m done there In ICliandesh w 0 spin up to 
lOswarp and 22s welt Wo arc using Cambodia at Jalgaon as a tomporaiy measure There is a good 
demand for finer 3'am 

4834 Cotton is pure when it arrives in the market After it has been pressed, it may be mi-xed Tho 
prices m up coimtry marl ots are higher than the3' are at Colaba ow ing to tho mixture of cotton In order to 
buy pure cotton we buy up country 

4836 The cultiv ators are generally in debt and borrow mone3' to pay Government revenue and also for 
cultivating operations In Kliandesh and Berar, tho jalap 53 stem is universal, that is the system of future 
contracts Under that S3 stem, cotton is sold just after it is sown, which shows tho indebtedness of the oulti 
vators Of course, thuigs are improving and jalap is decreasing ov ory 3 ear Tho w ork of the co operativ 0 
movement should be advanced v 003 materiall3 If tho cultivators w ere frcojto sell their cotton at any time 
tho3 liked, the3 w ould bo able to obtain good prices for it They aro forced to sell thoir cotton forw ard on 
account of their indebtedness Co operative societies w ould not bo able to advance tho big suras required 
for financing cotton Tho money should bo adv anced either by Government or b3 Government controlled 
banks If the funds of tho Presidency banks were utilised for cotton, it would bo a good thing 

4836 Japan is tho greatest purchaser of Indian cotton India must have some representative there 
Much of tho middleman’s profit could bo saved b3 doing that 1 hav 0 nev er been to Japan but I am shipping 
cotton to Japan through an English firm and 1 find great difficult3 in doing so There is a great difference 
between shippmg through an English firm and through a Japanese firm There are very few English firms 
who are doing business in Japan 

4837 In my opinion, the staple of cotton could be improved by putting in good manmo in cotton lands 

My experience over fifteen years in Kandesh is that ever3’^ year the staple of the cotton is deteriorating We 
used to get ghat cotton m Khandesh from near the Ajanta caves from which w e used to spin 20s warp From 
the same cotton now , w e can only spm 16s The reason is, I think, that the cultivators have no knowledge 
of tho land or of manure and the3' grow cotton every year The cultivators should have gins worked by hand 
or by bullock pow er and then the3 would get pure seed Ow mg to all the cotton being brought to the gmning 
factories, the seed becomes mixed ' 

4838 I am a factory owner and w ould not like pools abolished as, if there were no pools, there would 
be no profit Tho ginning factory w ould have to be closed Everybody wants to share in the profits of 
ginning and pressmg and pools spring up m consequence I Itnow that there are buying pools because I am 
purchasing m many districts Even if laws against pools were passed, wa3S would be found of evading them 
It w ould be a v'er3 difficult thmg to control by legislation 

4839 1 think it is a very good suggestion to have licenses controlled by a Central Board but if tho Central, 
Board is going to entrust its pow ers to local committees, tho regulations wall bo evaded I have noticed that 
tho Cotton Trade Association has suggested this but my idea is that if buyers bought mixed cotton at a dis 
count, the practice of niixmg w ould slop by itself If the purchasers and consumers of cotton w ore to buy up 
country, there would bo no fraud The Japanese owm nearly half tho cotton that comes to Bombay They 
purchase in up country markets themselves I would rather that exporters and consumers had their agencies 
for buymg cotton in the districts than to have legislations against mixing 

4840 (illr Ilodglinson ) The quahty of tho Indian cotton throughout India is depreciating It is 
depreciatmg m every d^trict whether in tho Cambodia country, Surat or Khandesh If you take tho average 
for five years, you will'find the same tlung I have no practical experience of agriculture but I think that 
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tho cultiv ators inaj bo gro^\ mg more crops of cotton than the land can bear TOien there is no demand for 
coarser cotton, tho cnlti\ ators -nill go for tho finer , so long os they got good prices for the coarser cotton, they 
■nill not go in for staple cotton Long staple cotton takes eight months to gron nhilst short staple cotton 
onlj takes three or four months and so naturall3 tho cultivator goes for short staple cotton If the trade 
generallj is going to spin finer counts of j am tho tendency of tho short staple cotton v\ ill bo to sell at a dis 
count I am non using Cambodia oxporimontlj' Wo can spin 30s warp out of Cambodia From the 
Cambodia that I used to get from tho same district ton j ears ago vv o used to spin 60s It n as caUed^Podanur 
cotton There was not a big demand for it then 

4841 I tried ono san gin at Khandesh Tho cotton turned out by that saw gin was not approved by 
buj ors Tho cotton came out ns n lap from tho savi gins and tho saw gins cut the staple Saw gins might 
bo suitable for long staple Amoiican cotton but are not suitable for Indian cottons 

4842 (Mr Bobcrls ) I fiav o no oxpcrionco of Navsnri or Surat cotton Hubh cotton has deteriorated 
The deterioration in cotton mnj bo duo to tho middleman I buy ginned cotton In Khandesh and Berar 
wo get cotton from tho central m vrkets Markets are v erj necessary for cultivators to sell their cotton 

4843 There is a largo varietv of weights used in ICliandesh It would bo a good thing to have stand 
ardircd w eights Tlio Bomba3' Gov ornment are moving in tho direction of standardizing w eights m Khandesh 
llio Bomb 13 maund of 28 pounds has been accepted in Berar A similar 83 stem 111 Khandesh w ould save the 
culfivatore from being cheated Different weights alwa3s mislead them 

4844 (President ) Tho guilds I have suggested in m3 written evidence should have Government Direc 
tors As to capital I hav 0 suggested that ono third should be supplied by tho Government, and two thirds 
b3 tho Prcsidono3 Banks Tlio Prcsidencv Banks would give securit3 on tho one third of tho capital supplied 
b3 Government 


THH BOMBAY MILLOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

» 

Ewviixrn at Bomiiav .Tvmivrv 31sx, 1918 

f • 

Written statement 

4845 Preamble — This Associations icprcsontafivcs will appeal before the Cotton Committeo to give 
oral evidence when it meets m Bombav and in tho meant mo I am to submit sliortl3, tho views of my Com 
mittee on such of tho question® as tlie3^ato interested in 

4840 Preieniion of mixing and damping — As bu3oi-8 of cotton, millowners require tlio best and longest 
stapled cotton ns they can obtain Tho best is none too good for their purpose If cotton is mixed, it causes 
trouble overyavhoro in its manufacture Tliero are two serious drawbaol s in cotton as marketed at present 
(a) Mixing, frvuduknt or otherwise, in seed form, lapas or as cotton 
(h) Fraudulent damping * 

(2) Fraudulent mixing is an olTcnco which tho law should prevent hraudiilcnt damping is an offence 
which the law should eradicate In order to prevent frndulent mixing and to obtain long stapled lint it will 
bo necessary for all seed to bo issued bv the Agricultural Department It will bo further necessary by law 
to prev ent transport of cotton from one place to another except in tho baled form, w ith the proviso that when 

. cotton IS sent to an up country null for consumption the baling may' bo dispensed with Further it will be 
necessary to identify where each bale has been ginned and pressed ior this purpose it is desirable that each 
bale in tho case of a press or each package of loose cotton in tho case of a ginnery should bo branded on its 
side with tho name of tho pressing factory or ginnery from which it is issued Tho brand should bo on its side 
and under the hoops so that tho marks carmot bo obliterated 

(3) Watering should bo made a cnmuial oflcnco , the penalty being the closing down of tho ginning or 
pressing -factory concerned Every ginning and piess'ng faotorv should bo licensed and should be compelled 
to send fortnightly records of all cotton g nned and pressed 

4847 Formation of a Central Colton Committee — Fhe administration of these matters should be placed 
in the hands of a Committeo in Bombay consisting of business men and Government cotton exports with an 
adequate organisation The Committee should hive powers to delegate their authority' to a limited extent 
to local committees 

4848 Leiij of an export tax on cotton — My' Committee are of opinion that a duty should be levied on all 
exports of cotton Tho present Cotton Agricultural Department of the Government is very weak owing to 
lack of funds and it is therefore suggested that the rev oniic derived from this export tax might bo used to strong 
then the Cotton Agricultural Department and specally camiarl cd lor this purpose 

(Sd ) B E GREGOR PEARSB, 

Secretary 


Sir C N Wadiv (Chairman), the Hon’blo hir JLvxmohvndvs Rvmji and tho Hon’ble Mr C N Metha, 
Ropiesentativcs of the Bombay Millowners Association, called and examined 

4849 (President ) Mr C N Wadia — I am one of tho Directors of the Cotton Trade Associ ition and am 
Chairman elect of the Jlillowncrs’ Association There is a very considerable demand for long staple cotton in 
the Bombay market for tho purjioso of the mill® Wo do not got quite enough of it The best cotton is baldly 
good enough for our purposes 

4850 There are seveial points that have struck us since wo put in our written evidence The first point 
IS that cotton is grown by cultivator in rather a hap hazard manner from unseleoted seed Wo should like 
to see all cotton^ in India grown fioni selected seed If you make a wide onqumy, you will find that good 
cotton IS only grow n from selected seed Tho first necessity is theioforo selected seed 

4851 The second point is that at present the cultivator is largely in tho hands of tho bania The moment 
his crop reaches anything like maturity, tjio fields are sold to the bania Wo think that the use of 00 opera 
tivo societies might be v cry largely extended and that agricultural banks might bo established. 
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48^2 Tlio third point is that tho ginning factorx onnors nllon ns iniioli dirt mid seed ns poisiblo to go 
into tholmt In some gmiiorics it is, m fact, tlio prnctiro to tnl o up hnndfiils ot seed and throw thorn into 
tho lint That increases transport cliarges Tor inslnnco, kuinpla cotton at tlio ond of tho season camw 2') 
per cent of tho dirt for no onrtldj reason llintnipcs out the value entirely for export purposes AH this 
18 duo to want of knowledge en tho part of therjot and of supervision on the part of ginning factories 

4853 America, wo understand, spends fiftj timc« ns much on cottoii in her Agr cultural Department 
as wo do in India and -vet tlioj have not jet reached perfection there It is verv nccessarj that our Agricul 
tural Deportment should ho verj much exphnded I would recommend a very considerable mcrcaso of tho 
Agricultural Department, tho open iig up of a v orv largo number of scc<l farms and then, ns regards tho fmaneial 
aspect, a rapid extension of the co operative movement supplemented, if nccessarv, b^ agricultiinl banks 
if n worl able scheme for them can bo worked out Mo consider that if the work of vour Committee is to 
result in anj good, onh scleotcd seed should be sown, as far ns poss'ble, espcoialK iii tlio case of long staple 
cotton 

4854 I think that the cotton markets should bo regulated on tho model ot the Derar cotton markets Tliero 
maj bo better markets but those are tho best that we have come across so fat. It is a good model to follov 
and to improve, if possible T hen w e cons dtr that a strict w atoh should be kept ov or tho ginning and pressing 
factories In fact both ginning and pressing factories should bo licensed 'Iho next step is for tho Agricul 
tural Department to find out the most suilablo variet} of cotton for each district .Steps should bo taken to 
eradicate viatcring and also tho mixing ot short and long staple cotton in tho ginneries Mo would next 
suggest that tho fullest advantage should be taken ot tho unoceupied land in Sind I understand that Smd 
can with proiier irrigation grow as good cotton ns I gj-jit M’o would recommend that the transport of cotton 
or waste bo prohibited except in the form of bales and to a port or to a bona fide consumer In regard to 
the formation of a Committee in Ilombav to regulato the cotton trade, m our opinion an advisory oommittec 
IS not of as much consequence ns an exceutivo commit too with plenarv powers to tako such steps as thc\ think 
best for tho trade including such matters as tho hconsiiig ot ginning and pressing facloric'- tho regulation of 
pools, tho issue of seed means ot tracing cotton back to tho place of issue and the obtaining ot reliable and 
accuriito statsticil infoimation 

4855 (Mr II ndia ) I think there arc aevcril reasons whv long staple cotton does not command the 
premium it ought to do To m\ mind, tho first rc.ison is that long staple cotton is not uniform It vou w ant 
V premium for good cotton vou must Ifave the staple of that cotton iinifonn It ls no goinl hav mg v staple 
of l^fh inch 111 one part ot tho bdo and one ot iths inch in mother That is what wo arc getting m the 
so called long staple cotton i’ho second re won w that long staple cotton is mixed not onlv w ith short staple 
but also vMth dirt and seed and cm r\ thing that can be put into it All these things dcpreoiafo its v duo 
Mj point IS that if long staple cotton were marketed in a pure condit on and m a clean state, it would fetch 
tho proper premium that it ought to get 

4850 jllr Mnnvmhnnda^ Itariijt — bs an example ot tho fact that the consumer apprcoiatcv long staple 
cotton, I c<an quote llio cxamiite of Navsari cotton whicli is quoted at Us 1 10 or Us 110 more per Ihniidt 
to daj than Broacli This shows tint long si iple cotton fetches the bettor pnoe anl that fhcro ls an ample 
margin to bo obtained bv growing long staple cotton Navsan cotton is markctwl in a pure condit on and 
tint IS whj it fotohes a high price 

4857 Mr Mehta — Navsan cotton is marketed in a much purer condition than tho ordmarv nin of long 
staple cottons At tho present time, everv cotton commands a big price smiplv becaus'* there is not enough 
for it to go round and the jirico of Aincrican cotton in Kiighnd is 22d a lb simplv bccan"" the cotton is not 
there and the transport diflioultics are so great lodav tliepnco of American cotton is about iO cents ot 
15(Z per pound in America Tho price of Broach hero is about Ks 050 per Uiandi , up at Broach that would 
be about 12d to 13(f a pound so that long staple cotton in India fetohos a, reasonablo proportion rchtivelv to 
American 

' 4858 From tho imllowncrs’ po nt ot mow, short staple seed should not bo issuer! m chstnets which aro 
capable ot growing long staple cotton 

4859 illr Ramp — The reason for growing shoit stajilo cotton wholesale is th s that it matures earlier 
ind IS therefore available for selling earlier Tho povcrlj of the rvot is thoreforo i cause of encouraging 
short staple cotton which matures about a month or s.x weeks earlier than tho long staple Another eauso is 
that c\ cry daj tho number of holdings is inultiphcd Ihe sub div is on of holdings inorcasos w ith cv er> genera 
tion and each sub division reduces the producing capacitv of tlic fields It is onlv because it is familv properlv 
and for sentimental reisons that people elmg to tlieso small lioldmgs but it docs not pav them to grow anv 
tlung decent , thev cannot look after tlio land properly oi manure it properly and 'o it is neglected That 
IS tho reason why they live such a hand to mouth cxisloiicc Barge holdings should be encouraged and tho 
subwliv ision ot lioldmgs should bo stopped altogether 

48C0 Mr Mehta — ^I thinl that one ot the reasons w by tho cultiv ator prefers to grow short staple cotton 
13, as j\Ir Eamp has pointed out, tliat it givc« an earlier rctiini Ho therefora gets Ins money eirlior and 
is thereby able to pay his Govomraont duos Tho Government dues are usually pav able about Janu ir\ 
and long staple cotton does not begin to come in very muoU before Jlarch, April and Jlay 

4801 Mr C N iradtu — I suppose that there must hav o been a shortage ot cotton it pure Punjab 
Amer can vv as getting Rs 050 and tho mixed stuff Rs 040 1 cannot concciv oof anv bodv buy ing mixed 
cotton vv hen pure cotton was ava lahle, espeoially at a difference of onlv Rs 10 If pure cotton is not avail 
able, mixed cotton would sell nt any price Personally I have tried to use this Punjab Amcrionn year after 
year but, as marketed m Bombay, I found it such poorstuiT, so uneven in stiplo and so uniform in oharaotor, 
that I have never been able to use fifty bales of it, although my mills have been crying for good cotton 

4862 M^o confirm w hat tho Cotton Trade Association lias told y'ou about tho mixing of gojhari and Broach 
and that although tho y leld of goghan may bo greater, the market pr.co of Bioaoli more than compoiisat cs for 
tho diflorence Ooghan should not bo encouraged at all in tho Broach tract At tho present moment, tho 
Broach cotton is deteriorating at a v cry rapid rate It w ill command only tho sanio prioo ns Ivhandosh cotton 
ind a very important tnds standard will therefore disappear 

1863 Damping ought to be entirely prohibited As fnr as I know , tlieio is no truth in tho statement 
that slight damping enables a halo of laiger size to bo pieiscd Tho desire to obta n illicit gam is probably 
tho strongest reason for dampipg 

4864 It IS a good idea that separate gmner cs should bo set aside for ginning American and desht cotton 
in the Punjab, if it is piacticable I understand that tho first pickings of Punjab American cotton are voiy 
short m staple , the seoopd pickmgs aro longer in staple nnd tho third are shorter again hut not so short os tho 
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first It seems to mo that tlio proper eourso would be to press the first pickings before beginning to press the 
second pickings I do not think that separate gmnerfes, as suggested u ould o\ ercome that diffioultj unless 
the first pickings were sent to one ginner and the second pickings to another but then one ginnery would bo 
lying idle and a double supply of ginneries w ould be required Wo hav e seen manj bales of long stapled cotton - 
with either lajyas or pure unadulterated seeds thrown into them 

4805 As regards the use of false weiglits in gimiing factories m order to cheat the cultivators I am afraid 
w 0 are not competent to express an opinion but, of course, it should bo a condition of a license that oiiH stand 
ard weights should bo kept in the ginneries 

4806 As regards the penalty for fraudulent mixing or damping our opinion is that, if an offence is com 
imtted, it should bo punishable and the amount of punishment should bo left to the proposeel Committee to 
decide but the punishment should fit tlie crime It w ould bo a very desirable thing if all factories w ere flagged 

4807 We have not suggested the abohtion of pools but wo have said that the Central Committee should 
regulate them I think that the Committee might fix a reasonable price for ginning and pressing If we were 
starting entirely afresh, it w ould be better to debar pools altogether but it w ould now be very hard ov on for a 
Central Committee to say wliioli ginneries should bo stopped and which should be kept going It is therefore 
much better to regulate pools and to let them settle w Inch factories shall be w orked 

4868 Mr Mehia — winsome cases pools have refused to gin pure cotton That should certamly be regu 
lated No pools should bo allowed with such an object In regard to the suggestion that the ginning charges 
throughout India should bo approximately the same, we are hardlv competent to give an opinion Much 
depends on laboui and dearness of fuel But there is no justification for charging Rs 3 per bale m one district 
and Es 9 in another We have already suggested that the Central Committee should regulate the prices, 
where a complaint is made that exorbitant prices are be ng charged Otherwise they should not interfere 
The rates should bo as nearly umform as possible, takmg mto cons deration local condition, and d sad vantages 
and allowing a sufficient margin for depreciation and profit 

4869 Mr Bamji — ^I think there would be a danger of ginnjig factory owners cutting out others from 
buying cotton I have noticed that when there is an unusually large crop and it is beyond the ginning capacity 
of the district the gimung factories refused to gin any cotton for outsiders They buy the Lapas at a low er 
mto and gin it themselves If the charge for ginning were regulated, it would be merely giving a monopoly 
to the gmnmg factory ow ners in the case of big crops It is only w hen there is a shortage of factories that 
there is no pool , the pools exist w here there are too many factories If a maximum rate for gmning w ere 
fixed, then the ginners w ould buy all the cotton and gin it themselves 

4870 ' Mr C N Wadta — If it w ere decided to levy a cess or tax in order to meet the cost of the Cotton 
Committee’s proposals wo should prefer an export tax for the reason that it is so very easily oalleoted It 
w ould bo very difficult to collect the tax at ov ery gmning and pressing factory It w ould be even more 
difficult to collect it on cotton which was not ginned or pressed except at the consummg factory An export 
tax IS paid by consumers in other countries I cannot see the force of the argument used by the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce that if an export tax only were levied and not a tax on the whole of the cotton grown, 
the mill owners would put that extra profit into their pockets and the cultivator would not benefit by it 
Funds must be provided for the expansion of the Agriculturil Department Wliether they are provided by 
an export tax w hich w e should prefer, or by a general tax, money must be provided for w ork on cotton and must 
bo earmarl ed for it I would suggest a separate agricultural staff entnely for w ork on cotton We want 
an organization something like tlio American organization which is very extensive 

4871 The question of the Sukkm Barrage is an engineering question, which it is for the Committee and 
the Irrigation Department to decide but wo think that a project for irrigating Sind should be taken in 
hand as soon as possible There are very large areas m Sind which, if they could be given water, would grow 
very fine cotton and wo lecommend that tins point should bo pressed m the Committee s Report as being 
most important and vital 

4872 (Afr Hodglinson ) The quality of long staple cotton m India is not so good ns it was ten years 
ago Saw ginned Dharwar American commanded a very high premium seven or eight years ago There 
w as a shortage of crop one year and w asto w as sent out from Bombay to be mixed with the lint of this cotton 
so that the cotton lost its name entirely The people who buy long staple cotton very largely will not touch 
saw ginned cotton now Our idea is that short staple cotton has not deteriorated to any material extent 
but tint long staple cotton has, the reason bemg mixture of seed and hap hazard sowing is also partly 
due to the ginning factories If they gin lapas from two different districts, the seed gets mixed and is sown 
mixed There is depreciation in the next crop and the process goes on As with most othei things it is a - 
case of the worse always driving out the better Deterioration due to pickmg unripe bolls is nothing like the 
deterioration due to the mixture of seed either know ingly orunknovvmgly We ire not in a position to make 
any recommendation with regard to the picking of the cotton In regard to the oiushed seed that is found 

in the b lies, I think it is caused to a certain extent by bad gmnmg A certain amount of adulter ition with 
crushed seed is done w ilfully in tlie ginning factories There is no adulteration with stones but there is a small 
amount w ith sand though nothmg like to the same extent as m America We have used American cotton and 
we found 36 to 50 lbs of sand in one bale When we complained, we are told that there had been a sand 
storm in that district We cannot reject the cotton when we have got it out hero and when it has travelled 
6 000 miles The natural moisture m Indian cotton varies a gieat deal according to the seasons We have 
no particular standard for that 

4873 Mr Mehia — ^Tho lapas docs got dew on it and that cannot be helped If one exammes the iMpas 
-III the morning, it is alw ays damper than when tlie sun has been on it The practice of w atering cotton w ith 

a hose pipe still goes on to a certain extent To a certain extent also the ground is damped and the lapas 
or bales of cotton placed on it I do not think that there has been much improvement in these respects 

4874 'Tllr 0 N Wadta — may mention one fact about dampness w Inch is of interest Cotton 
w eighed at CoUba in May and again in August gains ten pounds a bale in w eight during that period That 

allows the rate at which cotton can absorb mosture 

4875 Mr Mehta — use a considerable amount of Punjab American m my mills it is badly mixed w ith 
deshi or with some cotton which is presufnably deshi It is very irregular It is very difficult to say whether 
the irregularity is due to different pickings being mixed together or to mixture w ith desht The cotton is so 
uneven that it might be mixed w ith anything At all events a lot of the cotton which has come down to 
Bombay has shown signs of bemg mixed with deshi I cannot tell whether there is mixture when^s less 
than ten per cent Anything beyond that we can ^11 not only by the staple, but also by the feel of the cotton 

' Y 2 - 
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I have no\or been nble to buj in Bomby jinre I’unjnb Amtricnn I <lo not 1 no« -lOielbcr it c\uU , if it 
does, wo ha\o not conic across it 

4870 Mr HWm — Tho Dliarwnr Amcricsn cotton is nil him f;inncd Saw gins cliin the cotton sery 
mviob bettor than the roller gms but they make it softer llisn when it romts fioin the onlinsri roller gm 1 
behove It IS weaker in tests If the evpciienci of Dlmnyar \inciitsn is to be rehesl upon I would not ndyocate 
tho use of snyy gins for long staple cotton But I am hardly conipetont to dooule 

4877 B c agree that if clussification could t ikt pheo In st indartls w ithoiit any fancy names we should 
prefer it Tho special names haye become uimece'-ssty We should prefer cKssificstion by etnudarels 

4878 Tho Bremen prsotico of a mutual sllownnci is a y erj good one We should eerfnml> prefer to pay 
the allowance than to roceiye it Hie praetico of appointing ollienl arbitrvtors i^ also a yery good one and 
wo arc in fiuoiir of Biich a practice Tho arbitrators should be men who would bo iinoonneoled with the trsdo 
m other cipscitics after appointment Suitable men could be got if they yecro pud siifliciently highly 

4870 (Mr Roberts) Many mill owners own ginning factories up country Some of tho largest mill 
ownera liayo a yer^ large number of giniiuig factoriis up eountry The^ can control them to some extent, 
riicj complain of tho competition from the outnido factories If thi puiiishmcnt were made to fit tho enme 
it would be yciy easy to imdicatc w iteriiig and mixing 1 he Ni/ani« Goyernment is liying to do so now 
and has been tpufo hucces,ful so far I lake it that the first dufv of the propo ed Central Cotton Committee 
would be to cslabhsh a ‘ yard mtasiiri of d imping Oiici thil me isiire has been established it would be 
easy matter to say yyhether cotton yi is damped Iw yoiid that me isure or nnd( r that We recommend that 
fiiilj pressed hales should onij bo sent to n port oi i Iia/'o /Tde eonstinit r 

4880 M> idei is that the Sgnciiltiiral Depirtment hluwildjie olliei d seesl suppliers , if eiislribiition could 

bo amnged through iissooiatioii or eo operntiye cndil socii tiis it would tome to the a vine thing What yie 
want la that nolhiiig but Btleetoel seeds should bi sown by tbi ryots How tbe ryots yynnld obtain snob seed 
would bo a matter of detail , 

4881 1 u“cd Punjab Amenc in last year and the year before Hint 1\ o tnisl it in ai rj small quantities 
a hundred or two Imndrwl b lies It was not cirtificd ns pure We bought it m Bombay from Ralh Brothers 
It y\ os certified as I’linjnb American eotton — Rnllm schetion wbiteycr that may be This year one firm 
has issued a notice that this jear Punjab Vnierican cotton was coming m mixed but tli it, in n fiw yiceks, they 
yyould bo in a position to offer it pun to their clients but we hiye not sfcn it jet I think that ginning 
Punjab Amcnoan in one ginning factory and short staple cotton in anofber might bo friexl 

1882 Our idea is 111 it there arc certain dislrictH m yvliicli short st iplc cotton must be grown and lliaf it 
should be grow ti m these elistricts But w hero n disinol c m grow long stajile cotton, efforts should bo made to 
provide it with cotton winch is particularly pure and of long st ijilt for which tin re will by a great clamour in 
tho future, particularly if it is marketed pun and is of uniform staph Then there is the yjuestion of the 
Mahiiya tract which Jfr Manmoiiin Dis has mentioned Miihitya is jiarticnlsrly suitablo for long staph 
cotton The reason why short staple cotton is grown thin is that the ryots hayi to jny ihiir ln\ts nt the 
bogirming of the year T he short st iplo cotton in ittires qiiickt r and then fore it is grown in that ilistnct If 
there yy ere proper supery ision ohsory ition and rtgul ilion it yy otild hi jiossiblo to grow long stnjile cotton there 
I do not think that there hayo liocn any adequate cxpcrinicnts or tests tin re ns to yrlutli cotton is the most 
suitable 1 hay e> great objection to (he policy of disirihiitmg N R scnl y\ Inch is being folloyynl in Ixliandcsh 
For a time it iiiaj' work but tho crop deteriorates prulimllj If any reasonahli good eotton is replaced hj a 
cotton yyluch is not good, tho process of deterioration is not ihteetcil for a year or two It jirobahly takes 
three or four jears Then the cotton gels its proper yahintioii The pritc dojiemls on tho rclatno position 
of tho deteriorated cotton in the market Ixhnndesh cotton stands so low that it does not matter yerj much 
yy hat happens to it 


Mr N B SAKT.ATVALA, Director, Messrs Tata Sons & Co , Bombay 

ExAyilMD IT Boyinyy, JyxTjyuy. Jlst, 1T18 
Written statement 

4883 Preamble — ^Tho mows of mj firm of Messrs Tula Sons i, Co on tho soyoral questions under coasi 
deration hayo been exhoustiy elj placed before tlio Cominittco bj Sir Bo/onji Didabboj, tho Manager of our 
Central India Empress JIills nt Nagpiii Agam tho Bonibaj Millowners’ Association, of winch bodj I am a 
member of the Committee, hayo also dealt yyith tho soyoral questions from the millowners point of yiow, 
and tho Bombay Cotton Irado Association, also, of yyliich I am a Director, hayo in their written sfatoinent 
expressed their views as far as tho cotton trade is concerned I am, moreoyer, m iiorfcot agreement yyith 
tho opinions expressed by Sir Bezonji, though I do not endorse all tlio mows expressed bj' tho two bodies 
mentioned above I hope, therefore, I shall bo excused if I do not trayorso tho simo grounds again, but 
content mjself ywtl handing m a copj of my yyritton OMdeiioe on tho subject recentlj giyon before tho 
Industiial Commission (Aimoxuro 1) and confining mj further remaiks to tho attemjit niado for tho develop 
ment of tho grow th of American cotton in Sind, ii inatter in yyluch, I understand, jour Coinmittco aro taking 
a good deal of interest 

4884 WorJ nig of the Bind Ootton-Groieing Syndicate — ^IVitli this object in y loyy , I giy o liereyyith a brief 
survey of tho working of tho Sind Cotton Growing SjTidioatc, of winch I am a Director, and mj firm aro at 
present acting as agents, and which w as formed bj some of tho prominent Bombay niillowiiors w ith tho object 
of CO operating with Government in order to ciicourago the growth of long stapled cotton from American 
seeds in the canal districts of &znd, tho circumstances leading to its formation being briellj as follows — 

In Januarj 1912, the Goyernment of Bombay asked the Millowners’ Assoeintion wlietlici tlioj were pro 
pared to co opeiato with Goy eminent m experimenting with American cotton in bind and would proyido an 
agency for supplying suoli baled cotton to the markets Tho Association as a bodj' yycro unablo under their 
rules to do so, but tbe principal members of tho body' were yyillmg to form o Sjoidicate yyith that object m 
view' and w ere rCatly to meet Government for the purpose of arranging details m coimeotiou yy ith the scheme 
Accordingly after some correspondence and interviews with Government, on understanding for tho startmg 
of a Syndicate w as amy cd at as embodied m tho annexed letters from the momhers of tlio Sj ndioato to the 
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Secretary to Go\ eminent and their reply (Annexure 11) and at a meeting of the members held on the Oth 
April 1912, the follon mg resolution nas adopted — 

‘ Tint a Limited Liabihtj Companj be formed nith a capital of rupees one Hkh, half the amount^to 
be called up at an earlj date That the firm of Messrs Greaves Cotton and Co , be appointed 
managing agents and also the following gentlemen be asked to become Direotora, , Mr H R 
Greaves, Sir Farulbhoj Currimbhoy Mr J F Bradbuij, Jlr Manmohandas Ramji and Mr N 
B Saklatvala ” " ^ 

The prospectus issued bj the Syndicate very fully deals vith the objects for uhioh the nen companj was 
started, and the same is attached herewith for the information of the Committee, as Annexure III 

(2) Unfoi tunatelj for the Syndicate, in the first j'ear of its start Government were unable for various 
reasons to bring seeds in time for sow mg and thej asked the Sjmdicate to postpone operations foi one j ear 
Subsequently at a meeting held on the 27tli Juno 1912 when the Director and Deputj Director were also 
present, the following important points were decided upon — 

(0) The Syndicate were adaised to set up gins at Shikarpur rather than at Jaeobabad as land clo^e 

to the station, good w ater and cheap labour w ere more likely to bo obtained there 

(1) It was also thought necessary to set up a ginning factory at Mirpiirl has to deal with at least 1,090 

bales 

(c) Goy eminent undertook to induce cultivators to groyy long stapled cotton from American seed sup 

plied to' them and they further took upon themselves to get the cultivators to bnng then 

produce to the gins of the Syndcate 

(d) The basis of puce to be fixed and the mode of pay ment w ere as follow s — 

“ Half the price of Middling American as quoted in the Times of India of a date two or tliiee days 
prior to the date of receipt of the raw cotton at the gin should be pa d on account to the culti 
vators on dehyerj The percentage of lint to rayv cotton to be calculated for this purpose 
at 33 per cent ” 

“ Thus if Middling American was quoted in the Times of India at fid per lb the cultivator on deli 
veringlOOlb of raw cotton at the gin w as to be paid for 33 lb at 3d per lb The balance 
dyie to the cultivators was to be paid on the basis agreed on between the Syndicate and Goy 
ernment after receipt of the result of the grading of samples in Liverpool ” 

(3) After all the preliminaries were thus settled, it yvas naturally expected that a good start would bo 
made and the necessary stimulus given to the growth of Amciican cotton m the canal distr cts in Sind, but 
the Syndicate’s actual experience of five years has unfortunately been most disappointing owing to the under 
noted causes — 

(i) Seeds not being received in tune by Government, no sow mg could bo made tor the yeai 1912 and though 

all preparations were made to erect factories at Shikarpur and Slirpurkhas according to Government instruc 
tions, the whole season had to be lost ’ 

(ii) No American cotton has ever been grown at Shikarpur according to the undertaking given b;^ the 
Government Thus the factor? has never been able to work and all the expenses of the Syndicate have been 
incurred to no purpose The machinery of th s factory had to bo sold off at a loss of over Rs 700 and the 
buildings yv ere tal eii ov er by Government tor the sum of Rs 6,000 which my olved a further loss of over 
Rs 3,600, the reason given by Government for paying so much below the cost puce being that, in their 
opinion the buildings w ere badly put up by the then agents 

(lu) At the start, Government had taken upon themselves to induce the zamtndars to grow cotton from 
American seeds and to bring all their produce to the Syndicate’s factories for sale This undertaking they 
were not able to fulfil for various reasons and hence even the factory at Mirpiirldias never got enough stuff 
to w ork it on a commercial basis 

(iv) Government according to their promise were not able to provide the zamindars with unmixed seed 
enough even to keep the factoiy gomg during all the seasons 

(v) The mode suggested by Gov ernment for payment to the cultivators for their lapas was found unaccept- 
able by them and thus the zamtndars had very little mducement to grow American cotton in place of deshi 
This draw bad was remedied last year when Tata, Sons &, Co' took up the management 

(vi) The irrigation difficulties w ere experienced during all the seasons so much so that, during the present 
year, the factory could not be w orked at all as the expected crop w as much too small 

(vii) Government have maintained that if saw gins had been put up at the factory instead of the roller 
gms, the quality' of the crop would not have suffered, a statement which the Syndicate’s members are not 
prepared to subscribe to from their actual experience 

(viii) Government further maintain that the Syndicate from year to j ear has not paid the cultivators an 
adequate pr,ce for the American lopas and the difference m price between Ameiican and deshi lapas has not 
been a sufficient inducement to the cultiv ators to grow the former in preference to the latter 

In 1913, farm grown American cotton was valued at l^d in Liverpool, the price of middling American 
at that date and the district grown American at 1 or lid lower In 1914, the prices were upset by the out 
break of war, still farm grown American cotton secured 50 per cent premium over deshi prices In 1915, tho 
advantage was only 5 to 7A per cent Last year, the premium given was about 25 per cent though it was 
agreed among the Directors that the quality had deteriorated appreciably 

(ix) Mirpuikhas » a notoriously unliealthj spot and tlie management have to put up with great incon 
venicnee ow ing to sickness among the staff 

(4) To throw some further light on the subject and in tho hope that it would prove of some interest to 
the Committee I append a memorandum circulated by mo among tho Directors in this connexion on 31st 
May 1917 and maiked Annexure IV 

(5) To sunt up, it IS indeed unfortunate that a venture started by the members of the Syrndioate in co 
operation with the Government for such a laudable purpose should so far have proved a failure for reasons 
already mentioned The Syndicate launched the scheme not with any intention of making profits but with 
tho solo view of co operating with Government for furthermg the cause of tho growth of American cotton 
in Sind w here tho soil promised to give salisfaotorj results, but all the Syndicate’s exertions and expenses 
liav e hitherto show n no encouraging results This, how ever, is not to be w ondered at, since under the oxistmg 
conditions, it is cv ident that the venture was foredoomed to failure But there is no reason to despair for the 
glow th of American cotton in India, looking to tho success that has attended similar efforts made in the Punjab 
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and I still maintain that if attempts are made under more suitable conditions, in the light of past experience, 
the question has possibilities of success _ — 

ANNrVtTRE I 

Extrarl jrom the evidence qwrnty Mr N B Sal lahajalefore the Industrial Oommimon 

91 The adulteration of cotton has been for a number of tears engaging the attention of millouners -nith 
nut their being able to suggest an cffectivo remedy The adulteration is carried on in \arious stays bj the 
mixing of seecS, or Lapas, or cotton The u hole trade is at are of these goings on, and Indian nulls and Con 
tinental and Japanese exporters buj tins mixed stuff with their ejes open Puie cotton from the district of 
Its origin jB a larity m the Bombaj market, and it is safer to buy on spot, in the districts where the cotton 
IS grown, and to gin and press it under one’s own supervision There are manj examples of whole districts 
which have deteriorated m the quality of their cotton, until they have lost their reputation for their finer 
grades and have become of seoondarj importance The idea underlying the action of the cultivators and 
merchants is the facility for the disposal of the stocks afforded by cheaper stuff wliieli is more easilj saleable 
Many jears back Gorernment enacted a law making it penal to adulterate cotton, but they found the remedy 
worse than the disease, and gave it up 

112 B The improvement of Indian cotton, both as to jteld and as to quality, has of late been engaging 
the attention of all who are interested in the subject That there is vast scope m both these directions cannot 
be denied With the gi owing requirements of cotton all ovcrjthe world, and with the wild fluctuations m 
prices m the American crops, the grow mg of more and better cotton w ithin the British Empire becomes of 
greater importance every daj I must admit that the Government of India, the Local Governments of 
Provinces, and even the Native States, have not been idle, and experiments on a fairly extensive scale are 
bemg carried out for grow mg better stapled cotton and one that is free from admixture of indigenous 
varieties I have knowledge of Government’s great aotiMtj all over the country , but what I regret is that 
much of their exertions are nulhfied by the growers’ innate proclii itj to mix up seeds w ith the desht stuff in 
order to lesson prices I believe the grow th of Cambodia cotton at one time promised brilliant results, but the 
cotton has by degrees sunk to such a level that all sorts of good and bad stuff came to pass under this name 
The experiments w ith American seeds in Sind and the Punjab hare so far given encouraging results, and 
the pioneering work done by the respeotue Governments is laudable The British Cotton Growmg Associa 
tion have their eje on these tracts of land, where they consider, and rightly too, that the grow th of these 
districts should jneld results whicli maj, in time, to some extent, solve the Empire problem of growing 
cotton for its ow n requirements within the Empire Some of the Bombay mdlownors have also formed 
a Syndicate for buying hapas grown from American seed in Sind, and ginning it at their own factories, and 
thus encouraging farmers to go in for the growth of long stapled cotton A great authority like Professor 
Todd considers that India presents the best opportunity of growing cotton of finer quality suitable for 
Lancashire Mills, and he is stronglj of opinion that exertions in tins direction w ould yield speedy results 
I think that if cotton is grown on more scientific basis in suitable districts, if more use is made of foiti- 
lizers, more care taken m ginning and pressing and strict watch kept over adulteration m anj shape, India 
can very easilj regain its place in the cotton woild and be of the greatest help to the texlilo industrj of the 
Empire and moidentallj to itself • 


Annextoe II 

Letter to the Hon'ble Mr W H Lucas, Secretary to Qovemmenl, Bevenue Department, Bombay, dated 23rd March 

1912 

We desire to thank you and hlr Smart, the Director of Agriculture, for the kind mten lew you gave to 
us, the following members of the proposed Syndicate, for establishing a buying agency to co operate with 
Government in experimenting with American cotton in Sind, and for ginning, pressmg and suppljing baled 
American cotton to the market, and, as per our discussion with you, we now have the honour of laying before 
Government our formal proposals for cstabhshmg such an agency 

We understood from jou that the forty tons of American seed “ Triumph,” which the Government of 
Bombay had ordered through the British Cotton Growing Associat on, had boon delayed and that it will 
not likely be arriving here tiU the end of May It w ould be, therefore, too late this season to sow this seed in 
Jamrao and lower Sind, but that j ou are prepared to obtain ten tons out from Liverpool and to start oxpori 
ment at Jacobabad this year These ten tons will approximately grow 250 bales of cotton We further 
understand that the Director of Agriculture w ill be prepared to deliver such hapas grown from American seed 
or cause it to be dehveied, at the ginnCiy we propose to establish at Jacobabad free of all costs 
Accordingly our formal proposals are as follows — 

(1) That the Syndicate shall put down at Jacobabad, on a piece of land adjoining the Railway Station, 

which shall be given free by Government, a ginnery oonsistmg of ten machines, Macarthy cotton 
gins and tw o saw gins 

(2) That the special American cotton grown under Government supervision be ginned by the Syndicate 

at this ginnery and then pressed in bales either at Tando Adam oi another convenient place 
and then brought down~to Bombay ^ 

(3) The Syndicate w ould fiist offer to sell either by auction or bj private treaty such cotton in Bombay 

to local millowners or shippers to England , failing w Inch, at its option, ship the cotton direct to 
Liverpool or elsewhere 

(4) The SjTidicate at the beginning of the season send three or four type samples to Liverpool Cotton 

Exchange and have them graded on the basis of Middling cotton On receipt of reply from 
_ Liverpool by wiie, the Sjmdicate will day by day on the basis of above grading and price of 
Middling American of the day, pay the cultivators the equivalent price less the following 
charges — 

(a) Half per cent brokerage to the Sjndicate 

(ii) If sold in Liverpool less freight and insurance charges from Bombay or Karachi to Liverpool, v 
and all other selling expenses for warehousing, dehvermg and commission at Liverpool 
(c) If sold in Bombaj, all freight, insurance, warehousing and other charges from Karachi to Bombay 
and at Bombaj 
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{d) All charges of ginning, pressing, lailwaj and other charges to Karachi 
(e) And also interest for tn o months at fi\ o per cent 

(5) Ginning charges to be charged by the Sjndicate arc to he the average ruling charges in &iiid 

(6) If these proposals are accepted, this Sjoidicato -nill he prepared to co operate luth Government in 

1913 and 1914 on the same terms for all cotton grown by Government from Amoncan seed up 
to 100 tons of seed each year, subject to such modification as may he mutually agreed upon 
after the first year’s experience 

In conclusion, vve may say that if these terms are accepted, w o are prepared to form a Sy ndicato vv itli 
sufficient capital to give this experiment a fair trial * 

■ We have the honour, therefore, to request you to give us at an eaily date Government’s reply' to these 
proposals, so that Messrs Greaves, Cotton &, Co on our behalf can push on v ith the erection of a ginnery at 
Jacobahad, vv Inch is required by you to he ready by December of tins y ear at the latest 

(Sd ) N K Wadia 

(Sd ) F VZULBHOi COEBUrBHOr 

(Sd ) H R Gbevves 

(Sd ) C K Wadiv 

(Sd ) J F Bb vdbuba 

(Sd ) B D Patel 

(Sd 1 hlAlTMOILASD vs RVJtJI 

(Sd ) N B Sabt vtv vl v 

Belter from R D Bell, Esq , I C S Under Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to N N Wadia, Esq , Chatr 
man, Bombay Mtllowncrs Assoetatton, No 3168, dated 30lh March 1912 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 23id March 1912 submitting proposals 
for the foimation of a Syndicate for establishing a buying agency for long stapled cotton in Smd 

2 In leply I am to state that the Governor in Council approves of the scheme submitted by you and 
accepts vour proposals 

3 Hie Secretary of State for India has been requested by wiie to send ten tons of Tnuntph cotton seed 
immediately on arrival at Liverpool so as to reach Karachi by the middle of May at the latest to store the 
remaining thirty tons of the seed in England and to ship them after fumigation so as to reach India early in 
1913 

4 With reference to the Syndicate’s proposal tliat a piece of land adjoining the Railway station should 
be given free by Govemtaent for the erection of n ginnery' at Jacobahad, I am to say that the Commissioner 
in Smd vv ill bo requested to select a piece of Government land and it is hoped that a piece will ho found to 
suit the requirements of the Syndicate 


Am<ev.ure III 

Extract from the Prospectus of the Stnd Cotton Growing Syndicate 

Incorporated under the Indian Company’s Act, 1882 
- ' Rs 

Share Capital ^ 1,00,000 

Paid Capital 50,000 

In Ordinary Shares of Rs 100 each payable — 

Rs 25 on application 
Rs 25 on allotment 

Balance as and when required subject to one month’s notice being given 
Ko interest will bd allowed on amounts payable on apphcation or allotment Dividends on the shares 
vv ill be declared at the annual General Meeting of the Symdicate and w ill he pay able thereafter, but the Direc 
tors have power to pay interim dividends on account of the dividend for the current year when in their 
opinion the profits permit 

Directors 

The Hon’hle Mr H R Greaves 
The Hon’ble Sir Fazulbhov Currimbhoy 
The Hon’ble Mr Slanmohandas Ramji 
J F Bradbury, Esq 

N B Saklatvala, Esq ' 

Banters 

The Bank of India, Limited" 

/ 

Agents 

Slessrs Greaves, Cotton A Co 

Registered Office 
1, Forbes Street, Bombay 

In issuing this prospectus, the Directors of the Syndicate beg to draw the attention of the members of the 
Bombay Millow ner ’ Association the Bombay Cotton Trade Association and the Bombay Cotton Exchange 
to the object tor vvliich it is formed > 
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It IS not expected that in tlie first jcu s working there auH he nnj profit vml tlic fact to ho kept m aim 
IS that It IS ncccssarv to bniiplemcnl the existing supplj of long staple cotton and to co operate w ith Goa orn 
incnt in their endcuours to produce Iho bosl^class of cotton aaailablc J hero haao been ni ma references 
both m the press and clsenlicrc to the sovroila of long staple cotton, and the Direetors trust that cacraon' 
interested in the cotton oiop of India and tlio cotton industry will support the «ohcinc and do their Wf to 

inake it a success - 1.1 

Go\cninieiit are importing seed and "Will supervise the sowing growing niid everything m connexuui 
with It aind this Syndicate is formed to issist Goa eminent in then ohjcct and also to proaido the best means 
of marketing the crop and nssuimg the oultiaatoi a reasonable price for his produce, and supplamg the loo i! 
mills with the long staple cotton whioh is needed The large import itions of Amcricvn cotton this sc.ason 
proae that there is a market for good class cotton in India, and should there be a repetition of this acars 
short local crop coupled w itli shortage in Amcr ca, the mills which require a long st iple cotton w ould be soriouslj 
handicapped and probablj faced with no altcrnatiac but to close down — 

The fej-ndicatc is at present discussing and arranging w ith Goa eminent regarding the details of the w orking 
and it IS hoped that they w ill bo able t o settle it at an earla date 

Tlio Sj ndicate is formed for the purpose of co operating aa ith Goa emmont in experimenting w ith American 
cotton in Sind and for ginning, prcss'ng and supply ing baled American cotton to the market either m India or 
elsewhere 

The Syndicate will erect a Gm Fnclora at Jacobabad and will gin the layas grown under Goa eminent 
supervision and will press and bale the same and rail it to Bombaj or Karachi or elsewhere for the purposes 
of sale 

The Sj-ndioate is formed to co ojicrato with Goaernment this ^enr and in 1013 and 1011 
The Sj ndicate will carr 3 on the business of fattorj owners, cotton merchants, brokers, shippers or ana 
thing else oonneoted aaith the sale of cotton 

The Bubscrihing member-, to tin S\ ndicate aro at present — 

N N Wadia, Fsq 
J F Bradbiira, Fsq 
Iho Hon bio Mr H R Greaaes 
llio Hon’ble Mr Manmohandns Ramji 
live Hon’blo Mr lamlbhoj Curriinbhoj 
Bomanji D Petit Fsq 
N B .‘'aklataala. Esq 
The Agents of the Sj ndicate will bo — 

Messrs Greaaes, Cotton iV Co 
Pile registered offico of the iSj ndicate w ill bo — 

1, I'orbes Street, Boinbaa 


AKXTxunr IV- 

Note on the not] tug o/ the Siwl Cotton Groiimg Syndteate yrejmreeV by Mr N B SaJJati'da 
As requested at the last Board Jlcoting, I beg to submit mj note on the worl mg of the ^md Cotton 
Groaaing Sjoidioate, Limited, for the season xa Inch has just closed ' 

I shall not go oacr the grounds alrcadj traaersed last tear ns in the correspondence between Goaernment 
and Mr N N Wadia, but tra to put before the Directors how far the terms laid down then haae been acted 
"^pon, and aaith aahat effect 

1 It aa as resolved last j car that the Slid arpur Factoi a for reasons aa ell know n should bo closed for good 
The machinerj was disposed of bj Jfessrs Greaaes, Cotton A Co, and the buddings iftti some corres 

pondence w ere tal on oa or ba Goaernment foi Rs 5,000, illliough tliea had cost the Samdic ate Rs 8 700 

2 As resolaed Messrs 'lata .Sons Co took oacr the inanagomcnt from 1st August I'tlC, and sent their 
purchasing agent and engineer to the district as soon ns the cotton began to niriae in September lOlG Samples 
of hapas w ere sent to Boinbaa imincdiatolv for a dilation The same aa ore examined ba the D rectors, and the 
purchasing agents weie asked to sceuro all the aandablo Lajxts grown from American seeds Thoa started ba 
making cash paj ments for all the hapas brought to them, and this mode of paa meiit w as a era much appreciated 
by the cultivators In the begmnmg tlic pricc'paid for this hapa<i was Rs 18 0 to Rs 2 per innund oacr 
the rfcsAi aarietj Phis was gradinllj laiscd till at the end the extra pajment agreed upon w as Rs 3 to 
Rs '3 8 0 more for big lots The Director of Agrioulture in il es out that for the American hajms 23 per cent 
more price aa as paid than for the deshi 

As you will remember, Goaernment haao kindlj consented to share halt the loss of the woiking of the 
Mirpurkhas Factory in consideiation of the Sind American crop being onlj about 250 bales In addition, 
hoaaever, to the ginning of the Sind American, the faclorj' aans able to secure oiders for ginning desht cotton, 
and thus it aa as possible to minimuo the w orking loss aa liioli is not expected to bo at all hcaa a 

The crop besides being poor m quantity left inucli to bo desired m point of quahtj also In 1913, tins 
cotton was valued at the same price as Middlmg American In 1914, it aaas aalued sliglitlj iboam Sliddling 
American and secured a premium of fifty per cent oaor deshit In 1915, the premium secured was about 5 
to /I per cent and m 1916 about 25 per cent It is a era likclj that in 1915, American groaan cotton had not 
a fair field, but in 1916, though the first samples shoaan aaoro a lined at tlio same piSoo as Naasari, subsequent 
lots aiere so poor that thej could not fetch anj highci latcs than the one aetualla leahscd All the Directors 
are agreed that the cotton aa as leafy and variable in staple and the feel aaas harsh, more like desht than 
American 

The Director of Agiiculture assures us that the seed aaas selected and there avas no trace of mixing aaith 
deshi, and he suggests that the falling off in quality raaj bo owing to the roller ginning of cotton If that 
aaere so the cotton of formei season should haao suffered in the same aaaj I am inclined to think that the 
causes should be sought foi in the lieaa j rams this season, the deterioration of seeds, and perhaps bad ginning 
Bly conclusions aro that it is not aaorth the trouble of maintaining the Syndicate (1) if its factories have 
so little hapas to handle cverj season, (2) if the quality of hapas is as poor as it avas tins season, (3) if the 
faotorj IS situated in such a notoriouslj unhcalthj place that it is difficult to maintain an efficient staff, and 
(1) if the coming season is foredoomed to failure oaaing to the shutting off of the Jararao Conal for necessary 
repairs 
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llie Sjnd cate was iie\ei intended to bo a piofit caniing concern but it cannot, on tho other Iiand go 
on losing monoj from j eai to j car more tbpcoially as tho object « ith w Inch it w as started is not being fulfilled 
Considering all these circumstances, it would bo advisable to wind up tho Company and sell tho machinery 
when theie is i fa'r prospect of getting a good piioe 

Mn N B &\ia,ATVVijA, called and ovamined 

4885 {President ) The bind Cotton Growing Sjndicate is still in existence We started with two ginning 
factories, one at Miipurkhas and the other at Sliiknipiir The factory at Shikarpur was neacr worked and 
has been closed for good The Mirpurkhas factory Ins been closed this year ns the Goveinmcnt told us that 
the Jamrao Canal was being closed foi some repairs, and tbnt, tlierefoie, tlieciop of American would bo very 
small and thej w ould bo able to deal wath it on the Gov ernment fai ni The question now before tho Directors 
IS whether, after the experience of several ycais, which has been so disappointing, it is worth while to go on 
or whether it would not bo bettci in tho interests tjf every body to wind up tho concern Tho reason foi 
the failure of tho opeiations has been that the assured crop that we vieio to get never materialized to any 
appicoiable extent Wo only got a few hundred b lies I am not personally acquainted with Sind As to 
the question w hothei , in tho ev ent of irrigation conditions being altered and there being an assured crop 
of Ainciican cotton, it would bo possible for the Syndicate to resume work on the same lines, I am afraid 
otir experience has not been eiioouiaging We should think twice before launching out on another scheme 
of the same lutuie It would be some time before conlidence could bo re established 

488G klj peisoinl view in legard to adullciation is that adulteiation has been encouraged because the 
con,unicrs so far have not sulliciontly discouraged it The cultivator has felt that he did not get the price 
fir long staple cotton that ho had a right to cxjiect Mixed cotton has fetched a better price pi opor I innately, 
th'-rofoie it has paid to mix 

4887 We are very large useis of Punjab Ameiican cotton My own experience is that even pure Punjab 
American from Lyallpur is not up to tho best of some of the indigenous cottons such as Navsari and the best 
Oomras 

4888 (Mr IKai/iff ) Wo bought a factory at Lj allpur lecently from a member of the pool there Our 
buying agent may have given an undertaking that wo would join the pool but ns a firm I don t think wo 
could hav e done so It is not our policy 

4889 (Mr IlodgUnson) I am quite sure that the growth of pure cotton would be encouraged by 
paying a higher premium than we have been paying so fai Wo can afford to pay a higher premium I am 
speaking of my own firm Tho ti ade goncrnlly is of anothei opinion We have soouied every market m 
ordei to get pure cotton and we try to pay tho best puce we can affoid to pay' The trade as a whole does 
not pay as high a piemium as it could affoid to piy It is bettei to get puie cotton and pay a higher price 
for it than to got this adulterated cotton Up to tho present year, w o hav e alw ay s bought the purest possible 
cotton but this year conditions weio different and it paid us to buy mixed cotton for oui lower counts 
This'J’ear tho puces hav 0 been abnormal I may mention that Bcrai cotton which is short staple sold at 
Rs 040 whereas wo could buy mixed Punj ib Ameiican at Lyallpur at Es GOO We do our own mixing for 
manufacture Wo have not been voiy largo buy cis of Cambodia cotton ourselves but tho little that we 
bought at tho beginning, came to us in a vciy good state and it was then a better cotton than Lyallpur 
One gets all sorts of cotton now under tho naino of Cambodia 

4890 (Mr Roberts) As to tho conditions under which tho cultivators wore paid m Sind, I have 
mentioned in my written ev idcnoo that the condition was that half tho price should be paid at once and 
half retained untd wo received tho Liverpool v aluations This was found unacceptable because the cultivator 
like I to have the whole amount at once Ho did not mind if it vvcie a little less or more provided ho got 
tin w hole of it at once Last year we paid tho whole amount straight away There was no difficulty in 
paving in actual lupces I do not think they wore p- id in cheques They vv oro jir id in o^sli taken from 
U) derabad 

1891 Ono of tho chief difiioulties in rcg"id to Ameiican cotton in Sind w"3 undoubtedly the iirig"tion 
difficulty But my iniprcssion is tint tho chief difficulty vv s the seed difiiciilty There vva never enough 
seed 1 would attach more impoit nco to tho w"nt of seed than to the irrig-tioii difficulty I cannot s y 
wlnt tho reason for tho low proniium was iii 1910 •’svvo were not m-'iiaging the •’ffairs of the Syndic-'te that 
yo’i We only took them up in 191G 

4892 In Bomb'’y tho mills buy both ic> dy "nd future cotton There h" vo been more future contra cts 
dining tho l"st two 01 throe years than thcio wore before They buy on the station n"meB "S a rule 
Most of them buy ready cotton on tho spot "t C'olab -nd thciothey i ro guided more oi loss by the mme 
ofthocotton I ni-’fr id they att oh moio importance to cl" ss "iid tho name of the station tin n to staple 
Tint IS why wo got at Colabi , "s I think, iiinoty pci cent of mixed cotton From the spinner’s point of view 
a st"ndard for Indi< n cotton b"scd on bt"plo for ribitr"tionpuip03CSwouhl bo welcome if such a system 
were found praotiC"blB 

4893 This y 0 , r w 0 bought 20,000 b"les of Puiij b cotton — mostly Punj b Ainorio"n Wo use it in all 
our nulls Tho cotton Ins not come in sufliciont qu ntitics to einble any opinion to bo given "S to whether 
it has detcrior"ted or not Tho short st"plo cotton of Bei"r fetched a bettor price this y e-'r owing to specul" 
tion and otlioi causes Even mixed AmeiiC"u should fetch " better puce tlnn tho Central Provmces and 
Beiar jan cotton In my opinion, Punjab Ameiican is vvoith more th" nit is getting now 


Mr P D PATEL of Messrs Patel Bros , Bombay 

EXVtUNED IT Bovibvy, J vnu vey 31st, 1918 
Written, statement 
I — AoBicuLTunAi, Experiexce 

4894 (Preamble ) This question h-'s been engaging the attention m India for a considerable time past 
It may safely bo B"id that foi thirty years, off and on, sover"! experiments have been made, ample results 
recorded and valuable les^s have been learnt I am not aware of any serious "ttempt on a considerably 

VOIi IV , ' 
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It IS not cvpcotod thnt in tlio first 'v c ir h n orking llicro Mill lio nnj profit mil (ho faol to lio 1 opt in vjom 
IS that It IS ncocssar^ to supplement the existing supply of long staple cotton and to oo opcrilc Mith &n;tni 
inont in their cndcasoiirs to produce the bcst.tlass of cotton aaailahlc J hort. haso hecti nnny rtfeances 
both in the press and clso«liero to the soarc ty of long staple cotton and the Dircctora trust that caorrone 
interested in the cotton crop of India and (ho cotton imlusti;j Mill support the schemo and do their Iwst to 

make it a success i ,i 

Go^c^lment are importing seed and Mill supeiaiso the soMing groMing and everything in connexion 
Mith It -and this Syndicate is formed to assist Goyemment m their object and also to provide tin, best means 
of marketing the crop and assuring the cultivator a rcisoniblc price for his produce, and mipplymg the lord 
mills with the long staple cotton mIhoIi is needed 'Ihc large importations of \mcricyn cotton this season 
prove that there is a marl ct for good chss cotton in India, and should there bo a repetition of (his years 
short local cioji coupled with shortage in \incr ca, the nulls vv Inch rcepiire a long si iple cotton m ould be seriously 
handicapped and probably fated m ith no altcmativ o but to dost doyv n 

The fvyaidicatc is at picsent discuasing and irranging vv itli Gov eninient rtg irdmg the d( tads of (ho vv orking 
and It is hoped that they vv ill be able to settle it at an earlv date • 

The Syndic itt is formed for (ho purpose of co operating with Govenimcnt in oxpcriincntmg vv itli Aincncin 
cotton m Sind and for ginning pressmg and supply mg baled Ann rican cotton to (lit niarke t cither in India or 
clsow licrc 

The Syndicate Mill erect a Gm Factory at .Taeobabad and will gm the la)w grown under Government 
supervision and will press and bale the same and rail it to Bombay or Kariehi nr clscMhcrt for the purposes 
of sale 

Iho Syndicate is formed to co ojierato yvitli Government this year and in lOlI and 1014 
The Symdicato will carry on the business of factory ouiiers cotton merchants, brokers, ahipiiers or any 
thing else connected with the sale of cotton 

'Iho Rubscribing member-, to (be Syndicate are at present — ■ 

N N Wadn Fsq 
J I Biadburv, Fsq 
'Iho Hon bio Mr H R Greaves 
'Ihc Ilon’blc Jlr JIanmohnndas Rainji 
'Iho llon’blo Mr la/uibhov Currinibhoy 
Bomuiji D Petit, Fsq 
\ B Saklatvah, I,,s.q 
'The Agents of the Syndicate yyill be — 

Messrs Grovves, Cotton Co 
'Iho registered ofTico ot the Syndicate yyill bo— 

1, I orbes Street, Bombay 


AxMxurr IV 

A'ofc on the uorltiig of the Siiif! Colton Qrotang Syndicate jirr]ximl~hi/ Mr M B Saltatmla 
As requested at (he last Board Jlceling, 1 beg to submit my note on the vvorl ing of the Sind Cotton 
Growing Syaidieatc, Limited, for the season Mhich has just closed 

I shall not go over the grounds alrcidy traversed last year ns in the correspomlcnco botyyecn Goveniment 
and Mr N N Wndia, but try to jiut before the Diicctors how far the terms la d down then have been aotctl 
^pon, and vyith yvhat effect 

1 It yy as resolv ed last y car that the Shikarpur I actory for reasons vy ell know n should bo closet! for good 
'riio nnehmery was disposed of by Messi-s Greaves, Cotton &. Co , and the buildings after Bomc corros 

pondenco M ere tal cn ov or by Govenimcnt for Rs 5,000, ilthoiigh they had cost the Syndic ito Rs S 700 

2 As resolved Messrs lata 6ons A. Co tool over (ho management from Ist August I'lIO, and sent (he r 
purchasing agent and engineer to the district as soon ns the cotton began to ainvo in Peptember 1010 Samples 
of kapas vv ere sent to Bombay immediately for y nliialion 'Tlio same vv tro exaiiimcd by the Dircctoi-s, and (ho 
puiohasing agents vveio asked to scciiro all the available Injxis grown from Vmeiican seeds They st vrted by 
making cash payments for all the Injias biought to them and this mode of jiny iiient was very much appreciated 
by the cultivators In the beginning tlio price pud for this lapa'i vv as Rs 18 0 to Rs 2 per niaund over 
the dcs/ii y ariety This was grldinlly raised, till at the end the extra payment agreed upon w as Rs 3 to 
Rs 3 8 0 more for big lots Hie Director of Agriculture makes out that for the Amoiican kajtas 2 1 per cent 
more piicovvas paid than for the dcslii 

As you Mill lemembor. Government have 1 indly consented to share half the loss ot the working of the 
Mirpurkhas factory m consideration of the Sind American crop being only about 250 bales In addition, 
howevei, to the ginning of the Smd Amoiican, the factory was able to secure orders for ginning dahi cotton, 
and, thus it vv as possible to mmimize the vv orking loss yv Inch is not expected to be at all heavy 

The crop besides being poor m quantity left inucli to bo desired in point of quality also In 1913, this 
cotton was valued at the same price as Jliddlmg American In 1914, it was valiitd slightly above Jliddling 
American, and seemed a premium of fifty per cent over f/es/n In 1916, the premium scoured was about 5 
to 74 per cent and in 1916 about 25 poi cent It is very likoly that m 1915, Amonoaii grown cotton had not 
a fair field, but in 1916, though the first samples slioun were v ilucd at the same pi\co as Nay sari subsequent 
lota were so poor that they could not fetch any higher lates tlinii the one actually lealised All the Directors 
are agreed that the cotton yy as leafy and vaiiablcin staple and the feel was harsh, more like deehi than 
American 

The Director of Agnoultuio assmes us that the seed was selected and there was no trace of mixing with 
deem, and ho suggests that the falling off in quality may bo owing to the roller ginning of cotton If that 
were so the cotton ot formei season should have siiffoicd in the same way I am inclined to think that the 
causes should be sought for m the heav y rains this season the deterioration of seeds, and perhaps bad ginning 
My conclusions are that it is not worth the trouble of maintaining the Syndicate (1) if its factories have 
BO little kapas to handle every season, (2) if the quality of kapas is as poor as it was this season (3) if the 
factory is situated in such a notoriously unhealthy place that it is difficult to maintain an efficient staff, and 
(I) if the coming season is foredoomed to failure owing to the shuttmg off of tlie Jamrao Canal for necessary 
repairs 
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Tile S^Tid cate mis nc\ei intended to be a piolit einiing concern, but it cinnot, on the other band, go 
on losing nionoj from j e ir to ^ t ir, more especial^ as tlio object h itli n Inch it n as started is not being fulfilled 
Considering ill tlio^e circnnistanccs, it'noiild be advisable to viind up the Company and sell the machinery 
VI hen there is a fa'r prospect of getting a good piioo 


Mn N B Saklvtvvia, called and examined 

4885 (President) The bind Cotton Grovvang Sjndicate is still in'^existcnce V e started vvath two ginmng 
factories, one at Mirpurkhas and the other at bhikaipni The factory at ShikarpUr was never worked and 
has been closed for good The Mupurkhas factoi-y has been closed this year ns the Gov ernment told us that 
the Janiiao Canal was being closed foi some repairs, and that, theiefoio, theciop of American would be very 
small and they w oiild be able to deal w itli it on the Gov ernment faun The question now before ttie Directors 
IS w hethcr, after the cxpeiienoo of sov oral yeais, which has been so disappointing, it is w ortli while to go on 
or whetliei it would not be better in the interests <5f every body to wind up the concern The icason lor 
the failure of the operations has been that the assured crop that we were to get nevei motcrialized to any 
appicciablo extent We only got n few hundred bales I am not persoiiallj acquainted with Sind As to 
the question whotlioi, m the event of iriigation conditions being altered and there being an assured crop 
of American cotton, it would be possible for the Syndicate to resume work on the same lines, I am afraid 
our experience has not been cnoom aging Wo should think twice before launching out on another sohemo 
of the same natuic It w ould be some time before conhdence could be re established 

4886 My peisonal view in reg ird to adulteration is that adulteialion has been encouraged because the 
oonjumers so far have not suffioiently disoouiagod it Ihe ciiltivatoi lias felt that he did not get the piico 
f ji lon^ staple cotton that ho had a iiglit to expect Mixed cotton has fetched a better price piopoilionately, 
th lefoio it has paid to mix 

4887 We are very large users of Punjab Ameiican cotton My own experience is that even pin e Punjab 
American from Lyallpur is not up to the best of some of the indigenous cottons such ns Navsnri and the best 
Oomras 

4888 (Mr II adin) Wo bought a faotoiy at Lyallpur lecently from a mcmbei of the pool there Our 
buying agent may have given an undertaking that we would join the pool but ns a firm I don’t think wo 
could have done so It is not oui policy 

4889 (Mr Hoighnson) I am quite sure that the grow th of pure cotton would bo encouraged by 
■pay ing a higher premium than w c have been paying so fai We can afford to pay a higher premium I am 
speaking of my own firiii The tiade generally is of another opinion We have scoured every market in 
ordei to get pure cotton and we try to pay the best piico wc can affoid to pay The trade as a whole does 
not pay as high a premium as it could afford to pay It is bettei to get pure cotton and pay a higher price 
for it than to get this adulterated cotton Up to the present y ear, w e hav e alw ay s bought the purest possible 
cotton but this year conditions were different and it paid us to buy mixed cotton for oui lower counts 
This'^eai the prices hav e boon abnormal I m ly mention that Bcrai cotton w hich is short staple sold at 
Rs 640 wheieas wo could buy mixed Punjab Ameiican at Lyallpiii at Bs COO We do oui own mixing for 
manufacture Wo have not been v eiy 1 irgo buy cis of Cambodia cotton ourselves but the little that wo 
bought at the beginning, came to us in a V cry good state and it was then a better cotton than Lyallpur 
One gets all sorts of cotton now under the n ime of Cambodia 

4890 (Mr Roberta) As to the conditions under which the cultivators were paid m Sind, I have 

mentioned in my waitton evidence that the condition was that half the price should be paid at once and 
half retained untd wc reoeiv ed the Liverpool valuations Tins was found unacceptable because the cultivator 
like 1 to have tho whole amount at once He did not mind if it were a little less or more provided he got 
the w hole of it at once Last year we paid the vi hole amount stiaight away There was no difficulty in 
paving in actual rupees I do not think they woio p-id in cheques They wore p-id in c sh trken fiom 
Hyderab id ' 

4891 One of tho chief difficulties in rcg"u(^ to Amtiic-ii cotton in Sind w"b undoubtedly the irrig tioii 
difficulty But my impression is th"t tho chief difficulty w"s tho scevl difficulty There was never enough 
seed 1 would att-’di more import-nco to the w -nt of seed than to tho irrig-tion difficulty I cannot s y 
whrt tho reason for tho low pioinium wes in 1915 -s wo were not iii-iirging tho flairs of the &yndiO''to thet 
ycr Wc only took thorn up in 1916 

1892 In Bomb'’y tho mills buy both ic< dy rnd future cotton There Imv o been more future coiitr-cts 
dining the lest two 01 three y errs tlrn tlicio wore before They buy on tho strtion n-ines "s a rule 
"Most of tlioiii buy icdy cotton on tho spot rt Col'b- "iid there they "re guided more oi less by the n"me 

of the cotton I "Ui "fi id they "tt"ch inoio impoiteiice to class -iid tho nemo of the Bt"tion than to st"ple ^ 
TIrt IS why wo got et Col b", "S I think, ninety per cent of mixed cotton From the spinner s point of view 
a st nd-ird for Indu n cotton b"scd on st-’plo for oibitr"tion puiposcs would bo welcome if such a system 
were found practic’blC 

1893 This ycxi wo bought 20,000 b les of Punj-b cotton — mostly Punj b Amoiio"n We use it in all 
our mills The cotton has not come in sufficient qu ntitics to en"blo t ny opinion to be given "s to whether 
it has deteriorrted or not Tho short st plo cotton of Ber-r fetched a better price this ye-r owing to spccul" 
tion and other causes Even mixed Anieiio'’n should fetch r better price th"n tho Centr"! Provuices end 
Berar jori cotton In my opinion, Punj, b Americ-n is vvoith more th- n it is getting now 


Mr P D PATEL o£ Messrs Patel Bros , Bombay 

Ex-VsnNED AT Bomb VI, JA^uvRY 31st, 1918 

s 

WriUen slalemcnl 
I — Aobicoltdbai. Expebience 

4894 (Preamble ) This question lies been eng-ging the attention m Indr for a considerable time past 
It mry safely bo s^id th?t for thirty years, oft "nd on, soveial experiments lirvc been m^dc, ample results 
recorded and valuable losses have been Ic’rnt I am not avvrro of any serious rttempt on a considerably 
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good so do b vscd on soicntilic pioundH im^ mg bcu. lit (lo Nor itni I on tu of ith iblo itrid dtl'vdcd Iitci.Kuro 
dn tbo Biibiect Slo-t probidih Clo\ crnmciit bin iituinmliited n conmdaiibli, nmomit of knowicdgo on tlio 
Biibjeol, nnd, most, piobnblj it. mnst bo hmg buiiul m Uio monntnms of Coicrnmcnt records, tin a tol on 
df memorj to its soicnil anthorf. and an food for tbe nornJB 

489S ProifiwU of Slulc facihhce for og/icidfiirids — Our Goicrnmcnt cm Mcll lako a Inf out of 
the metboda of tbo Goi eminent of the United Sl-tc of Aiiionci, in rigard to tbo btatc facilities for Ibo agn 
culturists WIicii I Msitcd America in 1010, 1 niido mwtlf ntqiiainicd uilli Uiok met) odn nnd, from mj 

OTporionoo of 21 )0.arfl in tbo cotton trade, I ma> me tbcicisgrc t loom for improccmcnt in tbo in.itcriah 

and help our Indian Goicriimcnt undertikcs to nlloid to tbo Indian agncultiiiirt i I'or instance, in cicr> 
important cotton distiicl in Amciica tbiio t\ists a C oicinmcnt farm, uliiro tbo local I ibour in employed, 
not to run tlio farm on a commercial basm, but to iiiip-rt pi-actii 1 scientific kiioukdgo m Ibo cultication of 
cotton Tbo results obtained and tbo a aiioim Icb-oiiii Iciriit aio in cicb c pc recorded, printed, nnd c ircuintcd 
gratis, amongst tboso intcrc ted in cotton Such an orgmiKition, on light line <, lull seek to loner tbe cost 
of production, bj cmplojmcnt of rcicntific iiiipIemonlS in idaco of aboriginal, nnd so incica o the margin of 
profit 

4890 AccUm-itisalton of Aiw'ric'iii I'anrtics in lii'lia —There is non no doubt tbit Gorii/pium 
herhaccitm, to nliioli tbo Jtiel Imeriem epidifj of cotton belongs, did not origiiiillj belong lo America, in 
spontaneous in India and was introduced iii Amcriea finm tbo eastern coist of India IVliat untold nealtb 

America by Its sciontifio and cconoimc iiictheMlHliaHacbitiiel fiom cotton iie eels no narration llius if tbo 
Sful American cotton n as a nitnc of Indii, iliceinne*i no trelob of iiirgimit ion to toneciic the idea of its 
gfoirtb in Iiielia broin tbo results up to non obtained from tbe capcniiients of Ibo ciiltii tioii of longer 
stapled cottons made in Indi , it brs been proacd Ibat tbo outturns were niucli loner Ibaii n bat i re 1 nonn 
to jield m Amcriea iindor faaour iblo coiiditioiu, but it nas also obsi rirel tbat tbo Ion outturns ncrc duo to 
ada orso oiia ironiiiont and tb t tbea could biao been In tter b\ affording tbe aarictics eaperimentesl upon Ibo 
faaourablo conditions CBseutial for full de \ clopiiioni Non, as to eprlita, ( omu larie lies gron n from Amcrie m 
Becdsjicldcdgood, badi nd indifferciit eoltoii 'I be best >11111 in ere of tbo fine st in colour, aery i oft iiitc’cturo, 
nbioli could bo used for spinning Kte Stk, and We Otbei a met us a leld epialila good ciiougb for ppinning 
20s nnd 305 Tlieso aim h ato in gre t eUiii nil for nulls nbieb iiropo.-! to liiiiil tlieir output to elotba of finer 
toxtiiro I tbink tli it n itb tbe slafT eapciieiico non aanil ible in tbi' Agrieiilturil Dep irtmcnt i, Btrioui, expcri 
monts sliould bo oairicd on for i faiily long pciiod in the leelimiti'vition of Amine n aancliCb capcciaila of 
tbo nenci Amcnean tapes nitb ubortei pciiod of giontb tban t.omo of tbo older one , .iiid tbat tbin should 


bo done m oa erv part of India 

(2) At tboflainotime, I feel tb it eacn nitli all Ibip, it iionia ai litre y on can gel i longer groning period — 
either tbiougb evirla soniiig nitb iriig tion or tlnoiigb ipecial suit ibilita of iliiiutc— tlrt tbcjc eaotie tapea 
are likely to succeed and pia tbo cultia atom In Kbaii'lesli, IJcrir Central liielii, Hiijputan i nnd tbo Deccan 
aa far south as .Sliolapur, I elei not tlimk tbo noniiig peason cm be inailo long eiiemgb ba iitbei of tbe aboao 
raotbodsto make groning tbe ocaotii long taplc cottons ])iy is lompared mill tbo present aarieln j aabich 
gron quiokla andyicldnell 1 lie s.auio preibabla pplicsto Nortbirn (>ujarat In oilier p irts of Indi a, there 
arc reaaono to suppose lb t caotic col tons mil gron anil piia an 11 In NorIb Imli i, fbismil be ba cirlv Boning 
under irrigation In thee istcrn p irt of tbo Ceiiti il I’roa met i, and in tbo aiholo of .South Indi i a i fi r north 
ns the South Dcccin (including tbo prc<-iiit “ WtMeriis ” districts) tbero bcciih re boh for siippoimg that 
exotio cottons of special la pesmaa grow and piv aitll as tbo tlim ilo reems not nnsiiilible The special typo 
aiill need a lot of aeclimiitisuig and testing, but it is a oitb aabilo to make a try t.ireful experiments 


4897 Encouragaiievt of ihorl slapJat cotton in certain tracts — Ah itgiids tbo otbir distiiets — Ivb mdef-b, 
Berars, etc , ns named aboao — I feel (I) that no Ameiie m la po aai il ible is suitable ■'iid t. miboeli i is doubt ~ 
ful, (2) tbat tbo present existing long ht ipio tapes (like tbe beiiii of tbo tciitril Proaiiiccs nnd tbo Gexiaanri 
valloy) y leld so badly 111 ! t tbo cultia I tors do not ai.iiil logroll tbem, (1) tbit unless some nidigenous tape 
oombinmg high yiolelmg "nd long sliplo ci n bo doa eloped, — ailiieb is not impossible, — tbe soiling of cotton 
much longer in staple tbi n tbo present ta pes is not Id ela 'I bo lolton induHtries of India, if multiplied, 
could not fully supply tbo needs of coarso cloths foi clothing tbo m.ajoi it y of tbo popul ition I'ortbomanu 
facture of ooarso cloth, loner counts of a am spun from short st ipltd cottons aiould do I'or this purpose 
the agricultuio of short stiplcd cotton should locciio Cl cry cneoui goment All energy should bo diiectcd 
toiiards increatiiig the yields from tbo same ecrc.''gc Thus Indii ’s ai.mts nro difiiciilt to bo supplied by 
India herself When I come lo think of India euppUnling American cotton in Lngland and other countries 
of Europe, I am simpla st-ggoied by the idea 


4898 ConftcluH/ interests of ctiUuilois muhll-m n ant nnUouners — Ibo a it il question coins to be to 
got the local a iiicty — or doiebp one — ,iliieh coinbiii s in tbo groitert yield tbo bigbest ginning peicontago 
and the longest staple Ileio one meets mtb Ibo diDiciiUa lb it the inUrcjto of tbo cultn itors, (bo middle 
men, and tbe iiiilloiinois iioairy ng To the cultia iln Ibo aicld is tbo first cnnjidcralion uiilc. s (bo dilleicnco 
m price is largo enough to make up foi smillcr aield and loner gioiiing porcentige To tbo middlemen tbo 
cotton aib cb giaos tbo highest ginning peiceiit igc is boA unless tbo lint jirico of tlio bighor st iplo iB ro iiiucb 
higbor is lo compensate foi tbo dilleionco ml iit yield of (bo Uipas To (ho milloiinor, tho ojtton nb cb bis 
the longest staple is tbo best So tbat tbe cultia itors ii II gron, aibatoaei you ilo, tbo cotton nb cb aiclds 
best until tbe d ficienco in puce is gre it enough lo compeiiMto foi loner yield nnd idditiond tioubh, nnd a 
similar cons doi itidn apjilies to tbo m ddLiiieii aa f ii uj g lining peieent igo is concoincd But a Guflioionl 
diflcrcnco in pr oo cinnot bo expected unless (be longer sliplo cottons no puic 

4899 NcLCssily for Iiitlian cotton spinning hiijhcr counts — If India can gron cottons' that cm be spun 
up lo 405 ind 50a, it mil not only meet i gieit pait of bci nidustiml lequiicmcnts but saao to berself an 
immense amount of nealtb tbit is dia ned oft by her importb of tliiso counts foi boi requirements Tlio full 
lurooof the^o fact" could bo gnthcicd by a loaicn of tho follonmg figuics nlnoh are foi tho period of tno decidoo 
age', nr, ISPI I« — 




Quantltj 

aHtu"in 

Crorts 


- 


lbs 

Rs 

— 

Total impoit of cotton yarns 


58,291,000 

35 


1 „ „ goods 

f 


23 

i 
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/ 

laras impofterl •>- 


PerCv,ntncc 
of total 


- 

lbs 


No 20 and under 


4,071,290 

72 

21 to 26 


3,378 109 

64 

26 to 30 


9 195 518 

16 4 

31 to 50 


36 688,057 

65 6 

Abov e 60 


2,612,669 

44 

- 

^ Totu 

55,845,643 



The figmcs for the quinquennium 1^09 10 to 1913 14 are nq under I ha\e selected these figures for the 
obvious reasons of tlie shortage in impoits due to the present var — 

The jam figures ..are — 

* Percentage 

of tot'll »n 
the 

qninquen 
nn m 


No 1 to 20 


lbs 

1,375,000 

3 27 

21 to 30 


4,374 000 

10 47 

31 to 40 


23,213 000 

65 55 

Above No 40 


7,602 000 

18 19 

Unspecified desciipt ons 


6 230,000 

12 52 

- 

Total 

41,794,000 

100 

The figures for 1916 17 how ev or, are also given here — 

Total value of imports of jam 


Rs 4,04,89,000 

The analvtical jam figures aie — 

No 1 to 20 


lbs 

1,304,000 

Percentage 
of total 

44 

21 to 30 


1 970,000 

67 

31 to 40 


16,018,000 

64 2 

Above No 40 


4,886,000 

16 6 

Unspecified desciiptions 


6,352 000 

181 

' 

Total 

20 530,000 

100 


(2) Taking the figures of 1807 98, about 95 per cent of the jam imported wa? of No 50s and below and 
oni\ 4 4 per cent of the imports was abo\e No 50s Tlie sum of these imports totals up to 3J crores of 
rnpets in a jear Taking the aserage figures of the qinnquenniums 1900 10 to 1913 14, about 87 5 per cent 
of the j am imported w as of No 60s and below and onlj 12 5 per cent of the imports w as above No 60s 
The um of these impoits totals up to 4 18 ciores of rupees per annum Again, if I take eaen the figures of 
1910 17, the imports are a allied at 4 ciorcs about 11 per cent of the total are jams No 30 and under, 54 
pei cent of jams No 31s to 10s If to this demand be added 72 crores of rupees to which aalue England 
impoits Slid uplands csorj acar from Amenta and that a good part of these imports is for spinning counts 
from 20sTo 40s, then alone it will bo seen how e\tcnsi\e is the field that lies before India if she goes about 
tho matter in the light earnest wa\ Barn if India can produce cotton good enough for 30s the benefit 
aecrunig to her would bo incalculable 

4000 Siitlabihlij of huhan coiuhtions for grouth of Aviencan lariehc^ — There is nothing repugnant m the 
so 1 "lid climate of India for the growth of nitinaliBcd Aiiieiicaii cotton of long staple \ai eties India can, 
on an a\ erago , basis, give tho cultivator a suflioieiitlj' long growing season foi tho pkant to mature and clear 
weather of about two oi tlnee months for tho picl ing season free fioni rains and clouds India can suppljr 
copious and cheap labour Moreover, tho climate of the cotton growing states of America is similar to that 
cf liid a , — a cartful study of the meteorological tables of both tho countiies during the seasonal months must 
oon\ nice sceptics about it ,If there is a diffeience, it errs on the right side Indian climate is comparatively 
fore ng and pioduces earlj maturity w Inch means what is lost in qu ilitj theiobj is made good by tho quantitj 

(2) A few jio'nts based on e\perinicnts made o\ei extensue periods of time are necessary for the culti 
Mvtion of American cotton in India — 

(a) Ta! iiig tlie acti\o growing periods of cotton in diflercnt places such as Eg\pt, Texas Southern 
Louis ana, M ssissippi bottoms South Carolina Coasts, Pine levels of South Caiohna and Georgia, North 
Arkansas Cawnpore, Tinnevellj, Bioach and vicimtj, the mtenenuig period between sowing and picking 
ranges fioni 102 to 195 dais Expei luients made at diffeient stations prove that the growing period can be 
lengthened b\ cailv sowings _ 

(h) The points to be boine in nimd dining tho time of sowing are, bv being too earlv, the picking season 
imj have commenced carlj and, bv being late, the p cl mgs inaj not commence cvrlv enough The time 
of sowing a 1 now ledge of the distribiit on of thera nfall, and the appioximato date bj which cold weather 
fullj et 1 in October in a locahtj are a u eful adjunct in deciding as to "ow earlv or late 

(r) The siason for plint ng the exotic is the season foi planting the indigenous varietj and soils which 
are unsuitable for Indian cotton are eqinllj unsuitable for the exotics — phees which have a heavy rainfall 
and aie th cl 1\ populated 

(d) Great patience, care and observ at on are nccessarv before a foreign v arietj becomes acclimatised and 
naturalwed 

(e) The standard of the staple should be 1 ept up bj selection of seed, tillage, manuring space allowed 
to each plint, and iriterculturo 

Z 2 
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(/) If these fietors are oametl out, and Indian cultivators made uell \ersed m them bj instructions in 
model farmers m each district, the day of Indian cotton ivould indeed he a glorious one 

(q) The first sta<ie m tlie pickings is that of the selection of seeds for next season The most productive 
Plante that have the largest, best formed and most numerous bolls should be, picked first and soparatolj hand 
ginned and stored for soiling next season The eye arill readily detect these plants Such a system should 
bo taught to our planters throughout India, and should, of course, improve the seed stock to a high degree 
Such an att ent ion to broad details IS ii 01 th more than Its cost and ii ould giv e ample reii ard for any addit onal 
labour that needs bo spent thereon 


II — CoMMERCiAi. Aspect \ 

4901 Agncvlliiral conditions —\Ylnt happens at present iiith the Indian farmers iiho are the lea-t 
prosperous of the iiorlds farmers maj be summarised as under When the crop is standing in the fields, 
the farmer estimates the quantity and takes an advance thereon from the usiirous banker, called plap at an 
aicraoe rate of Rs 00 per Uiandi loner than the then ruling rate in the Bombay market When the cotton 
crop matures, the Goi eminent dues are due to be collected This msnrniountablo obstacle iif the uaj of 
the fanner compels him to dispose of his product at a much loiier price than he ivould othemiso obtain uero 
he to obtain any sort of financial relief either from the Government or the banks A conflict of ivits and 
Interests folloiis The vendor strives to conceal the shoitcomings of his merchandise, the purchaser ^strives 
to exaggerate them As the latter is si died at the biisine^B which is his dailv occupation, the probability is 
that m the end ho has the best of bargain 

4902 Necessity for consliMion of SlateBanla— Ihemonetai} oircixHtionol the eountrj is made avad 
able to business enterprises largely through the banking SI stem noil obtaining m the coiintrj The loans of 
foremn and indigenous banks aro granted to Indian industries and trade and thej are even on the moiease, 
but fhe circulation of monej is not proportionatelj on the increase, but it is vi oefully poor The facilities 
which thej obtain are denied to the agneiiltiirists in our coiintij In the existence of such a state the pool 
famier, after the crop is marketable, sends his cotton to his agent for sale and paj i him a consideration for his 
trouble Theverj agent of the fanner is usnallv the agent of a purchasing house m Bombaj, and what loss 
the farmer is made to suffer could be easily gauged without any effort Thus the farmer is a v ictiin of the 
usurer, the Government, and the commission agent (2) The extent to wliioh the cotton agents hav e 
interfered, and the mischief which this interference has produced aro so remarkable as to make thoughtful 
men wonder how the cause of cotton agrculturists could advance in the face of sucli repeated obstacles 
If there is an) well to do condition, it is owing to the abihtj iihch has been displayed b) diffeient Govern 
ments and to the sagacit) with VI Inch the evils of usury havo been palliated b) such legislation as the 
Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act and facilities b) co operative societies 

(3) No Gov ernment can force any banka to affoid financial support to the agrionlturists The onl\ 
rcniedv lies in the institution of State Banks lor their relief and the need of legislation to collect Government 
dues after the crops are sold When we examine the agricultural histor) of the civ ihzed countries of Europe 
we find that, but for the mtroduction of oo operation, European and American agriculture would have been 
almost at the same lev el as oiii Indian 

(4) The Engl sh 1 indlord has his squire to help him The European and Amer can farmers hav e banks 
and CO operative societies to give strength to his fegt in standing up for a f vir jiiice for his product The 
Indian farmer has to face the mus c of the usurous banl er, the tax collector, and his double faced commis 
Sion agent 

4903 Oo operation and tenure of land — The common remedv for the improvement of agricultuie generally 
and that of cotton in particular is sa d to be oo operation To me the idea seems to be a half digested idea 
India has no other re^oiiice than agucultuie and the people of India, having no other resource, rel) on it as 
a I ving In fact agriculture is the breath of their nostiils (when I use the teiin “ India,” I mean of course 
the greatest percentage of the popuivton) Of coiu-se co opeiation wh ch means financial and-intellectuar 
help would rcall) go a great wav But the question is, can co operation flouiish m the country so long as 
oin laws relating to Iind owners'll]) and ciisloiiis relating thereto lemam iiiiclianged ? Eor co opeiation to 
practise and succeed there must be freeholders Co operation viitheis wheie the Ivnd is lured and not owned 
if Government can introduce some foim of legislation, b) which any native or iiatuiahsed peison, able bodied, 
of unimpeachable charactor, with a four ) ear s’ experience m actual farming work after the age of eighteen 
)tars, — in fact one who has earned Ins living by forming and has some resources of his own to fall back upon 
— can become the freehold possessor of land then and then alone can oo operation ta! e root in India I am 
not going into the actu il details of such a leg elation, but should a sample bo iiece,sary for the introduction 
of state small holdings, the onl) Act of the sort, for aught 1 1 now , that exists m the vi orld is the Danioli Small 
Holding Law of 1909 Tho unit of each small holding is a matter of deta 1 Then over) allotment of land 
should havo fiee access to the public road and a legall) seemed access to water from some place in of out 
of the laud Government ma) chaigo a far rate of intertsts and tho management of the estates ma) bp 
entrusted to local committees disputes between the latter and the ficcholdera to bo ultiniatel) decided bv 
a higher aiithont) On the basis of such a foundal on of freeholders oiid for permanent tenants, co operative 
societies could be established for an) mortal purpose Ever) farmer can then become a member and all mav 
hav 0 equal v oico, v ote or legal influence T hese societies vi ill help the fanners in the use of bettor and scientific 
mstniiiients for till iig and ploughing the lands The) w ill help in the attainment of the best results in grow mg 
tho crops Thei u ill help them m cart ng their pioduce free of charge to tho best and nearest market The) 
VI ill help the farmers in obt i ning for their produce the host pr ce iSuoh a combination w ould mean stiength 
Even then the farmers can have what are called “ Contiol (Societies ” to keep accounts h) means of careful 
registration of the ) icld of each field, of the amount of cotton in the product and the relation betw een the 
)icld and the expenditure with the object of cl minatmg inferior varieties in fiituie One of the bcot agri 
cultural countries of Europe is Denmark It is a small eountr) w itli an area under ton million acres But^ils 
population of 2 590 000 works out at 170 ])cr sqiiaie mile and thus it IS a more crowded eountr) than either 
bcotland or Ireland It is also a fact tint no olliei country m Europe has m ide a moie rapid and certain 
advance than this small eountr) of poor, saiidv, and ind fferent soil, of insular position and with climate 
not of the bc^t and porpetuallv exposed to tearing gales of the sc is and the inclemencies of winter fiom tho 
frozen Baltic In spite of these drawbacks, a farmer of Donmvrkauakcs more out of a hundred acres than 
cither tho landlortl or the tenant or both of them together expect to receive from a two or threefold area in 
India In spite of thc.sc draw bad s Denmark cimes on an enormous trade valued at some millions of 
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pounds in ngncultural produce md England is her best bujor The country appears to bo m good financial 
state, the loaoniio has invariably exceeded the expenditure and perhaps it is the onl^ country in. the uorld 
able to Miite off steadily and gradually a part of hoi public debt, 

(2) In inj opinion, such a prosperous state is due to co operation and the success of co operation is diio 
to the Hus of land The conclusion is that, in India a purely agricultural country, co operation isnecessarj 
to a full measure of its success, but as only fieeholdcrs or farmers holding permanent tenancy can hold fast 
to co operation, the present Hu and customs regarding land tenure arc not conducive to co operation on a 
wide extent 

III — Statistic VI 

4001 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — ^I consider the cotton forecast as at present published 
IS far fiom being accurate and con-,cqucntlv of not 003' material utility to the tnde m general 

(2) As I have said abov c,"^ during my 1010 tour through America, I had an occasion to visit the Govern 
mental Agricultural Biiican of cotton at Washington This Bure lu amongst its numerous activ ities published 
moiilhly, commencing uith .Tunc each season, its rejiorts on tlie condition of the American cotton crop The 
pci od of grow th of the cotton crop is from Ma 3 ’’ td October During this period spinners, speculators games 
ters middlemen all unite in an organized eflorl to find out what would be the size of the glow mg croji We 
Icaiii the weather condition of the crop issued by the diligent federal Bureau with the help of thousands of 
tianed obsci-yeis The Bureau issues to its observers ceitain pimtcd cards with definite questions to be 
filled m A speoiinen of such a card is giv en here They report ev ei y step of the cotton plant’s grow th, ev eiy 
ram, every vttacl of vi onus or w eev ils ev ery hot w ind or cool night day by day Then the trade will chronicle 
daily receipts at primaiy mail ets and receipts at ports Then the output of the gins will be reported by the 
Bureau bi monthly beginii ng from 9th September with comparative tables of preceding years 

Spi'cimen of the Card 

Please post this ev ery succeeding Aloiiday of each month till the end of October 
District Town 

I MTiat IS the acreage devoted to cotton acres against 

Hst'year 

II Do you “notice any iiiiprov eniciit in the method of cultivation ’ 

III Any change in seeds foi planting 

IV Bainfall during the week under review inches 

' Number of days ram 

V Effect on grow th 
VI Any damage by insects 
m Aio plants fruiting well ? 

VIII If any shedding or rust m your place 

^ IX Give reason foi same 
X General Rcniarl s 

(3) The tnde determines on this report, the condition of cotton 100 per cent represents normal full 
grow 111 and v it slit y Wo hay e also to Itarii the highest y icld per acre w ith 100 per cent condition As for 
Amercin they tile 27'> lbs os the hypothetical maximum It may bo explained that for estimating the 
size of flit crop the condition factor ropiescnts the average of the June to October conditions again averaged 
witli the October condit on so as to give flic Httci a preponderant wo ght It has been found that theoret cal 
full or 100 pet cent v eld per acre for the p ist fifteen seasons is 275 pounds or 55 bale of 500 lbs net The 
seasons condition factor is applied to 275 lbs and tbe icsiilt found applied to the revised acreage, giving 
the indicated yield For instance, in 1910 the condition repoits from .June to Octoberweie 77 5, 81 1, 72 3, 
01 2, and 50 3 average 01 0 This avciagcd with the October condition of 50 3 gives a w 01 king factor of 
68 9 The theoretic il full yiild being 275 lbs 58 9 is 102 07 pounds, and this applied to the acreage of 
30,052 000 giv cs a total md cattd cioji of 1 1 085,895 bales of 500 lbs net each against actual 1 1,304,000 bales 
'The close proximity be tw cen 1 ho total indicated and the actual is a self cv ident coinmcntaiy on the exactness 
and correctness of the Biiicaii hgiiies, on viliioh the whole world relics 

4905 (34) Improvement of other statistical information • — The cotton press returns are a piiblica 
tion simply issued to justify the existence of tbe Goveninicnt Department that is lesponsible for its pubhea 
tion I can produce some specimens, which would prove that the accuracy is its Icist feature Unless Gov 
ernmeilt can give m these rotiinis figures pertaining to each and evciy press, the publication viill retain the 
value it IS now estimated at , 

Mu P D Pattl called and examined 

4900 (Prewhnt ) It will be seen from my' written evidence that the bulk of India’s import of cotton yarn 
rims between 30*1,319 to 50s counts In India, Cambodia carries us up to 10s and so does Bourbon from 
the Tinncvolly district but there is only' a small quantity of the latter There is nothing which goes beyond 
40s This y'ear’s croji of Punjab American is very good but last year it was very much mixed in staple and 
gome of the mills found it v cry unsatisfactory We may get up to 30s out of it Last y ear it could not hav e 
gone bey ond 20s w arp It is v cry poor in tension as compared w ilh Cambodia 

4907 I have a fan ly extensive acquaintance with India Ido not consider that the local mills are offering 
“any v cry great encouragement to long staple cotton The cotton selectors do not know their business v ei y 
well Any' defects in selection detected in manufacture are neither brought to the notice of cotton seleotois 
nor recoided by the mill managers for a guide to future Thus these defects get buried m cotton waste bags 
Selectors do not know the production wanted, production at present, production possible and production 
previously obtained 'These are great drawbacks 

4908 Another point is that wlicii a merchant sells long staple cotton to a buyer, i c , to a mill, the null 
wishes to get the arbitration of the Bombay Cotton Trade Association with the idea of securing arbitration 
alloviance Aibitration is most unsatisfactory both from the point of view of the buyerj and the 
seller Indirectly it enoourages sellers to mix tboii cotton with a quantity of unequal length and unequal 
strciiglh of fibres because some sort of allowance is always made and so the seller mixes yvith short staple 
because it always gives a better colour m order to escape as cheaply as ho possibly tan in aibitration 11 e 
arbilra'ors do not pay much consideration to the merit of the staple 
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4009 Mj por^on-vl view is tint llio Colton TikIp Association should bo organi7cd on linos o£ the foreign 
oTohangcs and associations Up to four or five j ears ago, the Bombay Cotton Trade Associat on had no rules 
for spot cotton and thoie arc up to non no sub oonimilteos I think that tho trade nanbs re oiganization of- 
the 0 bodies ver^ badh Tliero are non si\tcon Direotois of the Bombay Cotton Trade Association nho 
mo-o or less, have been ao-.tod nith the full oontiol of the ti ade Up to last jear there nere nine Directors 
onh Tlie number nas inorcased to sixteen in consequence of a roiv botneen the Cotton Trade Association 
and tlie Cotton Exchange 

4910 As legaids the financing of the agriculturists, the state of affairs must bo noil 1 nonn to the Com 
niitteo nho ha\e traxcllcd up and donn the country and must have seen hon veiy poor tho cultivators are 
and how more imporativ e it is that tho Govonimcnt should establish co opoi ativ e societies to help them I 
do believe in co operation as a principle but it works too slowly More rapid development is wanted I 
Inve f al en m\ cue from Rider Ilaggatd’s book There a’-c 1 vnd^banl s in Ireland too 
4911 Grading H done on a vor^ accurate scale in New Yoik Thoie is no half giade standard hero in 
Bombav It is imperative that thoie slionld bo halt giades 'ilieic is no standard botneen “fine” and 
‘ fillip good ” and the difference betneon tliem is P- 10 If no have halt and quartei grade standards as 
on the Ameucan exchange", it would simiilifj* matters and itv ould make the decisions of tho aibitrators more 
accurate These standards would be for class onlv As for stajilo let t be defined pioperlv as in America 
in millimetres The results of arbitrations at ivre-.ent are ve’-v nmatisfafitory to the tiadc in general /Unless 
there i a verv drastic and ladical reorganization of the !• ide thcie is no gieat hope of iinpiovoment ^ 

4912 (ilfr ]] adtn ) I am a brol er for Palin in addit on to mj own independent business up countiy 
I handle on behalf of mv constituent a all sorts of cotton uiosth Broach I have mv own ginning and pressing 
factories in tho Satara d stiiet I handle all the sorts of cotton that Ralhs mostlv trade m Non a daj", 
Rallis sell more in India as on mg td the want of freight export is small z\ll Ralln’ selling business is done 
at present through me alone The aibitrations here aic faiiltv and unsatisfaotorj as the 1 non ledge of arbi 
ti at ors IS deficient None of Messis Ralhs’ people arlntrate at least v cr\ seldom Jlhere arc no good arbi 
tr'itors The share holders in the Cotton Tiade zVssociation have tho ri^ht to arbitrate I maintain that 
theie should bo sub comm it toes of the zlssocntioii as there are on European Exchanges I am not going for 
anj one per^onallj I am merely sa\ mg n hat is mv general feeling Tlie Directois aio all good friends of m ne 
The arbitration rules arc all right but tho results arc iinsa'isfictorv It would bo quite satisfactory if theie 
weio pad aibitiatois as there aio on the Bremen Exchange On tho Now Yoik Exchange, tho aibitrators 
are not appo iiled bv the bu 3 crs or tlie sellers Thej aio appointed bj tho Committee and they are changed 
twice a woo! Thoi aio "ppointcd m lotafion 'Ibis was Ilio s^'stom in 1010 but tho rules niaj have been 
changed since then I have no idea hon tb ngs aie done in Liveipool but I thinl that the linos aio the same 
as those of the Amer can rxcliangcs I would suggest full tune arbitiatois who have no concern at all with 
the bus ness m hand and aie appointed bv the Boaid of Diiccloi's, notbj the bnjeii and selleis Tlicie are 
mtn nho can arbitrate on diflfcicnt vaiieties , certain people for example, can arbitrate on Cooonadas, certain 
otlicix on linnevelhes and certain other on West ei ns Thev cinnol aibitrate on otliei stales Then there 
arc men nho have been acou'-tomed to "hoit staple cottons I'oi tho general stales of Oomras, Khandesh and 
Bengals arbitiation is not so voiv difiiciilt bicaiisc these cottons iio "old on cla'"’ With staple cotton, 
arbitration is more difiicult There is a vciv small qiiantitv of staple cotton* What we get is generallj a 
mixture Of good staple cotton cSiila about seven to eight lakhs of bales comes to Bombaj I would call 
cotton from Wadhvvvn, Viraingam and Kadi long staple cottons The best experience a man can have for 
judging staple cotton is bv buv mg and selling it liinisi If He must deal in it pcrsonallj' and have a certain 
Inowkdge of iqi count rv markets Mv po iit is that the men who deil iii Bengvl-i, Khandesh and other short 
"taplo cottons should not be asked to arbiti ite on long st q,Ie cotton I'or long "taplo cotton a better class 
of vrbitiatoi-s u lequned The bull of the long taplc cotton which comes to Bombaa is handled bj four or 
five big linns These linns would supph the best iibilratoi-> but their aibitiat'Oii should bo blind jc, 
without exposing tho bujer and seller Thev have some liiovvledge of tho up couiitij maikets I do not 
sav that thev are the onlv people who aio qualified to aibitrate on long staple eotton but thoj aic the best 
Bet cei tain arbiti itor-) be set aside foi longst iplccotton and ot'icrs forjihorts,! vpleeotton riioieisablnd 
app''al in Bomluv The appeal committee does not 1 non who the buveis oi sellers areas tho names are not 
given to theiii The d eision on appi at is all light Mv objection is to the first aibiti ition The appeal 
pommittee sets the in attei right n manv cises but vvliv not have good arbiti itois in the lirst nest nice ’ I 
1 non of cotton that had been rejected on arbitiation Tho same idcnt cal lots have been tendereel subse 
fpicntlv and hav c been passed I could show instances fioin mv' books to piovc that Arbitration depends 
upon the human eve Cotton at 11 o clod m the iiioiniiig looks ilifferoatat 4 o’clock m the afternoon 

4913 I can tell a mixtuio of dohi cotton in long staj le cotton when it is abivo ten per cent but not when 
it IS iiiidei Tho pciccnt igs of ih v/ii in the cotton that we get in the mail et is much more than ten per cent 
but the allow anccs iwik foi it are not enotigli That is mv point I vv ant tho rules made sti ctei m tho matter 
of admixture of long and sliort stajilc cotton 

4914 C ambndia has much sli ongci stajilo th an Punjab \mer can , a" to el vs Piiiij ib zlmerican is better 
Cambodia lies a oieamv tint Bimjab American is bt ttei in coloiii but much weaker m st ajile Punjab 
Amor can IS V ( 1 V cxicpti Jii il fh s ve'i , it is v<,iv imifoi in in staple Last v ear it vv as v erv bad There must 
be •'bout live to s\ thousand bdi of Punjab j\meiican on the mailct Cambodia is alvvajs un'foim in 
staph It 1 1 gen r dlv sold on tvpe 1 be 1 iiuppiir Canil od a lo a litte shoiter than the Tmiievellj Cambodia 
III staple but the be t tvpes of both aie iimform The spiiinei jiav i not much loss for mixed than foi uniform 
staph Tins preliet on foi uiixid tiple dots not encoinagc the ti idc in uniform staple cotton 

491o (Ur IlodjUnion ) llitie iic tv o associationi in Bombav, the Bombav Cotton Tiade Association 
and the I>ombiv Colton Excli ingi The r h storv is as follows Mhoii the European Exchange Association 
n as formcfl the Indi in ( lemeni n a i lasI cd to ta! e shares but (Ik v rrfiis d to do so for certain reasons Later 
on tbe Indian element formed the r own a ^oc if on called the Cotton Exchange The rules of both Associa 
tions ait moro or le-,s the s. no Liot vear theie was a eliflcienoc of opinion between the Engl sh and tho 
Indian merchaiits lx cause the latter wanted a vo co on the Bombav Cotton liade Ai ociat on and now thev 
hav c a reprt cnlativ e on the Bombav Cotton Iride Association Spec he contracts aie made under the 
rules and regulations of the Bombav Colton Tiade zlssociatio i The iiiles of the Colton Tnde Association 
and the Cotton] vclniige irr the same The onlv ditleience is tint thcio are Ind an arbitrators m the 
Lxchannt 

4910 Mill Owners could pav a higher preinium than tliej are doing at present for long staple cotton 
There art a few mills who well iinih rstand their business but tbe others are mostlv guided bv tbeir cotton 
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Kelcotorb and then cotton pinch v^o buMiic s m \cij bidly conduotcd i’hoii scleotorj cannot judge stiength 
or tlio propoition of admi\turc It Mould help the oidticator a lot if a bottei piioo Mcro pud for long staple 
cotton 


The INDIAN MERCHANTS’ CHAMBER AND BUREAU, Bombay 

Ewmimd vt Bombva, FrmiucRA 1 st, 1918 , . 

U'ntli.it atalcmcnl 

4917 Diitswji of suhjcd — I umi the series of questions suggested the mam object of the inquuy seems 
to hnae been dneefed toua^ds cnnsidermg the nicins foi (1) a bettei and Midci supply of long staple cotton 
and (2) the picicntion of fruidiilcnt mixing uid d imping of tliL simo 

(2) We shall hero sumnniiso 0111 MCMb 111 i gcncril M ij, till mg the Imo fcituica as oui bijis for cons - 
deration of tho means to be cmploj cd 

( 1) Under tho first head of a bettei aiipplj, the folloMing topics icquiie consideiation — 

(>) 'Ihc supplj of iiioper seeds to the eiiltii itiu < 

(l t) Whether tho picseiit ire i iiiidci ciillie it on of long stiple cotton is aiilheient to improio both 

thequihlj iiid the oiiltuiii iiul iili it Mould be the elTiet of in mcreiso of aioi 
(in) ilio question of lestiietiiig the 1 1 ling of /ojkis iiid cotton fiom one station to anotlioi except to 
polls 01 stations of coiisiiiiiptioii 

(if) Tile question of rtsir etiiig e ilmg of b one from one pi-ov nice to mother except for actu il oonsump 
tioii 

(v) llio temknej of tho eiillii itoi ton iids u mg short staple cotton seeds bccaii o tho rotiiin to him 
IS bcltci 

Unilcr the reeond he id Mould come riich quc"tions as — 

I ho licensing of faetoiico and ooiiipcllin' thini_to stimp oiory bale and docra that leave, the r 
premises iiitli th' ir di'-tiguiihmg miiK 
(ii) llio pieient on of Matermg and sleaiumg lotton 

(ill) Hom ta roitrict the use In tho eiiltua'of of loose and ciiidn d se’ds produced during ginnmg 

(lu) llio practice of mixing h iiid ginned cotton iiith miohino ginn"!! 

(e) 'Jho piaotice of f ilso iiiokni , 

4918 Ucaiis of acciiriity a hiiOr aupyly of fs/i/ Itpl tothn — (i) Supply of s cd — Generally the 
cultivitor take im i\ seeds from ’^tho ginning f letones The,o arc in adinixtiiie of both long ind short 
staple cotton, tho result beiiij, a gi idiiil but tlcad> dotei in ton m staple of eiops evorj aeu This esil 
could only lee remedied if flu pioper itid right I iiul of seed is iipplicd to the eultiy itoi E\on iiith giir, 
the seed from ii hand gin is bettei th in Ih it fio ii i in iclime gm is the i niU no not cut in the former 

(2) (ii) Sufficiency of men under lnn>i 'dnpl' colloii — Iho piesent aiei id'dor cultiyation of long 
staple cotton is quite riillieieiit to iiieot the deni iiid if pioperly impioicd Any oxtoiuion of area Mould not 
be des rablo imdei tho present circiiiiist uieca, and, it done it the cost of food gi nils, m oiild not bo benofieial 
or ndy is ible 

(3) (ill) Jirehirtioii on Iransptil by rail — Tl o 1 1 1 iig of /up i? eollun iind tho ilj and diopp ngs of mills 

in anj form prodiicui deteiiorat on of qii ility by eiuoiii i,„ing Ihc'pi ictico of mixing mfeiior Mith tho supeiioi 
grade Tins is a point of \ it il mtcre t in the luattci of hei ping up tho st iple of each place and rostiietion 
ought to be legalised Lxccptioies ohoiild only b^, niade foi bonn fi le eonsumors iiid m cases of dcotiii ition 
ports , 

(D (if) Iieslrielion on traniporl bif cart — llio nine ipplies to the oirtmg of lapis ind cotton fioni one 
proyince to mother — is foi cximple Ixh mdesh /u;iris,M is being ind is cirted duun to tho Nimn and Borai 
markets iiid has fliiu become tho iii im eiiise of the detciioi ilioii in those districts Thoroforo provincial 
restriction is iiecc., ary md ought il o to bo legal sed 

(5) (v) Alhludc of ciiUmilor lo loni staph colhm — JIoio litelj tho tindcncy of tho oultiyatoi is toi aids 
Uoing filiort staple cotton seeds bee iiue ho eoiild gel a bettei iclurn This question thoiefoio, is one \<hich 
could bo better bolicd by in expert m ngncultiiu 

1919 Prueiitwn of mixiiiq and dampinq (i) Liecnsiiiq of facluries — borne fnctoiy people aie m the hnbit 
of colluding Mith tho inereli Hits md le/irt to fi iiidiilcnl pi ictiees Tins evil cannot bo lomedied iinlo'’3 
factories aio made to under land then responsibility by tho issiio of lieonso, to them No fiotoiy should bo 
refused a license unless md until it is inoicd lo be prielising fiaiid of any kind This could bo asooitained 
if factories are compelled to btam|) cicli and eycry I ale oi docia tint loaacs Ihoir pioniisos yiilli tlioir distm 
guishmg mark Tho frmd could then bo triced to tho oiigin il souico and dioiild bo xopoitcd to the ro,pon 
sible authoiilics apjiomtcd for the piirjoso yiifli tho piojicr corlilioalos from lespoiisiblo li ido bodies pioying 
tho smie Tlio iiithoritii«, m such cisc'', in satisfying Ihcinselycs ind tricing tho fiaiid fully lo the f lotoiy 
miy use the i disciction in Miunmg ofl the eulpiit or disoouliniung tho licon,o foi ii yoai oi Imo according 
to the grayity of the oficiicc 

(2) (ti) Prcieiition of valrnnq and slcamtng — ^Means aliould bo taken to stop tins ibuso totally Licensmg 
of f iclorics Mill case tho difliculties in stojiping Ihia 

(3) (in) Prneution of mixture of loose and crushed seeds — This question Mill be solyed by the licensing 
of factoiies Biiggcstcd aboye Unlus that is done, thij oyil Mill noy or bo icmovcd 

(4) (ttj Preienlion oj the piactice of imitiiq hand qinncd cotton in machine ytnncd — ^This is not dosiiablo 
because often time, hand ginned cotton e irnes inoio seed yiilli it Mith tho result of inoio loss per cent At 
Eomo places, short si iple cotton is mixed yy ith long staple This oy il could be avoided by the restrict, ion of 
railing and c irtiiig 

(5) (o) Prciention of false imkvig — This icfcrs to the piaotice of mixing yciy infonoi cotton as moU 
as fly and dioppings of mills m tho middle put or hiid side of the bale and sometimes all tliroughout This 
M ill be greatly remedied if tho htensing of factories is made compusloiy 
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III — STvnsms _ “ 

t 

4020 (33 null 34 ) Improvcmont o£ slatistical inlormatlon — L'coii'mj, of fiictoiu' nill nho Ik Ip in 
bringing out moic accmnlo rtpoilsbf tlio output 

4921 (35) Pnbliontion o£ Liverpool and Bombay prices— IN r art m fii our of publir itiou nml tint 
oiiflit to bo t« ICO a ilaj jnc vnmg the cloiing reports of on rnigbt m lioiiib ij ( arl^ inoiiiiii^ btforA the oponmi 
of tlio marl ot" in tho mnjmsil x\u\ lUo opunng ii porta before e\i n n« of Ibc same iU% 


Sir ViTitALDis Tiucki nsF\ {Cliuirwrin), ami Mr MiTiiimiins V IviiiMii, rcpri ''ntat'vpa of the Indian 
Morcliants’ Chamber and llun an, t died ind eMimiri' d 

4922 {Prciutrnt ) Sir I till ddtn Tliitel‘i<t y If tho ana imdet bui/ '■lapb lotton be nun nral uliero 
it dooj lut conllict iMtli wlievt it uould bo an aih int igi I do not naut to tniiifito I lie nr idiaotid to 
food gi nils m the mli.ii--.ts ot ooltim \rtai Mliitli aro suit iliUi foi loii ' at iplo cotton at pn u lit groa hlioit 
ataplc 0 itlon for tho jmrpo.o of iinain" nid, it that were stojijiid, thiic aouid be i liigo men no iit tho iicv 
iindoi long st v]il' cotton Better cidtiMition on tho aren under long st’plo cotton aould men i i tho 
outtuin 

192 ! As \\i huo pointed out m oiii aritlin evidinen it aoiild be \er\ iliflioiill to ri gut it tin ti inspmt 
of cotton b\ 10 id but it would not bo mipossiblo to n gul ite di ipaleh b\ rid There> mii'l, I Hunt bo le^ts 
latum to some i \tinl Cotton ftoiii Khiiiub sb is im|iorlid into l!ro leli iiid Hu i otlon of that disti 1 1 w liii h 
was it one Imiu \i i\ good has di ti rionted bit iti i of tho friiidulenl priclicis of the im eliints Ultiiiutfli 
these fi iiidulint ]ii letiees will h irin tho eiilliaators tlieiiisiUes 1 ilo not sio luiw Hio Irido tan ugiiliti 
mattt IS, if tho gninm„ f letoiit i tncoiirigo w iti iiiig If otlur pi opli bii\ wall red i niton, tin gnmmu fat loij 
ownei-, got tho luhant igc just tho s mie \\ iiteiing is i fiaiidiili nt jn atiei wliieh dots no goml to in\ ipidi 
It IS an absolulo fi nid 1 am not atr^ luiiiifiil about Hie tridi orgaiii/mg it ilf hiilluit ntl\ to preaint abuses 

1921 [Mr lliiilifi ) 1 hue lu ml of the Bii ir sttsl union but I liui no per oiial lapiriince of them 
Itwouldbc i\cn good thing if co opt i ilui soenlus ind iiiiion i eoiild iiiidi rt it i weddis ribiition Itwoiild 
bo a grcit help Isomo me ins would liiue to bo found bj which the iiiiioiH eould piocilrc good tud 

' 402 o I ha\e jiut now Rtatid to the I’ltsidiiil that tin lultuation ot t-hort I iph lotlon in iriai when 
long Ft iplo iistd to be grown should be restrietid lliitisoiil) a Miggi lion if lirgo ipnnlit i oflmgetapb 
uotton now iiilcd If the an iswhieh iiosuilablt for long Ft iph eotloii in iisiriid fortliat it will iiitiimll} 
incie iso without hum to till cull i\ dors tin iiisoht 'lo a iirtain 1x10111 in tirl iin an is it 1 true that the 
tiold of shoil St iple cotton is biggtr Hiiin that of long Ft ipio mil the gmii lu pi Kent ig is lo ,,ood lb it it 
pajs the ciiltu itoi to glow fIioiI staiile cotton 1 ho hliorl si i]i|(, ml ton m ilun i irh ind Hu le n lets risl 
of Its bung damaged bj diought lato in tho st isoii In tbit wa\ it [iiu 1 the i ulluator I igrow it 1, hi gits 
hio iiionej 0 11 her in older to (i u the Oov i iiimuit due but that it u no n isoii wlu s lor, st iplo eolton dimild 
Lo encomaged m aicai m which thosi eondilions do not eutiiiiK exist We lind Hi it iii leitim d'sircts 
short staple cotton IS grow n btc uiso it gi ts a bcltu priei Hiiuil u il % ihn i n 10 count ot tlu uiiiit it on of 
the disliiot If Hit shoit st iple cotton wen 1 ipt Ftp irite from the long st ipU llun it would fi toll ' icr\ 
imicli lower pi lee It would not fetch Hu ssmu pine as it is doing now NMii 11 short 1 1 ipK cotfoii H grown 
in i long st i)ilc dihtiiet, it fetelus mom Hun it is worth It is nu Mow that hliort at ipic cotton in tho f> 
districts bhoiild not bo encouriged b\ Hu Agriculturil 1 )( |iirliiicnt 

J 92 G In leg lid to the restrict on of railing / ii/ni'i fioiii 0110 htiil on lo iinolbi i, I would allow rot ton lo bo 
brought in fullj pitsscd biles proiidid tint it is foi Itgitiuiato pinposei I vm ot o]) num that tin iiioit 
ment of cotton m am form b\ lal should bo pioliibitid uitirtlj oxeejit n the ciso of cotton leipiired for 
bona fide e iisumpt on or for export Iho dillieulti of itstnetmg trinsport b\ e irt ii so gie it th it im Chamber 
lb not piepired at jiic cut to put forw ird nnj suggest on wheli they can legird as iiij sitisfielon If 
ns the result of the cMiloiico t iKoii bi tho Committee, aiij method cm bo suggested m n„vrd lo it it wo 'd 
be a grcit ad\ ml igo lo the ti idi Lierv bvlo should bo mill eel on tho II it of tho b ilo with tlie n imc of 
tho proFsmg factois ind the name of tho Ft itioii at wliieli it w is pic--si<l as will a, w itb a m irl wlnehwould 
gi\o putiiidira bo lb lo allow tho liislon of tho bile to bo triced What is w iiiled 1 bjiiie disl 111,111 lung 
muk bj wliioli if nil frvud is eommitted ind is found out m tho niirkel, tho bile could bo triced bick to 
tho origin il piissmg iiid giimmg fietories 

1927 1 would icoomiiiend a lulo Hint st ind irdired weights oiilj iihould be iisid in the ficloiiis If i 
Bjstcni of licensing is idopted and if v gmnmg faetorj is found resort ng to d imping 01 iiiixiiig tin lieuise 
blioiild bo t ikeii iw 13' Cl ubhed bccd p ibses into 1 lit owing lo tho b 111 setting ot tilt gins but tlioio is icoitam 
amount ot fraudulent belling of tho gins in oidei lo illow it lo jiiss into tho hill 1 would niiko it a londi 
tion of i 1 ociiso w ilhm le isoii iblo limits that tho gins bliould bo piopul\ si t and Kept m orih r I do not 
coiisidoi tho mixiiio o£ h viid ginned cotton with inacliiiie ginned eolton as a \ei\ smous jiroblem luoiuse 
after all it can at oneo bo found out Tho mixing of w islo and II3 w illi eolton is e iir ed on up countn espeoi 
ally in the siw ginned li let fiom which tho siw ginned Dliuwar Ameriein eolton eoiiiis 1 lliml it would 
bo oxcroomo bj the prohibition of ti insport bj ml It is a xerj' bcrious m itlor 

4928 NVo aio 111 tax our of tho public ilion of piiees tw ico i ilaj if pi icl c iblo and at anj r ito once i da\ 
The puces that I would hi 0 to boo pubhbhed xxould depend upon tho dislret Bioaeli is thobtindird la 
Bombay but in a place like Bern tho price of Akoh Kli ling von cotton could bo jmbhshed 

4929 (Mr IlodgI tnsun ) I think that tho quihl\ of long btapio eolton in Indii has been going down in 
many districts dm mg the last few j oars In N iiieloi and iii othor pi iges 111 tho Niiain’s Dominicms as w ell as 
in Broioh all the cotton h is cletciioratcd ow mg lo thogiadual mixing of seed Tho prmcijial e luso of dolorio 

1 ition IS tho mixing of Feed in tho gmmng facloiics and tho seed being bown mixed The picking of unupo 
bolls IS a difforont niittci Tbit dctciioritcs tho ootton in a diffoient w 13 If uniipc bolls aro picked, it 
causes a ocitain iiiiount of irrcgulirity 111 staple Going oxci tho liclds twice might improxc niitteis but 
wo haxe no oxpeiienco of up country conditions and I would rithei not gixo 11113 opinion Theio is not 
much kapas found in the bales of cotton that ariixo in Bombay It mostly conics from tho Dliirw.ir 
dibliiot not fiom Naxsaii 

4930 Mr Kluniji — I think that thorc has boon an irapioxomont in icgard lo damping in recent 3cais 
In the Nizam's Dominion that is specially tho caso as matteis aro regulated b3 law thoro to a ocitaui 
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extent ICliandcsh has Jinpwcd a little The Bong ils tract is the noist as icgards dampme Damp 
mg there IS done doliboratelj iMth the idea ot adding M eight to the oottou 

4931 I hai o seen Punjab American in Bomba 5 It is not puio cotton but is ill mixed \i itli dcshi Very 
little pure Punjab Amcnoan cotton comes to Bombij from the Punjab Ihcio is acij probably about 25 
per cent of dcsln mixed uith it If it is acij slioit staple dcsltt cotton iilnch is mixed lutli long staple, it 
could bo detected at once, ofhcni ise not 1 could detect a niixturo of ton poi cent in lint but not less 
If Punjab Amenoan uoro eont to Bombay m a pure state, it uould fetch a much highoi puce It is not 
inixjgj by the culliialor but it is the middleman who is responsible The mixing goes on m the gias and 
presses It.is the middleman vho docs that to get a bcttci rctinn If the Bombay spinner could afford 
to pay a suflioicntly liigh premium foi tho pure stuff, there iv ould be no incciitii o foi the midrUeman to mix 
But once tho name has been spoilt, it is scry dilficiilt for tho buyer to pay tho uholo x iluc at once lie 
IS always non ous until tho cotton goes to tho bpmiiiiig point and ho finds out tho results I do not find 
C imbodta mixed to that extent but it is also coming in mixed to some extent short staple cotton 


4932 Sir 1 tlhddas Tliacicrscy — Mixing m Tmnoi oily has stopped owing to tho combination of all tho 
gin ow ners and pre^s omicrs thexc There are only a few largo buy eis and they has o combined and w ith tho 
assistance of tho Director of Agriculture the hlioit stiplc a iricly is being gradually eradioitcd fioin there 
Tho merchants ha\o combined not to gin and press it and haxo been xery successful m keeping it out 


4933 I uso only a small quantity of saxx ginned Dharwar Americin Tho difficulty xMth saw ginned 
cotton IB that the staple is cut and tint m spuming xio find the yam nappy lint is tho reamnxihy mills 
do not care to mo it m largo quantities If it is carefully ginned, the coloui is very good but xi ith all our 
efforts XI c cannot get rid of nap 

4934 J/r A/iimji — As to classification, it would be belter if cotton wtio clissificd atcording to the old 
system, I c , if districts xxero taken up ns a whijlc and tho cotton xicro x ilued acoording'to tho length and 
strength of tho staple as w ell as on ohss I prefer to buy on tyjics or somothmg hi o that r ithor than on names 
Tho name of tho station xxould ho useful in tracing out fraudulent priotices but otherwise it has no bearing 
on qiiahtx or otherwise At present, the gcucril teiidonoy of the trade is not to bux cotton on tho name 
of the stition Tho hiixer is, liowoxcr, generally mHuciiccd bx tho name of the stvtion ihcio is nothing 
to prcxcnl a man tal mg an inferior cotton from one district to mother llic scllti may obtain a higher price 
than tho real xaluo by adopting such a practice Tho buyer docs examine tho staple but his oxamimtion 
IS sometimes xcry rough 

J93o I do not think tho Bremen rules xiould bo po siblo hcio I am not m fixoui of peimancnt ofilcial 
arbitrators I prefer tho present system of arbitration x\ Inch works satisfaetoulx It has got its httlo defects 
but all round it is a good thing 

4930 (Mr liobcrl^) Sir Vilhaldas Thaclcranj — The fimotion of tho Indian Chamber of Commorco is 
to represent all trades and all classes It rcproxcnts the piece goods merchints, tho Slarw iii morchaiits, the 
cotton morchanls and gram dealers It has tho same functions as tho Bombay Chamber of Commerce except 
that the members are Indians, whereas those of tho Bombay Chamber of Commorco mo mostly' Luiopcans 
Tho rules ate priotioally tho same 

4937 Mr A/iim;i — IMion cotton is lailcd to Bombay , tho rad rcco pt is gix on to tho mxtl addam (oaUing 
agent) who clears the cotton from the station and sends it oil to tho cotton green or to tho godowns lie 
charges about eight or tw elxo nimas for carting and tho cart contains four hales After that tho cotton comes 
into tho charge of regular mill addams or shippers Then it is handled by tho midaddam’s coolies m x\ oighmg, 
piling and giving dchxen to tho buyer Tho expenses of that como to about Rs 2 per Ihandt _\Micn tho 
cotton has to bo exported it docs not go straight to tho ship , it Ins to bo xi cighed , it has to ho maikcd oiid 
taken to tho docks but tlio facilities for sluppmg are iioxer prompt It 1ms to bo 1 opt for a diy or two some 
xxherc The fmi/ nifdams arc agents Tho people who weigh out and dchxcr aio the agent’s men Cotton 
for export is mainly stored on tho green before it is despatched beenu'o shipping is not ax adablo at once There 
IS no compulsion about taking it to tho godowns 

4938 Sir 1 tthaldas Tliaclcrecy —For tho last lx o years tho Port Trust hax o opened a depot at the docks 
Ralli Bros and some other largo shippers take tlioir cotton direct there Cotton at tho Port Trust dop6t 
18 under cover Tho cotton green has no shcltci but tliero nro a largo number of godowns there Eight to 
ten lakhs of balos could be under cover The hales arc never left m tho open m the monsoon Tho intention 
IS that tho cotton green should be abolished after three or four y ears, and Ih it eotton should ho taken direct 
to tho dotks 

4939 3lr A/iiiii?i — ^A sun cj bv arbitrators on tho basis of tho staple of cotton is diffioult There is no 
other difficulty 

4940 Sir Yuhaldas Thaclcrscy — In regard to tho tendency to grow short sluplo cotton m certain tracts, 

I think this IS a matter which must he threshed out by tho Agnculuiral Department If they can find out 
long staple seed with all tho advantages of short staple m icgard to grow mg ptuod and icsistauco to xieithcx. 
It will pay tho cultivator to grow it and tho problem will hoe isily solved Tho question is an aguoultural 


4911 Mr A/iimji — I have myself been goUiiig Punjab Amoiican for sale here I have seon some this 
year Tho usnal mixture is there there is no improvement Tho quantity that has come in is very small 
I have not como across anybody who has boon using it this year 

4942 S\r Vtlhatdas Thad ersey —Wo have bought Punjab American tins year through Messrs Volkait 
Brothers and made special afrangoments for getting it ginned Wo got good samples and w p bought on those 
samples Owing to dislocation of railway traffic, wo have not got a single halo down hero, oveiy thing wo 
bought IS ly mg in tho Punjab My firai is Messrs T’hackorsoy Moolji and Co ' Wo piiroluscd piuo 
Punjab American at tho Govcmnicnt auctions and Messrs Volkarls sent two other samples, one with five 
per cent mixture of dcaht and tho other w ith ten per cent mixture Wo purchased these three kinds 
But w 0 hav 0 not got a single halo to try I must say that if tho cotton comes m according to tho sample, 1 1 
will ho a X cry good quahty Wo are going to try it ns soon as tho cotton arrix os 

4013 As to publication of prices, I do not say that the Lixorpool and Broach piiccs arc a xci^ good 
critcnoii because so many things affect prices but at the same time x\ o know usually that a nso in Broach 
aficots tho up country maikots It is only a foxv yicoplo at yircsout xx ho can got lolcgiams and it is onlx people 
who aro strong enough xxho get tho mtormalion Tho poor people do not get the information Bx tho puhli 
cation of prices every body will got tho same infoiniation whatoxci the value of it miy bo 
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Itir MANIBHAI DALPATBHAI, Millowner and BanTier, Ahmadaliad 

Ex MvnVED AT AiQIA'DADAD, EeBEUABY OTIIj 1918i 
Written statement 
r — A gbiculturai. Eaperienol 
(6) “ Desht ” long staple cotlort 

4944 (10) Expcrierce —I vm a millo\\ncr md also hold some land m Dholka district nhoro to a minor 
extent cotton cullu it on is earned on From my experience as a miUoii her, I m oiild give mj \ leii s regarding 
the nn’estions put I am living in Gujarat I have got my tenants, who are grou mg cotton on my land 

4946-(ll) Varieties — Principally, itoj/ad cotton is groiin hut to some extent lalto, lanvi, salalia and 
inalhto arc gioun m these parts o£ Gujarat and Kathiaiiar , 

4946 (12) Size o£ holdmgs — The size of tho land under cultivation for cotton mostly depends on thb 
lUlmg prices of the cotton nr comparison with other food stufls, etc Especially tins year aboUt t\io third 
of the land ino been used for cotton cultivation 

4947 (13) Yields and profits and comparative returns —The average yield per aero depends upon 
the quahtj of land In our district good land produces under favourable climatic conditions 200 maunds per 
acre u hile inferior land under similar conditions produces only fifty maunds per aero 

4948 (14) Rotations and manures — TOicro cotton, except inottio is groan, rotation is impossible 
a-i sou mg begins in tho Hindu month of Shramn and cotton becomes ready for sale m Fagun In districts 
groumgmaf/uocotton, u heat crop or other iimtcr crop is hkcly to succeed As for manure, oou dung is 
generally used Everything is done by manual labour and commercial fertilizers are not used 

4949 (15) Conditions affcctmg mcreaso m area — If at tho expense of food crops, more ground 
IS used for cotton cultii ation and good labour supply is given to farmers, an morease m tho aoroago is likely 
and also artificial u ator supply is not enough to cope u ith tho needs of tho farmers A great improvement 
m this d icotion is possible by constructing canals whore feasible, if not by eonstructmg rcsenons or artihoial 
u ells by boring 

4950 (16) Suitability of existmg Varieties — If cultn ation is carried on by scientifio means, further 
improvement m tho quality of tho cotton is quite possible 

4951 (17) Prevention of mixmg of difieront varieties — ^It is imporatu o that tho mixing of long 
staple cotton i ilh short staple cotton should bo prohibited by most stnngent means and made punisliable 
bj hu Some fraudulent merchants bnng I apas by rail from other short staple cotton groumg districts and 
mix tho same u ith long staple cotton m ginning factories , thereby not only do they spoil the quality of the 
cotton, but they spo 1 the future groiUh of cotton by mixing tho inferior seeds I Mould suggest that tho 
lading of I apas from sho t staple cotton*growmg districts to those where long staple is grown should bo stopped 
ind some meisuics should be taken with gin oiineis, prohibitmg them from mixmg short staple iiith long 
staple cotton 

4952 (18) 'Uses of seed and seed selection — ,Sccd is generally used for cattle food and partially for 

poor mdustiial purposes feced is not specially selected of hand gmned cotton but tho cultivators w ould 
prefer hand ginned "^ecds iihere practicable . 

4953 (19) General economic conditions —Tho economic condition of tho farmers is not sound They 
me obliged to borroiv money at an exorbitant rate of mtorcst fiom petty money lenders iiho not only take 
high rate of mteiest but also receive the produce of tho land m return for their money at a veiy comparatively 
cheapei latc Hence to improve the condition of the cultivators, it is urgently necessary that the co operative 
credit system should be introduced all round and money may be lent to the farmers at a reasonable rate of 
interest Also the issessment of the land is leiy high and is changed at a very short mtenal, which should bo 
lengthened so that the farmers may have an opportumty to improve his land and may enjoy the fruits of his 
laboui If his ccoiioniic coiidition.unprovcs, then only could he use better means for cultivation and thereby 
a great increase m the j leld per acre could bo ofiocted 

(c) Exotic cotton 

4954 (28) Importation of seed — Under this head I would hke to express my view b for general mforma 

tion only H pure seed for exotic cotton is imported from America or Egypt and largo quantity of good 
Amciicaii oi Egjptaii cotton is groun, it would be to the general mterest of the farmers as well 
as tho oousumeis Thao arc e\ erj chances foi this cotton to bo grown in India where at present long staple 
cotton IS grow n ^ 

II — Commercial Aspect 

4955 (30) Local trade customs — Tho condition oi the farmers is generally so poor that they are selling 

kapas before it is leady to the pettj merchants for paying Government assessment These petty merchants 
are also selling some of the holdmgs to big buj exs os future contiacts and these buj ers are in their tiu-n sellint' 
to mills and big exporting houses The potty merchants idvance money to tho farmers ° 

4956 (31) Standardization of commercial names — The principal names of various grades of cotton 

are as under — -» a 

Oomras— Kliandesh, Ccntial India, Birsi, Hjdorabad (Deccan), Berar 

D/iofcra— Kadi, Viramgam and Kathiawar districts 

Broach— Irom AqUeshiar to Palej, Sural from Syam to Naisari 

Beiisaf— Cawnpore, Ddlii, Agra and upper India districts 

Sind Punjab 

Biimpla D/iancar— Coming from Dharwar district 

Ttnnevelleg and Cambodia — ^Madras side 

Coconada 

These are ver^ w ido names by w Inch name some mforior cotton is sold , the names could bo standardized 
if small sections arc given separate names, and to do that, in my opinion, seems to bo much bettor than these 
wide names 
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4957 (82) Buying agencies — Instead of buying from Bombay market, I uould prefoi to buy m upt 
country markets tlirougli reliable commission aratyas of those places so that unmixed could be had 


in — Statistioat 

4958 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — Tlic cotton forecast hitherto published by Government 
should bo published on the lines of the American Government for the u hole of India, giving precise informa 
tion regarding acreage and condition of the plants every month 

4959 (34) Improvement of other statistical information — If ginmng or pre=“ing figures, ns in the 
case of Amcnen, -were to Le" pubhshed penodically, it would 1 elp the trade regarding the statistical 
position and buyers would be guided by it 

4960 (35) Fnblication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — If the daily prices of the Bombay and 
Liverpool cotton markets are pubhshed in up country markets, it w ould be a guide to the sellers 


IV — ^MANTTPACTOnE 

O 

(a) Qinmng anil pressing 

4901 (36) Type and number of gins and presses — I have got 24 five bearing single roller gins of Messrs 
Platt Brothers’ make in my mills 

4902 (38) Saw gins versus roller gms — I prefer roller gins to saw ones Saw gins are not succossful 
because they break the staple and cut the seeds to some extent 

4963 (40) Factory labour — Labour is r ery dear and scarce ow mg to general rise of prices in India 
, 4964 (44) Condition of cotton Kapas is not coming in clean It kapns is picked by belter methods, 
no dust and leaves w ould be coming 

j ^ (b) Spinning and weaving 

4965 (43) Counts spun and market for yam or cloth — We have been spinning yams from 6s to 40s 
generally , as we have a weaving shed in our factory most of our yam is taken up in weaving Wliat little 
yam w e can spare for sale is sold in Calcutta, Cawnpore and other parts of upper India 

4966 (44) Condition of cotton — ^In tins question, if adulteration of inferior cotton is to be understood, 
I would refer to my answ'er to question 17 (paragraph 4951), but if the actual condition of the bales is to be 
meant, I could say that we do not find any difficulty in fully pressed bales but we generally find great 
difficulty in the transit of three fourths or one halt pressed bales, which get loose in the transit 

4967 (45) Effect on cotton market of replacement of short staple cotton by long-staple — If 
short staple cotton is replaced by long staple, it would be to the ads antago of textile indiistiy preparing cloth 


Mn Manibeai Dalpatbhai called and osaimnod 

4968 (Mr IFcdia ) I have two mills, the Saraspur and the Edw ard mills I Ime some land , about two 
thousand acres in extent but perhaps it may be a httlo more than that I caimot say how much of that 
land IS under cotton I have given out the land to tenants under two systems — one bighoh and the other 
tenancy Under the former system, the tenants get a share of the produce whereas in the latter system 
they pay a rent of Be 1 or Rs 2 per bigha and take the whole produce I pay the Government assess 
ment in both cases I do not remember what the assessment is 

4969 In Ahmadabad district, lalio and uagad are thS only two cottons grown" Of the two, uagad is 
the better In length the staple is from tliree fourths of an inch to an inch Tlie staple of lalio is the same 
but it IS weaker It is a softer cotton IianCT cotton is a short staple cotton It grow s in Wadliw an district 
and IS better than mathio Salalta grows in Wadhwan and on the Dhollera side It comes in a very dirty 
condition Mathio comes from the Bhawnaggar side Mathio n, the poorest of the whole lot The staple 
IS less than half an inch The Bundu months, Shramn and Fagun mentioned in my written evidence are the 
months of August and April respeotn ely Mathio comes in earlier, in Karlic, i e , about December 

4970 People bring in short staple cottons from other districts and mix them here with long staple 
cotton This should be prevented They bring cotton from Beawar apd also from Ajmer, Khandesh and 
Nandubar They bring it to Kalal We have gins in Kalol It is only ten or tw elve miles from Ahmeda 
bad I use Surat and Navsari cotton Broach, Surat and Navsari cotton are all mixed together I would 
say that people slioud bo prohibited from transporting kapas by rail On the borders of tracts w Inch are 
growing different varieties of cotton, the ginneries should bo regulated As to the transfer of cotton by 
carts, I should say that the ginneries and presses dealing in cotton should be liable under law My idea 
is that ginnenes should be prevented from mixing short w itli long staple I have only one gin in the mills 
here and none in the district The ginneries do not mix but it is the men who buy from outside w ho mix the 
cottons Some damping of cotton is carried on here On the Akola side they put cotton under the hose 
pipe I think that damping ought to be stopped too I think that it can be stopped by licensing or by 
passing an Act 

4971 I have said in my wTitten evidence that the assessment on land is very lugh I cannot say exactly 
what the assessment is but in my place it vanes from ten annas to Be 1 12 per btgha I have got three or 
four villages The assessment is changed every fifteen or twenty y ears as far as I can lemember The assess 
ment IS collected once in the month of January .1 would suggest that Government should collect the 
assessment later on in the year that is to say in July or August when money is easier 

4972 It IS the custom here for the cultiv ators to get advances from the hniias and boras There are 
some Muhammadan sahnkars too I do not kndw exactly viliat interest they charge but I think that it is from 
nine to twelv e per cent per annum but the whole produce of the borrow ers field to be sold to the man who 
advances the money at a certain price I know that the price paid to the cultiv ator is low I w ould suggest 
some sort of co operative movement to help the cultivators I do not know w liether there are any co operative 
societies in Ahmedabad 

4973 (Mr Hodgkinson ) Kapas does not come in clean If it were picked by bettor methods, there 
would be no dust and leaves I liaye no suggestion to make to improve the picking 
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4974 I Invo Ind no o\pcricnoo of f>au gin*! Iho Blitcmont m mj i^nlten c\idonoo that saw gins aro 
not successful liecanso thoj bical llio slaplo is vliat I haao heard 

4975 Wo aro spinning fiom Os lo 10s from Surat cotton Itisncff I liavo not spun n arp I think 
SuratB Mill spin up to 24 or 20 s uarp I thin! the trade as a uholo paa sufficient for good cotton If uo 
got a hotter cotton no oouldafford to paj mmo than at present, as ue should realise more 

4970 I liavo used Punjab 4mcnoan m m 3 factoric'i I used onli a feu bales It was used onl 3 ' once 
so I cannot saa uhctlier it is pure or mi\cd m staple * 

4977 (Mr Bdbcrls) Wo base some lands here which 3 icld fi\o niaunds of lapas onl 3 Our maund 
is fort 3 lbs One leason foi stopjiing Iho importation of lupas is the danger of getting mferiorsccd into the 
hands of the oultuators after ginning Wlien people bring in short staple / upas, the seed remains and it spoils 
the whole growth of cotton in the tract 

4978 I tale from m 3 tenants from 10 annas lo IJ nipeo per btgba The Goaemment as=eosmcnt is 
about SL\ or so\on annas Bo 1 12 would bo the rent of exceptional land but generally it is a rupee The 
rent IS nlwa 3 S more than the assessment 

4979 Instead of billing in the Bombax marl el, I would prefer to bm m up countr 3 markets througii 
reliable commission aralyat of those places so that unmixcd cotton could bo purchased The mills gene 
rallv bii\ up countrx, tin ough their own agents Each null has its own agents Wo use miioli Kathiawar 
cotton The mills compote w ith c ich other and each null doc->'not confine itself to an} particular tract 
Thcio IS no liijutition at all in regaul to nulls biixing from nn\ tracts the} h! c 

4080 Arbitrition is earned out b\ the mahajant in Iho xillagos or lownsr Thox haxe thom own local 
nilcs 9 hero is no Cotton Trade Association here ns the} haxe In Bomba} There aro no uniform rules for 
aibitration, thox aio simply local inks in each place xxhich is a bu}iiig centre It would be an adrantago 
to haxe some uniform niles with regard to arbitration for settling contracts Excrxbodx xvould haxe to agree 
to it 

4981 I haxe hoaid of the American s}stcm of statistics It would bo a good thing to h ivo the American 
s}stcm m India and to get information exerv month 

4982 (Mr Oatha) Wo do not Imx Surat cotton direct from Iho cultixator "Wo bu} it from the 
merchants xiho jmrohaso the cotton from Iho oullixalors , thox gin it and then they sell it to us Sometimes 
they hax 0 rcadx bales there and w 0 1 ux those M o do not gi\ c advances to the cultivators , it rs the arahjas 
who do BO 


Mr NAGINLAL MAG6ANLAL ol Viramgam 

I 

Ewmimd XT Aiixiauxihd rnincxn} Cnr, 1918 
11 rttlin statemmt 
I — \cnicui,TTm XI ExrrmFxcr 
(b) “ DesJn ” long staple cotton 

4983 (10) Experience — I haxe icsidcd m Viramgam district for the last fourteen years and I have 
not been in actual touch xxith cotton ciiltixators 

4984 (11) Varieties — irnpod xaiiel} is grown in this district and is known in tlio Bombay market ns 
Viramgam Kadi cotton 

4985 (12) Size of holdmgs — Half of tlio land is kept aside for cotton'sowmg b} the ciiltixators, 
and this }ear out of tins half, one foiiith lomamcd unsown on acooiint of licax} rains 

4980 (13) Yields and profits and comparative returns — TIio axcrago }it]d per aero is twelve to 
sixteen maimds of cotton pods or three to four inauiids of lint cotton and the profit to a cultixmtor is about 
Es 20 to 30 per acre 

4987 (14) Rotations and manures — Onlx oiio ciop is taken in a }car Sowing 13 commenced m 
June Jul} and tlic harxest is oollcotcd in JIarch April Cow dung mnniiro is xci} sparing!} used 

4988 (15) Conditions affecting increase in area — ^Length of gmmiig season xxith less restrictions 
on tlio factories and oas} labour suppl} would oncourago tiiltixators to increase the soxxing area 

4989 (16) Suitability of existing varieties — 8iipcrior t}pcs of long staple cotton could bo introduced 
w ith advantage 

4990 (17) Prevention of mixing of different varieties — Selection of seed b} the cultixators, and 
prohibition of giiuiing infoiioi cotton bx the factor} owners, would prevent the mixing of inferior seeds 

4991 (18) Uses of seed and seed selection — Tho seed is used for feeding cattle onl} No seed 
boicction IS jiractised and the cotton is not hand gimitd for procuring good seed 

4992 (19) General economic conditions — Ab Iho ciiltixators are comparative!} poor, cotton sowing 
taken in hand b} companies, who cominaiid a fairl} good capital and use steam power, xxould mcrcaso tho 
crop a good deal 

II — CoMMrnci/Xi, Astect 

4993 (30) Local trade customs — The cotton pods aio brought in carts to tho nearest market b} the 
cult IX ators for spot sale through brokers Some cultixatois m ike future sales also for a part of their produce 
to morchantb (i c , aialyns ) I ho aratyas get their Cotton ginned and sell tho lint cotton to Uiandtas, i c , 
bu}cis, either as leady dolixen 01 in fiifure,by a contract Tho “fiitiiio” business is gcnorall} done on 
V xeiy limited scale 

4991 (31) Standardization of commercial names — Wo hax c onl} tw o commercial named cottons — (1) 
cbalm, t e, mixed x arict} , and (2) Ian 

4995 (32) Buying agencies — Aral system of bu}ing agency is in xoguo hero and tins is not bad 

1 ' 

IV — HLxNUrXCTOIlE 
(a) Oinntng and pressing 

4990 (36) Type and number of gins and presses —Roller gins aro used lieio and full presses 
xyorked in our 1 ictor} Wo hax 0 nim t} gins and three presses of Whittle & Co liorp 
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(2) In Viramgam there are altogether 400 gins and four presses One ginnmg and one pressing factory 
are under erection also ^ 

4997 (37) Size of bale — The size of the hale 47 ms length x 21 ms x 17 ins 

4998 (38) SaW'gins versus roller gins — Saw gins are not good for fine fibred cotton The fibre, i e , 
staple is injured by the saw gins We are using roller gins here 

4999 (39) Efiect of saw-gins on Indian cotton — Saw gins have not been successful w ith Indian cotton 
The staple is thereby injured 

COOO (40) Factory labour — ^The labour difficulty is every day getting w orso 

(b) Spinning and iteavtng 

5001 (43) Counts spun and market lor yarn or cloth —Counts CJ , 8J , 10): , 13J , 20 , 21 , 22^ for 
'-the market and 20s and 30s for weaving shed Cawnpore, Calcutta and Bombay are our principal " 

markets 

5002 (44) Condition ol cotton —Crushed seeds are found in cotton This can bo stojiped by Goa ein 
ment regulations qr bj an association of ginners and buj ers 


Mr Naoinlai, Magoam-al called and examined 

5003 {Mr lEndia ) I w ork with Messrs Whittle Co at Viramgam I get a commission on that worl 
in the ginning factories I has o shares m tw o miUs one at Viramgam and the other at Broach, and I am also 
a partner in ginning and pressing factories at Bardoli m the Surat district and Mandal m the Viramgam 
distiict Mj caper encc in the Viramgam district is confined to uagad cotton Wagad is much better than 
matliio and better th?n laho It is better than lalto in spuming qualities The percentage of blow room 
loss IS less than that of laho and it has a better strength The spinmng properties are far better Wagad 
spins up to 20s warp and 22s forrechng Sometimes wo take it up to 24s but with a less twist We do not 
use much laho, it spins tw o counts less and does not gia e so good a test Sometimes w e buj a very little matlixo 
for low counts 

5004 I have no knowledge of the actual cultivation of cotton so I have no land When wo buy cotton 
at Viramgam, w c buy ginned cotton and not seed cotton We do not buy l,apas as there are merchants at 
Viramgam w ho are ginners and ohn do the ginning In Bardoli, we have to buy seed cotton as there are no 
tacrchants there to do the gmnmg w ork Sometimes the merchants buy cotton from the oultn ators “ forw ard ” 
and sometimes the cotton is bought “ ready ” m Viramgam Some of the old merchants sometimes buy 
forward from a few good cultii ators who can give proper and regular dehverj We could also buy forward 
but wo do not want to take the trouble 

6005 The pods of wagad cotton have to bo picked in the fields That means that the ow ners of godowns 
have to collect the pods and get them opened for tins purpose they distribute them to females For that 
a special staff is necessary and it entails has mg a special godown near the town wheio females can "come 
and pick the cotton out Things are different in the Surat district There the seed cotton is brought m direct 
from tho fields \Ye_prefor to buy uagad from the merchants because it is hand picked bj them 

5000 Ginning is done on commission in Viramgam Anj body can bring lapas and get it giimcd As 
regards tho ginning percentage of uagad, a gih w orking only eleven houis gives eight to mne maunds of lint 
and one w orking fourteen hours gives about ten to tw clve maunds of lint, i e , about 34 lbs per hour From 
twenty maunds of lapas wo get about soien maunds of Imt So that practically wc get a little more than 
one third in lint 

5007 I have already mentioned that the buyers at Viramgam have combined to refuse to buy any thing 
except wagad, as tho mixture of laho with uagad tells against the percentage of Viramgam cotton Besides 
w hen these cottons are mixed, the seeds also get mixed Tiie cullix at or tal es the seed for ciiltix ation and 
not for feeding tho cattle and tho result is that short staple gets mixed with long staple, and wagad, laho and 
malhw are all mixed together All the ciiltix ators care about is weight As they d d not care what sort of 
cotton they grow , the dealers and the buy ers combined to ax o d trouble and to keep a cheek up on the ciiltiva 
tors so that they might get the true uagad cotton 

5008 I haxo already ment oned III my written evidence (paragraph 4988) that a longer ginning season 
with less rcstrctions on the factories would increase the area under cotton Bv restrictions I meant the 
restrictions regarding holidays In the ginning season, we haxo to obserxe the local holidaxs ns well as tho 
holidays under tho Factory Act Instead of four holidays as in Bombay, wo have six or sexen oxery 
month On Bladashi and such other local holidays the factoiies must bo stopped In Bombay they do 
not obserxe the local hohdays in tho mills dining the ginning season but here the case is different Wo 
have to close on these local hohdays because on those days the merchants will not bring their lapas in In 
Bombax, they have not to depend on tho merchants We haxo no heap system but consuiuc all that wo get 
every day Ex en if w e had the heap sy stem, that xx ould nbt solve our difficulties for the merchants xx ould 
not send then servants to work on a hoi day Tho cotton belongs to the merchants and not to tho gm 
ow ners 

5009 {Mr Ilodglmson ) Wo have ninety gins and three presses The cotton that comes to the ginning 

factory is xv eighed by weigh hr dges The cultivator has nothing to do xx itli w e ghment as he sells his pod 
cotton to the merchants xxliostoreit in their godown fora number of day’s before it is picked by xxomen It 
lathe merchant XX ho sells to the ginneries and XX eighment IS done by’ the gin oxxneis in tho factory In fciirat, 
however, the custom is different There the lapas is bought directly from tho cultivators by tho ginning 
factory ' 

6010 The amount of lapas a maund of cotton pods xx ill produce, depends on the land and aj so on the seed 
and rain At Viramgam there are different rates Sometimes a hundred maunds of pod co tton produces 
and maunds of lapas Sometimes it is 73 maunds and sometimes it is 71 A rough calculation xx ould bo three 
quarters lapas and one quarter husk Tho ginnmg percentage is about 35, but it vaiics greatly according 
to tho quantity of ram that xx e get m a given year 

6011 As to tho crushed seeds that are found in cotton this can be stopped by Government regulation 
or by local regulations as xx e have done If tho freight for tho carriage of cotton xx ith seed in it, i e , of 7 apas 
were increased, it would not pay tho merchants to take lapas from one district to another They only bung 
in this lapas to get a little margin of profit but if that extra margin xx ere taken aw ay by railxx ay fre ght and 
other things, they w ould not trouble to carry lapas from one place to the other Tho adulteration of ginned 
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cotton V itli cnished seed may bo duo to bad'ginning but Bometimes it is done deliberately by tlio traders. 
Sometimes tbo fitters in the factory can do it avitlioiit tlio bnouledgo of tlio factorj owner I do not tliinl 
that licensing could stop tins pvil unless tho morolianta themselves wished to stop it In our morohants’ 
association wo impose a penaltj When wo buy cotton with crushed seed, we keep tho cotton in a separate 
room When a bin er comes, ho secs that tho stutt is not pure but contains cnished seed We tell tho other 
bujors that tho cotton in this room contains so much cruslicd seeds and wo cancel tho purchase of tho cotton 
There aro sometimes other bnjers m tho Bombay market a\ho do not mind a little crushed seed In order 
to prevent adulteration with onishcd seed wo have formed this combination between merchants, gin owners 
and selleis but these combinations generally last for a year or two and then break down 

C012 (Mr Eobcris) Tho combination at Vimmgam winch has been formed to check mixing and suoh, 
practices consists of all tho ginners and all tho merchants and rnahajans Tlioy have agreed among them 
sehes that certain things should not bo done What happens is this If a man finds lapas or crushed seed 
mixed, lie informs tho association and tho association informs all tho ginners and buyers that they arc not 
to buy that cotton If am member of tho association tries to sell mixed cotton, ho has to pay a fmo according 
to the graxita of his fault Iho maximum punishment is a fine of Rs CO That amount is taken b\ tho 
as-^ooiation and spent on charitable objects Sometimes instead of a fine tho member is warned The mixed 
cotton IS kept scpaiatcly and ginned separately and the refcd is fed to tho cattlo Tho association w ill not buy 
ginned cotton of this kind If a ginning factory wore to gin a mixed lot, there would be nobody to report tho 
matter to the association I can tell the difTcrenco between fitnlhio and xragad cotton but it is harder to 
tell in lapas than in lint If they aro mixed m small quantities, no one can detcot it 

con I am not in lax our of licensing ginning factories ns it would bo a discouragement to the trade and 
the ginning fact ones 1 here is a Eaelory Act already for tho mills but lor a seasonal facloiy it is a great hard 
ship For tho last two years the Factory Act has been extended to ginnonos but I do not think that tho 
Factory Act Inspcctorn aro required for seasonal factories The Inspectors do xciy little They only 
mean woriy and less work Tho only thing they aro concerned about is tho cmploxTUont of children and 
the ginning factories haxo to employ children Wlien there are a father, mother and children, tho mother 
goes to cook the food and the child tal cs her place in tho ginnery or tho father goes to eat his food and tho 
boy tal cs his place Tliq child is not employ^ throughout tho day 

5014 It would be adxisablo if tho Agricultural Department xx etc to certify certain lots of seed from the 
ginneries as suitable for sowing it tins were possible 


THb iVHMADABAD MnXQwNEES’ ASSOCIATION. 

ExaMHiFD at AmUDABAD, FEDHTTAnW Ttii, 1918 

ir»i/tcn slalmcnl mihmtled by Mr Mangaldas Otrdhardaa Parelh, Prcstdcnl, Mdlownaa' 

Jaaoctation, Abmadabad 

6015 Experience — I have tho honour to state that I belong to the Bombay Presidency and have sovoral 
ginning and pressing factories at xanous places m Gujarat, both in the Bntish as xicll ns in tho Gaokwar Slate 
territories Besides I am working as tho Agent of seven spinning and xicaxing mills and guiding sovoral 
other mills In my capacity as the Agent of tho aboxo mills, I come across cotton of xanous kinds and my 
Vioxis regarding cotton and cotton industry m India aro attached liorcwitli 

5010 Facto) y labour — ^As for tho question of factory labour I find that noxx a days it is getting 
very dear Wo have to pay very high wages to ourxxorkmen and at times, in spito of our offering xTry goo<l 
w ages, w 0 aro unablo to procure suflioicnt men to go on xx ith tho proper xx orking of our mills and factories 

5017 Importance of questions before the Cotton Committee — ^Tho question before tho Committee is a qiics 
tion of primary importance to the cotton mill industry of India ns well ns to tho British Cotton Groxxers’ 
Association, xxho aro loaxang no stone unturned to gtoxx in India cotton of a good staple, and on a scientific 
basis, so that in course of time tho British Empire may be a self supporting one, and remain quite independ- 
ent of other countries under foreign rule 

5018 Deterioration of Indian cotton — ^It is a fact, knoxxn to the merchant world dealing m cotton, 
that cotton, grow n in sox oral districts of India^, is year by y ear dctcnorating in quality’ Tho reasons for - 
the same are quite ox ident and they aro — 

(1) Some txvcnty years ago tho export of cotton seeds to Europe was voiy little buffer tho last fifteen 

years the quantity has increased enormously and tho figures are very aatoiushing Tho ox 
porters of seed do not mind xxhother seeds of one distnot are mixed xxith those of tho other, 
as the buyers xx ant them onl^for tho purpose of extracting oil These seeds, as soon ns they 
go to tho nearest railway station, get mixed, and xxhen tho soxxing season begins, tho farmers 
buy the seeds from the money-lenders Thus tho seeds come naturally mixed and the farmers 
do not care to discriminate The result Ts that tho cotton grown from such seeds is hybrid 
and goes on deteriorating in quality every season 

(2) Again, thoie aro several cotton producing centres in India Xxlicro long and short staple cotton is 

grown side by side, say within a compass of five to six mdes Under tlib circumstances, the 
seeds got mixed and tho result is deterioration in quality Tho Hinganghat cotton is a strik- 
ing instance of this evil Txx enty y cars ago, Hinganghat cotton xx as as good as tho best Suryt 
or perhaps ex on bettor To day one can hardly spin 22s out of it xvith satisfaction 
(2) I But fortunately for India suoh times are gone People have noxx como to realize xxliat is good for 
them The users and shippers of cotton noxx form an intelligent class, and do not adopt tho old methods of 
buying cotton but send their representatives to the very districits xxhero cotton is growm and buy on tho spot 
The grow ers too are now taking to modem methods and aro doing their best to produce better quality 
6019 Remedies for deterioration — To stop the evil tho following stops may be taken — ' 

(1) The farmers, instead of buying tho seeds from money lenders, should buy’ from tho branch of the 
00 operative bank, or, if the district bo too small to have tho adx antago of a oo oporatix o bank, 
tho seeds should bo bought from a Government dep6t If tho farmer is unablo to pay in full, 
(ho__banks or Government dep6ts should advance them at a reasonable rate of interest, say 
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MX per cent and out of the first proceeds the fanner gets ho may pay off for the purchase of the 
seeds 

(2) Iho Government Agricultural Department should help farmers by investigating uhat seeds uould 

bo best suited for one particular district Having ascertained that, the Department should so 
arrange {hat before the next season commences, a proper stock of the above seeds may be kept 
available for the farmers to buj at their own door 

(3) The Government should pass an Act strictly prohibiting sahnlars or anj private individual from 

selling seeds to farmers, and also vv aming farmers not to buy seeds from any source but througn 
the advertised depdts 

(4) Now a dajs, there are thousands of ginneries and presses spread all over the country and it is 

quite casj to gin and press the cotton in the very district in which it is grown But it is a sad 
fact that cotton dealers or middlemen are actually carrying lapas of ono centre to another 
centre, in spite of the gins and presses on the spot, solely w ith the view to mi\ that cotton w ith 
the superior cotton of the other district and to got the marks of the railw ay centre to bring out 
to Bombay market and to sell there as such and thus cheating the buyers of sev oral rupees 
per khaiidt Ibis cv il can very easily bo stopped by legislation and contics may be defined, and 
cotton, produced in one particular centre, can bo easily made to gin and bale there If tho 
above plan bo adopted, tho mixing of ono cotton with another will cease altogether and so too 
the mixing of seeds 

(5) The malpract co of tho middlemen has gone to such an extent that hundreds of cotton presses all 

round India are provided with humidifiers, and while the cotton is under tho process of being 
packed, tho humidifiers arc allow cd to run at their maximum speed and tho cotton absorbs 
four to fiv 0 per cent of moisture This is an open secret known even to the Factory Inspectors, 
and in some cases they will admit tliat the hose is played upon the cotton to give sufficient 
moisture before packing In tho districts of Wadliwan and Viramgam and other adjacent 
places, sand or some such substance was actually added while pressing in a small proportion 
of three to four per cent When things like this happen it becomes v ery difficult for a cotton 
selector to detect tho percentage mixed while selecting cotton 

(G) Listly, tho farmers are now becoming aware of tho fact that they suffer chiefly on account of tho 
malpractices of tho middlemen , the mills too, realizing this fact, are at present sending their 
own men to the cotton districts for tho purchase of cotton in order that they may got puio stuff , 
and they do not now stick to tho Bombay Colaba market only, as they used to do in times gone 

5020 Introduction ol American cotton tn the-Punjah and difficulties experienced in marl cling it — I think 
before I close tlus topic, I should mvilo tho attention of the President and the members of tho Commission to 
tho- facts and figures published by Jlr W Roberts, B So , Professor of Agiioultural College, Lyallpur This 
gentleman, for tho sake of trial, introduotcd American seeds among tho farmers, and in certain trvots Dhar-i 
w ar long stapled seeds Tlio trials began in 1905 1906 but tho results w ere not satisfactory Then a special 
vanoty drawn from tho Dhaiwar American seed was selected by tho Economic Botanist and handed over foi 
further trials to tho sa d Professor This met with great success Ono hundred acres w ore oultiv ated under 
that variety in 1013, 3,000 acres m 1914, 9,000 acres in 1916, m spite of the war, and when tho cotton had 
touched tho lowest price a* over did, 65,000 acres and more were sown m 1910, and it was estimated for 
the next crop 120,000 acres w ould bo sow n. The very figures prove that the farmers hav o now come to 
know what is beneficial to them Tho average price obtained per maund was Rs 3 13 0 more than tho 
dalit cotton such as was produced before tho now kmd was introduced In addition to this, tho new seeds 
yielded twice as much cotton as flic deshi seeds yielded per icrc Now comes tho question of marketing 
this cotton," and here too tho middlemen for their gain are spoiling, nay rmning, tho fruits of labour bestow 
cd by tho culliv ators and Gov emment scientists Jlr Roberts’ ow n w ords w ill open tho oy os not only of the" 
inillownors but also of the Government, and it is high time that an Act should bo passed to put a stop to 
these undesirable mixmgs and tho consequent rmnation ol tho agnoulturo of cotton in India The w ords 
of Mr Roberts aro ns under — “ Tho marketmg of American cotton still loaves much to bo dcsiicd Tho 
trado IS mostly in tho hands of Indian ginning factory ow nors at present, tho Euiopoan liims having done 
a comparatively small business up to date Bombay m tho chief buyer What is curious about tho busi 
ness IS the almost univ crsal mixing that goes on m the ginning factories Tho usual grade sent to Bombay 
contains from ten to thirty per cent of deshi cotton bomo of tho faotoiy owners aro vciy frank over this 
mixing, and the writer has often seen American cotton with twenty to thirty per cent of deshi being added to 
it before ginning, especially in the Jhang district Ono reason for this is that deshi cotton has a hotter colour 
than American and no doubt tho mixture looks whiter than pure American Ono would expect spmncrs 
w ould find the defect Indivaduwl spmncrs ifa Bombay stoutly deny that they w ant such mixtines, yot that 
IS VI hat they mostly get and pay for It might bo pomted out that tho ginning outturn of all cottons vias 
low last year, and thus there was more than tho usual percentage of short fibic This fact no doubt facili 
tated mixing w ith deshi The dangers for tho seed from tlus and other causes w ill probably make it necessary 
to brand 4F bales m future Tho pomt is rccoivmg careful attention It is satisfactory to note that, 
thes year as well as lost year, a good deal of cotton was sent pure both to Bombay and Nagpur The 
widespread growing of American cotton is'brought homo to anyone walking in any pait of tho above tract 
comprising tho Lower Jhelum, Lower Chonab and Lower Ban Doab Canals Tlioro is scarcely a villigo 
VMthout a field oi tw o of American, and in some places practically no deshi cotton can bo Boon for miles As 
an lastanco of tho indirect effect of tho cotton sales, tho case of cortam largo growersneai Lyallpur may bo 
mentioned Up to the day of our first sale, tho best pneo offered to these zamindars w as Rs 10 per maund, 
whereas tho day after tho sale they wore offered Rs 11 and some actually sold privately at Rs 11 4 0 
per maund of lapas ” 

Written statement siihmittcd hy Mr 0 11 llclc. Manager, Ahmadahad Ginning and Manufacturing Gompany, 
Limited, Ahmadahad, and Bcprescntalive, Ahmadahad Milloioners' Association 

n — CowurrnoiAL ASrEOT 

5021 (30) Local trade customs -*-Gcnornlly the propnetors of gins act as small morohants to buy 
tted cotton Lorn tho fanners in their respective districts through brokers and those ginnei-, make formal 
contracts with the consumers or big merchants and shippers ns it is only tho shippers and big merchants that 
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hold lig lots m stoch For securing cheap bargains u hen the cotton is m process of growth, the giiinors 
make small advances to the fanners m proportion to the quantity of cotton a particular farmer is likely to 
produce in his field This sj stem is particularly practised in Southern Gujarat In other parts of Gujarat, 
and ilso to a small extent in Southern Gujarat, there is a class of cotton commission agents ulio buy, 
cotton diicct from the ginncrs and big merchants as seed cotton, and gin and press it for their constituents, 
the commission agents being lesponsiblo for mone3 duo to gmners and merchants 

5022 (31) Standardization of commercial names — Generally the cotton gtoun in Surat district is 
knoiMi as Surat , but cottons grown in that district arc distinguished by the general names of the countries 
in w Inch thej are grown , such as Uihwiora, Natwan Marolt, Vesma, Bardolx, Etav, Ktxn, etc In my 
humble opinion, the general classifidation as Surat is ratliei misleading and, ns the staple and quality of cotton 
giown in the above named different countries vanes to a great extent, they ought to be classed for trade in 
the names of the countries and the gmners and the merchants prevented by law to carry either loose or cotton 
in anj form oi haplas horn one country to another In some cases it is found that w ant of a piess factory 
in one parlieulai countrj requires the cotton to bo carried to other country To av oid tins, stops slioidd bo 
taken to establish press factories in a country where they do not oiost Legal restrictions must bo enforced 
against pressing the cotton brought from other countries and the ow ners of such factories must bo brought 
to law for pressing such imported cotton in their factories No bale pressed in a pressing factory should bo 
remov cd from the premises w itliout a stamp show ing the name of the commercial country in w Inch it is grow n 

5023 (32) Buymg agencies — The best form of buying agonc3', m my opinion, is to have several such' 
agencies in the cotton grow ing districts w hero cotton can be bought by the oonsumers'" direct from the up 
country merchants instead of the cotton being taken to big markets of Bombay and the like for sale 
Anangements for purohasmg the cotton in the districts would facilitate the consumers and exporters in securing 
unmixed cotton in v arious districts Thus there is less chance of the cottons of different districts being mixed 

S 


III — Statisticai, 


5024 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — ^The cotton forecast as at present published is fai 
from being satisfactory or accurate It lacks in details of information as regards quantity of the various 
quaht'cs of different districts and piovinces which is quite essential to form any idea of various growths of 
cotton The forecasts hitherto published are ver3 general and details of the number of bales is hardly avail 
able iSecondlj , the forecasts ought to be published eveiy month beginning from theHimo the cotton is 
sown and those forecasts should bo distributed among all the manufacturers by Government whenever pub 
lulled* They should also bo published in the monthly reports of the Director of Agriculture of the Province 
and these reports must bo made Imovvn to the public through the leading now spapers of cv cry piovmoo More 
over, m the distiiot such as Surat, Viramgam, Tiruppur, Tmnevellv and the like, where better kind of 
cotton IS giown, the cotton may bo sold to the public by public auction and pure cotton of that particular 
district (as is done m the case of selling the Sind and the Punjab American cotton at L3ollpur) guaranteed 

5025 (39) Publication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — ^I' am m favour of the publication of the 
Liv erpool and Bombay cotton prices in the up country markets - This w ill keep the up country dealers and 
manufacturers in constant touch vnth the fluctuations of the markets m Liverpool and Bombay 


IV — MAKxrFAcrnEE 


(h) Spinning and weaving 

' 602G (43) Counts spun and market for yarn or cloth — In m3 mill, w e spin cotton from Os to 70s, 
but larger quantitj of 20s to 30s We offer rather a small quantitj of yarn for sale, the major portion being 
utilized for our looms M3 market for 3 am is maiiil3 Alimadabad and a small quantity is sold at Calcutta 
M3 prmcipal markets for cloth are Alimadabad, Calcutta, Cawnpore and Madras, but nearly half our pro 
duction of piecogoods is sold to local merchants in Alimadabad 

5027 (44) Condition of cotton — Nearly half the cotton received m my mill is faultyq as regards pie 
Ecnco of carelessly or fraudulently added dirt, water or mixed with inferior varieties and I suggest legislation 
against adding excessive moisture and carry mg of unginned or loose cotton in any form either m bags or 
baplas from one cotton growing district to another Prevention of carry mg of unginned cotton will also 
discourage mixing of inferior cotton seed with superior vaneties * 

502S (44) Effect on cotton market of replacement of short staple cotton by long staple — 
Any attempt to replace the short stapled cotton in India with long stapled varieties, would mcreaso the com 
mcroial v aluc of tho Indian cotton generally and this change w ould be w elcome to the consumers of Indian 
cotton gcnorally I hav 0 tiicd the American cotton grown in tho Punjab and I am of opinion that, if tho 
cultiv ation of this v anety is extended w ith adequate measures for prev enting the mixture of the Punjab 
local cotton seed w ith tho American seed, it vv ould giv o the Indian maniifaotiirers greater opportunities of 
spmmng medium counts aud improvmg tho qualities of tlioir productions I found Punjab American cotton 
so bo a good class of cotton grown in India 


V — General 

5020 (46) Attitude of buyers to improved cottons — ^In tho past, Indian manufactureis seem to 
hav 0 pa d little attent on to encourage the grow th of improv cd cotton, but recently I find that some of tho 
manufacturci-s give cncouiagoment and actually pay premium for improved cotton such as Cambodia, Tirup 
pur, Tiunov elly Gov emment farm, Navsari and Punjab American cottons 

Mr Mangaldvs Girdh^irdas Parlkh, (President) and Mr G R Rele, Representatives, Alimadabad „ 
Millowners’ Association, called and oxammed ~ 

6030 (ilfr II ndia ) Mr ParcUi — ^Thc total number of mills in Alimadabad is about fifty Tho total 
iiumbci of spindles is about ten lakhs and the number of looms is about tw enty thousand All tho 
millowners except the ow nor of one small mill are members of the Millowners’ Association ^Tho mills use ill 
tho different v arictics of cotton but mostly Gujarat cotton mcluding Surat Some mills use Cambodia and 
this V car Ly allpur American They also use Hubh and Dharw ar cotton and some Cooonadas Very little 
lOiandech cotton is used Some mills used ICliandesh and Akola cotton Wp do not get enough long 
staple cotton hcie and we have to import it from outside The districts round hero grow uagad and laho 
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Watjad IS n bellei cotton th ui laho niul tlio iniUa, generally speaking, piefer it Some rozi cotton from tlie 
Knira district is also used AYith uagad \\ o spin np to J2« m oft and 20s ii arp With labo wo can spin up 
to 30s M eft and 18s u aiji 

G031 {Mr Bdc) Wo haao not tiiod laho separitclj , it is usually mixed \v ith ttaffad for hand looms 
'Iho spinning nulls use it for a am 

5032 {Mr Partlli ) NavBan cotton spins 24s to 2Cs w irp and 3Ss to 10s u eft It depends on the climatic 
conditions at the tiino of Mcaaing Cotton generally comes in a aeij mixed state hut it depends upon tho 
Maj in uhich a man biijs If uo send our oun agents out and the 3 aroacij careful, we can got Surat cotton 
luoio or less pure If a\o huj in tho market here wo get mixed cotton I do not use vny Bioach cotton and 
I do not think manj mills m Ahmadahad use it It may be on account of the piice I cannot saj if it has 
gone down in quahtj' but I haxo heard that it generally comes in mixed Short staple cottons from Sank 
heda and Badarpur are imported into Broach and mixed there n ith Broach cotton We do not use any 
malho cotton here It mostly goes to Bombay 

5033 lilt quality of cotton is oici-yai hero deteriorating Wo find it cspeciillv in the Aliinadabad cotton, 
but it IS true of almost all the cotton that wo do not get such staple ns we used to gat some yeais ago All 
the cotton of Gujarat has not deteriorated The cotton fioin Morn, Dhindrigvih and Wadhwan is pure 
and now a days that from Virimgim is also good 'llio ladi cotton is also pmo if it is bought at Kadi itself 
There is no mixing oi slioit staple cotton there The quality of Sunt vnd Bioach cotton has gone down 
I think this IS duo to tho fact that they take from interior districts to a district the cotton of which is suporioi 
and commands a higher price I'oi instance, kajias is taken from Baidoh or Kim to Niasnri to be gimied 
and thus Nacsari cotton is spoilt I ha\o no personal experience of this but I liaee heard that people are 
t ikiiig lajias from inferior districts to places whore the juices are more fa\ ounblo Another c vuso of dcterio 
ration IS that mixed cotton is ginned and the seed is distributed to the cultuatois In my wiitton o\ donee, 
I have referred to the c isc of Hingaiignat as a striking instance of the c\ il of mixing I used to buy Hingan 
gliat cotton some years ago but I do not buy now ns tho staple is xery shoit vnd is not unifonu 
With the' former Hanganghat cotton wo used to do fine work and used to spin from 22s to 24s 
Now we cannot spin oven 22s I buy Punjab American , it is mixed m staple I think the mixing 
IS done by tho giuners but it may' be due to other causes such as mixed seed All w o know is that wo got 
cotton of mixed staple Dirt and w atcr are added to cotton I have experience of this in Ujjam, Indore, 
and Malw a cotton Merchants sometimes ask tho press ow ners to make some arrangement for damping 

6034 {Mr lielc ) I am of tho same opinion A lot of, water is added mtentionally I have experienced 
tins in tho cotton from Path near Viramgam This year I hayo noticed that some of the cotton from Lyall 
pur has been highly w atcred I did not buy it my self but I ha\ c got my ow n agent at Ly illpur As a hrst 
remedy for deterioration, it is suggested in our wntten cvidenco that tho cultuatoi-. should buy seed fioin a 
CO oporatiyo bank There are some co operative banks in this district, and almost vll thoMlhgcs in the (leak 
yvar’s territory haxo co oporatixo societies The number of such associitions is mcicvsiiig 

5035 {Mr I’arekh ) A Goycriniiciit depdt might be opened in some eeiiti vl jihco at which “erds might 
bo sold I XV lilt tho xvliolo seed supply controlled by a Goxcrimnnt dcpiitment, if it is possible I Ihen 
only goi d seed w ill be distributed and tlieio xv ill be no niixmg 

6030 Tho sccoml remedy for deterioration that xvo liixo suggested is that tho Agricultuial Department 
should help the oultixatois by finding out xvliioh seed is best suiteel foi v p vrticiil vr ilistiiot Wo must tvy 
for long staple, not for short staple at all Wo xv iiit Goxemment to find out what long staple cotton can bo 
grown m p irtieular districts I haxo heard tho argument used that tho shoit staple cotton hvs a biggci yield 
and a higher gimiiiig percentage and that thereforo it pays tho cultix ator hotter to grow short staple than long 
That IS tnic, there is less danger in grow mg short staple cotton. Long btajijo cotton takes v longei time io 
grow and therefore is more liable to daiiiago from cxtienio cold As to whether it is possible to encourage 
the cultix ators to grow long stajile cotton^by paying higher juices for it, I thin! that w o aro pay ing a sutlioiontly 
high price for long staple cotton ns can bo seen fioin a comparison of the figures loinieily, the diffoience 
between good quality Ahiiiadabad, t e , uagad cotton and buiat cotton was only Es 2 per mavuid of 40 lbs 
m fax our of tho latter Tho difference now has gone up to Rs G or Rs 7 jver maunil There is the same 
difference betw een Broach and Surat cotton, '“i e , about Rs 120 per khaiuh lYc pay' a bettor price for 
our dcshi uagad cotton than for Broach I haxo already said that if the short stvplo cotton were kept 
separate from long staple, tho difference in price xxould xviden, but much depends on supply and demand 
Somctiincs the price of short staple cotton goes up if there is a demand for coarse counts 

5037 All seed from ginnciics should bo sold for export or for feeding cattle It should not be sold by 
ealiukars or prixato individuals for seed purposes Tint should bo stopped by legislation Of course, tho 
cultix atoi might buy tho seed with tho osltnsiblo object of letdiiig cattle and then use it for cultix ation 
I mi merely j uttiiig fonvard siiggcstioiis It is for Government to decide xvhat action should bo taken 

6038 The other remedy suggested in iiiy xvTitten evidence is the jroliib'tion of tho transpoit of kapas 
and h vlf pressed bales from one st vtion to mother If that is elone, n ixiiig cm bo stopjied It is not the 
ginuerica XV ho aie mixing, but the iiieioh lilts It would bo i itlicr difficult for tho giiiow ners to do it as 
they do not liiow from whit distiiot cotton is biouglit If the mcichants aro proxented from brmging in 
kapas from outside, that is a bcltoi xvay of stojipiiig mixing than tho licensmg of ginneries If transit by 
rail 18 stoppeel, tho evil xvill bo oxcrcoiiio to v oertuii txte,iit 

6039 I know that piessing f letorics aio jiioxided with humidifiers I haxo one in my own pressing fao 
tory 1 li IX 0 been lold that in Ujj ini b igs filled xv ilh cotton aio pul in lay on, and tint hoso pipes play' upon 
llieni Wo have been asked by iiierchants to jiul in humidifiori in oiii pressing factory at I iramg im and 
Jlof-sana It is true that slight damping makes pressing c isicr us tho cotton becomes softoi Damping 
improxe-s tho staple, and makes it a little stiongci and softer lint is the case when cotton is dvmpcd one 
or two pot cent I do not tliinl that a httle damping elocs any Iniin to cotton 

6040 Mr Jkh) I xv ould not have any damping at all It does facilitate pressing but I would rathoi 

haxo it alohshed altogether j 

604 I consider that bale should bo stomped m tho pressing faotoricB by the name of the station at 
which tho cotton is pressed and that from w Inch tho cotton comes Legal restrictions must be enforced 
againsj, pressing tho cotton from other ialukas If frnn>-port by' rail is prohibited, the cotton will be 
transported by cart I think it would bo bettor to liaxe rcstrictioiiB' on tho factories than to prohib t 
transport by tail I xv ould suggest legislation for heensing ginneries and pres es 

6042 The cotton foiecasts at present aro inoomplofo 

6043 tMr Mangaldas Parckli ) They ate not, accuralo but they aro use ul 
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5044 (Mr lick ) Bloro details sliould bo pwidcd As at present published they are vorj general, re 

lalinc to a Toi y big provanoc Details should bo giv on shoa mg the average >iold of the cotton groamg 
tracts m the Pioviiioc, and the forecasts should bo published iiionthlj Both tlio Association and tho mdi 
aidual milloaners get tho pro\ inoial forecast from Mr Kcituigo’s ofTice ^ 

5045 (Mr ParcU) I have some c\perionco of ginning pools at coi tam places Tlicro are such pools 
at Surat and Vunmgaiu amongst other places I thmk thoj aorlv satisfaotordj, from tho point of view 
of tho gmners but not from that of tho oiiltnators Formerly tho ginning oliargoaius beta con Rs 3 8 
to Rs 4 for taentj inaunds (in some places 24 maunds) of lapas Wo charge for kapas and not per bale of 
cotton Noa on account of the dearness of stores, I haa o heard that, at Viramgam, tlioj ha\ o fixed tho charge 
at Rs 6 8 for ginning Tho pressing charge lost year a as about Rs 5 to Rs 6 8a bale This year as tho 
prices of hoop iron and clotli has o gone up, tho charge is about Rs 0 8 to Rs 7 Before tho uar, tho charge 
used to be Rs 3 per bale at Viramgam, Wadhuan and at other places Tho pools aro not to tho advantage 
of tho cultivator but they aro not charging very high prices They exist snnply to do auay vith oompoti 
tion because if there aro fno or six girmmg factories they mil compote against each other if tboro is no pool 
Tho pools make a profit of say fifteen to tu onty per cent 

5046 (Mr Uodglxnson ) Tho mixing of seed is not tho solo cauio of dcteriorition. Hero tho cultiv ators 
get good manure If tlioy iicra to ciiltnato on scientific principles, iho staple uoiild bo bolter 1 think 
tho oullivalors do their very best to grow good cotton but tho chief causo of deterioration in quality is tho 
mixing of seed 

6047 Gcnoiallv speaking, tho cultiv ators do not pick unripe bolls If iinripo bolls aro picked tho staple 
mil not bo imiforni I cannot suggest any unprovoniont in tho uay of picking gotten 1 ach place has a 
dilTcrentuay of picking In some places, the cotton is pickcil cleaner than olliers There aro tuo methods 
of picking In most places tho cotton is picked from tho bolls in tho fields but in tho case of icagad cotton 
tho uholo boll IS picked and tho cotton is removed from it afterwards 

6048 Some ginning factories put in cotton seed into ginned cotton to increase tho u eight There used 
to bo some adulteration of ginned cotton u itli seed at Viramgam but that has been stopped 

6049 Punjab American comes in mixed I have not been able to get any pure Punjab Amoncan in 
my factory There used to bo fifteen to tu enty per cent of dcslit m it I ha\ o not x ct receiv cd any Punjab 
American this year 

6050 (Jlfr Ilek ) Wo ha\o received about 200 to 300 bales of Punjab American this year and tho quality 
IS very’ good Tho mixturo of dcsii in it is only about five per cent We bought it at tho auctions, nhcro it 
was olassiliod as containing a mixturo of five per cent deshi Wo have bought class A also which is pure but 
tho bales have not vet arrived Wo can spin 24« wnii> out of piuo Punjab American 4r, but if wo adopt 
a special process, w e can got 284 w arp out of it 

5051 (Mr PareUi ) Of course wo could tpm finer coiuits with it but it all depends on tho climatic con 
ditions of tho tuno at winch wo arc spiiuiing Wo can spin higher counts in the ruiiv season It is vtry 
diflioult to spin tho liner counts in tho cold season Cambodia has a longer st iplo than Punjab American 
but the coloui IS not so good For certain class of piece goods, tho colour docs not in liter If tho cloth has 
to bo ble idled and dyed it does not matter if tho cotton is yellow or white 

5052 Tlio gins here aro all smglo roller gins 

6053 I am usmg Uganda cotton in my mills AVo only began to u»o it last year and wo find that tho 
Indian opeiaitivcs are not sulDcicntly ollioienl to deal with this class of cotton Isvoii tho simuiing master 
wants to bo trained to use it yet Up to this time wo aro spmiuiig up to 204, 305, oi 404, reeling out of it 
The machinery is not very v\ oil ad iptcd for that purpose It is not lit for tho w ork that I vi ant to got out 
of it but, ow ing to coi lain circunistaiiccs, I am obliged to spin finer coimts at present Tlio Indian opera 
t ves have up till now only been habituated to work on coarse counts It will take some tune to tram them 
to use fiiici V arieties but if they are trained they w ill bo able ov cntually to do tho w ork prov idcd, of course, 
there is proper maoliinory I do not think that as long as coarse comits pay , any ono w ill try tho finer counts 

6054 (Mr Roberts ) Tho mills have to go further afield now for their long staple cotton I am buymg 
m new tracts I buy mostly Surat cotton but I also buy Cambodia Last year and this year I have 
bought Lyallpur Piinjib American cotton. Anien Sind American was jirooiuable, 1 bought that Tho 
first and second years, tho ciop was good Later on tho quality of Suid cotton went down and it also 
became V 01 y' dear compared w itli other cotton and so w o stopped biivmg it I bought Pimjab American 
list year in Bombay This year wo sent our own men to buy at Lyallpur I thmk I have got bettor 
cotton by sending my agent to purcliaso at Ly illpui AA'o bought tho tot Ion on sample AVo h ivo not got 
tho baits yet 1 think this year s crop is better than last ycai s Mr Rclo and 1 no tho only two pcisons in 
Ahmadabad who have bought Punjab Amciican AA^o aro buying in parlncrsliip Aiiothci buyer from 
Alimadabad, The Aliinadabad Manufaoturmg A, Calico Mills, Ltd hav o inado v cry small purchases 

5056 (Mr Rek ) Wo cannot got pure Pimjab American unless w o purchase at tho auctions and at 
tho auctions wo have to pay cash down Our difliciilty in getting puro cotton was tho '‘difliculty about 
financing as we could not make arrangements for immcdiato payment I have received information that 
ginning has boon oonimcnced already Accordmg to tho icpoits of niy icprcsentativt, wo aro not certain 
of gettmg puro Punjab American except at the uictions 

5056 AA^e both advocate tho stampmg of bales m factories, os it w ould enable tho purchaser to trace tho 
place from which the cotton came This is most important from tho purchaser’s point of vuow I thmk 
thait each factory should have a biand of its own which should bo registered One ginmng factory may have 
a good name and the other a bad though both aro m the same place, so that it is adv isablo that every factory 
should have its own registered mark so as to distmguish the quahty contamed m the bale -At 
Ahmadabad there are two cottons and it w oiUd bo necessary to hav e tw o difloront marks, one for Jalw and 
the other for luigad 

5057 (Mr PareJh ) Here m Ahmadabad vve buy ready cotton but wo also buy on oontraots as well 
as m the districts where the cotton is grown About' half the mills are m tho habit of buymg cotton m the 
district Disputes aro settled acoordmg to local rules, which vary m every place. AVe do not find any d'tfi 
culty at present m havmg our own loco] system and I do not consider that any uniform system of rules such 
as those cl the Bombay Cotton Trade Assoo^tion is requiicd as at present 
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COGS Tho prices of tho various classes of cotton to day arc as follows 

Navasari 

Surat. 

Syan and Kim 

Broacli 

Wagad 

Labo 

Kadi 


Es 

730 porlfionii, 
715—720 

680 „ 

630 „ 

670—580 „ 

660—570 
580—590 


All these prices arc for loose cotton Rupees 630 is the Bombay price ior Bronoh but it must bo less 
than Rs 580 in the district Wo do not spcculato so wo do not Itiow much about it 

6059 JIj cvperionco is that Navsari is not dotcuorating Wo sometimos get very good Navsari cotton 
Bilhmora cotton is better than Navsari 

6000 (Mr Bdc ) Tho practice of mixing sand with ginned cotton is now not common I have 
said that I have noticed damping in tho Punjab cotton I tliinh it is done intentionally Tho lapas is 
intcntionallj kept near tho small w atcr channels in order to absorb moisture and is then loaded in garts for 
tho market Iho reports I have recened arc to that cffcot 


Mr. ATVTRALAL SABABHAI, Mill Agent, Ahmadabad. 


L\ vuiNFD AT AmuDABVD, Frnntjtnv Otu, 1918 
11 rifkn ttalcmcnl 


IT — CoMirPRCui. AsrFCT 

6001 (30) Local trade customs — No practice of ads anccs is in force in Ahmadabid itself but in 
tilhges tho dealers adianco inoiioy against raw cotton (o tho ciiltnators No fiiluro buying contracts 
aro made, but fom ard sales (dohi ciy m inaunds or bales) aio mado just a month or so boforo and after tho 
arriaal of lojias m tho market In Sanand, Bawla, Kalol, Dholka and in Alimadabad this system is pros a 1 
ing Similar system prevails at Kadi, Jotana, Patri, Mchsana, Anand, Pctlad, Cambay and m Kathiawar 

(2) Sural — Cotton is sold in halt pressed bales by lltandx of 700 lb» equal to 19 mds 17 soers Ahmada 
bad weight Tho agents deduct from sellers Rs 1 12 to Bs 1 14 per handx for charges such as brokerage, 
etc Similar system also prevails in Nnvsan, Surat, Syan and Kim districts 

(3) Broach' — Cotton is sold in half pressed bales by thandis of 21 maunds each of 41 soers (a seer of 40 
tolas) Tho buyer pays four annas per Ihandt as brokerage besides tho commission and sundry charges such 
ns cartage and pressing charges, etc 

(4) Built — Uotton 18 sold by uay of twcho maunds (maund, equal to 28 pounds) Kapas is sold in the 

same way but tho rate is fixed per uag of 48 maunds of 28 pounds each ^ 

(G) In Alimadabad, cotton is imported into full pressed and half pressed bales for sale Raw cotton 
{lapas) IS nso imported in carts and railway wagons 

6062 (31) Standardization of commeicial names — Tho following are tho names of some of tho 
important grades — 


Gujarat cotton — 
Wagad 

Muttra . 
Kathiawar — 
Dhrangadhrn 
Wadwan 
Mom 
Lakhtar 
Limbdi 
Enbh . 


Laho 

Ron and Kanvi, 
Wagad 

„ and Laho 

„ and Laho 
Kumpta 


but outstntion cottons aro gonerally known by tho names of tho places they oorao from — 
Surat — 

Navnsan Bardoh 

Sayan , Kim, etc, etc 


In most of the districts different grades of cotton aro mixed and this is very undesirable Tho remedy is 
suggested in this written ovidonco at tho end 

(2) To a cortam extent, commercial names of various grades of cotton aro standardized at tho present 
time , for example, cotton grown from American seed m Smd is called “ Sind Amer can,” and this year tho 
cotton grown from Cambodia seed in Dhrangadlira will bo called “ Dhrangadh^a Cambodia ” The word 
‘ Smd ” and “ Dhrangadlira ” ha\ o to bo used because tho quality of cotton grow n in tho particular districts 
from a foreign seed is diffeient from tho cotton groivn from the same seed in its local area Standardization 
without any cflectnal remedy against mixing of seed and cotton is likely to fail 

6003 (32) Bnymg agencies — Speaking from tho standpoint of the cultivator and tho consumer, 
the best solhng and buying agency in tho interest of both would bo ono, a sort of bankmg and trading con 
cem, which avould stop the passing of lapas through many hands, from the cultivator to tho buyer of baled 
potton. I shall bo glad to give outjmcs of tho scheme if desired 
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in — iStatisticat 

C064 (33) Improvement o£ cotton forecast — ^Either duo to ignorance of or tho prevailing Ticlief 
tint the foiecasts arc not rcliaUo, tlio Government forccasta have not been mucb availed of Tho informa- 
tion asl ed for bv Government in compiling the forecasts js not given bv the public with that accuracy and 
precision with vihich it eleven e“ to be given In order to mal o such publications accurate, there should be 
legislation to punish those (1) who do not give imfoinintion in time and (3) vihioh cannot bo considered 
icasonablj accurate from tho data at tho disposal of the jnrly from whom the mfonnatioii is required by 
Govcmniont 

IV — ^JlAKTirAcronr 
{h) SpiiiHin/; ami wemmq 

OOG'i (43) Counts spun and market for yam or cloth — “^mco sometime the (wo nulls under mv 
management tell verv littlo jam The counts spun arc from 20s to 13s for warp and from 2(Vs to ISs for 
weft PmcD Janiiaiv 1010 most of mj cloth is sold toAhmadabad merchants The cloth oventualh goes to 
Calcutta, Amritsar, Delhi Agia Cavinporc Eejial Persian Gulf jiorts, Jladras, Pangalore Lahore and Smd 

SOGO (44) Condition of cotton — Hess an used for cotton baling ptiriioscs is iiMiallj prevaouslj used 
and of inferior quahtj , and hon]is aie ni-,t\ patched and old and so tbio to faultv packing tlicrc is a loss 
of cotton m transit Oho railuav goods vards and enclosures on which bales lio arc not all paved, with 
the icsult that dust and Binall ])icces of btone Imd their wav m cotton and Bometimcs cause fires in tho blow 
rooms Icannotsav (hat cottons bought from places other than Pombvv, and which arc iisunllj baled under 
(he mill siiperv ision, are aitificivlh damped, while some of tho lots that arc sometimes purchased from Bombav 
do show signs of utificial d imping 

50G7 (45) Effect on cotton market of replacement of short slaplo cotton by long staple — 
It IS contended in some quarters that shoit st iphd cotton pa\s tlic cultivator bitter tlian long stajiled 
cotton It IS also contended that in tho c'so of short slvpled, though tho price per mvund bo lf*s, tho 
leahralion for the vield per aero amounts to more than 111 the c ISO of long stajiled cotton This maj ho 
attributed to tw o oausos — 

(1) The stajiled cotton heing usually in hotter demand, some of the sliort stajiled cotton of good sliade 

IS vised hv eat ton moiohants foi mtamg purposes I’lii jinco therefon' paid for such cotton is 
highei than what it should lie lool mg to tho quililv of the cotton K no miving were to take 
jilaci, the stajikd cotton would fetch a liighci jirice and clem nifcrioi cotton i Inwir jirieo than 
what t ho V do at (lu jiicsent (imi 

(2) Taking tin. above fict into consideration, jicrliajis the jiild of inftrmr qnahlj of cotton gives 

nbeUci return than that of tho stapled cotton If short si vjilid cotton were rcjaUccd lij liing- 
st ijiled cotton, and (hero bo no mising of sujitnor and inferior qualities of cottons, the pr ces 
loah/ablo tor long stapled cotton will bo more than tlioj arc at present, which tlio consumcis 
and exporters will not grudgo pajing 

V — Gekebap 

6068 (46) Attitude of buyers to improved cottons — Tlio huj era have been prepared to paj higlio’^ 
prices for improved cotton Tho Govcnmiont arc doing something in the matter with good results m Surat 
district Colton from known growers of established rojiutation in Gujarat also realizes n premium over our 
rent market rates on their cottons But the quantity of such cotton is so small that consumers Iiavo not been 
able to give it a substantial support ns it deserves to get Tho consumer is not to ho hlainctl for his indiffcr 
ent attitude, for, after all what would ho tho gam to him if only one twentieth of his purohaso was onlj of 
a belter tv pe of cotton ? 

6069 Bemeches for mxrxrxq ami (lampxny collon — Tho mixing of Riipenor qnahtj of cotton w ith tho mfonor 
quality should be penalized , so also damping of collon I suggest two remedies (1) tho Rvilwaj Companj 
should not bool lapas excqit in cases of cotton nulls, who wish to have it for their own nso , (2) ginning and 
pressing factories should ho hocused and proper arrangements should bo irtado for fioquont inspection for 
detecting and punishing abuse (mixing and damping) 

J 


Mr Ambaijii, Sababiiai called and examined 

) 

5070 {Presxdtnl ) I am a mill agent m Ahmadabad Wo usually handle Kathiawar, Surat, Hubli and 
Latur cotton but sometimes we got Lvnllpur and Cambodia Erom Surat cotton, from Sjan and Kim we 
get 32s to 34s weft Foi waip we usually use Kathiawar and Hubli cotton) From Cambodia wo spui 24 b 
to 28s warp From Punjab American wo got 228 to 24s warp, if it is good, but a lot of mixing goes on tlicrc 
We buy it at Ljallpur, through our ovni agent This is tho first year we have purohnsed cotton at Ljnll 
pur It IS very unev en , some lots arc very' good and some aro \ erj had I vv onld not make any general state 
ment about it We got 22s to 24s out of it This is the first year wo hove been buy mg Punjab American 
direct We used to buy it m Bombay We sometimes buy lajms In that case our agent arranges to have 
It ginned and pressed Wo only see tho bales m Ahmadabad 

6071 I do not sec much of tho statistics issued by Government I do not rely on them I do not sub 

mit ginning and pressing returns ' 

6072 {Mr If Hflto ) I hav o some land in tins district and my cultivators grow cotton I liav e got about 
five hundred acres under cotton cultiv alion It is all leased out to cultiv ators I used to get half the crop 
till last y oar, but now tho tenants pay me a fixed rental The land I have is tnani land and I pay an 
assessment of about Rs COO per year for 7,000 acres Though I am a landowner, I have no exponcncc of 
the actual eondifions under which tho cultivators grow collon as I do not go out into the districts myself 

6073 In Ahmadabad, the cultiv ators do not send m their lapas to Jic sold , it is all brought in by dealers 
I do not buy' on forward contracts from cultivators, but sometimes do so from Surat jncrolinnts 'I do not 
buy on forward contracts m Ahmadabad, bull do BO sometimes in Kathiawar In Surat wo can depend on 
getting delivery as a inle but not so in Kathiaw ar In Kathiawar, if the rate goes up they do not giv o deli 
V eiy but only give tho differences If th“y' do give delivery , they only do so after a good deal of trouble and 
then they give bad quality, and make long delays Usually there is no fixed tune for deliveiy 
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^ They Imo plenty of money mkI so ire very mdificrcnt When bnj mg forward, we give them deposits If 
tho price goes down, w e got delivery and if the price goes up, w c are paid the difference It is a sort of coi cr 
against the sales of cloth We can not depend upon the cotton In &urat, there arc four charges OltnrviCida 
(charge for ohanty), brokerage, weighmentchaigcs and stormg charges Tho total amounts to Es 112 0 

6074 Both in the Surat districts and in the districts around Ahmadabad, if tho cultivator brings in 
cotton from his own fields, it is not mixed but if it is brought in by merchants or hanxas it is usually mixed 
Even if dealers buy ginned cotton, thoj mix it purposely I am in favoui of licensing of gmnerics to pic 
cent adulteration 

5075 Eailway companies should not book 7 apas except to a cotton mill to bo ginned and consumed 
in that mill Some mills hare their own gins on the premises and therefore they would lil o lapas brought 
in so that they can gin it themsohes A special exception should be made in tlicir facoiii Otlicmise all 
bookmg of 7 apa •> by rail should bo prohibited Some of the mills licio have ginning factories m other places 
_ such ns Hubli If they n anted any cotton from those districts, they should he aUoned to take it to Hubli, 
gin it and then send it to Ahmadabad They should be allow ccI to transport 7 apas for their own use but not 
for tho market 1 1 now that Broach cotton goes to Surat and so also docs cotton from Ujjain and Klinndeeh. 
In conscijuenoe, a lot of mixing goes on in Surat There will be less chance of mixing if transport by rail is 
prohibited They could transport cotton m carta but that would notbcinveiy largo quantities Some 
arrangement might be made for penalising such transport 

6076 Surat cotton is not as good as it was six or seven vears ago At one time I used to spin 32s warp 
from Na\ sari and for doublmg w e used to go as far as 40s Now we find it difficult to spm up to 28s There 
are some good tots from which we can spin 32s but they are rarer than they used to bo The reason why 
wo hnx e to go to places like Hubli and Coimbatore for long staple cotton is that wo cannot get the long staple 
cotton here that w e used to got Besides the Japanese buy in adx ance and in the season no cotton is availalle 
for us In Dhrangadhra, the Japanese bought 8,000 bales before the crop came into the market So w e 
have to go to places where the Japanese are not buy mg They are buying very freely in Viramgam and 
' Katluayvar I'oimc-Iy they only used to buy clean cotton from Surat now they do not mind oy cn Borbandu 
cotton which is very dirty 

5077 (JIfr Ilodql ) Theic are two classes of hniiiat One class buys tho seed cotton and the 
second class supplies seed iiid gi\cs adiances for libour and ofhci charges and there buys the Inpat at a 
fixed rate It is y cry difficult to give the ])erccntagc of the y aluo of the crop that t lie Tin Jim adx anees bcciiiso 
tho cultiy ator doi s not eonfinc himself to one hatixa If he wants to buy a biillocl lie goes to one bantu and 
if ho wants to buy seed be goes to mothei Tho money is adyanced bcfoic the cotton is sown If time 
18 a big rise m price in the inaikct, it is the hnntn yiho gets the adnntigc of it is lie fixes such a rate that 
ho nexer losses by It lumyxillige the tultii atois aic getting pooler and poorer oxory ycai I find 
so m otlici xillagcs also I am tall mg of Gujaiat especially the S mod district 

6078 Wo can get 24a waip and 34s weft from the Punjab American Tint is from the ordinary 
mixed market stuff I could not say what is thopeicentage of (7cs7ii m it Thelotsxary very much Ono 
lot of fifty bales is quite different from another lot of 100 bales If we Inx e 2,000 bales, wo go through all 
tho lots and mix them ourselves I have had no experience of spinning pure Punjab American Except 
m very rare oases, wo do not get pure cotton in India I once tried Sind Egyptian , I bought it at tho 
auctions of tho Agricultural Department I found it very good hut the staple was uneven 

6079 The loss of cotton m transit from Surat to tho mill in half pressed bales of fifteen maimds comes 
to about three to four lbs Tho loss in full pressed hales is less Busty hoops are not used to the same ex 
tent fot pnU a bales as far half pressed bales If superior and inferior qualities xvere not mixed, tbe trade 
xvould pay an adequate price for tho superiotiquality If wo xxoro assuicd of tho quality, yvo could pay tho 
proper price Wo pay a proper price for cotton from America as wo knoxv what xvo arc getting Wo should 
be prepared to pay a higlior price for pure cotton in India 

6080 (ilfr Roberts ) About 600 bales of Cambodia arc expected from Dliiangadhra tins year This 
IS tho first season it has been grown there and tiio cotton is expected in Apiil or May 

6081 I had a ginning factoiy at Knlol which is about an hour’s jouincy by the metre gauge railway 
from Alimedabnd wlucli I managed for txvo yens I found that the pure Kalol lapas xvas good but that 
they used to get Japas from_tliq> adjoining short staple districts, and sell it ns Kalol cotton If the cotton 
was pure, tlicro were only, 1,000 bales of it but, by mixing it became three or four thousand bales They' 
found that it paid them better to mix than to sell tho cotton pure, ns the purchaser did not know yvhether 
ho xvas buying tbo mixed stuff or tlio pure staff Tho middlemen do not suffer at all Jlixing upcountrj 
13 intentional as it pays the middleman to mix One haiiia gix cs advances to fifty cultivators He buys 
a particular quantity from each cultix ator That means that fifty cultiv ators gix c lum fifty different sorts 
of lapas he mixes them all up and takes them to tho ginnmg factory 


Mr. PARI JESHINGBHAI UJAMSHIBHAI, Commission agent, Ahmeflabad, 

Examined at Aidudabad, February 0th, 1918 
No wrtilcn slalement teas submitlal by (hte wilness 
[TranslaUm ) 

6082 (Ifr Wadta ) I am a cotton commission agent I xvas first doing busmess m Akola and Hubli, 
hut it IS long smeo I closed my busmess there At present I do business on commission m Wadhwan, Viramgam 
Surat and Ahmadabad only I buy on commission for Bombay and the Ahamadabad mills I buy for tlio 
Jehangir Vakil mills at Ahmadabad, and for another mill at Bhavnagar 1 buy mostly at Wadhwan and 
Viramgam for those miUs, hut I also buy cotton groxvn round about Ahmadabad, Saran, Morvi and Surat, 
I get one half per cent commission on my purchases The mills pay for the cotton xvlien they have the rail 
way receipts in their hands I buy most of my cotton from dealers not from cultivators I sometimes 
advance money to dealers xvho bring me in lapas I got the cotton ginned both at Wadhwan and Alimada 
bad Tho usual charge for ginning is about ten to txvelve annas per maund of ginned cotton A mannd is 
e^ual to 41 lbs When I buy for the mills, I only buy Imt but xvhen I buy on my own account, I bn^ 
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lopas to Bell again I deal in Imt myself m Wadhwan I somctimeB supply my own ginned cotton 
to the mills at the market price, and then I charge tho usual commission The price to day of Wadhwan 
cotton IS Es 31 per mailnd For lapas the pnee to day is Rs 10 The ginning per centage is 33 In 
Wadhwan there is only one quality of cotton grown which is called iiagad and so there is no mixmg done 
The seed is sold at Es 1 10 per maund The sale of cotton seeds nearly pays for all tho expenses 
incurred, from huj mg lapas to making it mto ginned cotton 

5083 {President ) In the Wadliwan and Mom State, it is the rule that the cultivators can not grow 
any other cotton than uagad So the cotton is absolutely pure Round Ahmadahad cotton is groivn mixed 
Two varieties are grown, laho and uagad Tho eultivators bring them separately for sale As tho laho 
cotton IS mostlj in demand here, the uagad cotton fetches a loner price so tho cultnators take their uagad 
lapas to Sanand and Viramgam The price of the uagad lapas nhioh is taken to Sanand and Viramgam 
from the Dhnskroi taliika and from round Ahmadahad is the same ns tho price at 'Wadhn an 


Mr MANICKSHAW DINSHAWJEE, Sub-Agent, Messrs Ralh Brothers, Broach and Surat. 

EsjUuned at Broach, FEBRUAR'i llTir, 1918 
TFriHcn statement - 
I — Aoeioulturai, experience 
(h) “ DcsJit ” long staple cotton 

5084 (10) Experience —I hare been stationed in Surat D’strict for the Inst 34 years I am not m 
notual touch inth tho cotton cult i\ atom 

6085 (11) Varieties — The long stapled cotton called Siirlec is generally grown m this distiict The 
tracts surrounding Naisaii produce the best cotton, iihile those iroiiiid Kim f-njan iiifeiior stjlcs 

5086 (14) Rotations and manures — No manuics are used, hut it is custoniarj to sow, alternately, 

)uar y 

5087 (15) Conditions afieoting increase m area — Although labour supply is day by dnj getting 
scarce, and in spite of tho necessity of observing rotations the ciiltii ation iindci cotton is increasing eveiy 
year, at the expense of food crops, the reason being, among manj otlicis the cultivators realizing better 
prices for their lapas than food stuffs 

6088 (18) Uses of seed and seed seleetion — ^Tho seed is generally used locallj ns fodder and a 
part of the supply iii extracting oil , and what it is exported to other distncts is also used ns fodder A good 
deal was also exported to Europe before the war Hand ginned seeds are gencrallj preferred bj cultivators 
for sou mg purposes, but as these are not available non a dajs, the machine ginned seeds are used 

II — Cooimerciai. aspect 

6089 (30) Local trade (fastoms — Cotton is brought m tho market for sale as under — 

I Kapas (cotton uith seed as picked from the fields) 

II Cotton machine ginned in factories outside tho district 

III The lapas is brought to tho factories for sale by tho cultivators direct, and by petty traders 

brokers, u ho buy tho cultuators’ lapas in their villages , some of the cultivators sell their lapas, 
before it is ripe in the fields, to the traders who make them advances against such sales 

6090 (31) Standardization bf comnTcrcial names — ^The commmercinl names of the grades afo choice,” 
“ superfine,” ‘‘ strict fine ” and “ fine ” All these grades come from one and the same area, but at 
different times of the season and climatic conditions , 

III — Statistioal 

5091 (33) Improvement of cotton forecast — The forecast figures at present are nearly correct so 
far as the area sown is concerned, but the forecasts of outturn, in quantity, at times differ from the actual 
production 

5092 (34) Improvement of other statistical information — No returns are pubhshed either by gm 
owners or press owners , however, I would suggest that all these figures should be taken and pubhshed by 
tho Department of Statistics, and I would recommend, in this connection, also that a system of hoensmg of 
ginnmg and pressing factories should be instituted, ns I think that, if this is done, correct figures could be 
easily obtamed 

(2) I would also point out that the cotton crop forecast might be ameliorated by drawmg the estimate 
to a greater extent than is the case at present from non official agencies, such as local merchants, mills, gms, 
presses, etc , and too much rehance should not be placed on the official reportmg agency, which is at present 
a revenue agency rather than an agricultural reporting agency 

5093 (35) Puhhcation of Liverpool and Bombay prices — ^I do not consider this necessary as these prices 
are already known through Bombay agents of up country merchants 

W — ^MANUrACTURE 

5094 (36) Type and number of gms and presses — ^Tho gins in our district are dingle rollers The 
pro s IS Nasmyth Wilson 

6095 (41) Condition of cotton — Generally the condition of raw cotton, arriving in the market, is 
latisfactorv, although in some cases adulteration, such as damping, etc , is resorted to 

V — Generai. 

5035 (46) Attitude of buyers to improved cottons — ^The cultivators get better prices for improx ed npd 
carefully picked cotton, * 
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Jlr ILankksiiaw DiNbiiAWJi I culled niid pxnniincd 

5097 (IVf'iduK ) I ura Mr^nr'' E dli’engeiil ond liaxoliccn for o\ir jc irs in the iSurnt. district llicrc 
liM Ihxu n marl cd diterioratioii iii the loiol < ottoiis during, the time that I liu\o been here 'tins is partitu 
Hrh the nM" Mitli IsaXtiri cotton vhich is the best of the loc d cottoiib 'Iho btajde is j,ttting shorter 1 
do not think there 1 1 mi\ adiiuxtnro going on with inferior grades It i« pcrlmps duo to tho fact that there 
19 no rotation of crops or lhnt_no attention is paid to seed selection Bioach is nl=o deteriorating Iho 
rcesan of dctcriornllon in this ca'e is that the gin ownera and others are briiigiiig in inferior /apas from other 
di-^tncts and the cccd is getting niixt'd 1 liax c got no cspcncnce of ginning nijsclf 

509S The fgurc'' in the cotton forecast arc almja inaccurate They are Eomctiiucs loo high and some 
times too Ion fcomctimo in order to facilitate speculation, some people bjircad reports that tho figures arc 
too high or too low aeco-diiig to circuiust iiiccs I would recommend that Gotcmnient department should 
gel more in touch ith the trade as 1 think the forecast aeould therebj bo improecd The returns from gins 
and pro sc* are \cr\ incomplete, and their siibnn«£ion should bo made compuEorj bj the licensing of tho 
facto-icr. At pre ‘■cut thej are' of no U'se to uj at all o hate a large agenev for making forecasts oursch cs 
In matij in'’‘ance'i our forexa'-ta are more occur itc than Goaernnicnt ones and a great dcvl of our success 
d^jiciida on that A great eltal of time la deaoted to them bj our n<‘'!iBtniitB 

50'!^' ( Ifr I! ttJm 1 In iin opinion, Lroacli cotton ba- gone down in jirieoand in quaht 3 The dctcriorn 
tion m the iiuahta of the cotton maa bo oltribiitcd, m the lirst place to the fact that cultianlors usually sow 
cnttoti after cotton clcra \< ar, in the second jilact, to the fact that thej bring in inferior cotton from other 
d|a*nttf 1 ha\i ncaer luard of KJmiide*h or italho cotton heing brought here 'Ihc gin owmers prefer 
the stale of cotton which thta can c i>-il\ miv with I’roaeh /oho cotton avill mix easilj aaith Broach Gog 
/an cotton is nkn inixcxl aiith Bro V'-h difhi and '^iirat dc ht 1 do not 1 iioaa aihtre gogliari conics from parti 
cukarla but rilarnal know it in not a foreign cotton loriiinna years ju‘-t tho cultiaators baa o bcjcn using 
tl 0 seed and r > it has Isxonie mixed acith Broach Ihis mixture of goghiin aaitli dcs/ii li is tended to spoil 
the eroji. 1 c in biia pure cotton in ''urat, and that is the only cotton I buy If any mixed cotton is 
ofcTcd to 1 e, 1 repel It We bua under condition Of conn o tacry thing depends upon tho selector If 
he is not eijic'icnccd, lew apt to be dtceiacd Wo buy Ioq<c cotton 1 cannot tell whether Imt is mixed 
liac or ten per ccjl B it 1 ca i tell ail e'hcr cotton is pure from tho staple 1 reject the cotton if tho staple 
is iiixtal 

61 W 1 gel in colte i ginned and pri’-'M in the Mahomceipura cotton ginning factory in Surat W’o 
haao got a aiptl It g arr ie,r Kill aiilh the 11 there and p-y a lixcd price 'Jheyhaaonow joined tho pool 
He clia'ge for p*-cs ir,. is now Its C per hilc Before the ai ir, 1 1 , three or four years ago, the charge aras 
from II* S S to 2 IJ llii ar a' tlurc Is a combmaMon and fo th( rates haae pone up W’licn Ihcre is no 
eotab'nat'o i, the oaniric (d tlo diflc'ent pr« rs compete inuing thenifel'es and that 1 eeps the rate low 
LaVur i» aery dex' now a^il the prices ed store t -ueh as oil and fuel haae al o gone up lhat is one rcacon 
fort'll intreAod charges but tin chut rei on is the i>eMil If there aicrc no jiool, the pretsmg rate auwld 
probabla l^e alsiJt l*s T S jier hale I hr eh ir>,i s aiould then be lixeil according to the competition to secure 
tho p'c in,. 'Jlicre an > i iiiiiv pa'K as aiell ns jire •'in„ jtoob Of course in fueli ea es the eultiaators 
arc I iscrs e I'-s isll\ vl eil a giiiniii,, roiubiiiatie ii t > made 1 think that jiools oiigbl to be stopped 

4*101 Jilt inixi i,. < f fliort and b n, rtajile ceittou i' carncxl on in the ginneries to somoextent 'lino 
is what h tjijxns N ai an cot'on fetchc a aery hi,h jirue tiwing to its Ion,, stajih the cotton of feytiii aiul 
Iain felchci a loaier jitue JliceIi>taTir< iKtiaeeUtlu e jil lec n not aery fital and to thegiimers are induced 
to Ima i’lp'ic f-om haaii and Jaitii to mix aiilh 'Saatari if this is allow eel to conlimie, Naasari cotton aull 
certainly jo < il« iln'iu too Tlie foil is acre rich in jsi't years the' rpiahta aias far mjierior to other cottons 
in brightness, nil i ir i and in eaera way Now it has j one down te' roiiit extent In proa ions years, there 
aias no cotton culiiaatio i in I'lhno rn ' Ihiriiv the In t four or liae years new landu hnao been ogicne'd uji 
and coitem hca been rilltnatcel there but ailieii tliene are heaaa rams the ground m sueh that tlio crop is ajit 
to lie wa-'ieiel naeaa W 1 cn tlu 'e 1 1 not much ram, there is a good eroji there and ns tho soil is airgm boll, 
it IS gifodris regerd” ‘lualiti Ahjjcs is i ot imisirlod info Naas in ba rail but the eultiaators bring in their 
carta in order to get higl er p'lees by pa* mg' oil 'hecottoii n“ Naaiari /n/sis 'i hey do not import any lajxts 
ba rail 

510/ ( 1/r ‘on ) If (he lajia’ is p eked aiith rare and is h-ighl and is free from damp, (he culti 

antorspcl Ixttc'' iiriccs Is<-au(c the pminr- all make cert on allow niicc* lor drying Tho cream ol tho cotton 
crop is the firrl jnekmg though (he lirr' j n 1 mgs are not poenl aihcii the a contain prenmturo growths 'ihcrc 
aro three pickings The hr*! and recniid jnel lug's me (ho best 'Jlic best lime to pick cotton is after b a xi. 
aehcnnoilew ftm! i to the cotton If eottou is jiick's! auth tlm di i. on it, the Ic if sticka to it 
5103 1 h lae no cxjurirncn of raai gm* tlur gmi are nil niiigle roller gins 

r»lU) (3/r Il'Airr'’ ) j\h <in' goes i-uiilli from Ahmndab id, the rollon iinjiroaes Naasari cotton is far 
I'cttcr than burat eotloii ii< la’-rii-'I be roid from north to toiilli all along tho tract and this (endn 

to eh tenor ite the 1« M< r eoili n If the ( *iU<a l«r aiirii to giae <>rdi rs to the MamI ildnru (hat lojios should 
not Ih: cirriesl from iirii> di.tncl to ni ollur, tlieit the prvelice aaould slop 


Mr. GBIiABBUAl BHAGWANJI DESAI, Manager, Sisodra Gmnmg Factory, Amalsatl, Bombay. 

Lxauined \t .Sui’AT, IgmiiAiii ISiii, 1918 
lintfci' etatnaail 
1 — AonictLxerAL Exiemesce 
(b) “ Dahl ” folly eJapfc cotton 

6103 (10) Experience —I am a resident of a district ni which A’ai'nn fine and Siiral fine cottons aro 
frroaeii I haae lu'cii in actual touch auth cotton eultiaators of tho o vid districts as avail myself bemg a culti 
rator and more of a merchant dealing in Ihebo kinds of iitaplo cotton I am alto a partner of n gmmng fac- 
tora, known a» the “ bwodra Ginning raelory," situated at Sisodra m sub district Jalalpur. 
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5100 (11) Vnrlctici — I mil fiiMiiI irwilli d. h l-.ii, M .dlni lii'mn h tli< jAhi >iri f* ' cod.m 
trowji in llio di'ilriilK burroinultn! vliiI- lli« Aini( /rr (oltnu jr.mi, n, l!.- tiilMlitti.l- 

surronmlm^: burnt Mich 01j>«l Smui, Km Itml.Oi ( It , mi>i kI • nt ih* t>li < Mtir.tuUii ot! f idt 
Iho'J’iiiiti Viilli\ Ihuli i\ b(t«tui tilt btiitii)iin>f burnt J.inhluMuli fur tul turn 

5107 (12) Size of hoIdiui,s — Ihe tmrnj't mzii t*f tin linl Itm r In t lut h fuMmi if (hihji is 


npnroMiimftK ci^hl nrrt" iiliil flu tiroiKirtuiii of tin lioMiiij. tiiuhr tiUum M nt u) 
510b (IS) Yields nnil profits null comrtriflvcrclum- 'Jim i Mt, I >m tufi.r 
(n) In Kn\-rri Dflritl, it i> ol out l‘'U 11 to 200 11 1 ' jtr -'ri 
{h) In llirtloli Di'lrict, it i>i nlniut 2<Hi Ih to 210 il-' j»r ru < 

(r) In Siirnt diMrul mil t‘uirmitulii!p phtti i* i” i.tf it I'-o Ih 


lu !i of tl 1 t< in' o'-Mi 
■ ertc I li i"i utiihr 


(2) 'Ihc ntirtipC prolil pir i 'i in nil tlir hIm t ‘ ul I’l '>'• i' 

tlnu \t iti ot 1 " 1 ’ 


ih niip til j< III d 

I'-ntK 15 ti>J!« 


f 1*11 \t uti It'iiri t' < 
20 j tt I di tnint to 


j h' t f ti I ft n 1 1 
v'oj ' It 1- r urt I } 


nnr, nhout P« It) per ort mill ilunii^ tl t 
the liipli price 1 of toltcii 

( )) Coinpiimp till! ih '/i h'ln itiijilni toltoii n illi llu i' ) i il > rt ft hil c *1< i tin 
18 honicnlml mou tlum tin hMir hut tin Mrhl ir Ir , .uul ct iii| » tel ith I'l'r I’l /, 
nctoriliiit to tilt prut of \ irnii « 1 null or cn | ni il iinuii mi 

(1) \h for till fcotiL colloiiii 1 t 111 i\ from iii\ j i tM •! t I X] * rti Kthr'en i f tin i \i tu r.it'i j i 
‘•otMi 111 lilt nfori ml ili‘tnil« nil pliiii n tluiliiu 'i lu iii f u l > I i tn 1 *1 to tl e j^rvx tli < f *> h 

cottons iix \iiHricm mill 1 ,tpli>iii 'I in iiifi-i me !» lUuili froi t iii\ [ t r iiilitj<ru n n 1 1 lin H( r ti o ttii'i 

1 huMul boiiii mils of 1 > \ |Ui 111 I olti’ii 111 tin toil! omi i 111 o' -h llu j'! n'f „rt > tut iiKli i> i' 1 o «■ (to 'n 
til jp'tiit iiiinihcr till \ liitl not opt n i o \u II r ' tin if '7i , tin 'in ] bn* ivi'ijtttrtultilliixtf-iii vttl 
tlii 3 lion ns iimiij friii'su, htfon hit tin ii| 1 1 iiu oftli fiuiv ( ii! il i r 1 fin, ti 1 < suit to tit 
coiitlusion tlint till ilitiittr ills s no* niiii to It n'tnilt* to r,, » ij n t u*i u* , i jnwilt I! n 1 nm of 

oiiiiiioii thnt if I xjitrinii nlii nri iii ih on timlt ttuts h\ n, ru tilliir il I'jtrts tiiiilir »<i['*n !< j if tie 

Lot il Giittniiiuiit till tiifti's tun he (out il out, i ii 1 utti ' ii \ b nrritctlr* l—'i < l! e fi,ri ti» o' 
this port of flit di'triit lire for Ihi ino-* I'lrt not nd\nin<-d 1 1 mi ul'uril “tittiti i d do tm* f'e l« t xhe 
ngriciilturnl iniumtioiis 

5109 (14) Rofnfions niid ninntires — In tl t j irl oi tl e dii'n ' 
third jetr nii'i ; nr proiiiuliiuts fir niul i niimtii «*t u n! ns ti ' 
pltint itioiis of priniiidiiut 1 nnd 't Miiui i tn the ‘'•rtn;. rlri tul ti 
thereof Tiiixctl with the roil iltcni.iis' I mill > \< t! i j urj i o' li 
oblnineil tliereht i« 'oniit'hnt hr^ i hut tlu I'hn* • ■ n of j > r 
ti'cd ns dml\ food t ittl'Mlimp uul t.ont dun„ l ' }i oer ilK ii 


t! e lolti II IS , el I* 
•|‘ 1 hi t I e'ics t ( 


ill 

} 

I »'i> 'i tl s i ,1 r‘ he n t i nil I tii 

111(1 i.d I ! '1 til isi-Mri }Ti 1 1 
pll I n I 'rffrl ri to 'll tl < t( rrui 1 

id n« It U uri I in till } (I't t f tl e di 
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but till furniir c imiot hi hud in utiii niit ()U't titi < n i nutil of tlu i s'’li' b it , in \i i Hi >11 iu.ti I-'- ' 
the fnriiitrs niipli nniiun to Ji n bud oiili in «ht 'i | uldi i niiriUi oi n nt <1 tl ri n bt d n'b 
tlio imps (iiri \nr— lirt (v ilili und tl i n rni t ' n li ns riti i ! iiilji lu’silii ) i.li'i ilubtli 
piriipiit 1 mils iiliitlii'U id tor cotton uid i thi r rto)' lu ' i oiil ii iropiiiri \t u 1 ii* t u f'tt tfe uh't 
fin nftord to ni iin lunicuiit i(tinntil\ of ni .utiri inn np| K i' I' / i ^ ' !o 

(2) llin tti loiitu Moll ii till tlu ipn lion of ii. uturi , 1 iii o. i j'lnion il it lb f .rtiuru of t’u ('oiiin 
of C'U] irnt do not po i s siiflitii tit m ri i of bud to hid fun i iinil i r of i stlh lu d i ttl oti’ I tpituubrof 
enith , iitmturt II not Miflii until iitlunsl udihiri on im f iriiiiT t- hh totn 'lun inri itirsni!'“j'>s<' 
of 1 uul he luiii flint, null tilts 1 ,^i in mill dm to tin ri i "it t' I tl.i <oi,riUmi' bsiht'i id t! i n i u 
of thi Ihiirnhtt (mi“tt) 1 uul in nio * of the idlupts iihi h im rt forimrli nn ti id ft r /r i u^ lit M*! >gt cstt i 

5110 (15) Conditions nllcctlnr Increase In ntea — in ronm \ion vtih this ijm ’I't 1 nn i ii 
from LVptrtinti th it the inimiif. m i on 1 1 n ii ri ofti n loninnm i i btir tli ui in tl i dnlru tu uln i iVsri 
short fct ijikil tot ton is jirudui til Ins; tii'-i tin ih ‘/u loim st,ij,h ,) ivtton tnptin < !i nn r t n t to fruit lu d l!,» le 
fore the ginnitig ri non in tins ihstriel ts r ithir ul orttr nnd fs lu! 1 1 td to 1 iiii t 'ti'e i Iftrt i n intii ' t oi mii 
uiiikr lottoii tulliiatioii 

(2) Food crops iro ibo ns tsstnlnl ns tottoii nnd f n “ is nl o nn tnijinrtunt f u tor to fntintr < tin ri fp t 
oiirj f inner 18 giiunlli ohh„i d to ulilin lus bud for nil ditftriiil 1 uub of crops lint imi he neet 'n 
for hmi, nnd therefore the nil rtiiM' of in i uinUr cotton mm hi nnturull^ nstriittdto i itrtnin t'lent 

(t) Irrig ition ib not IK tts iri in this di“trn I for totton trojis hut bl inir stijipK isitri difluiilt to obt uii 
for nil ngricuIUirnl purjiO“ts nnd therifon iiunt of suflicu*it Ini our * upplj 1ms ome iffci t on the inert i i 
of iiron undei'cbUon eultiintion 

5111 (17) Prevention of inisiiiK of dillcrcnt vnricllcs — Ali\in„ of ik /t Ioiig“tipkd cotton iiilli 
the ifcu/ii lihort stnpltd tollon is not iirulisid in ihn disirii t nor isith tlu t\otii loUoii Alotluni' 
not till k mt possihihlj of iiiiMiii, of Midi lotloni m tlu lutd lu lul! is in the fiulorus Imiiust the null inl 

adopted foi ueh etion of coUon in tins pioi 11110 Is II ri s,\tio uul luniitet'ui is f, r ii" pi" ihh 


5112 (18) Uses of bccd nnd seed selection — f-oUtui “iiib m (Ins didrul nn ; imnlli m-ul is eitih 
food,tli(\ iiin\ iiki) In used for iii iiiiif leluriiig (lottoii) m id oil hut thi Use for tin foiiiiil |s grt iti r tbui 
for the litter Huso totton Mids iiiro ixportid to J ii,.lniid nnd ollur 1 iitopi in tsiiintiut) h\ 1 uroj nil 
Iirinb befort ii 11 hiol e out in J iirojii hilt noil, on iieeoviiit of the bt iri ill of friighl, tin i\]u>U liib Imi 
putn stop to to IV ttrtuii ivteiit 

(2) Seed belcetum is oiio of the most importmil piimtri in produtnig good sinjili lotton tiiriii licit hut 
lory little nttiiition Pitiiis to lime hetu imd he tlu fernieih in tins direttion 'Jhe gtiitrul jimtuiof 
obUiiiung seeds foi soeiiiig in this ]mrl of the eoimtr^ is to pimliiM iu(h> for soeiiiig fiom tin hiaj s steiiid 
up in the pinning fiictories or from tlu nuichnntB uho mm lime nln idi bought fiom tin giimmg f iilotub, 
nnd, therefore, the f-eedn for toning nrc not tonstdered ns pure nn thei ought to bt, nnd hence the stite of 
cotton cannot ho micccssfulli impioitd , iilitreforo some preenutuni" mo riijuired to ht tnhen for uketion 
of seeds Seeds talenoutbj h ind gins ntoeonsidtied best for soiling but that prnctirc is non obsokte iiuc 
the introduction of tlio ginning fietories , morcoicr, Imnd ginning is not itn rconoinu process, nnd so the old 
system of hand gin hns non quite disappeared Uul it is nn estahhslied fact tli it seed sekition is iibsolntth 
necessary mclen part of the country to miproio tho comhUon of eotton, nnd 1 bchoictlmt tlicpn^enl C.oi' 
ernment Agnoulturnl Dci>arlnicnt lins iniidc eapcriniciits to product iinpioiul totton he soning sekilcd 
seeds m eanous parts of this district, mid ako pie'cntcd the result of imeh ixpcriincnts to tin fiumtis of 
every quarter, holding pcrioditnl ngucuUiiral c\lnhition«, but most of tho farnuis of Gujarat ire lUilt rate 
nnd Fcciu to bo oartloss loo to follon such unproitd methods, thirefoic, 1 am of ojuniou tint sutl dejAts 
should he opened by Goiciuiiunt under the sliiot suptriisiou of the Agricultural Departnunl to store up 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


193 


Bomlay ] 


Sir GuLADBnAi Bhaowanji Desai 


[Conhnved 


best kind of cotton seeds and tho fanners of the surronndmg places Bhould be foiccd to pnrebaac seeds for 
sowing from such dep6ts, because bj the picsent practice of seed selection the state of cotton is not c\pccted 
to improa c, but on the contrara , it IS feared tint in the long run the des/n long stapled cotton avill be 
degeneiated ' 

II — CostMrnciAi. Asrrer 

'ill'l (30) Local trade customs — In point of maikcting cotton, there is no logular market in this 
proa nice where biiaers and sellers assemble togetlici, nor there is anj lognlar association of cotton 
nierohants, but tho general practice proa dent at present lieio is that the agents of buying houses of 
different parts come and reside in Rinat ncai the lailavaj station avliere gin owneis fiom different quaiters 
daily coino to Surat and meet together in m open aiciin near the i nlwaj station and make aerbal bargains 
There are no WTittcii contracts made bctajcen the parties Id c Bombaj and othoi markets, nor there is any 
formation of regular business, and w ithoiit w Inch great disputes arise sometimes betw cen the particr, w liieli 
13 a matter of regret foi such an important centre of deihi long stapled cotton 111 e Surat 

(2) No ntoiiej is adaniioed for cotton purthascs, but pajmrnts aie made imniediatclj after the deln era 
13 gi\ cn , future pun h ises are gencralU practised, but the} are all \ ctbal bargains and such bargains are made 
through tho brokers 

(1) Tlieic IS not a fixed date in tho Surat marl et lil e Boinbaa' and other places for the settlement of 
forward contracts, but deln era is m''dc in convenient lots and on cona enieiit dates suited to the parties ion 
cerned, and the amount of Es 2 2 0 (rupees two and annas tw o onl} ) assigned for the cost of brokerage, cliirgo 
of tohl, maikct etc , is geiierallj borne by the seller No other 1 iiid of discount is giaen 

5114 (31) Standardization of commercial names — The commercial names of cotton coming from 
different localities arc generally 1 nown ba tho naniea of principal toaan or lain} a from avliich cotton comes, 
and these names aro suitable to distinguish one from the other and no alteration is desired 

5115 (33) Buying agencies — ttith rej;ard to bimng agencies, I am of opinion that, in absence of 
regular marl ets, it is difTicult to establish regular agencies and in order to f icilitate the buying homes tho 
Committee is requested to r, commend tho Government to form a regular market and a committee maa 
bo appointed to regulvte tho work and some Bpcoial rules ind regulations are required to be made for 
such constitution 

III — Statisitcal 

5110 (33 and ,34) Improvement of statistical information — The present statistical information 
piibliRlicd b> the Goaernment, with regard to cotton maa' not bo considered so acoiirate as it is believed, 
booauRo thc'o figures arc gathered fiom tho cotton pres*- icturns, but tho half pressed bales which are pressed 
in tho local giiming factories and w hioh tho agents of the mills send direct to the mill premises w ithout haa mg 
full pressed are not taken into ooiisidcration and so tlioa pass awaj unrecorded, and therefore, if all tho biia mg 
ngonoies of this district may bo dircotod to supply all such figures accuratolj , I beboa o the statistical 
information may bo pubhshod more acoiiratola 

6117 (35) Publication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — With regard to the daily publication of 
Lia erpool and Bombay cotton prices in this market, I am of opinion that it is urgently neccssai y for the cotton 
dealing pubbo, and such daily publication, if arranged, will prove very important to tho cotton dealers, 
because, for want of such publication, tho dealers vera often fall n prey to sudden llnctuations of the market , 
otherwise they haa c no other sources of information, bocauso most of the merchants seem to be unab’e to 
bear the charges of daily messages of foreign markets and tlieicforc tho Committee is requested to weigh tho 
importance of such daily publication 

IV — ^Manutacture 
( o) Oinniiig and pressing 

,5118 (30) Type and number of gins and presses — I have got Platt Brothers’ single roller gins in mv 
factory and they arc 28 in number 

5119 (37) Size of bale — ^Tlio size of the bale (lachclia pressed) is four feet m length, three feet breadth 

and five feet iiv height v 

5120 (40) Factory labour — The factory labour is now a day s a cry difiiciilt to obtain, as tho labour 
ing class goes in large number to seek labour m foreign countries, such ns various ports of Africa and in the 
interior part also, where they find employ ment in constructing now railways and such other manual labour 
in bridges, etc Moreover, those who wcio formerly real farmeis baa o assumed a new mode of life and 
they were replaced by tho labourer®, and among all these the Factory Act has added fuel to the fire to a 
certain extent 

5121 (41) Condition of cotton — Tho condition in which raw cotton icachcs tlio factory in this district 
does not appear to mo m any way objectionable 

V — Genfrai- 

5122 (46) Attitude of buyers to improved cotton —So far as my experience goes no attempt is 
said to have been made to offer any premium to encourage tho growth of improved cotton from the buaers 
in the past 

5123 (49) Effect of tenure of land — do not consider -the tenure, on which land is held, anyway 
affects the extension of cotton cultivation 

5124 Publication of American cotton reports — ^In conclusion, I beg to request tho Committee to make 
arrangements to publish in this part of the district the cotton cultivation reports aihicli aro published by tho 
Agnoiiltural Bureaus of the United States of America in their wccklv or monthly periodicals, so that many 
of tho farmers hereof who are educated may take ada antage of tho diffei ent methods adopted ba those farmers of 
the West who are fai ada anced in the science of ngriculluic and especially of cotton ciiltia ation 


JIi GuLABniTAi BnAaavAi.Ji Desai -called and examined 

5125 (President) I am tho manager of the Risodia Ginning Factory, Amahad We gm cotton fcr 
ourselves We buy tho lajai, gm it for ourselves and sell the lint to merobants Sometimes we gin cr 
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5138 If tho reports of the American and EgjTitian Agricultural Departments -ncro puhhslied m this 
coimtrr, tho culti\ ators Avould knou u hat is being done m othei parts of tho world to obtam tho best kmd of 
cotton by impro\ mg the state of land, by manuimg it and by impiov cments m othoi ua-ys, a l.m/l of know 
ledge which it is difficult to obtam m this coimtrj 

5130 Xhc present system of sellmg is that tho brokcis from the gm oivners go to the cultivators at their 
houses and buj thorr cotton If markets wore established, the cultivators would bar e to '6hange their pre 
sent system and, instead of sellmg cotton m tho aillagts, would hove to bung it m here That would facih 
tote tho sole of layas In tho present circumstanccb, wc have to loitei about from house to house The 
Giiltii ators cannot make up their minds as to the rate they want for then f ajHts and give us trouble m many 
ways I am therefore strongly of opinion that a central market would be of great adr antage to tho merchants 
in geroral 

6140 I should like to draw tho attention of the committee to one special point which is that cultivators' 
hero have great difficultj in obtainuig manure because there is <;ufficient land on winch to graze their cattle 
All the ITiaraha (waste) lands haio been sold Formerly it mis the custom to use tlic^o Vtaraba lands for 
grazmg cattle and so the farmers at that time used to rcai a gieat number of cattle Now the number of 
cattle 18 dccrcasmg and unless tho soil is manured, the outturn of cotton will bo limited If land were given 
for grazmg, an mcrcascd number of cattle could be icarcd and there would bo i more plentiful supply of manure 


Mr TRIBHOVANDAS PRANJIVANDAS ROOWALA, Agent, Messis Rarandas Raiaram & Co. 
and the Surat City Press Co, Ltd, Surat 

ESA5tD,rD AT StJRVT, FBDnuui\ llrit, 1918 
II nllcii statement 
U — CoAtMERciAi. Asrncr 

5141 (30) Local trade customs — ^Ihc custom m Suirat Distiict is that tho farmers generally sell then 
lapas to local merchants, who are' in most cases gin owners lht:.o g n ownois employ brokers to buy kapas 
from tho farmers and they are iiald a small brol or igc by tho gm 01 ners This syAom, generally speaking is 
advantageous to the farmers because thoy have not to depend upon one or tw o buy ors, but they got the highest 
prices possible at tlio time of selling These gm owners sell tlicir hut cither forward or ready Their solhng 
depends upon tho opimon thoy hold about fluctuations in tho market 

(2) The Surat District cotton crop is mostly bought by Alimadabad and Bombay mills and to a small 
Client by exporters, cliicfly Japanese Thoy buy forward or ready as suits them, and the principal market 
for aboi o cotton transactions is Surat proper The fluctuations in this cotton are guided by' quotations from 
Bombay markets, csptoially of Good Bioacli 

(3) The system prevailing for approval of cotton is that the buyers go to giiinmg factories for seleotion 
, and thoy ha\ o to select according to tho quality of the crop ns produced during each season If tho quality 

tendered is lower than tho aaorago quality of tho year, tho !)u\cr lojcots and has a right to ask foi a fresh 
tender Tho seller m this case is bound to giao a now tender or, m default, ho has to pay tho prioo of the 
day of settlement of contiacl Tho buyers select each balo (hall pressed or tlirco fourths piessed) sepaiatcly 
and tho system prevailing has proved to bo aery good for tho trade 

(4) Tlio Advance system -^a) Advances against standing crop is as follows are called jalap larmers 
sell lapas at a fixed rate and got as an advance Uvonty to fifty' pci cent of tho sellmg price, and the balance 
ffi^aid when they giro delivery of tho kapas m gmmng factories (b} Farmers got money fiom sahtikars on 
tho crop (estimating outturn from fields) and rrhen the crop is ready flicso farmers sell tlio oiop, and tho money 
BO rccoA cred is paid to tho sahukars 

(6) Cotton oultia ators m tho Surat District aro very intelligent and w ell mformed for their class Thoy 
sell jalap kapas too on a parity with rates of cotton ruhng m Smat and, m my opimon, they got fair rates 
for thou: jalap sales too Tho jalap system m tho Surat District is not m any way disadvantageous to tho 
farmers, but when the crop fails or tho quality becomes bad oaring to unforeseen oirounistancos, then only 
buyers of lapas bar o to suffer In this case buyers bar o to defer repayment of thou adrauoo and for quality 
thoy ha\o to take the lapas as it is 

(C) I find that m my experience of tho last fifteen years ryots Iiaro had to soil then lapas eroiy yoai 
nt the time of what is Imown as last, i c , pay'mg Goaemment dues Thoy are not able to hold their produce 
then o\ en if tho parity of rates pre\ ailing bo not very paying to them 

(7) Co operatno Credit Societies m Surat Dislnot have not yet oommenood work of advancing to oulti 
\ ators against tbcu produce oven at the time of Go\ eminent dues It w ould, therefore, bo a cry helpful to 
cultrr ators, if Goremment staite Agricultural Banks to finance tho cultivators’ crops 

5142 (31) Standardization o£ commercial names — In the Surat market, cotton is sold aooordmg to 
aanous, Milages where there aro gins No clnngcs iro required m ginc, but unfortim itely gin Oivnors (m 
tiaets growmg botfoi cotton) bring lapas of lower quahty by rails or carts, rvluch requires to bo discouraged 
by trade 


ni — Statistical , 

6113 (33) Improvement o£ cotton £orecast — ^Tho cotton foreoast is not read nor Imown m the 
dislnolf. , to interest local merchants and cultivators in this, it is necessary that copies of tho forecasts for 
each dibtiict be published in vernaculars and bo distributed broadcast amongst farmers and merchants and 
gm and press owners If this is done, the merchants and tho farmers w ill begm to bo mtoresled m this forecast 
and they w ould ciiticiso the same —id tho follow mg y ear thoy w ould make suggestions also, if approached by 
tho Agricultural Department, before they send m their returns Unless the farmers and merchants m the 
districts aro thus mtorested m this forecast, tho value of this forecast will not bo fully reabsed by the trade 
5144 (34) Improvement _o£ other statistical informatioD — ^The cotton press returns as at present 
pubhshed arc incomplete Very few press ow ners send their returns punctually and some sort of a bght clieok 
or compulsion on them to do this is necessary 
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6145 (35) Pulilication o£ Liverpool and Bomliay prices — ^Tho do ly p/iblioitions o£ Liverpool 
quotations m Sm it District would bo to tlio advxntago oLcvery one heio because the Surat District crop m 
the only cotton closest to the American cotton Of course, such quotations aro necessary only for guidance 
of the course of maiket and care should be taken in reflecting in the Liv crpool quotation 01113 the noinial course 
of tliat market and not unnatural or tcmporar 3 squccAes or depressions 

(2) Regarding Bomba} market quotations, “ Good Bioaoh” quotation would bo desirable for &urat 
market as — ^ 

(1) There is no regular quotation for Surat cotton 

(2) The Broach deliver}' is for April when tho Surat 01 op is marketed 

(3) Because the Surat and Broach rates hav o sympathetic fluotu vtions 

It does, how over, so happen that man} a time tho market in Surat goes up irrespootiv 0 of dulln''ss m tho 
Bombay market for Good Broach , however, I behove, quotations of “ Good Broach ” will bo some guide in 
tho course of tho market to Surat lueiohants and eultiv ators 

IV — ^JIA^u^ACTunE 

,( (a) Gtmitng and pressing 

5146 (( 36 ) Type and number of gins and presses — Tlioclissof gm^ u,cd ni our dslnols is lolloi 
gins and presses, steam press of tho ordiinr} t}po prevalent in India Thcio are 35 ginning faotoiics and 
eight press factories in tho Sin at District 

6147 (37) Size of bales — Tho sue of bales pressed in oiii factoiios is tliO/Ordmarv size nicisurmg 
about 27 tons per bales 100 (Bombay Chamber scale) 

5148 (38) Saw gins versus roller gins — brom icpoits that I hue heaid, I di not thuik saw gins 
have been tried m’^our district There seem to bo certain prejudices igi’nst saw gins, but I see no rcaioii 
wh} saw gins should not suit oiu burtt crop 

5149 (40) Factory labour — ^Dining tho last ten }cars, 1 iboiir for faotoiies is getting iiioro iiul more dear 
and diffioult to obtain It is not hkolv thaVlabour will bo appicciabl} cheaper in the no ii future ind there 
fore it IS neeessar} that labour sav uig appliances should bo introduced 

(2) I underatand that ni America gins aro fed automatic ill} from godowns whoio lapas nil} bo stacked 
If such an arrangement bo introduced in India, it w ould relo iso a good deal of laboiii and m iko ginning coiisi 
derably ohoapei, as gin faotoiies would then be iblo to run 24 hours which will mean aver} groat saving 
111 ginning charges thus low ermg tho same I feel that this is an improv oincnt that is bound to como on,'bitt 
tho earlier it comes tho better w ill it bo for all concerned, viz , bu} ers, oultiv ators and cv on tho ordinar} public 
eniploymg laboui 

5150 (41) Condition of cotton — ^Tho lapas that imv cs in giiming factories is gcnei lUv damp and 
IS inv ariably exposed b} the oultiv ators to tho night dow s w itli tho intention bf gaining in w 0 ght Gin ow nors, 
therefore, aro ooinpelled to keep tho lapas carts waiting outside tlio gin compound till ibout 9 am so that 
the same may get diitd b} the sun’s heat &omo r} 0 ts comiihim about this and tho -populai impression 
wronghj is that gin oivnoi's deceive 01 harass cultivators But iii 0111 districts, oultiv atom, as a rule, aro not 
onl} intoUigent but verge on tho point of shrewdness and sliaipiioss and they aro full} Iblo to look aftci their 
honest mterests 

(2) Then, again, some uiorcluints dciling 111 lapas I ike lapas fioin lowci districts, like Sayan, to giiining 

faotones in bettor districts like Nav sail, which should bo exposed and oven stopped by Govoinuiciit lam 
fully aliv 0 that it IS not easy to suggest a remedy for stopping tins sort of carnage of from one^ 

village to another without having a staff of oflicors to supervise oamago of 1 ipas generally I do not 
believe 111 any consideiablo intoifeienco ni trade by Govornmont officors 

(3) My oxporionoo is that Govoniment ofHccrs, honest though they may bo, aro not in good touch with 
the needs and tricks of traders and thoroforo thev either exaggerate standing ov ils or remedy them much too 
btiiotly and aro also liable to bo misled by selfish people 111 tho trade who may flattoi thorn (to sellish ends ) 
Of course, I have oomo across leally capable and w ell meaning officers Of tho Agricultural Department of this 
distiiot who are known to have done real solid good in then: own sphoros of work, but such officers have not 
been very many in number 

(4) There is not much to complain regarding tho condition m which cotton reaohes jiross fiotonos in 
the Surat District The only draw back is mixing of lapas in ginning f lotoiies as mentioned abov 0 , in w Inch 
case the cotton presents a mixed staple To control all this, tho first thing which wo can do is to prohibit 
import of lapas or half pressed bales of cotton into Surat District by' lail This will ensure that the bales 
ilespatched from stations in Surat Distiict contam cotton grown m tho Siu it District only Similar imiiorts 
should be piohibited by sea also, secondly, there should bo a small committee of respectable buv ers and 
sellers in Surat to report to the Gov ernment tlirough a central committee in Bombay on the conditions 
pievailmg in Surat Distiiot from yoai to year This committee should supply all ncccssaiy information to 
the Central Committee in Bombay and should ilso be consulted rtgarduig hconsuig of factories I expect 
these measures to bimg about a good deal of improvement withouv causing any harassment to honest ti idors 

(■ 

V — GenebjVi, 

5151 (46) Attitude of buyers to improved cotton — ^In my oxporicnoc, buyers have shown a gi eat 

desure to pay adequate premium for long stapled cotton ovei shoit stapled cotton The difference between 
Navsari and Sayan cotton, which about ten yeais back was Rs 7 to 10 per lltandt, has, dming the list two 
years, been as high as Rs 40 per Ihandt, mill buyers bomg keen purchasers of Navsan and buy same even 
at such an advance over Sayan cotton There is no doubt that the masters of miU owners are anxious for 
genume long stapled cotton, but m tho present conditions there are many temptations and difficidties m tho 
w ay of practices and customs in upoountry, and vihen these latter are brought under control, I have no mis 
givmgs that mill owners w ill continue to be perhaps the best persons to appreciate unadulterated Ion" stapled 
cotton ^ 


3Ir Teibhov andas PEA^Jr^ANDAS Roow viiA called and examined ' 

6152 {President ) I am an agent of tho finn of Messrs Naiandos Eajaram L Co , tho fnm of tho Hon’blo 
Mr Purushottamdas Thakurdas I have no personal oxxienence of cooperative cicdit societies, but I 
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wiilersfintl fiom oiiUuatorb tint tlicj do not liKo these societies Thoj no lathci jircjudiced igamst them as 
thinl tile's ire Go\ eminent mst tut oiis 'Jho capital foi agiioultiii il banks proposed in inj ivrittcn evidence , 
IS to bo subscribed by iaJnilars from distiiots or from Bomb 15 If such binl s ucro started, they Mould get 
considerable monov Loans could bo issued to the ciiltiv iton, on the security of tbeir crop When tbo 
crop M as ready , tbo banks could immcdiatclv reco\ cr tbo money in the same m ay as nirears of land revenue 
AVben the crop is sold, the nione\ for it is paid instantaneously and then the ban!,s Mould be repa’d Tbo 
culti\ ators m ould certainly p vy the bank back 1 

6153 The cotton forecasts are sometimoa good but they should bo distributed largely m tbo \illages m 
tbo \ ornaoular They m ould be of benefit to the cnlti\ ator if full particulars m ere published in the vernacular 
The forecasts should include particulars about prices, trade ino\ omenta including figures of stocks, etc Tbo 
ginning and press ng factor v OMners and tbo niei chants Mould then make use of them and coidd make sugges 
tions in regard to tlioir improacincnt The ginning and press returns aie not submitted regularly, and tboir 
submission should bo nindo coinpulson bailurc to submit them ought to bo folloued by a fine of say^ half 
i lupco or rupee 

6164 Tbo only damping of cotton or Jaixts in the iSurit district is that mIucIi is duo to exposuio to cIom 
Wo liaie a ginning factory and press Wo do not Mcigb tbo lapas at all until tuo oi tbico hours ifter it has 
been dried 111 tbo sun When tbo lapas is not Mcigbcd it once, tbo ryots grumble and say that the gm owneis 
nio making fools of tlicm They come at 6 o’clock 01 c\cn caibcr in tbo inomiig and knock at our doois 
to got tbo factory gitcs opened foi lajxia MOigbmciiL 

6155 Nay sin cotton should bo pressed 111 a pretsing facloiy m Navsiii ind not outside Where there 
IS no press, 1 Mould alloM the moyement of cotton by lail, loose or in bilf picsscd or three quarter pressed 
b lies but not otbciaiisc Tbeie is no niiving of laixts 111 my film’s ginning faotoiy Bcoplo may' mix m tbo 
pirtsscs In our omii ginning faotoiy there is no mixture as yio only gin for oui-sclycs When people bung 
in lapas from other districts then tbo seed becomes mixed Some ginning factoiics get seed fiom outside 
In tbo Say an district, they got iced fiom Bioacb noyy Sayan cotton used to got a good piico , it is now Es 40 
less Ilian Naysan, it yias foniicrly Bs 10 less 

616b {Mr irndto ) In ccit iin yilhgcs of the Siii it disliict Goyciiiiiicnt giyc out siicciilly selected 
seed and the cotton from that is collected and brought to oiii faotoiy We buy tbo lapas at a premium, 
pin it and then send it doM-n to Bombay Wo get oidcrs fiom tbo mills for fanii 1 apas and m e supply it Wo 
buy it on commission Wo only sell it to mills Wo pay 1 picniium of Es 13 per lltaiuh for this lapas We 
caiuiot {lay more as tbo arci is ycry sniiill but if tbo cotton Mcro groMii oyer a yery largo aiea, 
a bigger prcinium yiould bo paiJ Tbo outturn is about 200 to 300 Ihuudis only that is about 500 biles The 
cotton that is coming from tbo farm and from tbo yillages is im'fomi in quality Wo hayo been getting uni 
form quabty for tbo last fno years Our men arc tbero to look aftci the fvim lapas, tbero is a superm 
tendcut and there is no trouble In my omu factory I “iclcct oyery bale, press it and send it Mitb my oyin 
111 irk to tbo mill eyy nor- It is tbo custom in Surat to select each halo sep irately It is then stamped and 
M eigbcd and tbo money is pa d Each b do is eampl"d If there m ere v large quantity of this cotton ay ail 
able, say, 6,000 or 10,000 bales, the null ouiicrs yiould pay a biglicr picmiuiii Tbero is a big demand for it 
cyciy year , yic bayo asked tbo superintendent many a time foi more of it 

6167 There arc Imo ditcs fixed for tbo payment of Goycrnnicnt duos Tbo first date is genoially 1st 
January to 16tb January and the second date is lOtb March to 20th March Tbo lapas comes in Apiril 
Wbetber tbo dates should bo fixed latoi is a question yyliicb depends upon the maturing of Iho oiop If the 
Goycmmenl dues yyero paid later, tho cultiy ators yiould got tbo benefit of tbo iiiaikot They bavo to soil tbo 
lapas at a loyi lato in order to moot tho Goy ommint demand It is true th it the Goy einment dues are yery 
Fiinll but it must bo rcmciiibercd tint I am talking of tho poor farmoi-s 

6168 Tbero is a big demand foi long staple cotton and tbo mills arc anxious to got it Tbo only thing, 
tint prey cuts a bigger price being pa d for long staple cotton, is tbo mixing in tbo ginnoiios In good and 
honest factories, tbo lapas is not nuxed 

6159 I yyas offered some farm lapas from other pcisoas but I did not take it unless thoie Mas some 
guarantee tint tho cotton had been groiin under tho supervision of the Agiioulturil Department Wo only 
pay a premium yv bon yi 0 rccoiy 0 such a guarantee 

6100 {Ifr llodgltnson ) As regards tbo remarks in iny yiiittcn oyidonco regarding sayy gins, I may say 
that after 1 sent in my cyidenco I yyas told by one gin ownci that bo bad used a sayy gin but that tbo results 
yicre not satisfactory Sayy gins Inyo not really been tiled in Surat Tbo eoiiiplan^ is that tbo staple is 
damaged non and then altbougb tho lint comes out yery clean bloro experiments aro required I Inyo 
ncyer seen aiitomatio feeders I bayo heard that they effect a great saving in labour If they yyero intio 
duced into this district, I think thev Mould do yory yicll, and yyould bo popular ^ 

5101 {Mr Itohcrls ) Wo purchase tho special yaricty of cotton groiin under tbo supervision of tho Agii 
cultural Department ImoM n as 1 A T ho oiiltiv ators bring 111 tho 1 apas groyi n from farm seed to our faotpries 
on any day they hko after yy 0 Iny 0 made contracts yy ith tbo Agricultural Department Wo make tbo contracts 
firet Mitb tho farm authorities and the officer of tlic Agricultuial Department makes out a bill m the names 
of the cultiy ators We sec tho carts and bayt them undo into heaps I put in copy of tbo contract 
(Amioxuic ) Tbo premium is not stated in tbo statement but yy 0 pay tho ruling rate of tho market plus 
its 12 per Ihandi Wo buy the ginned cotton after baying the lapas ginned in our oyyn factory When 
tho 0 irts come in, mo simply m tigli tbo lapas and have nothing to do yyitli tbo oultivatora If the cultivatois 
yy ant an advance, yy 0 giy 0 it them on tbo recommendation of tbo officer of tho Agricultural Department I 
hiiyo just been asked to pay Es 12,000 by' Mr Bbmibbai Our money is safe and the carts Mill be coming 
to U’ Wo pay tbo ady anoo and tho accounts aro settled yyben tho cotton is yy oigbed and then wo pay the 
full value of tbo money The Agricultuial Department suporviscs tbo ginning Ono fieldman from the Agii 
cultural Department rema’nS in tbo factory for tho season I do not consider that Es 12 per Ihandt is a 
y cry low premihm in present conditions ev cii tliougb the cotton may' bo m ortb a little more The mills demand 
more farm cotton but tbero is no more farm cotton to be bad Wo would buy any amount if mo could got it 
My personal opinion is that it is m ortb, at tho most, Es 18 to Es 20 more than the local Surat cotton Tbo 
cotton Is y ory good and 13 iniicli liked in tbo null If there yy 010 more oflieora of tho Agricultural Depart 
ment and they yy oro to ask the cultivators to do so, they m ould take the seed and grow this cotton The 
cultivators have not to wait long for thou money' They aro paid within a yyeok or ten days We gm this 
cotton right through the yyholo of the season A cultivatoi may bring this cotton in at any time , wo give 
him the rate of tbo day' plus Es 12 clear premium I do not know why tbo cultiy at on of this cotton is not 
spreading 
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5162 I im in fa-v our of posting the Bombay prices up oiountrj I think it n ould help the cultuator 
hero it tlie pnees of “ Good Broach ” m Bombay v ere publ slicd “ Good Broach ” puces regulate the niaiket 
here It 1 ould not bo necessary to com ert tlio Bombay pirioe, to the local si andard E\ erybodj under 
btando them and thoj could calculate for themselves If a Central Cotton Committee is formed, local com 
mittces nould bo necessary to supply information to it One committee nould do for Surat and Nay sari. 
Some permanent orgamz ition -of that kind is essential 

5163 I recommend the hccnsing of factories to ensure the submission of proper letuins and the piin'sh 
ment of the defaulters v here necessary I y\ould not 1 1 c too rigorous a system of licensing 

5164 {Preiideni ) We buy mu cotton only from men nlio have a guarantee that the cotton is groym 
from seed supphed by the Agncultuial Department Our deahngs are carried out through the Dmsional 
Inspector, who certifies that ho has seen the crop, has a fieldman watching it and a weighman who settles up 
the account Tlie scheme is ayeiy good and I think it could be extended on a very largo scale 
But the more it is extended, the less seciiiity , that is, some people might do mischief If a man yiere paid 
Rs 30 more per / handi, more people u ould be tempted to take it up but miUs can’t afford to pay the premium 
At present we are pay mg Rs 6 per lhandi more than for Navsari cotton Hie difference between Bardoli 
and Navsari is Rs 6, i c , w e are paying Rs 12 more than for Bardoli cotton We market all the cotton pro 
duced from farm seed as one yariety though there are tyyo y arieties, one of which has a longer staple than the 
other The quantity is very small and the difference in staple is also small so that it is not^yy orth while keeping 
them separate Wo sent some bales to Liverpool thiee years back and they' got a very good price Last 
you yve sent ten bales I do not know exactly wh vt price they got but I heard that they obtained ajvery 
high pi ICC yy hioh yy ould be partly due to high height and insurance charges too 


Axkexukl 

Copy of contract for purchase of kapas gioton from seed supplied from the Government Farm, Surat, 1016 11- 

« <* 

{Translation ) 

1 Parm kapas to bo ginned in our owm ginning factory at Sama 

2 Ginning rate to be Rs 4 per hhar equal to 24 maunds of 7 apas 

3 If there be ginning association, the rate of ginmng yvill be that of the association 

4 Rent of tare of half pressed bales to bo paid by the buyers of cotton 

5 Cart hire from Sania to Surat to be paid by buyers of cotton 

6 Farm cotton to bo purchased by us at the rate of Rs 12 more than the Bardoli cotton of the dale 

7 The purchaser is bound to take the cotton from the Farm Committee at any date in the 

season whenever they wish to sell 

8 Cotton to be weighed at Surat terms 

9 The Committee should insure the 7 apas through us 

C0^TBACT 01 1917 18 

1 Ginning rale is fixed at Rs 5 4 0 per hhar of 24 maunds of Japas 

2 Other terms are the same as those of the last year 


Mr A H A SIMCOX, ICS, Collector o! Sholapur. 

FxyyiTNED AT BIJATUE, FEBRUARY 16t1I, 1918 
* Written statement 

n — CosaiERCLiE Aspect 

5165 General — ^My efforts as a goaoral administrator, and not a s^iociahst in any dopaitmont, haao 
alw ay s been directed iirincipally to sqcui o clean cotton I hay o helped m eradicating pests, introducing new 
varieties and improving old, and in other ways But mainly I have tried to see that what was grown came 
to the market clean Mmc h is been yy ork in detail, a prosecution hero and a fine there, onquirj mto seemingly 
unimportant matters, but always, ynth the same object If I haye a theory, it is that Indian cotton yy ill 
profit less by attention to staple than by attention to dirt If dirt bo' defined as matter in the wrong place, 
it yy ill be seen that I have had to attend to such things as mixmg of inferiw and superioi cottons, unnecessary 
introduction of seed cotton, cut and whole seed and other things into bales^watering and sofoith The expor 
tation of “ fly ” from Sholapur Bombay and Madraslnills to Dharwar to be mixed yvith humpta cotton when 
It yvas high priced was one matter I reported oh m Bombay The export from Khandesh to Gujarat of seed 
cotton yyas anothei Foul ginning and foul pressing I have often detected and shown up Insurance fires 
in Khandesh went down in any +ime fiom Rs 5,00,000 annual loss to Rs 25,00C 1 am prepared 

to bo examined on the above matters 

Ml A H A Sisicox, ICS, called and examined ~ 

''166 \Prcsiaent ) I yy as Collector of Last Kliandcsh from 1906 to 1913 It was a newly foimcd district 
It had been cut out of the old district of Kliandcsh and had been y cry much neglected, the capital of the old 
district being at Dhulia, a long yy ay off I had to get the district more or less into w orking order and had to 
moke Jalgaon the centre of the new district A very superficial enquiry yy as enough to show me that the 
mam staple of the district on yvhich aU its prosperity must be based was cotton, of yvhich about a miUion acres 
are grown in the district Up till then, I really hadnotstudiedcottonyerymuchbutlmade myself acquomted 
yy ith the nature of Khandesh cotton as far as I could I got into touch ynth the best of the merchants At 
thattimc, the price of Kliandcsh cotton was y cry low indeed So I set myself up to find out why this 
was the case and the conclusion I came to was that it was due mostly to the extraordmary filthiness of the 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


199 


Bcmlmj ] 


Mr A H A Smcox 


[GmUnued 


cotton as it was put on tlio marl et I sot mjsolt tlieicforc to see what conhl he done to improVc matters 
The result nas that I made Mar on the ginning faetor 3 owners as thej were the people at fault My vicm' 
Mas that oven a good man mIio came in touch with the cotton trade 1 ccamc foul Tlie cultivator was^ served 
out at tho biggest price possible bj' the MarMari Mith the Morst possible seed out of miscellaneous heaps in the 
ginning factor} so that ho did not got a fair start Ho sowed his cotton but ho m as generally too laz} to m eed 
it or clean it himself He looked to tho starring districts of the Deccan to provide him Mith labour for this 
purpose Having gromi the cotton some how, he got it picked hr imported labour The cotton in Khandesh 
Mas sold e\clusivel} hr rr eight and practically an} thing that rveighcd was put into it in quantities that rvould 
not bo too obriousl} detected In fact tho cotton Mas picked as foul as possible The cultivator was not 
above Maturing it on the May to tho marl ct The small buyers bought tho lapas from the oultivatois It 
Mas to tlioir interest to get as much cut seed and cren rrhole seed through tho gins as possible and that the} 
did It IS rery cas} not to smooth tho gin rollers Cotton seed has a ver} uniform range of size and it is 
perfeoti} easr to sot gins so that small seeds mil pa^s tlirough That Mas done I found it rros impossible 
to get these people Mitlun tho pale of tho lerv Tho oMoier of the ginning factoiv is verr seldom tho OMner 
of tho cotton The onl} ofTenco that could be established Mould be cheating and the question arose who Mas 
cheating rvliom ? It m as r or} diflicult to get a case sufficicntl} good to pass a magistrate, let alone tho Sessions 
Court, foi this reason HoMover, I did a lot by threat' I used to take off some gin rollers and soy these 
Mere impounded hr tho Court and threatened a prosecution rrhich seldom came to anything I had the 
powers of a Eactoi} Inspector rrhich I used to the full In Ibis Ma}, I found out all sorts of tricks which 
rverc resorted to oven if the cotton Mas ginned fairly clean A man might hare a lot of loose cotton seed 
l}ing about and ho might roll his docras orcr it and therchy collect on each docra trro or three 'eers of seed 
rvhicli would look like a pure accident I once Ment into a ginner} mIucIi had a vciy good reputation the 
puce of cotton Mas up that rear I noticed there rras a good deal of seed cotton lying about in odd places 
apart from the usual heaps So I pushed my hands into the middle of the docras of ginned cotton and pulled 
out a lot of lapas Of course the gin orviier said that tho docras had been lyong alitmt open and that it was 
impossible to help seed cotton getting into them I had about thirty docras opened In tho middle of each, 

I found trro seers of seed cotton Tins was supposed to be a rery good ginnery , it rras turning out 100 docras 
a day That meant a very decent profit to tho orvner on 200 seers of ungmned cotton per day These triel s 
look small hut m bulk they are vciy large One man I succeeded in getting on the complaint of Messrs, 
Eallis’ agent mIio was a European He said that ho had bought docras from SfahnssaMod, trrelvc miles from 
iTalgaon Tlio orrner of the ginning factoi-y in question rfas tho biggest landlord in tho Bombay Presidency 
Ho IS tho onlr man mIio pays orcr Es 10,000 Government assessment Ho rr as a r\ calthy man but owing 
to his luMirious style of hrang, he rras often short of cash Ho had sold ser oral hundred docras ot cotton 
to Messrs Ealli Brothers and arranged that dclirory should be gireii m hen Messrs Ballis’ agent was away 
on tour for ton days so that tho consignment could bo taken orcr by a clerk rr ho did not inspect it very 
carefully Unfortunately for lam, tho Agent came back unexpectedly and ho found out that their docras 
Mere something like mixed pics Tlicro rvas a coating all round the outside of fair cotton but the inside 
rras “fly,” brolcn seed and husks After taking the SMorn complaint of tho agent, I got tho engineer 
ot the Khandesh nulls and the Jfamlatdnr m ho m as a Magistrate and sent them out tho same mglit to tho 
factory before ally M armng could liar 0 been received by tho orr nor and told tliora to annex the Mholo of 
tho gm rollers By doing that, I managed to sccuro a conviction If the orrucr had hod the least Maming, 

I should not have done so As a matter of foot, by tho time the Mamlatdar end the engineer arrived, they 
had had timo in which to remor o some faulty' rollers The Engineer, horr or er, found that they m ere still hot 
fromrunmng Tho factory owner rras given six months for deliberately chc''ting Messrs Ealli Brothers 
by solhng them rrhat appeared to bo cotton but was really something else I also found cases 
of false pressing I held an elaborate enquiry into ono case that was reported by Ealli Brotheis 
In this case, a man had got in his pressing room some small heaps of good cotton That year there 
rr ns a great deal of ram soiled cotton It rras m tho interest of tho people for whom he rras pressing 
to get tho ram soiled cotton through ns good cotton So, every time a bale was pressed, a layer 
of good cotton was spread at tho bottom of tho press box and another layer of good cotton at the top The 
rrholo of tho intervening space was filled with rain soiled cotton so that seven eighths of tho halo consisted 
ot such cotton Tlio press orroior rras a Bombay man who knew that bales wore usually tested by removmg 
a littlo ot the cotton from tho top and tho bottom Ho was, how over, caught m tho act and ho had to own 
up The question arose as to whom ho was cheating ns ho had consigned tho eotton to himself m Bombay 
However, I had an effectiro watch kept on him m Bombay If so happened that year that a great many 
ships rvero gomg from Bombay to Europe and what I understood was that every now and then there would 
be a case a ship duo to sail on the following day and tho owners of tho ship would given notice that there was 
accommodation m tho ship for a ceitam number of bales of cotton Tins happened soon afterwards and the 
man used to get rid of tho bales m driblets I had sonic of these bales tiaced to Dunkirk I got tho 
French police there to iiial o cnqimics but could not secure enough evidence for a conviction as tho cotton 
had aU been opened, and although it had been noticed that there was a lot of mforior ram soiled cotton, it 
could not bo traced to particular bales Howorcr I disposed of that by offering him a clean slate provided 
he subscribed Es 10,000 for the now hospital Tho whole district bower er understood that ho has been fined 
Es 10,000 by tho Collector 

5107 Another matter that I took up very seriously was tho wholesale bummg of cotton m Khandesh 
Of course, cotton m tho form of docras bums very easily mdecd Kapas won’t bum, fire ]ust slams over 
tho heap and singes it Pressed cotton is impossible to burn by any ordmary means but ginned cotton in 
tho form of docras bums very easily When tho news that prices were dropping m Bombay and were bkely 
to continue to drop for some months in Bombay filtered through to Khandesh, fires began at once The first 
way I got to know about this was that there was an agent of fire msurance companies in Jalgaon who was 
a Gujarati and who gathered into his agency most of tho big fire msurance compames Ho could divido the 
losses amongst them as ho liked At that time the place w as full of sedition The Collector of Nasdc had 
not long been shot" and tho pohoo wore on tho look out A man was detected at Kalyan station commg up 
to Jalgaon with a whole box of picric acid Ho loo) cd honest He was detected simply beeajso ho was 
commg to Jalgaon with a ticket only to Kalyan I told the people that if they wanted to blow up my bun 
galow, they might give mo a olianco of getting out of it A couple of days aftorw ards, a man came to me 
accompanied by a police man and asked mo to tell him if phosphorus was a suitable chemical for blowmg 
up Collector’s or other people’s bungalow s I told him it w as a highly mflammablo substance He said that 
a largo bottle of phosiihorus (which docs no harm when 1 opt m water but, directly it is dried, begms to burn 
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^^lllchllolncllwcl oracmllmclcoincloliimin\rnt(>rM % P P from 'hr ■rdur and Compiin and tint lie 
Imd refused the nsiecl ns lit lind iie%(r ordered it 'J hr mnii Imd a m il( !i fiu lor\ Tretelur and Compnns 
asked ulrnt lie ineiuit hj ufusing a jiaucl lit li id ordettd ho In urolt and f ot the origin d j.r,t card vliidi 
he brought to mo and U uns then found that the man -uho Ind ordirtd it mss the in-liraneo agent I nsled 
hou It uns iirojiosed to usi it mid uns told that it wns a tominnn Iriel uitli fill ira mid /oimjit (umidcring 
beggars) to got a littlo plio iihonis, to roll it in wet eotton mid to lUil it in thrir tlicrk 'I he fakir tlun gots 
to a tillage mid pita tint mit iiimi tsho gitea mi offtiiug ttiH rU t iilc-suig on liis hou<=e tnd that the houst s 
of tlioso uho do not gne uill 1 e burnt 'I litt pjnl the tottoii loiilminiig llir jilio phoriH into the litajis of 
COM dung cnl cs in the eomer of tin hoiiMs from ttlneli tint butt 1 tni rdi rd ft td end cdl doun the furt 
ot God Miorth nftcntnrds the hoiite rnfilii s tin On tin Alriiij lliof this 1 1 i.dtd iht In u t of the insiiranet 
agent Ifc was coiiticttd of hung conct iiitd m nt let t ihne mtditioinl rnip 'Hint i hot I tir-t tool i ji 
the mattir, but I got no assistant ("at all fiom mn of tin iiisurmne coiiij>ni t 1 ttrt hit 1 found I rtiwttd 
to tilt Fire Insurance Assoeiition in llombat Cm of tin ohtioni eonditions of i suing r point to a gimiitig 
faetorj is that no tempnmrj huts or uorknuns eottagis are nlloutd miiong~t tin lieapi of eotton 'ilnre 
ua-saterj largo fire at TanuKr, it tins kiiottn to bate 1 fdi < aiised intriitionalK 'Ih( insur,ine< rnnipmt 
after a lot of tiiquiries (hiided that thet had to pit ii). in spile of the ft/ • tl at I fhourd tlnm tin riintnis 
ot coolies hilts in the middle ot the cotton mid on lint ateoimt tin \ tmild Into rdu ul to j n Miiglo anna 
What can ton do ttilli sudi people t 

5108 ( Vr liobtrli ) feiippo-e I onii m a ginning faetort and 1 insure it for Ps 55,1*00 1 mantge 

to burn mt cotton 1 claim the full 11s 5(1, (KiO although there tiaseiih P‘ "fKitl tiorlh of cotton The 
claim lias to le hettlcd ht a man ir nt down ht the innirmue lompnit in llonihat and the liK'd agent, » e 
Iho man tiho bought the phosjihonis 1 ilmm I's "(lOtKi 'Jin msuraes toiijant nt that thet art poniR 
togiteonh Us 10,000 'i In \ are pre ttt glad if thet gi t off tilth Pa 20000 I i m eklulited to get Ps 20 OCat 
though 1 haggle about it I I non jieifrt lit tit 11 1 hate oiiK lo t It i 5 fi*i0 'Hit local agent smoaths dotiii 
tho insurance compant a represent itite he gels a eonpU of llnm and out of that tihieli pita for the plios 
phorup That iias roiighlt lion it iias (hnu I thre ildud tin e ])C(.]ih and ndiitid tin firi“i frenn P' 5 
inl hs a jc ir to about Its 25000 uhilt- 1 ti is there 'lln insut.nne t ninpann -< are tert 'Hik Of eourse 
thet cannot got good agdils E hat do ton Ihiiil of a c i e Id t thi« ’ A fire t il ci< p! nr m the middle of 
thowght Pat heltteen 12 and 1 tM Aeoiumittee (jeii r/i) of itsjica inhte ^s-ople is calhd m the nett monung 
to tlceido on tho probalile e 111 ( of tin fin If tliet report tin elaimlole (diiiim it is n iisllt allotud and 
the amount ofdimagi isntthd ht Mirtit and pooh In one rns( , it tin sohmidt reported In tlnee people 
that tho lire tins caused ht a Piml going up tin chimurt of the gnninig faetort and filling into a heap of 
ooKon A tremendous fir( in tin tlninnet tioiild ho mee sart for that It t as of eour-e impo sihle, a.s 
tho fnctorj had Iceu closed after 7 t ti I did not hear of this ca«e till a long time after and then I asked 
tho engineer hoti there came to 1 c sparl s lljing nhout in the imddo of tl e night lie paid that that inglil 
the hollers ticro lenig clemied out and that thet had letn cold for dats 

5109 lligre tias one case tihich tins a jiccuhar eomhin''tn n ot foul ginning i iid sttmdling llic faetort 
ttas one at Amnhier T Mcnt Hurt one iiiorniiig mid found omo tliildren tihu li made me rather Pn»picieni« 

I found the knitcs not jiioi erlt pharpened and not htming on the rollers ind passing mit rmount of cut feed 
fco 1 annexed a fcti rollirp mid thre ale md the otuur 1 then ticiil into the comjiennid tihith 1 found j ated 
tilth PCcd I tias told that the ceils had hten left ht a Alaninri and that the \ eonld not help it 1 found 
a heap of e/ocreis at pome distniiet from the engine in ttlneh there tins e leit of oils tiaste tilnr h i/ altiats pa d 
lo cause fire ht itself in the hot tuather 1 hid slateiiunts taken doun in detail in rr,.ird to Ihesg things 
tvlnth frightened tlie otmtiP 1 then tient to iiit tent mid the r/n/iieiias ticnl lo his te nt 'The faetort tittnir 
ttcnf to tho latter and offered him Ps 200 in t iirrciiet note s to pass on lo me The itiiniis tias cartful to 
hate a man tiithm hearing Ifei Paid, " I hear something rattling in tour pool et ' 'riie faetort ottnefr pro 
ducctl tticntt potcrcigns ThattiasPs 500 in all Iher/iifiiori'penl the moiict lo the Treasury niulcr the 
Collector’s seal and then acniscd the man of hnhiiig n ]mhla sort ant 1 he'tlngistratcrouticfcdhim on set cnl 
charges niider the Paitoncs \pt and sent Inin lo jml for bribing a jnihlie n rtaiit On the 7rd of April I met 
tho hamster ttlio had ajipcnrcd on liis hehalf before the Sessions t onrl He paid he hrd not been alik to slat 
to hear tho judgment ns ho had to eatch Iiip tram but that he thought the man had a clianco of getting oil 
I replied that eten if he did gel off ho tioulel require a good big firt to recoup himself He ttas niquillrd 
and droto hack to Amaliicr on tho 1th of \pril and on April 5lli there tins a Ing fire in his compound in tiliich 
damage to the extent of Rp 75,0C0 tins done Of course I tins on to tliat at once , it tins too gotal to be 
true Volkarts ttcro the agents in tins case 'Jliet got an miontmous letter sating that the tiro tins a 
fraudulent one mid that tliej should pat notlnng 'llicj ttTote to me hoteotcr, after a fortnight lime and 
said that if I bad not completed mj enquiries, thet projioscd to pat 'Diet did jint About fitlccii months 
aftertvards, a man came to me and asked me if 1 tt ould like to hear about the Amaliicr fire ? He told mo that 
ho had been a clerk m tho fnctorj but that Ins brother had been unfmrij treated and so ho had loft it He 
gate mo enough information to juslift mo in muicxing tho books of tlmf ginning facloij and aFo to annex 
llio books ot a terj big man in Bombaj The case ttent up ns far ns the High Court and it ttns proted Hint 
tho cotton alleged to hnxo boon burnt and tt Inch had hecn paul for had heen in Boinhaj three tt ccks pret ions 
to tho date ot tho fire 9 lie coiitiction tins uphold bj the High Court 

5170 (Mr IFoefin ) 'Iho Sessions Judge considered that the msnranco compant ought to have tho fine 
tv Inch tins sot cral thousand rupees as it had lost so much ht tho fire I ajijiialctl mtsclf on that I point cel 
out that the Cbmpanj had refused to help mo , but lind dehbcraUlt jiaid up lU spile of mt tt arning Tho 
High Court accepted this t ictv and Hio fine ti ent to Got ernment 

6171 (President ) There is no danger of fires notv ns tho price of cotton is so high 

6172 I hnvo noticed that several ttafnesses have f olel t ou that thet tv ould like some regulation of ginning 
factories I think that power should ho given to Collcotors mid Assistant Collectors, apart from the profes 
sionnl Fnctorj Inspectors The Fnctorj Act is no good to pret cut abuses of tins kind Tho Inctort Act 
only prevents children ttorking and puts a stop to diitj Inlnncs mid things of that kind But one ttoiild like 
to be able to blacklist a man for dchherato foul guinuig 1 hat o stopped it in Ivurdut ndi and Barsi, hj writing 
to buyers and warning them that the cotton thej tv ere pin chasing tv as foul ginned, hut one wants some power 
to catch the ginners out Tho damage thej do goes all over tho world I do not think that thoiBonibav 
markenias time enough to control motters by more discrimination in the matter of buj ing 

6173 One thing I tried to stop was tho dolibciate sending of Khnndesh Japas to Gujarat It went from 
Amalncr, which is tho largest cotton centre north of Dhnlin I stopped it by frightening the station master 
not refusing any waggons for cotton ot this description but Hint was a tudimoiitarj sort of romedj 
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517 1 (Mr lEadia ) A pcncral jirolubition of fjmt sort is not so necessary noiv as I then thought it nould 
he Gujarat cotton is a \cr's hto in ripening nliilst IQmndesli cotton is \ery earlj In Ahmadahad, last 
jear, I noticed that Khandesh cotton uas gromng there, no douht, os the result of the proceedings! had 
seen in Khaiidcsh It boiled, ripened and fell to the ground before the Giijaratcotton was ready so that it 
nas dcstroMiig itself to a large extent The Klinndesh cotton had dropped by Deooniber , and was all over 
n liereas nobody u ent to pick the cotton in the fields until March By that time, the birds would have carried 
the Khandesh cotton awai 

5175 Jamner cotton goes to Malkapur but I don’t think the export of Jamnor cotton to Malkapur does 
nmcli harm If there wore total prohibition of the transport of cotton bj rail except in fully pressed bales 
from one station to anothc” b\ rad, it might help matters but it avould be easj to unable and rebale I think 
that the onh i emcd> is plenta of power and absolute watchfulness There must be well paid men and good 
men to see that such things do not go on Anj rules, howevci good they might be, w ould be got round Pro 
Inbition of transport b\ rail might mean that cotton would be taken by carts to Bomba}, which is only 200 
miles distant There aie presses in Bomba} When I was the Collcetoi of Bombay, I reported at least two 
peculiar occurrences to the Chamber of Coinmcfco there through ni} Factory Inspectors One Inspector 
reported that ho had obseraed the exportation of seed cotton from Ivhandesh to Ahmadahad in large quanti 
tics I reported this to the Cliambci of Comnicree ns well as to the Collectors of Ahmadahad and Kliandesh, 
but nothing was done Another thing that I brought to notice was that when ii/mpta was commanding 
a good price, “ fiv ” from nulls m Bomliai , ‘^holnpiir and Madras w ns sent to Dharwar and other places in the 
Southern Slahratla Country to be spiinkled among fresh cotton from the fields I spoke to several leading 
men in the cotton trade about it One of them «iid that when 7 umpla was fetching a good puce, that was 
olwn}s done , another said that it could not bo prevented, ns it was a trade custom The third said that it 
was the sort of thing to lie expected in a }oai of high prices I jotted their answers down and put them in 
the form of a note w Inch I sent to the Ch imber of Commerce The Chamber of Commerce agreed with mo 
that this practice was going on but did nothing to stop it I niamtam that the Chanibci of Commerce ought 
to have got these people put in jail If that is not cheating what is? The difficulty about these cases 
IS to jirove who is interested who is causing wTongful loss to whom and who is making WTongful gam The 
gin owaicr himself savs that he is not liable as he did his best to keep ever} thing clean, but that the sabalar 
or Marwari must have given Rs 5 to his fitter to set the gin rollers like tliat 

6176 1 wouldiccominend thelitcnsiiig of gmneiics I have seen a great man} suggestions in the evidence 
before the Committee and I am strongh in fav our of doing sonTething to stop all these evils Ginning factories 
ought to be us striell} controllod as licpior shops as they arc dcabng with far more mono} What the exact 
form of control should bo it is not for me to sa} The gin owner and liis servants should bo held responsible 
whoever cEo is made liable It should bo a penal act to allow false ginning to go on The gin owner 
IS not liable at present 

5177 Pools exist almost everv whcio where theic is more than one ginning factory I consider them on 
, abomination Whether it is possible to rule them out by law I do not know A most glaring instance is at 
Barsi, where there are more thru a dortn ginning factories but onl} three or four are woikmg There is not 
enough cotton tor the rest So it is not profitable to work every factory , working expenses are deducted 
and the profits me divided between the people who work and the people who do not woik There was one 
factor} close to the dak bungalow in Jalgaon The factor} chimnc} was broken in the middle and nothing 
but jiiar grew m the oompoiind Tiio faotory could never work, the machinery was too rusty It never 
attempted towork but tow vrds March at the end of the ICliandcsh season, the Ownerusedto got about 
Rs 1,000 to Rs 5,000 wo'tli of filth} cotton and set fire to it and thus got a few thousand rupees and that 
was how he earned on Ho did that every} car until I stopped him His factor} was broken up and I do 
not know whether he has set up again He was afraid to come near it when I was Collector I mentioned 
the case of the big landlord whoso conviction I secured for foul ginning Ho was very angry with 
Messrs Moolji Jaitlia and Company, the ovnicrs of the Khandesh mills, because it was on their Chief Engi 
ncer’s evidence that he was convicted While hewas in jail, his money accumulated and on coming out, ho 
brought up a ginning factoi} beside the IvJiandcsh Mills Companv’s premises winch had fallen vacant on the 
bankniptcv of its owner The result was that all Messrs Moolji Jaitha’s cotton was sot on fire Immediately 
after ho had left goal and established himself jn this factory ' 

5178 (Mr ItobertH ) Of course, there must be a good deal of harm done to Broach cotton by getting the 
Khandesh cotton mixed with it !\Tiat I object to is the transport of seed cotton That means that the 
sowing of the seed of Khandc«h cotton in Gujarat cannot bo slopped But the reputation of the cotton is 
so bad, that it ecciuh hardly worth while to build it up again I have been told by merchants, not as an 
official, but as a private individual, that they do not care so much about staple What they most want is 
clean cotton They sav that if they can only got clean cotton, they vi ill look after the staple 

6179 (Mr Ilodglmsoii ) I used to test the weights and scales in ICliandesh I standardised all weights 
in that district I would not allow merchaiils to use any except ptdla cast iron weights made into seers and 
maunds 1 found that horse shoes and such things w ere extensively used I got the merchants of the district 
to give that bystcin up and we agreed that ceitain standard weights of a certain pattern only should be used 
Their action was suppo,cd to be voluntary Whether such weights are always used, I cannot say I am 
strongly of opinion that weights should bo standardised A beginning should bo made with Bombay City 
and not in out of the w ay districts like Khandesh I should say that the weighing of cotton is pretty fair 
in the Bombay Presidency It has not been brought to my notice that thoio has been much conuption going 
on in that line I would have heard of it if thoic had been any I would ineludo as a condition of a license 
that all weights should bo standardised I think there is a little dasliir or unlawful handling of money which 
IS not exactly swmdling A full cart is jiasaed over the weighing machine' The question is, how much 
is to bo allowed for the tare --The cart is not always taken back and weighed separately 

6180 People are not so innocent ns one might Ihml I asked a man who had a factory/ thirty miles 
from a railv ay where there was never any fire, how it was that he was so lucky as never to have a fire when 
everybody else did He said that tho insurance agent did not come so fai as his factoi y and therefore there 
were no fires 

6181 I have not been in ‘vholapui long but I tiled to stait a league against diimti cotton in East 
Kliandesh I did not get vciy far There are always one or two people who novoi damp at all I think 
it pays them I cannot say whether there lias been much damping hero in the past as I le illy^eft all my 
experience of cotton behind in Khandesh in 1913 Damping used to go on very freely tbeie 
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5182 (il/r Itohcrlt ) In Ivlmiulcili -wo were Mippo-.cd lo ttso the rI inehrcl Indinn inaund ol 82^ pounds 
As n matter of fftot in c\or\ ba/mr in the dihtrutit was tlic custom to add a feu pounds to tlio jw/fn of two 
maunds 'ShojMlIa ouglit toboroughh ICO pound- but it uns the tustom mono bi/rmrtonmU it 170 jmimds 
and in an other 172 and so on I Rhould t-na ditididla that this ttnds to iiiiiht it difhciilt for the lot it man 
to understand ■ahcthci he i- getting a f Mr initi or not but the dilTii ultics al out < otton art nothing tniiipared 
to the dillicultics about gram and tho lultiaatorR uere ns -harp ns a ncedh about gram In Ivhnndcsh, the 
measure for gram uas absohilcU dificront from that ii-ed in Ihderabad to tho south in Nagnr and Nnsik 
to tho nest, Niiiiar and llcrai on tlie eist and Indore on the north and \et gram u is eoiiRtantlj going from 
one to the other Tlie culln dors I iicu liou mam Ritis of tin Niram’a iiit isure ought to go to their Mkka, 
and to hou mam setrs of tlie Khaudish iiicnsurc it uoiUd out Tin \ uorhid it out to a fen tola) 1 nmild 
not bo against htaudardisation 

5183 The insurance companiis are tin indirect tntisi of the flrr« Ihc ]!oniln\ jieojile are oiilt agents 
It IS not thoj \^hohn^ctopl^ hut the Tendon ln\crpool,AI inlnsti ror f Insgon firms It i», tlnrifnrc, of 
no consequence to them '1 here is not a single firm of prim ip ds m Bombas 1 tUmk the host remeds nonid 
bo to get a Boinbaj Tiisiirniieo (onqinm lo do hu-iin-s on tin spot But Hiith i eompam would find it 
diflicult to compclo ngniiist the hig I uroin in finiis A gfidhiiiaii 1 mtenieucd m Ijondon said that though 
Ins company had lost in liidi i Ihej had ent tlnir hi—ei 1 loniisi lhe\ had done sen well in the Continent 
and in Anstrnlin Their total luolit norkid out to a \rr\ lugt Mini and so fhc\ did not mind It did not 
paj them to refuse linl an hiiMinos altogdlnr Tins star time art no hrts and thei art getting their prt 
minms Thej did make a fuss after the Itomhiv fires hut tin ii the war tamo and absorbed cierybodt’s atteii 
tion 1 11(11 cr got am help and nhateai r 1 did I did nn elf 

5184 I think clean cotton can licst he oht niiid b\ more and more pen d tlaiisi s nnd bs eonstaiit nafclnng 
I cannot imsolf sto am rtnson win tin 1 acton Inspctlor or f'olhitor of (In district or a Magistrate going 
into a fnclori and finding di liberate find ginning going on Flioiild not lnv\i Ihc power to laj a complaint of 
a orimmal oticuco agnnal tho gm owner 


Mr J S ASPDEN, MiU Manager, Hubli Mills, Hubli 

Lwmimi) vt lluiiit IiiiruAm 20th, 1018 ^ 

H ritten sUiUminl 

II — Co'iMiucUL Asijct 

5185 (SO) Local trade customs — With regard lo local Iridi customs as to the marketing of tho 
cotton crop 1 can oiiK Hpeak with nspid to the ntuil liuMiig of lotloii iitliir iii the inarkit or hi forw ird 
contract lorward eontraets aio iiuulo with reputable merchants on ordiuan contract forms etipulating 
tho district or stations fioiii which the cotton must come and conditions of dihtco, jicrecntagc guarantee 
of loss, or, more often than tlie 1 ittcr i danse stipulating that the imist 1 o jiassed h^ the bii^ir or 

Ins representatn e nnd ginned mid clemud iindtr his MipcrMsion 

(2) IVith regard to buMiig in the' Ifulili marl ct the kfijyjn is bought in hj tin nols nnd Iniidcsl oatr 
to the dalals for sale, who in Mime e isos liaac adenncid inonej ngimsi the iroji for Gm eminent dues, peed, 
etc , etc , nnd tho custom of lellmg is rather curious Bmtrs mitiijiIo the market in the earlier part of the 
day and rcsoreo lots to he taken iqi at what is talhd the opening jirict of the da\, which means that, at 
wliateacr piico the firski/nhif who aceejits nn etlfer foi his lot closes, all other buyers who hnac resCreed lots 
must pay the same es jici agreement Ihis lu m alisurel custom and might to haac been broken by tlie buyen, 
long ago, but there is noconibiiiation amongst the bu\crs, nnd so Ibe du/nls hmo their own wa\ in tho matter 
618G (31) Standnrdaation of commercial names — There is a great aaricta of names of eotton in thiR 
district which, o\copt to one conaersniit with the efislrict, comes no meaning Too mneh is implied ba the 
use of station names or ilistricfR from which the lajma or cotton eoincs 

(2) Buyers, and sellcis too, generally attach too much iiuportniicc to tho name instead of the actual 
quality of the material It would be iiiueli better if, in eacli imiiortniit cotton ecntro,''v committee or Gmcm 
ment official were appointed lo collect samples fiom differont (listriolR''iiul of eliffcrcnt aarictics nnd grade 
them on tho basis of length of si iplc, colour, hnrdncsb and cle uihncss These standard samples should bo Fct 
up ns the bases of s dcs, differences fiom them being allowed for cither in reduction or nugnicnfation of price 
In this way, tho tcmiitation to nii\ cotton would he le-scncd ns, if tho fanners realised flint by keeping tlicir 
good stapled cotton Rcparate llics would be nssuied of getting a belter price, tlie\ might be induced to giao 
up the present almost nimersal priotico of iniMiig diUcicut staples It is not so mneh the iniMiig of dirta 
nnd clean cotton together ns the nii\ing of long nnd Fhoit stapled eottons, winch makes the mischief, nnd it 
seems to bo a difiionlt task to eomincc iiicrth nils and e\cn some hnyci's, that tho same machinery will not 
spin different lengths of siniilc it one and the simc time 

6187 (32) Buyiug agcnoios — I ha\c no opinion to offej on hiumg agencies I do, howcier, offer tho 
opinion tint cotton hiiycr-, whcthci for agencies oi nulls should bo men of some practical experience in the 
working of cotton as they would then fict Ihomschcs more strongly against some of the ruling practices than 
iR, I am afraid, at present the case 

III — St\tisticai 

5188 (35) Publication o! Liverpool and Bombay prices — With regard to tho daily publication 
of Liicrpool and Bombay' prices in up countiy markets I do not think it yiojild ho of much benefit ns most 
of the merchants get tho prices now, and I tbml it yioiild proyc more a ground for disjnites than benefit 

IV — MA^ulACT^KI 

— [a) Giiiiiniy nnd jtrcaatvg 

5189 (3(5) Type and mark of gins and presses — Inyo 29 double lollei gins in our ginning factory 
and two presses (half and finisher pi css) turning out a bale 50 inclicsx IS iiiebcs x”"! inches yicighing 592 Ihs 

6190, (38) Sayv BIOS tmiis roller Plus — A‘\ regaids the ichitne merits of sayy gins nnd double roller 
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gins, it IS generallj admitted on all hands that saai gins damage the staple more than double rollers The 
only thing uhieli recommends the saar gin to a ginner or some merchants is that, uith the longer stapled 
varieties of cotton, the outturn per gin is more than 111111 the doiihle roller, but if the real facts are gone into, 
it will be found that, from a user’s point of view, the extra cost of ginning in rollei gins is more than coinpen 
sated for m quah^ 

(6) Spiinvff and tpeaviny 

5191 (43) Counts spun and marhet for yarn or cloth —In our mills, we have 26,512 spindles and 600 
looms We spm in our mills counts ranging from 8» to 44s mostly for our own consumption in our u caving 
shed Our markets for yam are mostlj the local market, Bellary and Bangalore We sell our cloth in these 
markets also and in Bombay, Madras, Belgaum, etc 

5192 (45) Effect on cotton market of replacement of shoit staple cotton by long staple — 
With respect to the replacing any large quantity of short stapled cotton uath long stapled cotton, it appears 
to me that this would not be altogether advantageous, but uhat is a crying necessity is the groumg of a fairly 
large quantity of long stapled cotton in addition to the short a arietics and the improvement of the latter 

(2) From all evidences, there will bo a demand for short stapled cotton in India for a very long time to 
come as the cheap goods required for many purposes could not be made out of more expensive cottons, but 
there is also every appearance of a larger demand for finer goods made in the country and every encourage 
ment should be given to farmers to produce and keep up to a standard cotton that will spm the finer counts 
■which are required for these finer cloths which India is having to produce for herself to day and to make it 
possible to produce till finer fabrics, ■which appears to me to be the hnes by ■which the Indian cotton nulls 
must advance, if they are to be kept up on profitable basis 


Jlr J S Aspden called and examined 

6193 (Prestdent ) The local system of buying is of a very peeuhar nature The opening price is based 
on the first deal and that has some reference to the Bombay quotation of the day It has only' a verv slight 
reference to that in a very distant way Nobody' buys or sells until towards eaening and there is no 
business done until somebody' strikes a price It is made an instrument of bad practices The sellers are 
quite right to hold their lapas back as long as they can but it is not done with that object 

6194 We buy our cotton mostly locally Some of it is bought in this market through the cotton brokers 
We buy kapas and gin it as far ns ■we can Slixmg is very bad unless one buys ones ©■wn lapas, and even 
then one gets mixed lapas We get “ fly ” and dust in our purchases I do not think any one escapes 
that Too much importance is paid to the name of the place from which cotton comes rather than to the 
quality of the cotton It appears to the cultivator that cotton will fetch a better price if it comes from a 
certain place, and so the cotton is earned backward and forward to be mixed ■with the cotton which fetches 
a higher price The Bombay Cotton Trade Association carries on business on samples and my idea is that 
sy stem should be extended to the mam cotton districts Tlie Hubh market is big enough to adopt the prmci 
pics of the Bombay Cotton Trade Association, t c , to sell cotton on type samples and to have arbitration 
on the basis of sealed samples This would practically mean the localisation of the BombaJ' Chamber of 
Commerce This system would ultimately have a good effect on the general trade 

6195 I have stated in my written evidence (paragraph 6187) that people who buy cotton ought to have 
some trainmg in the practical part of the subject they are dealing -with In Lancashire, a mill manager must 
buy his own cotton I would like to see that system adopted out here As far as I con make out, buying 
IS often entrusted to inexperienced people In buynng cotton, they, it appears to me, scarcely know for what 
particular purpose they are buying it I buy my o^wn cotton but that is not the general system 

6196 I have stated in my written evidence (paragraph 5192) that there should not bo any rcductfon of 
short staple, for which, of course, there is a special demand but that cultivation of long stapled varieties should 
be extended wherever possible It would not bo possible to work Entirely on long staple because short staple 
IS required or the coarser counts The policy should be to encourage long staple cotton in the tracts in 
w Inch it grows Wo are gradually going into finer counts now a days 

6197 (Mr Tfadio ) Every body knows that “ fly ” is brought here from other parts of the country and is 
taken to the different gmning factories We refuse to sell hny “ fly ” from our mills locally I use all that 
I possibly can , anything that I cannot use I send to Bombai As far as wo can, we sell it for shipment We 
have accumulated large stocks in consequence of the want of freight owing to the war We bale it here, wo 
do not send any of it away m docras No one gets “ fly ” locally here — at least not from us IVo do not sell 
any waste except a few maunds now and again for cleaning purposes but nothing that can he used for mixing 
We sell nothing in the way of cotton waste , it IS onh yarn waste It would help matcnallv if the Committee 
were to recommend that no cotton either in the form of lapas or loose docras should be transported by rail 
from one jilace to another except to a port or to a consumer but there might be difficulties m carrying it out 
As far as this place is concerned, if it could be carried out, it would practically stop rmxing as there is no 
other means of getting anything to mix I think it is a very good suggestion that the transport of cotton 
or cotton “ fly ” by rail either in the form of lapas, docras or fully pressed bales should be prohibited 
except to a port or to a bona fide consumer who, in the case of cotton “fly ” should ha\ e a waste plant 

5198 The next step will he to get pure cotton and to prevent the gmneries from mixing short and long 
staple together More care must be taken about the mixing of seed One thmg that makes mixing worse 
IS that lapas comes in in a mixed condition and then the seed gets mixed and as a result you get a mixed crop 
I have not thought that there should he licenses, but I think that there should be some sort of ‘uipor^vision 
It would be a rather difficult job for an inspector to inspect nil the ginneries round about here If licenses 
are granted, it might be on condition that there should be no malpractices otherwise the factory would be 
closed Things are getting worse all the time and perhaps licensmg is the only remedy one can see at present 
It isthe case that the Agricultural Department is givmg out seed to enable the cultivators to grow pure cotton 
on a large scale, and that if the ginners are allowed to mix, the whole of the Department’s activities ■will he 
nullified It IS not exactly the ginner who makes the admixture , it IS the merchant who sends the cotton 
to be ginned and has it mixed, who is responsible The ginner himself is not the mixer as a rule He only 
proa ides facilities , tho mixing is done with Ins knowledge and his connivance We supervise tt e gmning 
of all stuff that we'get gmned outside our ow n factory We send our own men to look after the ginn ng The 
cotton IS never out of th^ir sight ’’from the timethe fnpasis taken in until the lint is brought back to the 
mill So we can not speak ivitli any authority in regard to the question of damping I have never seen 
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ain done mjsclf A slight damping of cotton nlicn prcsiing if, to the extent of s-vj one per cent is not 
nltogothor tin evil Itisonh Mluiut is curried to mi tActs^-thol the cmI eoiiimcnecs Cottonconics tiinij 
froni the gins in a heated condition und if It IS pre-.scd in the i line dr^ state and is not damped, there is a 
risk of damaging the fibre , 

5109 In ini milH all the gins arc doiihio roller gins Hum no cxpcrit nee of P in gins Ilotlnn single 
and double roller gins, if the kill! cs are not properh sot, n lot of seed can p iss tliroiigii Jf is quite true that 
merchant s purposely asl the guincrs to set the 1 nnis pons to p iss seed through I do not see hou this can 
be stopped Ilonestj is the oiih cure It iioiild bo a hard toiidition to make that tin hei me of a ginning 
factor! should bo uitlidraMii if irushetl seed Mere found in lint is souk tunes it is not dmit iiiti ntionalli but 
IS simph due to uant of supeniflion If it Mcro (oiisistriilI\ done and if it «tri pros oil that it Mn« btmg 
oonsistenlh done, then it Mould be just ns bad ns the other, but it would hr bard to j.roM Mhetbrr it mss 
being done Milfullj or nccidcntall! As a rub , oiiU some gins Mould be found out of order If all one man’s 
gins Mere out of order, the jiassing of (rushed seed Mould olnioush be intentionel, but if oiilv tMO Mere out 
of order, it might bo claimed as lu cidciital I should hi \(r\ glad if i»eo)ik Mere < citiijn llcsl to keep their 
gins to a larger extent in good order but I am afraid it is bnrdlj pr utieable 1 1 now Ihat mIu n I go round 
m our oMn factory, I can alu ay s find one or tyyo gun out of order om mgtolnd rollers, bad setting of the kniyes 
or blunt kiines 

0200 As regards the sfatemeiit Hint oyvinglo the fact that “ fly ” is mixed Mitli lujw* before ginning 
and the outturn jior giu jicr day is reduced on that neeount the giimers base pul yij) their prices for ginning 
xcry considernhlj, the re IS some truth in the first partoftlio sfalcmcnt Hint (he outturn is rcslucrd to a great 
extent but that ought not to be am re non for putting uji the giimiug charge'- to jirc-enf jitiecs '1 hree xcars 
ago the charge for gmiiiiig /npos yy as Its 5 8 0 or Ri 0 per iin/j or It" 14 jier niirfi of hnf La'4 year it mob 
R s 7 8 0 llus j ear it is It-- 0 yibicli is equal to Its 21 per A/mii'h for lint I am in the ginning cnmliiimtiou 
and I fought against the increase 'J lic'expciiscs for stores and nmtc-ials Imxcgonc up both for gins tuid 
presses 

0201 I dunk that (he prac'icc in tins tract is to buy a field of cotton just before the crop is rcadj or 
to buy and sell the lapax in the marl cl he re on commission If tbocrojiis sold ns a standing crop, the pinning 
and pressing charges mnl c no difference 'Rut if if 1 1 not pold as a standing crop, the higher the pinning and 
prcssuigoliargcs, tliclcssthociiUiyatorpcts lic-ausethe me re haul deducts Iherxtrncost ofpinmng and press- 
ing The cajiilal iiu ested in a ginning or jiressiiig factory is not so lug that a return of ten or tyy eh c j cr rent 
Mould giyo the OMiicr a fair income Liiloss ho males fifty jier cent , he Mill not hi ahh to gel a decent 
income from his factory I am not in fay our of controlling giiming or pressing rhargc" '1 lungs are lust left 
to yvork out tliouisch e Die starting of ncyy factories is the best May of hreal mg eloyvn jiools 

5202 (Jlfr Ilolgkoiioti ) I am a Daucnslurc man I haxe been in the cotton trade forthirtj jear” J 
come from Clitlicroo 1 Mas at the 'W lupp Brothers Mill, noM John "Mcrct r and Company Ud They used 
American cotton there and spun from Cs to GOs counts. 'Jhey had ycr\ slight cxinneuce of Indian cotton 
Some Tinncvcllj cotton Mas used at one tune hut only for mixing fora special case In l^ancashirc they 
make far more trouble about mixed staple and dirty cotton than they do here Regiilarit of staple is most 
important In the Lancashire iiiill«, all the cotton is bought for each indiyidital jiuriiore yiitli as regular a 
staple as possible Tmo kinds of staple yyon’t do , hut yio hayo to put up Milh it here In iiu null, the 
evil of mixture of cottons 10 more accentuated in Jls than in 8? For 11s I use a mixture of Cambodm, 
Amgen and 1 umyla cottons Amgen cotton is a inixUiro of Iiimj^ns and American It is spun on a Cl inch 
bobbin for 11? tM 1 st The cotton that mc use here for spinning 4 Is they yrould not use in Laiieashire at 
all There is no cotlon 1 hay o scon in India that I should care about for Ijaiicashirc The neaiehtissayy 
ginned Dliaiyvar American I liayo tried Cambodia bouglil m tho market here, hut I could not say from 
where it came It docs not luattor Mhoro ctilton*comes_from proyided it is of good stajilc and of good 
strength I do not 1 iioyy y\hat arc the future prosjicolB of long staple cotton ni India hut mo are feeling 
that unless yyo get fmci cotton, yve cannot pel on M coiight to honhlo to folloyy Laiicasliirc and to s-pin the 
counts that Laiioashiro is Icaying, 11s is not a fine count m lAintashirc , hut it is a fine eouiit for India 
Tho tendoncj iii Lanc-asliiro is to spin finer counts c arc non spinning more of the higher counts but iii 
normal times there is not tho saiiio demand for them ns flicro is just at present 

5203 Cotton just after it is ginned is hot , it gets hack its normal moisture if it is allowed time to do 
so hut it IS often t iken off to tho press hoime at once AVo do not use humidihers m our mixing room hut I 
think it might ho bettor if mo did 
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Examiaed XT Gvdao, rmRUARX 22hn, 1018 
I — Aoriculturae ExTERirNcr 
Written statement 
(6) “ DesJn ” long staple cotton 

6204 (10) Experience — I have been etationed at Gadag for soTcral years 

5205 (11) Varieties ^^10 y ariotj groyyai is termed liijiiplri, 

5206 (14) Rotations and manures — ^Tlio rotations folloMcd aro )uar and cotton, wheat and cotton, 
and cotton after cotton Jhvmiro used is generally farm ninniiro 

6207 (10) Suitability of existing varieties — In certain tracts, haying good black soil, I think 
Cambodia seed yvould give better cotlon and better yield too 

6208 (18) Uses of seed and seed selection — The seed is partly sold to merchants, partly reserved 
tor feeding the cattle, and jiailly for sowing purjioses To my knowledge, no seed selection is practised on 
a large scale It is practised m lug toyvns to a small extent yy hero there aro seed sooiclios, m ho sell such seed 
J.UO Beed selected is not generally hand ginned 

4 ^ 1 , for mprotcvients t?i c^llt^^aiton of co//o?i — ^Xlie present system of cultivating cotton is 

ratner detective riie cultivators do not taho partieninr cnie that the tilling of their land is done properly 
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and at the rifclit time Xlioy morch scratch llie surface of the soil just before the seed is soan Tins tiact 
IS ahiais deheient in rainfall, and if the land is not propel ly prepared in order to conscrae the moisture, the 
crop IS geiicrallj deficient lYhat I u ould suggest is f o prepai e the land bj ploughing deep before t h? monsoons 
set in, so that the soil niaa bo brought in a fit condition to absorb and retain moisture The seed selection is 
not earned on ns it should be Goa ernment or the seed societies should haa c dcp 6 ts in almost all the aillages 
and should encourage the r^ots to bua seed from such recognised depots onlj bj offering it at rates loarer 
than those proanilmg inthomarkel J he ftililucis in use aieacrj inadequate and not pioperlj preserved 
Thea he exposed to sun and i am tor months, thus losing much of the manurial properties The use, 
therefore, of the chemical manuics if filed and found suitable foi flit soil should be encouraged The 
qnahta of cotton has deteriorated foi avant of propet core on the pait of the ryots as mentioned above The 
system of picking cotton is also dcfectiac The coolies are paid according to the quantitj of cotton picked 
and consequentla it tempts them to pick the cotton mdiscnmmatelj' aiith shells The latter, aahen 
the> go avith the cotton in tho double toiler gins, acciimnlato and grcatlj loaier the outturn of the gms, and 
therefore special coolies haac to be emplojcd to remoae the shells every five oi ten minutes 

(2) Some raots arc m tho habit of groat mg cotton from mixed seeds, c (j , deshi long staple and Dhararor 
American This in mj opinion, is avrong This makes it aera difficult to gm tho cotton as the gms, 
it set for de^ln long staple, cannot at the same time properla tieat Dharavai American, and consequently 
tho production of tho gm is much loatcrcd Morcoaci a mixture of such dissimilar qualities of cotton 
mentioned alioa c docs not produce a arn of good qualitj 

5210 Preiaitimi of fraudulent pracbco — I at ould suggest that the Goaernment should form a 
committee of arlibration in c''c\\lnhi}a consisting of sea oral influential merchants and a Government official at 
tho head — cither the Biaisional OlTicer or the Jlamlntdar of the district The committee should be inaestcd 
avith potter to punish all irregularities on the part of thocuKiaators or dealers uitli a aieat to discourage the 
present practice of dohbcratclv allotting shells seeds, etc , to be mixed aaitli cotton, or othertvise allotting the 
qualita of a good staple cotton to bo loatcrcd bj being mixed atith at aste or inferior stuff This arrangement 
atould at tho same time afford facilities to tho purchasers to lodge complaints against such cultivators and 
dealers as are detected of such practices ns mentioned aboac, or to appeal to the committee for arbitration 
111 cases of disputes and fraudulent jiractices 

5211 Spread of xmproxed iiiijifrwicn/t — The culfia itors 111 x 3 encouraged to use iron ploughs b 3 sup 
plaing them on casa paaments 'J he present seed dulls are defcctiac and eiudt Tho 3 arc fed b 3 hand 
and consequentla the teed is irregular It so happens that certain parts of the iicld get no seeds at all, avhereas 
other parts arc much too clo 6 cl 3 soaan Brills aaith automatic feed aiould proae acr 3 useful 

(r) rxolic cotton 

C212 (21) Varieties — The exotic varieties groaan arc Cvmbodia and Bhpraaai Amciiean 

5213 (28) Importation of seed — It is desirable to experiment on imported seed to ascertain av hat 
particular strain i« best suited for the district before the seeds no recommended to the r 3 ots It is bottci 
to tr 3 and improacon the indigenous aniietier as these iie much hardier plants As a rule, the exotic 
anrietics do not thriac aiell on our paits as thc 3 arc found to be acra delicate plants and susceptible to 
slight changes in the climatic conditions It is aer 3 desirable that experiments shou'd bo made in 
Goaernment farnison such exotic vauoties to ascertain tho effects of irrigation If iingation is found 
to be sill ecsiful, tho Goveinmcnt should undertake to sink artesian aa ells on behalf of the cultiaators in 
order to cucourago them to grou tho exotic aarietics 

II — CoaiMrnciAi. Aspect 

5214 (30) Local trade customs — The handling of cotton crop is genci alia done ba the local brokers 
avhoadaanee money to fheryotseharginginteiestsatiiinctotaaclaoporcent perannuin Tho brokers resera e 
tho nght to sell tho cotton taking brokerage at eight annas per nay of 33G lbs , both from the purchaser os avell 
os from the oaiiicr 

6215 (31) Standardization of commercial names — All tho different qualities of cotton groaan in this 
district aro geiieially styled as limpta and Bharaaar Saai gin, and arc sold in Bombay under those names 
I do iiot think there is any ncccssit a for making any alterations 111 it 

5210 Standardization of weights — In our district, tho unit of aaeight on aaliich quotations are based Is 
a nag of 330 lbs This unit is different in each of the cotton groaimg districts throughout India Besides 
tho taro and other alloaaaiiccs are different m different districts This causes great annoyance to thcpurc^^ascr, 
os ho cannot compare the prices of co'ton of different districts aaithout aaorking out the prices to a common 
basis It avould be adaisable theicforo to standardise the unit of aaeight for quoting prices, throughout the 
cotton groaaing disliicts of India, as for instance, the Bombay thandi of 784 lbs 


III — Statistic at 

6217 (34) Improvement of statistical information — ^Thc cotton press returns are of little a alue 
unless each and ea cry one of tho presses is made to send the returns sy’stomatically 

5218 (35) Publication of Liverpool and Bombay prices — The daily publication of tho Liverpool and 
Bombay cotton prices aiould proao very useful, provided thea arc offlciallv published at the up country 
markets on the same day' as they aro rccoiacd in Bombay 


IV — ^MABUrACTURF 
(a) Qinnxng and pressing 

6210 (30) Type and number of gms and presses — ^IVo use Platt’s double roller gins and Amcricrn 
saav gins 

6220 (37) Size of bale — The bale aveighs 400 lbs and measures 48 ins x 17 ms x 17 ins 

5221 (38) Saw gins versus roller gins — Tho saai gins are economical ns they give a comparatively large 
oultuin A gm of sixty saais can produce about three to four thousand lbs of ginned cotton (lint) m tuelvo 
hours If these gms aro not overspooded, they ai every satisfactory for ginning Bharwar American cotton 
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The capacity of double toiler gins is low, but ns they give n continoiis -web of ginned cotton, the cotton 
noquires a better feel and touch Iho roller gins cannot gin efhcicntlj the Dhaniai Anierioan cotton 
^ 5222 (39) Effect of saw gins on Indian cotton —Saw gins might proie successful with Indian cottons if 
the prescribed speed is not exceeded and if the sans ni e t hiniicr and arc set closer than in the gins ns imported 

5223 (40) Factory labour —There is no difficult j in obtaining fact or j labour, but the v ages are higher 

during the season , „ 

5224 (41) Condition of cotton —Rau cotton IS inannabh received mixed uitli shells, sand, etc Also 
the undesirable mixture of tlei/n and Dliaru ar Aniei icnii is often reoen ed at Die factoi} The remedy is to 
depute a committee of merchants as alieadi suggested in paragraph 6210 above 

6225 (42) Effect on machinery of replacement of short staple cotton by long staple —No alterations in 
machinery are necessan , excepting that the speed of the mnchinorj should be lou ered for long staple cotton 

(i) Spinning awl toeaitng 

6226 (43) Counts spun and market for yarn or cloth — ^Ihe counts spun are from 4s to 30s and arc 
consumed locally 

5227 (44) Condition of cotton — Kvmpta cotton is notorious for its dirt The cotton is very much 

adulterted with seed, etc I liavc seen some lots losing from 35 to 40 per cent in the blov room Ginning 
by hand should be very much discouraged as non t heic arc ginning footorics in almost all the villages to do 
the nork If, for anj leason, hand ginning is to bo kept up, the coolies should be paid on the quantitj of the 
seed turned out and not on the quantit} of aoiton ginned in order to remove the temptation of alloning 
the seed to so with thi cotton , , 

5228 (45) Effect on cotton market of replacement of short staple cotton by long staple — ^If long 
staple cotton IS groivn successfully in sufficient quantifies, I tlnnk the outlook for India mil bo changed 
The cultivators mil get a better return for their labours Several nen mills for spinning finer counts will be 
established and India mil become quite independent of the foreign goods Minch arc now imported every 
j ear in largo quantities 


Mr DADABnov Doiunji Pnmuui called and examined - 

5229 (President ) I think there are various nays bv Minch agriculture could be considerably improved, 
such as proper cultivation, manuring and seed selection Die activities of the Agriciiltiira] Department in 
these directions reqmre to be extended very considerably For the improvement of seed I would 
recommend that there should be seed societies in almost ov cry vullago which could distribute selected 
seed to the ryots to be grown at the outset under the supervision of the Agricultural Department If 
they could be established on a co operative basis, so much the better but it would be rather a difficult thing 
for all the people m the v illagcs to co operate It could easily be done in towns like Gadag Assuming 
these societies were started on a co operativ o basis, there should bo a committee winch would appomt a 
supervisor to go round and exammo the work done bj them 

6230 I do not think much admixture takes place in the ginneiics in Gadag But it takes place in the 
presses I do not think that much admixture with seed takes places in the ginnones The different varieties 
are mostly ginned separately I both gin and press cotton myself We practically deal in cotton from tho 
datal up to the Bombay Mills I gm very little cotton for my own use 1 gin mostly for outsiders '7 

5231 The cotton that I buy' winch is himpla is frequently mixed with DliArwnr American The system 
of picking cotton is defective TITe coohes are paid according to the quantity of cotton picked and conse 
quently it tempts them to pick the cotton mdiscnminably vv ith the shells of the bolls and other foreign subs 
tances As a matter of fact, some of tho cultivators grow tho indigenous variety hinipla and Dharwar 
American together 

6232 Cotton is not deliberately damped nor is, dirt deliberately mixed w ith it, though seed sometimes is 

6233 I have had some experience of saw gins ns I am the agent of one of tho firms m America for their 

sale I think they are qmte good if they are worked properly at the specified speed and the saws are propei;ly 
set I do not think they damage the staple It is all a matter of correct adjustment In America, tho gm 
owners use nothing else The supervision and the mechanical handlmg of saw gins are simpler than that of 
roller gins Everything Is automatic They require very little setting but the saws have to be sharpened 
every now and then An ordinary mxsln (foreman) is capable of doing tho setting / 

, 5234 (Mr 'Wadia ) People bring “ fly ” and other things from Bombay and Madras for mixing with 

cotton That spoils the name of our^ cotton “ Fly ” should not be allowed to be mixed with cotton To 
prev ent this I would suggest that people should not be allow ed to book “ fly ” to Gadag and other places As 
I have suggested in my wTitten evidence, there should be a committee to prevent mixing We can always 
detect such mixed cotton here If such malpractices came to tlie laiowledge of the committee, they could 
punish the man who does the mixing There aie only a few merchants here who do it It is true that people 
bring short stapled cotton from Bijapiir but I do not thmk that they mix it with long staple cotton They’ 
sell it as a separate class altogether Bijapur cotton is brought to Gadag simply for the reason that there 
IS a bigger market here and so the sellers can find more customers and get a better price Bijapur cotton 
IS not mixed with /-anipta It w ould be difficult to stop transport of cotton from one district to another in 
this tract as there are so many v arieties grow n here and they are all called Iitmpla Gadag is a central market 
for all the surrounding tracts, within a radius of about fifty miles Khandesh cotton Comes here but only 
in very small quantities as it does not pay to bring cotton here all the w ay from Khandesh I w ould recommend 
a local committee which should be able to pievent the impoit of waste and lOiandcsh cotton Alocal com 
mitteo could manage it better than any one else In Nurgund Taliika, thirty mdes from here, some of the gm 
owners are themselv es merchants Wliere gin owners are merchants, they do all this mixing I have brought 
a sample in which seed has been mixed to add weight It* contains nothing but seed It was ginned m a 
double roller gin Sometimes some of the gin owners take off the seed guard and allow seed to fall mto the 
ginned cotton I do not thmk that it would be any good licensing ginneries in order to prevent this sort of 
mixing, as most of the gm owners are not merchants themselves and are not themselves responsible Wliy 
should the gm owners be punished for tho wrong doings of tho merchants ? They only do what they are asked 
to do by their constituents Licensing might stop such practices but it would be hard on the gm owners 
ns they w ould lose flicir constituents If the merchants get cotton mixed m the presses then the presses should 
be hcensed too It would be verv complicated to insist that bales should be marked with the name of the 
press and gmning factory Who would mark the bales and if they were WTongly' marked, how would it be 
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detected ? If inferior stuff is brought m by the rjots it could Lo stopped if Ibcj' ucro paid a louer price and 
the cotton ucrc ginned scparitclj as inferior stuff The biggest cmI is that this continual mixing is spoiling 
the name of Indian cotton Whj should not tho brokers be licensed ? It uould bo possible to prevent the 
mixing of cotton if there u ere coininittccs formed in the different districts I think i central bureau in Bombay 
Mould bo rather a complicated n casure The local committees Mould be formed bj some of tho merchants 
but thcro*must be some Goa eminent official on the committees such ns the Wanilatdar or Sub Divisional 
Officer Mho should preside oaer them 

5235 Cotton is xerj much adulterated Mith seed, etc , and some lots lose as much as tliirtj fi\e to forty 
per cent in the bloM room This is not selling cotton but is selling dirt at a good price On the Mhole, Ethink 
licensing of ginneries and presses to slop such prnct ccs is a good idea but it Mould be difficult to carry out 

5230 A ling of lajias is 1314 lbs and a nag of lint cotton 330 lbs I think that tho unit of m eight for 
cotton should bo stnndardircd all oa er India The Bonibaj lhawh might be the standard m eight but ai e must 
liaae some standard unit I do not think that the cultiaators nic cheated in aaeighmont The scales arc 
correct Tho aa eights and scales are tested cacrv jearbj all the mcreh ints in Gadag I do not knoav about 
other places, but hero Ihca aroaerj partioulai about correct m eights and scales Most of the cultiaatora 
are illiterate, and Mhcn their /apnsis Mcighcdthc} depend most Ij on the brokers The buj ers aveigh j. 
docra at a time A docra aa eights about sea cii maunds of 28 pounds each The merolian and the broker 
decide aaliat tare should be alloaicd In tho drj season they alloMcd ten to taa ela o lbs but m tho monssooii 
it goes up to eighteen to taaenty tMO lbs They do not actliallj Mcigh tho taie and tho mercliants gam 
therobj as the taro is often only ten pounds per docra The alloaaance foi tare should bo standardized The 
gunnies, etc, gencrallj aacigli ten lbs as in Bombaj It is aerj difficult to open the docras here and to 
ascerta n the aotual taro here as thca are purchased m the marl ct They are usually not opened for some 
dajs so the tare'eannot bo ascertained Opening the doerns m the market aaould be a tedious task Even 
if fulij pressed bales are opened, tho cotton docs not drop uhcrcas if docras me opened, it is difficult to put 
tho cotton back into them again Standardization of taro would therefore save trouble 

6237 {Mr IlodgI nison ) Some peoiilc want their Dharnar American cotton ginned m a double roller 
gin As far ns niy experience goes, it is v crj difficult to gin Dharw nr American in a double roller gm becausn 
tho lint holds the seed verj tenaciousl 3 Tlic double roller gm cannot pull off the lint The seed bin g ver^ 
large docs not drop through the grid That, of course, could be altered As a rule, owners of douLlo roller 
gins refuse to gm Dharw ar American as It docs not pnj them The outturn goes down to nearlj half tlie 
quantitj You have been told by several Mitnesscs that saw gins damage the staple but the proof of the 
pudding lies in tho eating The owmra of saw gins have ginned thousands and thousands of bales of cotton 
and they have never received i complaint There arc ncirly 200 saw gins in Gadjig The number of roller 
gins must be about 300 to 400 but 1 cannot give the exact figures The difliciilty arises when tho saw gms 
arc overspeeded Tlie presonbed speed is 100 revolutions which is tho speed in America They are often 
run 000 revolutions a minute If they were run slower, they would not daniago the staple 1 have tried 200 
revolutions and have found that it gives a imieli 1 otter quality than 400 revolutions The slower a saw gin 
IS run, the letter the quality As I have said I am an agent for the sale of saw gins MTien I sell a savi 
gin, I give instruct ions to my oustomers that thev shciild not run them at more than 400 revolutions a minute 
1 have stated m my evidence that saw gins might prove succctsful with Indian cottons if the prescribed siieed 
were not exteeded and if the saws were thinner and were set elcscr than in the gins as imported My principals 
m America have suggested that if the saws and grids were changed, the gins might work with the indigenous 
cottons but 1 have not yet tried them I have pisl got a gm and propose lo tiy tl e indigenous cottons m it 
I am in favour of saw gins for Dharw ar American irovidtd thev arc not overspeeded I should say that a 
saw gm IS much better than a double roller gm foi Dliarwar American provided it is run at tho proper speed 
Some people have ginned luniptas m savi gins but it changed the class and lowered the price I do not think 
saw gins improv o tho appearance of cotton Tho double roller gm giv cs a continuous w eb of gnmed cotton and 
improves tho class a little bit The cotton acquires i Letter fell and touch 

6238 {Mr Jlobcrii ) Thd fibres he differently when lollcr ginned than thev do when saw ginned The 
trade is used to that sort of cotton and that s wliy they jircfcr it The double roller gm, if properly fitted, 
turns out about 1,500 lbs of lint a dav and a sixty s ivv g n about 3,000 to 4,000 so that a saw gm is equal to 
three double roller gins Tlie factory ow rers here hiiv c got different pools for saw gms and double roller gins 
The thargo for ginning Dharw ir American m a saw gm is Rs 7 8 jier nag Bs 9 per nag is charged for 
ginning mdigcnous cottons The factory owners somcliincs charge Es 12 to Es 13 for ginnmg Dhnrvvar 
American cotton m a double roller gin Messrs Marshall and Sons are the Agents for the Eagle saw gms 
Our saw gins are mostly of that )inttcrii but thcic arc some Guliett gins The merchants in Gadag prefer the 
Gullctt gms They' are self feeding and a condenser is attached to them for condensing ginned cotton All 
the saw gms here have automatic feeds A saw gm would cost Rs 1,200 laid dovvai hero (pro w ar price) 
The cost of a double roller has now gone up to Es 1,500, but formerly it was Es 500 Dor every ten saws 
one horse power IS considered to be required A double lollci gm requires 3 to 3) horse power Ido not 

, think that saw gins arc disappc iring m this tract On the contrary, the number has gone up The people 
' are discarding country made saw gms and are using American made Country made saw gins are 
however, still m use especially in the small villages 

5239 Small scales are used for weighing at Devungtii and other iilaces but not here Weighing with 
small scales is not very common 

62-10 Bellary and Sholapur cotton cv on if it is mixed goes under the name of Gadag cotton In that 
respect it tends to dclcrioralo the v aliic of real Cadag cotton and they realize a less price to some extent for 
It owing to its being inferior stuff 

6241 {Mr II adta ) There arc scpaiate poolsjor saw gms and double roller gins In tho case of saw gire 
vve pay Es 2 to the pool and retain Bs 5 8 for working expenses Doi a double roller giu we retain about 
Bb 7 as working expenses and the lalaiicc goes to the pool The pool contribution in tho case of double 
roller gins is Bs 2 ]itr nag The pool piofits arc divided according to the number of saws and the number 

" of double roller gins each factory has got There aio two different pools The pool people keep a 
separate account for the double lollci gm pool and for the saw gm pool 

6242 {Mr Jlodgl in^on ) Aa to tho comparative cost of saw gins and double roller gins and caving in 
labour of the former, roughly speaking, giiiiung one nag of dedn rot ton in a double roller pii would cost Be 5 
at present, whereas ginning one nag of Dharw ai Ainencnn in a saw gin would cost about Es 3 8 to Rs 4x 
Gimung m tho saw gm would therefore save Bs 1 8 pe” nag 
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Bovnbay ] 


Me I- SIcItA\jiice- 


Mr L McILWllICK, Manager, Goknk Mills, Gokak 

Till', \MTS> --i \ 1*, NOl OUMITi LI) 

, II rif/fll f‘rit til 

1 1 ~ CoM'tri « 11 rf >T 

r>2'I ! (30) Local tnilc customs — oil iiiiihIU Lmh! (Ik ir I i/'H and tniiim (d (It. inrl.'i I rm 

ncquiimlol and m 11 It tlintiiuh th-ir I>nd (r- lii •.imi< , i* » tlt> tM)t tdi idi ui.f ittmi tn liro!.< n 

« ho lend nionc\ at \ftr\inu ntf i of mtiri-it (motdun to tin (lohilits of (lit t\<i' IIl i 1 i>o ui tin i(it< f< t 
\nnin, fnim aix iiir edit to latiitj lour pr ri nt pr ni iium I’li^dn null lomr.l ( i’h r<Iiiht) 
hroheu and hold tlit-n hniUi r ruiionsihl j lor Ih p'Oii* r (iilnliin nt of “ii ii «oit ' In t.ii! . ! , t'n 

riots bnnu thtr and lottim to tin inilK din, 1 It u ‘ liiphd and p od I.ir an > rdn to t)i nt ih'i at 
tho rit(S ntluit, in thu III in tinarl,t« ti: , I'anndaMi JIatl Iloiml roojHtiliK in<li( hurt ok-k ,tu 

Iitcomp liplt, r I uonn it inii,ht ho p) dd, to p t in tom Ii » iih tin. ru>t 1 1 'rr t*) K and h d nliahlr 
nun mon,\ at n uonnhla riti * 

5214 (31) Stamlardizatlon ol commercial nntics~'lh lotinoTi 1 i nn- ,>* th at on „r’dt' 

of cotton art (1) (2)\\utini-i ( ,) iKnihh Loll, r (l)Jf,r)^n (*!‘')t , mn a! (int.mNdh 

(7) IJroicIi lilt area" from nliiili lori' laitton an — 

(1) Aiimp'u — lac.um North, Du tn , --i ‘'onlh 

(1) („) kiimiJa) — l!ij ipnr anil ItiLillot 

(2) II > 'trni' — Dill in Ado n, t tiin d I \ird 2 irl, Itnihilr 

(!) Dtiibh Jtollrr — Dhaniar to I inihi annr atiil l)i)an..n 

(4) Miinniri — tladat, to Dtllin nod llnhli to Diiiiutn 

(7) kfiiiyinii'rt — Hi,,aIlot to Dijapiir and Ilnlli to II irilur 

(0) ( tiiiihmtiri — rirupur, llij ijnir, (udi and o'h r )d ( 

(2) Ihc vaiiotis ^iridti art iiiitahK n imd i( thtj in I,pt ili ,n tiid to! mud nith for, nm to'tnii 
(!) I Mould ‘UK,, 't th it, in tndi r to 1 1 1 ]i tl t (oMon < h nil r, 1 r , frit Itnm h djjinla.dirt ftr it piikiv 
of cotton “hoiild he h, tti r 'tiiitn rtsl and Urttt 111 iti'isl \t pn nt tunrn, trn to i>'rl cotton at t! t »an>, 
time Mith tlii' rt“ull tint 1 ilanir h loiins ditin iilt to nl.ttin ami , \jm i ii, a-> lull ft' r, nl i that 
tilt hijnti IS hi“td\ pitl isl and intlndis iinttiK ttid ili 'd ]»sl h if and ilir, aci i ilnu to thi It'lnt <oI 
till siijH n |sion I florta «hoiild hi m dc to or. tin tl , lilanir in idli r* ni t! . i jHo i j.tti« i ■_ tls'^tta 
and inch otir the (a Ids ns last ns ihi s hiinin tipt I nr,i»' Ndli r 1 onhl la h 't t, rjan n <> th r to aioid 
so much It if {,, t nn, into till lii;i'i' jiicl im onld U ht.iin in th< i itK inotmn. nidi nt iiii< d till alniiit 1 1 
0 eloik in tilt inormii,. , nfttr this time th, K i\i « huonn 1 Mtth » iid f dl oil tl r pi mt i i U 

(1) Ihi iniMii, of cotton ts n muth morn dilhrult I utUr to th d Mith hut mm >i ini.lit 1 1 dom it cnltons 
Mtre not nlloiwsl to bv tint from om di <tri( t to niiotln r for ‘ih I lu e t tl ii. i f lottoii ftom on. idu to 
anolliir hIioiiUI hi rcstriitisl to cotton ^01112 to u j I tm nlan i’ is mtialU con niicd (1 n oniiit- slould 
refrain from tmumg imstd / i/hm mIhu tin t in i\ U uitiri of niA mutnn 

(5) In hat amir an i tpiriini lit mis inaiU in pn 1 inp cotton iu di irihidnloti th hloirt.u i>tid 
nlittkmon tojml ilnn njii lottoii and mIhii m, tesud tins in onr hlontoijin it lost oiiU livi iNriilit 1 aiiiHl 
iMtlto to liftccn p r cent m cotton punhasisl frdin ordinart iiurihiiit m Huh! ( ad 1 . Di tmt 

(h) \t present fiiMj.iimt<l cotton is mixed uilh Jji-iijih a i mlaid iii.li ,iit.iniud lottoii 

(7) In ortltr to hi indnrduo conimcrcnl naiiU's, thmmati ini\m. o' lolton, distrihiit },oiidnul uidtinli 
riots to hrinj, Ihiir coil up to tin lust condttioii for the csitton pi iiit Mt Ltpcricnii is tint rotton (.rovn 
Mitlnn a fortt miles rulitis of tlio nulls is mori ulLfictort and j,itii hi tier result , thin cottons tie 
but from other inarki Is I'lii /n/yu is eUniilj piel id and dm s no! eonnm murh feiri i.n matter, as i“ tin 
ease tilth pure hnscsl in Huhli, C, vdap tihiri leifaniljuids ahoniul and tut often cotton of otlur 
taricties IS ini\ed If the cation is imadtdti riUsl, tho el iplc in all tluso pi ici' is mucli the same One 
of iho thief causes of inixini, la that mixed hcial i" often honn ht the rtot> thiuih Ites 

5215 (82) Bujiug tipcncies — Aa rcyitd huttnu m,cucics. obtain Iionisl nicn and Mini tium to 
tnnous districth M here tin ^ can but /xi;ws , suptrt me Ihepinmm; iiid pretsm„ Consuim ra should hut eotton 
thcmbeltca as far la possible 


111 — STtTJSlle,tt 

6240 (33) Iniprovomont ol cotton forecast — Wo usimllt eolleet our omu tuurui and do no! bother 
ttilh Goternment hyiros 

6247 (35) Publication of Ltterpool and Bombay prices — We consultr unh eiuotatioiu inii,lit ht 
dangorous to tlio rtot ns thu market tiould mod probnhlt rrttitc prices mIiuIi are i-jeeulititi tathir linn 
notuil ittes tihtoh would leprcsent geiiumo cLmind Ihe r^ol then might hold Ins cotton jast a little 
too long 


n — M tNui tnii 1 
(ij) (riiiiiiiij niirf prrssiiij 

5218 (30) Typo ami number ol tfms and presses — Oiirgms are Doiihh Iioller Miuartbt Gms, J’lalt 
make. We hate 01 at Gokak and 28 at bauudatti WV <ilso hato one Coiniiun 8 I'tttnt Dress llon-ontid 
and one Half Prcfis and 1 mi dicr 

6249 (38) Saw gins ccwiis roller gins — ^Mt opinion is that mim gms uciiifinor to rolKr gms exetiii 
in outturn bait gms mat he lonsideied Mieies ful tsilh Dliartiar ixotiu lotlem tilth iigard to outturn hut 
in otert other lespeet I eonsid' r till m mfenor ns tlii't d linage the staph 'Ihepxotn loUon ttheii pasnd 
through tliedouhh rollu ginsiutamlt turnsont hetterhtnplo though a inneli rcdiued onttiini,i c mm gins get 
throiigh a much gu ati r (pianlilt of 1 njytt per dat than do loller gins ^ 

5250 (42) Eflcct on machinery of replaconioiit of short sln’'lii cotton by long staple — Mnili Mould dept ml 
on what is me mt by long staph t ottoii , if tho st epic hnppoiud t , bo more than hfle en sixlei uths inch long, 
some considerable altorulioii tiould be necessary 
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Bomiay'i The Japakese Coiton Suippees’ Associatiok of BoHUAr 


(6) Spinning and tceaivig 

6251 (43) Counts spun and market for yam or cloth —The counts wo spm are from 45 to 405 and 
one prmoipal markets are the Mardras Presidency, Bombay and the local marl et 

6252 (44) Condition of cotton — A good dttd of the cotton u hich reaches our factor\ is verj unsahs 
factory, contammg too much dirt, leaf, seed, and mixed cotton , for the remedj see paragraph 6244 above 

6263 (45) Effect on cotton market of replacement of short staple cotton by long staple —It is my 
behef tint the markets would benefit of short staple cotton were replaced by long staple, ns would Indian manu 
faoture A better quality of yarn and cloths would be placed on the market 


THP JAPANESE COTTON SHIPPERS’ ASSOCIATION oi BOIVIRAY 

The wiinesses weke eot ofalle evamtted 
TFridcn statement 

6254 Preamble — ^As buyers of a largo quantity of Indian cotton, we, Japanese shippers, are m full sym 
pathj with the object of the Committee m mqmnng into means for the general improvement of Indian cotton 
cultivation and trade, and beg leave to submit our bumble opmions and shall feel happy if thev maj receive 
consideration 

5255 Improiement of cotton — (i) Broach — ^It is a ucll known fact that Broach cotton has lost much 
of its staple durmg the past years From our standpomt, it seems ns if the effort of the Government Agn 
cultural Exports to encourage the cultivation of cotton with better yield but inferior staple were rather mis 
directed Should the present tendency be allowed to take its course, vv e are much afi aid the demand b} Japanese 
mills, who have so far been the biggest buyers of cotton, wdl have to be shifted in favour of Dholleraand 
Punjab American 

(ii) Berar and Central Provinces — The same tendency is noticeable in Berir and the Central Provinces 
(especially m Banosa, Arvi, Dhamangaon, Pnlgaon and Wardha) Recently there has been a marked fill , 
ui the demand from Japan for Hinganghat and Yeotmal, due, m large measure, to be deterioration of staple 
The “ additional profit of rupees one orore ” as referred to in a letter from the Director of Agriculture (vide 
Association Report, p 12), we presume, disregards the loss resultmg from the relativ e decline of basis value 
As a matter of fact, the Central Provinces have recently witnessed a remarkable reduqtion in the production 
of cotton, which is presumably brought about by the depreciation in value of Central Provinces cotton and 
consequent loss to be suffered by the cultivators, as a direct sequence of the encouragement of the cultivation 
of cotton of less value but with better yield 

(ui) Cambodia — ^Although the cotton is not appreciated by Japanese mills so much as by the European 
and Indian mills, owmgtoits creamy colour, it is nevertheless rapidlv finding its wav into the Japanese 
market The efforts of Government to give the cotton an improved colour and imiformitv of qualitv would 
mean a groat deal In present conditions, Cambodia is not getting in our opinion, the full price it deserves 

(iv) Punjab American cotton is very hopeful In this mstance also, w e should like to request that Govern 
ment will take steps to cstabhsh the uniformity of quahty and, at the same time, to take strict measures to 
suppress the'mixmg with deshi cotton In the Punjab and Smd, Government being solely responsible for the 
distabution of canal w ater for imgation purposes, it must be comparatively easv for the authonties to control 
thesowmgof only the pure seeds with strict orders against adulteration with (fesfii cotton in the precincts of 
faotones 

(v) Dhanvar — This cotton has been very favourably received by' the Japanese consumers It is a pitv, 
however, that it is deteriorating in pomt of staple, the tendency being precipitated by the universal adoption 
of poiur gins in the locality As we understand it, the climate especially rainfall, of Dharwar has much 
in common with that of the Umted States Cotton Belt We are confident that if Government will once set 
about to work a radical improvement by importing American seeds on a large scale, placing, on the other hand, 
prohibition on the sowing of inferior cotton for a certam period, the labour vnll be well rapid 

(vi) Bengal — ^High class Bengal eotton is indiqiensablo for Japanese mills and vnll pay the cultivator 
w ell if produced It is a regrettable fact that, bemg the meeting place of the Bay and Arabian Pea currents of 
monsoons, the Umted Provinces are visited by frequent ramfall just at the picking time m September and 
October The class of cotton is spoiled much in this way and desirable quahty is rendered scarce With duo 
deference to expert opinion, we would suggest m this connexion that the sovnng of United Provinces cotton 
should be delayed by one month, in, say, the Umted Provinces canal districts, so that the picl mg may be 
commenced in October If this experiment proves a success, w e expect a substantial increase in the demand 
from Japan for this cotton and lugher value wiU be reabzed 

6256 Statistical information — In tlus connection, we regret to have to state that we cannot place much 
rshance upon the figures pubhshed at present as crop forecast and crop production, especially the latter The 
pubhcation of correct figures for crop forecast is mdispcnsablo for the cultivators as well as for cotton shippers 
The returns, w e understand, which serve as data for Government to formulate its crop forecasts, do not embrace 
some of the Native States It is sometimes stated that, even within the Bntisli femtones, the sy stem is not a 
perfect one Under such circumstances, it is next to impossible to obtam a correct crop forecast Wo believe 
that Indian Chiefs would ever be ready to narticipato with mterest and vigour in the present cotton campaign, 
w hioh IB assuming the importance of an Impenal movement, and to give their assistance to the Government 
efforts by supplynng the necessary statistical information We suggest that Government should require by 
legislation all the gmnmg and pressmg factories, both m the British territories and in the Native States, to 
send m their returns m a certain fixed period to the authorities concemed It is also suggested that the data 
should be collected not only from the revenue office alone but from civil sources as well 

6267 Batlicay traffic — The traffic of cotton ports from up country bv railway is subject to much curtail- 
ment at present which, wo thmk, is one ofQo movitablo consequences of the war conditions We earnestly 
hope, however, that when the present vvom conflict is over, the cany mg of the radwavs vnll bo fully 
expanded to meet the vast demand of the trade. 
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Tho JAPA^ESE Cotton SnnTEns’ Association or Boxibat 


\Continued 


7 j -/ — TIic stor'icc ncconiniodfition of cotton Ic'i\ cs much to bo desired 

6258 ™Tuon that there xull bo no more ram after the monsoon 

We make of cotton that suffers for no purpose to tho loss of those concerned It 

woSd L" Gov emment to m«to it compulsorj for tho factory owners to mcreo^c 

oj iaclon^e-li often happens that cotton sv.ficrs much as a consequence 
f sunervision of factories In some places, for instance, they vnlfulh mix crushed seeds in ginned 

cJttr irtlns wnncction, wo would suggest that Gov ornment should bo invited to create a circuit of inspec- 
tors with authority to close down such factories as arc found bejond control 

5000 Fire tnsurance premium lor cotton —At present wo aro rcqui^ to paj exorbitant rates of 
for fire insurance on cotton Iving at Bombav, and up countrj. especialh in the Bombaj Presidencv This 
goes to make up a heavy item in the cost of Indian cotton and places it very iinfav ounibly 1.1 competition 
lath cotton of other growths We Icnow that there took place some disastrous fires m the years 1014 and 
m? Lt now that the causes of the fires arc brought to light, thanks to the eflorte of Gov emment, and 
nrler meamres taken by all tho conoomed to check tho recurrence, wo think it would bo good time for Gov- 
imraoDt to undertake to control tho rates of firo insurance In order to detemnno whether present rates are 
lustified or not a Commission should bo appomteel to look mto tho financial returns of insurance companies as 
regards Indian cotton insurance We also request that Government will demand the compulsory equipment 
orfire extinguishing apparatus for factories 

5201 Methods 0 / marletiny up country —With reference to tho method of marl cting up country, there 
are several points which call for improvement- For instance, we urge— 


(n) Compulsory unification of weight units for seed cotton and ginned cotton in India 

(b) Compulsory unification of weighing methods of cotton up country Tho methods followed m 
the Bengal districts are tho worst examples, heiiig both primitive and irregular, to the great loss 
of tho ryot 

5262 Methods of picking —It seems to us that the method of picking cotton now follovvcel by cultivators 
IS a very” rude one, which is chiefly responsible for lowering tho merit of cotton Wo beg to invite tho atten 
tion of Goyernraent to this point with a view to possible improvement 

6203 Increased production of cotton —We arc confident that, with a little more investigation and capital 
outlav” a substantial mcreaso will bo made possible A few of the questions which mav bo profitably looked 
into by the authorities would bo application of increased qiiantitv of manurts, question of sowing cotton by 
rotation witli other crops, ooiistniotion of more canals and tanks, scientific investigations to find out species 
which gives better yields of longer stapled cotton 

6264 The co'ton frauls Act — ^With reference to tho above Aot, we wish that Government will enforce it 
with more v igour and strength, so that the practice of false packing and watering of cotton may bo efficiently 
checked Tho quality and colour of watercvl cotton undergo much deterioration during tho voyage to speak 
nothing of the lo-s in weight when cotton is landed 

5265 Control of erection of new factories — We regrot to state that, m this connexion, we cannot shiro 
the opinions of the Bombay Cotton Trade Ap’ociation, Limited, although wo admit that tho licensing of now 
factories is conducive to the possibility of getting statistical data and of tracing back the quality to tho factory 
where it was originally baled Wo arc not blind to tho harm done to cotton business by tho pools among 
factory owners, but at the same time wo aro of opinion that tho best wav to do away with this wmuld bo m 
the form of anti pool legislation or to leave it entirely to tho adv ent of free competition If tho pool of a 
certain place is blessed with a v cry handsome profit, new factories w ill naturally make their appearance with 
the result of dispelling tho combination Thcro may bo on instance m w Inch certain now factories, w Inch were 
set up besides and outside the combined factories, subsequently joined the latter and successfully enhanced 
the pool rate But the more common supposition would bo that the possibibty of new factories coming mto 
the arena will do much to put a check on tho profitcenng by the combmed factories Put restrictions 
of control on the building of new factories and we shall have to face much lugher rates demanded by the 


combination 


(2) We cannot thmk that a central committee consistmg of members representmg Government and busi 
ness circles can be tho best judges as to tho control and regulation of hccnscs for tho establishment of now 
factories. It seems to us that it is the cotton trade itself that is tho best dooidmg body On tins point wo 
believe m tho pnnciple of laissez faire Siipposmg, however, thcro is to bo cstabhshed some central committee 
for this purpose, it would be necessary for tho Government to regulate the maximum rate of girming and press- 
ing charges Otherwise all the efforts of Government onginally intended for the destniction of pools would 
oiSy tend to protect their interests and place them on a more secure basis 

6266 Export duty on cotton — The export duty on cotton, it seems to us, would bring upon tho trade the 
followmg pomts of disadvantage — 


(a) In the first place, wo aro much afraid that the imposition of export duty may result m bringmg 
a certain revenue to tho Goveinment from a limited section of tho trade at tho great and pamful 
expense of tho whole. As the reports of tho Government of India pomt out, India cotton has 
a lot of rivals m tho world’s market m tho form of Cluncse, Chosen (Korean) and Annam cotton 
of which Chosen Cotton is recently mnltiplymg its production with amazing rapidity The 
incidence, then, of an export duty on Indian cotton, wluch was origmally aimed at the exjiortcrs 
and final consumers abroad, would bo reflected back to tho ryots thomsolv es and tlus would 
clearly be against tho spint of Government to give protection to tho eotton producers 

(h) It would give a fresh impetus to growers of cotton in other parts of tho world such as above pointed 
out, i e , China, Chosen, Annam, thus encouraging nvals 

(c) Although export duty may bo levied only on about one third to one half of tho crop, tho value 

of tho whole crop will be naturally depressed and eonsequently it may bo an additional protection 
to cotton manufacturing mdustry m India but loss to lyot 

(d) It would contribute to accentuate the already existing tendency in Japan for the increased con 

sumption of American cotton, which means the lOss to India of tho biggest buyer of Indian cotton 
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Madras'] jlr jj; ifistjnioBA 


Mr E NIShiimubA, Agent, Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, Ltd , Jalgaon 
This VfiTNESs was i.ot orally yya-mined 
Wri£^i statement 

5267 Suggested improvements in the present system — ^I beg to state the improvements to be done m the 
present system as under 

5208 (i) Improvement of statistical information —I think that all traders in cotton have a strong desire 
"to know beforehand the forecast of the coming season, which helps them much to settle their \ leu s in the 
purchase and sale The Government has arranged to publish the figures of acreage sown, but on experience 
it has been found that they are not as accurate "S are necessary At present we think these figures are collected 
from the information or reports of ialatis uho have very little interest or value m it and such figures have 
been submitted from them on general mfonnation The Revenue Officers should ask the talatis to provide 
these figures twice, i e , just at the beginning of the rains and alter a month or vhen the regular monsoon has 
set in in such times figures are more rehable because the plants are actually standmg At present, the avenge 
yield per acre of the season never tallies with the total crop, considering the acreage figures So the above 
mentioned system wiU be useful in that respect too 

5269 (u) Standardization of weights — In Khandesh, even in the one district, the standard weights and 
methods of calculations are different for each place which should be changed and a uniform system mtroduced 
Havmg different weights the cultivator puzzles himself and is not satisfied with the calculations and also 
he cannot compare the rates obtained with the rates of neighbourmg districts 

5270 (ill) Improved methods of handling hapas — The way of picking the hapas from the fields is most 
dirty Along ivith the 7 apas, leaf and mud are collected and thus the class of cotton is lowered by one grade 
and in ginnmg factories, the lapas heaps are stacked in the open and m such cases w henever there is any rain, 
all heaps are damaged hy ram and though the buyers of cotton are most particular to avoid such stuff, still 
the damaged stuff is mixed with good cotton and at times it has come to the notice of buyers , many disputes 
arise thereby , so, if gin owners erected godowns, it would be adv antageons to all In gin factories, the neccs 
sary care is not taken hy the factory owners, thereby the hapas, cotton seed and oily cotton go along with tho 
cotton and this bemg a great loss to the mills, serious complaints are received from Home and at times they 
charge heavy allowances The present Platt Brothers’ gms are best for Khandesh lapas and no other gm 
will suit In many places, the 7 apus openers are not used and thus the leaves and dust from tho lapas go 
along with the cotton , so if th^re be a rule that no lapas should go on the gm platform unless it is passed 
through the opener, the outturn will be more and the percentage of the dead cotton and cotton seed will be 
found less in good stuff 

5271 (iv) Improved picling of ginned cotton — The empty docro gunnies, i c , the tare used for packmg 
jmned cotton are used too long and become rotten and thereby the cotton falls through the holes, which 
IS a loss to seller and buyer, and the threads and pieces are mixed with cotton and it bemg impracticable to 
separate them, the class of cotton is also reduced In this respect, many buyers jom together and make a 
rule not to accept the deliveries of such old gunny packmg, but there being market authorizing rules accord 
mg to the market tone, the buyers themselves do not follow the rule and of this many sellers take advantage 
and foBow the same system 

(2) Day by day the labour difficulty is commg in the way of getting work done satisfactonly 

(3) The present presses are good enough and it is not necessary to make an> alteration m them 

5272 (v) Abolition of the jalap system — The old system of jalap is almost all abolished, but still in some 
places it IS m force It is not a good one and should be totally stopped The bargains, which are effected, 
should be entered m the market register book, so, even if the market goes up or dow n, the parties will not deny 
the bargams and avill save the trouble of going to the court 

5273 (vi) Establishment of Marlet Boards — In every big town there should he a Market Board and 

It should have registered rules and at the end of every season It should publish a report The Board should 

consist of some big and rehable cotton buyers, sellers, agriculturists and one Government officer from the 
Agricultural Department 





